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THE ROSY CROSS
A N  E X Q U ISIT E  D E SIG N

T h e  simple cross consisting of a vertical staff intersected by a horizon tal 
one is the oldest symbol in which  m an expresses his knowledge ol a 

divine principle of nature. T h e  first great natura l law  discovered by man 
was the law of duality;  that is. tha t  all living things were in pairs or even­
tually  d ivided into phases or aspects of the same thing. Closer observation 
determined tha t the unity  of these phases of phenom ena produced a third 
or new entity. T h e  mind soon concluded the divine formula as I plus i 
equals  not just two, bu t three, for the two separate aspects in unity did 
not lose their identity and  become one, bu t  in reality produced a third in 
w hich were incorporated their characteristics. T h  e cross became, then, the 
symbol of this formula. E ach  of its bars represented a different polarity of 
this universal duality , and  the place ol their unity, w here the manifestation 
occurred, was usually  indicated bv a beautifu l gem or. later, a red rose. 
T o  w ear such a significant symbol today is not only indicative of Rosi- 
crucian membership, bu t reveals the w earer s apprecia tion  of this inspiring 
mystical law.

W e  have designed a graceful, aery small Rosy  Cross em blem  of lo-karal 
gold  su rm ounted  with a synthetic ruby which  wi 11 be the pride of every 
wearer. It is less than  an  inch in length, therefore not conspicuous. M any 
will adm ire this beautiful piece of jewelry. Every m em ber should  be a 
p roud possessor of this emblem. O rd e r  yours from:

R O S IC R U C IA N  SU PPLY  B U R EA U
S A N  JO SE , C A L IF O R N IA . U. S. A .

T H E  I N S T I T U T I O N  B E H I N D  T H I S  A N N O U N C E M E N T

M 0 4 tU v i



PRIDE OF A C C O M PL ISH M E N T
Larry Ng. 12, of Chinese ancestry, points out with pride to his brother, Vincent., the array of paintings and drawings made by 

school children in China and exhibited in the Rosicrucian Oriental M useum. Children, like their parents, have been deeply emo­
tionally aroused by the events of the war which they have experienced. This emotional stimulus has brought to the fore their 
latent talents. The Rosicrucian M useum  periodically exhibits, free for public inspection, the paintings and handicraft of children 
of distant lands. The Rosicrucian M useum  is one of several museums throughout the nation making such exhibits available to an 
appreciative public. (Courtesy Rosicrucian Digest)



Unseen Worlds .
At tyottn Command/

P ossib ly  there are universes beyond this one to be 
realized. Perhaps w ith in  the nucleus o f  each atom  is 
the energy o f  a thousand dynam os—aw aiting  m an’s 
com m and. But for all o f  this outw ard conquest, are 
you still at the mercy o f  m ysterious in dw ellin g  forces? 
N o  man is a master w h o  has n ot exp lored  se lf—to  
w hom  the w orlds o f  inspiration, m ental creating, and 
intuition  remain dark continents o f  the mind. W ould  
you like to shatter the illusions o f  tim e and space 
—k now  what is real and w hat are the op pressing  
lim itations in life? W ould you like to know  the 
true purpose o f  your conscious existence — and 
experience the C osm ic forces w hich influences it?

ACCEPT THIS 'P 'le e  BOOK
N o w  is the time to discard obsolete, traditional thought. 
W e are on the horizon o f  a new era. Learn how nature was 
intended to obey your commands. W rite the Rosicrucians, 
a world-wide fraternity (not a religion), for their fascinating 
free book, "T h e Mastery o f Life.”  It w ill throw new and 
searching light upon you and your universe.
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or six long years the world 
has thought of personal 
happiness in terms of to­
morrow. It was but a 
n e b u l o u s  to m o rro w . 
Though luminous in  the 
hope it inspired, it was 
indistinct in point of 

i  time. To millions of hu­
mans this tomorrow of which they 

oke was the antithesis of each day 
ey experienced—a time w hen per­

sonal suffering and great sacrifice would 
cease. This general conception of the 
future happiness has often been defined 
by material factors thought to con­
tribute to it, as plastic cars, air-condi­
tioned homes, and helicopter planes. If 
the war and its horrors are now yester­
day, then the tomorrow men have 
dreamed of is here. However, it has 
arrived only as a new day. The happi­
ness men have associated with it is still 
an unreality, a mere potentiality— 
something that m ay come to be.

Just as men make war, so must they 
make the peace. Peace is as active a 
state as war. It is not a condition which 
merely follows the cessation of hostili­
ties. Likewise, as war does not alone con­
sist of the manufacture of armaments, 
but also the attitude of mind and the 
circumstances by which they are em­
ployed, so, too, peace and happiness are 
more than the creating of a num ber of 
new implements and devices. It is held 
that a successful waging of war requires 
certain emotional stimulus. The psy­
chological element is essential. The in­
stinct of individual and collective preser­
vation must be aroused to a point of 
belligerency. The fire of righteous in­

dignation must be fanned by actual or 
imaginary injustices, to an all-consum­
ing passion. Hate must be made to 
seem right. If the contra-state of peace 
is to be created, then obviously such 
elements as these must be purged from 
the hum an consciousness. If they be­
long to the psychology of war, they 
have no place in the minds of those 
who would make a peaceful world. 
Therefore, between us and these m a­
terial things which we m ay think will 
bring happiness is the vast psychologi­
cal adjustment to peace. This adjust­
ment consists of a frank appraisal of 
self. It is not just an inventory of our 
needs but an evaluation of our responsi­
bilities to the times, to society, to the 
future.

First, there is the need of an intelli­
gent, impassion ate survey of the current 
political situation. This survey must 
not be made in the light of considering 
the present aspirants to political office. 
Rather, it must be an inquiry into the 
prevalent political systems and ideolo­
gies extant today. It has been ex­
pounded ■with emphasis of recent years 
that profit-making cliques have gar­
nered the wealth, as great industrial 
octopuses. These groups, called indus­
trialists, bankers, or, collectively, capi­
talists, it is related, have failed to ad­
vance the economic and social well­
being of the labor they have employed. 
Thus, it is contended that labor has 
been exploited and denied security. 
Such powerful elements, it is said, in ­
fluence or dominate government to the 
extent that the average individual found 
the betterment of his position impos­
sible, even though he resided in a pur­



portedly democratic nation. The oppo­
sition—the capitalists—in defense, con­
tended that any individual with initia­
tive and intelligence could likewise rise 
to a point of power and prosperity in a 
nation of democracy. They further af­
firmed that as a m an m ay leave his 
home and shelter to his dependents in ­
stead of leaving it as a public institu­
tion for the destitute, so ought he be 
able to leave his wealth, no m atter how 
great, to his family instead of diverting 
it back to society generally.

Then there was Marxism. I t  became 
a political philosophy, which slowly 
gained momentum and swept the world. 
It is not so much how authorities inter­
pret Marxism that matters, but rather 
how the man in the street understands 
it; its effect upon him. To the laj’rnan, 
it often came to mean an absolute distri­
bution of power and properties among 
the people by the State. W hatever a 
man acquired was not his but belonged 
to the State. It belonged to all men. It 
was conceived that m an might enjoy 
what he had, only to the extent that no 
one else was denied it. W ealth exceed­
ing the personal needs and comforts of 
a man and his family was conceived as 
hoarding, a holding back of the proper­
ties of the State which should be dis­
tributed amongst other citizens. This 
was considered by m any as a distinct 
kind of equality. In other words, men 
were not just held to be equal in spirit­
ual essence, or in the right to opportuni­
ty, but equal in the possessory rights of 
every advantage another had, no m at­
ter how the other acquired it.

This conception caused a distorted 
view, whereby even the indolent, those 
who would not improve their worth to 
society, expected the same rewards from 
it. Some with this radical viewpoint 
styled themselves Communists and at­
tacked those governments and systems 
which they believed opposed their 
ideals; still others who were sympa­
thetic to the communal idea decried 
such radicalism.

Throughout the world there was an 
ever-increasing realization on the part 
of the individual of his insufficiency, of 
his inability to personally provide all 
of those elements necessary to the full­
ness of living as he conceived it. There 
were innumerable things which his own 
hand and brain, or his personal monies

could not provide. Those who had such 
things or privileges would not share 
them—and perhaps felt they were not 
obliged to. Each individual, however, 
was conscious that in m any ways he 
was supporting the State, a kind of 
genie that should be capable of almost 
anything. Instead of looking upon the 
State as an extension of their own will 
and powers, they made of it an inde­
pendent entity. To them it should and 
could provide anything if they paid it 
absolute allegiance, never questioning 
its sources of supply or ways. Such 
States became composed not of the 
people but of a few men. Actually the 
State did become a separate entity. It 
was composed of the will of one or the 
few who directed it. It became divorced 
from the rest of society. The only con­
nection it had with the citizens of such 
a society was that which flowed from 
it to them, and the labors and monies 
which flowed from the people to it. 
Purpose and policy were entirely the 
jurisdiction of the State. Such a politi­
cal system is known as Fascism.

Under a Fascist state m any people 
are actually content, so long as they 
enjoy certain kinds of material benefits 
and an apparent freedom from want. 
They barter their freedom, their politi­
cal expression, and participation in the 
formation of policies of the State for 
relief from m any responsibilities which 
should be assumed by every m an and 
every woman. Fascism appeals strong­
ly  to the m entally lazy, the type of 
mind who says: “Let John do it.” John, 
being the State, does it all right, but at 
what price! The w ar just concluded 
has been principally a war against Fas­
cism, as must be apparent to almost 
everyone.

The R ising Tide o f Socialism
This realization of insufficiency on 

the part of the individual and his in ­
creasing dependency upon others came 
to take also other lines of direction. In  
short, the individual insisted that the 
State must assume responsibility for his 
welfare in all proper endeavors of life, 
and wherever he was not able to do so 
himself. Such individuals contended 
that this was an hum anitarian obliga­
tion of the State to care for its citizens, 
that they must not be dependent upon 
the charitable support or beneficent
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contributions of that minority called 
the “wealthy class.” Great industries 
and sources of supply which are ordi­
narily productive of great wealth for a 
minority, it was held, must be operated 
by the State for the whole of the people, 
so they might enjoy its benefits at the 
least possible cost to themselves. This 
meant that any business or enterprise 
which grew to a point that its service 
or product became one of the “essen­
tials” of an increasingly higher stan­
dard of living should be owned and 
operated by the State.

Through the State, in theory at least, 
every man, even the most common 
laborer, would become in effect a joint 
owner in the great enterprises of his 
nation. In theory also he would become 
a director of the activities of such enter­
prises as railroads, communication sys­
tems, gold mines, et cetera, by his vote. 
He would elect the men who were to 
officiate over this kind of government, 
and this kind of government is Social­
ism. Socialism is widespread in  the 
world at this hour. It is a rising tide. 
Its opponents inveigh against it by call­
ing it Communism. Socialists point out 
that their principal distinction from 
Communism—and an important one— 
is the suffrage of the individual, his 
right to vote as a citizen.

As we soberly survey this political 
scene, we cannot help observing that 
some nations that advocate Democracy 
are actually, in operation, rapidly ap­
proaching Socialism. By the necessity 
of war, the Governments of such na­
tions have assumed more and more of 
the prerogatives and functions of the 
individual. The State began doing for 
him m any of the things he had been 
doing for himself. The individual paid 
for it in taxes and restricted personal 
powers. On the other hand, he became 
relieved of the duties and responsibili­
ties such functions had previously re­
quired of him. Millions not only be­
came accustomed to this method, but 
they began to like it, to favor an ever- 
increasing patronage by the Govern­
ment. Is there danger in this practice? 
It is a question you must honestly 
answer to yourself. I would like to 
point out that the more socialistic a 
government becomes in name, or in 
actual practice under any other name, 
the more powers the individual entrusts

to a comparatively few others. If these 
individuals have a high moral sense and 
are ever conscious of their impersonal 
duties and responsibilities to the citizen, 
all is well. If they are greedy for 
power and avaricious, they take the 
power which they acquire under a So­
cialistic theory of government or prac­
tice and identify themselves solely with 
the State. Instead of the State’s becom­
ing the people and these officers repre­
sentatives of the people, they have be­
come dictators, and Socialism has then 
degenerated into Fascism.

The big question each individual to­
day must keep in mind is how much 
power must I give the State? How 
much must I ask the State to do for me 
instead of seeking ways to do it for 
myself? If leaders of all departments 
of government were philosophers and 
benevolent, altruistic characters, the 
man in the street would never need 
fear their abuse of power, no m atter 
how much he turned over the reins of 
his life to them. The m ajority of hu­
mans having not attained such virtue, 
it is advisable therefore to be thought­
ful and cautious in making indorse­
ments of political systems upon which 
your future happiness depends. Keep 
always in mind the fact that m an cre­
ates the State. The State should never 
supplant individual enterprise and initi­
ative. It should only supplement it. The 
State must remain always but a useful 
machine which mankind operates for 
its benefit. It must never become some­
thing which manipulates society.

Let us ever remember the Biblical 
injunction: “In the sweat of thy  face 
shalt thou eat bread . . .” The problem 
of living, the means of wresting life 
from our environment and attaining 
success and happiness must always re­
main principally an immediate personal 
one. Devising ways and means for 
shunting that responsibility is only to 
eventually invite disaster.

The Best Interests o f Society
If a Socialist Government or a De­

mocracy is equitably to serve the people, 
it must do those things which are for 
the best interests of the whole of so­
ciety. W hat are such best interests or 
the social good? There are but a few 
basic and unchangeable ones. They are 

(Continued on Page 279)



The Atomic Age
By G is b e r t  L. B o ssa r d , F. R. C., Ps D., E. E., Fellow, A. I. E. E.

eldom  have the fantastic 
predictions of the comic 
strips and pseudo-scien­
tists been realized in such 
a dramatic m anner as in 
the case of the atomic 
bomb. W ith the drop­
ping of the first atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima and 

its consequence of horror and destruc­
tion of an estimated 100,000 lives in 
the devastated city, the world learned 
of the tremendous force inherent in the 
m ighty atom. The atomic age thus 
ushered in, bringing with it visions of 
fantastic changes in our civilization 
through the controlled release of the 
tremendous power of the atoms, opens 
up new vistas of research for industrial 
application. This phase of it is well 
understood by the scientific world, to­
gether with the necessary techniques 
and methods of approach for dealing 
with the processes involved, but what is 
of even greater importance are the so­
cial implications, and the inherent 
danger of this power in irresponsible 
hands.

In previous articles* it was pointed 
out that the understanding of the elec­
tronic nature of the atom determines 
m an’s progress in his material, as well 
as in his psychic and cosmic world. The 
concepts of the Fourth or Cosmic Di­

* Rosicrucian Digest -.
"The Mysticism of Modem Science,” May, 1939 
“Science Looks at the Future,” July, 1940 
“From Cosmic Principles to Material Mani­
festations,” Jan. 1943

mension, or the Space-Time continuum, 
or the ether, which are all labels for the 
same thing, are predicated upon the 
existence of Cosmic Energy. To deal 
with the parcels of energy, or quanta, 
and the nature of the atom, it is neces­
sary to employ intuition upon which 
we erect our mathematical structures. 
These concepts can no longer be en­
visioned by our reason, but they can be 
experimentally dealt with by the atomic 
physicist, thus proving or disproving his 
mathematical intuitive  theories.

The layman m ay approach this ad­
vance frontier of science and specu­
lative philosophy in three ways: He 
m ay feel the subject m atter so beyond 
his mental capacity that he closes his 
mind to it; or he m ay glibly repeat the

generalities of the published account of 
le press; or he m ay endeavor through 

sincere study to familiarize himself 
with the underlying principles consti­
tuting the electron theory and the na­
ture of the atom. Only the trained 
physicist in atomic research is qualified 
to deal with the complex mathematics 
involved.

As long as atomic research was the 
domain of a few pioneers on the fore­
most frontier of science, or the favorite 
stamping ground of the speculative phi­
losopher, there existed no urgent reason 
why the average citizen should concern 
himself with the investigation of the 
atom. But with the fearful demonstra­
tion of atomic energy in the form of 
atomic bombing in Japan and the subse­
quent psychosis of fear which term i­
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nated our global war with unbelievable 
suddenness, the fact was driven force­
fully home to the m an in the street 
that personal security from now on de­
pends upon the control of this threat to 
all mankind. Thus fear furnishes the 
motive for good behavior among the 
peoples of the world, where two thou­
sand years of admonition by the Chris­
tian church failed to bring a similar 
result. Yet in the teachings of love 
emphasized by the followers of Jesus, 
as well as by the Great of all ages, lies 
our hope that in the hearts of a suffi­
cient number of hum an beings there 
has been implanted a strong desire to 
use the releases of atomic energy to 
make all future wars impossible and to 
bring to mankind a new era of untold 
benefits.

W here such a strong desire for good 
exists, there will be found adequate 
plans, formulated by capable men work­
ing in the interest of hum anity, to pro­
duce the necessary action which will 
result in the control of all projects af­
fecting the welfare of the world. The 
late President Roosevelt displayed great 
vision and daring in inaugurating the 
$2,000,000,000 scientific gamble which 
made possible a great achievement, and 
wrested the invention from the enemy 
in time to avoid a world catastrophe. 
Dr. Vannevar Bush’s report to Presi­
dent Trum an on such a postwar scien­
tific policy for basic scientific research 
in physics, chemistry, biology, and in 
the application of scientific discoveries 
to the needs of m ilitary research for 
national security envisions an annual 
budget of $95,000,000 for this National 
Research Foundation. Included in this 
proposed program are 24,000 under­
graduate scholarships and 900 graduate 
fellowships awarded annually to make 
higher education possible to those other­
wise barred by financial considerations. 
The discovery and training of scientific 
talent is thus recognized as an important 
and essential factor in this far-reaching 
national security program.

The atomic bomb development is the 
result of not only scientific attainm ent; 
it was made possible only by the ex­
penditure of a great sum of money— 
two billion dollars. It also required the 
building of whole new cities, the mass­
ing of over 100,000 workmen and huge 
stocks of materials, some very rare, dur­

ing a war period of great shortages in 
m an power and transportation facilities. 
It is without doubt a monumental 
achievement and a lesson in world co­
operation, as it required the cooperation 
of three great nations: The United 
States, Great Britain, and Canada. The 
fact that it also called for the greatest 
secrecy makes the task appear that 
much more formidable. From these 
considerations it is apparent that no 
small nation, such as Switzerland, Fin­
land, Holland, or Denmark, could have 
mastered, at this time, quantitatively 
the problems involved. But this need 
not always be the case, as new processes 
and more common materials m ay scale 
these operations down to such an extent 
that they m ay come within the capaci­
ties of smaller powers.

For these reasons the work begun at 
the San Francisco W orld Conference for 
outlawing w ar and for the cooperation 
of nations in a common objective has 
been accelerated by this one single 
scientific and engineering accomplish­
ment. The foolish statement that “There 
always will be w ar” is being replaced 
by the fear that if there is going to be 
another war, it will be the last one as 
it will destroy the world. If fear can 
force the unity  of the nations, it must 
be love in the heart and consciousness 
of m an which will make this un ity  a 
lasting one, as in time we will become 
contemptuous of this one fear and must 
substitute a greater fear, ad infinitum, 
but it is conceivable that finally we will 
succumb to the “devilish” machinations 
of our own creations, unless m an will 
have raised his consciousness, his under­
standing, to a higher level in harmony 
with the teachings of the Sermon on the 
Mount. Only through love can man 
reach his spiritual estate and cast off 
the passions of animal instincts of his 
lower nature. To accomplish this we 
have to employ greater means than 
merely the platitudes and lip-service in­
dulged in  by millions, who have no 
spiritual conception of the great teach­
ings of the Masters that have gone be­
fore them, but who feel secure in the 
outer form, not realizing that Cosmic 
Law cares nothing for the dutiful per­
formance of ineffectual procedures.

The need of the Atomic Age, more 
so than other preceding ages, is for the 
practice of living the good precepts and



expressing them in our daily deeds, 
rather than in vain intellectual repeti­
tions of “taking-for-granted forms.” 
Unless the emotions are reached and the 
spirit is quickened, nothing is accom-

fdished. The great hope of the future 
ies in the direction that the scientific 

approach, which brought us the gz'eat 
materialistic advances, operating in the 
structural field of the atom and sym­
bolized by the triangle, will now be 
extended to the study of the cell or the 
carrier of the great life force itself. The 
Case School of Applied Science in Cleve­
land has just announced a program to 
enter upon the investigation of the cell, 
but as long as science takes the fruits 
of intuition , but refuses courageously to 
make the source of all things a subject 
of investigation, it will be able to ex­
press its findings only in accordance 
with the law of the triangle pertaining 
to the materialistic side of matter.

The advanced scientist realizes that 
there is a first cause, a fourth dimen­
sional world of energy, and that it ex­
presses in  our three-chmensional experi­
ence in the form of electrons and pro­
tons, which combined as atoms into 
molecules constitute our real world. By 
the investigation of the cell the world 
m ay be hit by another atomic bomb, 
namely the astounding “discovery,” 
long known to the ancients, that there 
exists creative intelligence in this fourth, 
or Cosmic Dimension, expressing freely 
in accordance with natural or Cosmic 
Laws through any suitable channel. 
Thought energy of the hum an mind, 
formulated in plans and expressing in 
action, will be found to reproduce in 
solid, tangible achievements the mental 
pattern projected into the Cosmic or 
fourth dimension. Every achievement 
is the result of either consciously, or un­
consciously, drawing upon this vast 
reservoir of Cosmic, intelligent energy. 
Prayer, emotionally felt as a sincere 
desire, carrying a clear mental concept 
of what is wanted, taps this Universal 
God-given energy; while repetition or 
“affirmation” continues to educate the 
subconscious mind of m an in making 
the necessary Cosmic Contact and at­
tracting the means and stimulating the 
energies in m an to express in action the 
plan he so sincerely desires to see “m a­
terialized.”

Until learning concerns itself with 
the real nature of man, and no longer 
considers the investigation of the “in­
tangibles” of life as mere superstitions 
beyond the dignity of science, the quack, 
the charlatan, and the fake will con­
tinue to dominate the minds of millions 
of men and women, holding them in 
bondage so strong that they will even 
take hum an life in their fanatical be­
lief that they are serving a just cause. 
Astrology, telepathy, clairvoyance, m en­
tal projection, the “supernatural,” spirit­
ualism, mental healing, and the long 
line of “intangibles,” judged by the hold 
they have on the lives of millions of 
people, deserve the searching inquiries 
of the best minds in the world. Neither 
the majority of the adherents or objec­
tors to these intangible phenomena have 
arrived at their position as the result of 
unbiased, true scientific investigation.

W ith the release of atomic energy 
emphasizing the need for Truth, and 
with it the wanton uselessness of covet­
ing our neighbor’s possessions since 
there exists a storehouse of Cosmic 
GOODS awaiting our command for its 
release, the time has come when trained 
specialists should be organized into a 
great fact-finding body to advance hu­
m an knowledge in this field. Such 
specialists should be men combining 
scientific training and speculative phi­
losophy (metaphysics) and capable of 
proceeding with an open mind, but em­
ploying the scientific method and ap­
proach to bring light into the darkness 
of millions of hum an minds, thus re­
kindling their faith in a Living God by 
backing it with a great conviction based 
upon true knowledge, instead of super­
stition or half-truth. We think of our­
selves as a free people, but millions of 
good citizens are held in mental chains 
of bondage, stronger than any chains of 
steel could ever be. Ignorance and 
superstition are the great foes of the 
world. W ith a little imagination, this 
holocaust of W orld W ar II could have 
been prevented. W ith the solution of 
the release of atomic energy the need 
for all the prize packages, such as coal 
and gasoline, with their allied beneficial 
synthetic materials replacing the natu­
ral product, disappears as by magic, and 
the underlying cause of all wars—an 
insufficient economy—also disappears. 
True, we have not yet reached this
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phase of atomic power development, but 
is it stressing our mentalities too much 
to visualize the result of cooperation of 
of science working on an international 
scale for the common objective of mak­
ing atomic power do the bidding of 
mankind for benevolent purposes, thus 
bringing about the “Four Freedoms,” 
with a couple of more Freedoms thrown 
in gratis?

The psychology of atomic bombing, 
wdth its fear neurosis, has placed into 
the hands of world leaders not only a 
great responsibility, but also a wonder­
ful opportunity to advance hum an 
values. All ideologies evaporate into 
thin air; communism, socialism, fas­
cism, merely become symbols of a by­
gone age in the wake of the new, bright 
age of electronics, with its infant—the 
atomic age. Atomic power seems the 
answer to the great waste of energy of 
fuel-burning engines, eliminating the 
need for vast gasoline storage, but it 
must be realized that all this lies in 
future research. The speculative Sun­
day supplements have drawn freely 
on the imagination to predict the 
changes that the utilization of atomic 
power will bring—all this depending 
upon the control of the release of this 
energy, the cost of the processes and 
materials involved and m any other fac­
tors. There is no need to repeat any of 
these statements in this article. It might 
be well to point out that the atomic 
bomb utilizes less than one per cent of 
the possible energy contained in  the 
U-235 atom. Dr. W illiam L. Laurence, 
who prepared the W ar Departm ent’s 
official release covering the atomic 
bomb, described the intricate scientific 
work which led to the manufacture of 
the atomic bomb in his article “The 
Atom Gives Up,” which was published 
in the Saturday Evening Post, Septem­
ber 7, 1940. The reader is referred to

this article, as it relates the story of the 
earlier researches, and the immense and 
complex problems faced by the scien­
tists, and also the international collabo­
rations involved.

Atomic energy appears to be concen­
trated in the nucleus of the atom. This 
force, confined in an inconceivably 
small space, has been the subject of 
interesting calculations which indicate 
that the atomic bomb contained a po­
tential force one million times greater 
than the force of gravitation, but that it 
tapped only a small percentage of this 
potential power. The student of meta­
physics will be interested in the fact 
that “atom smashing” is the reverse of 
the alchemist’s effort to transmute one 
material into another, whereby several 
light-weight elements were to be trans­
muted into a heavy one, namely gold. 
The material used in atomic research 
is the heaviest known material, urani­
um, which is transmuted into the lighter 
materials, such as barium, tin, telluri­
um, antimony, and a number of others 
not so well known. Of course, the real 
alchemist’s search was for a much 
greater objective—the transmutation of 
coarse hum an values into those of 
higher spiritual truths.

The difficulty of separating the un­
stable U-235 from its stable isotope, 
U-238, and the small amount of U-235 
contained in a ton of pitchblende (about 
six pounds) are undoubtedly the reasons 
for the great plants and the costs in­
volved in the present project. One fact 
stands out—that a new, powerful ex-

Slosive has been produced at a pro- 
igious amount of labor and a great 

cost. All other applications of it depend 
on the perfecting of our knowledge for 
the peacetime control of atomic energy 
—therefore atomic jitters are unw ar­
ranted for us who control the bomb.

C O N V E N T IO N  PLANS FOR 1946
W ith the cancellation of restrictions on holding large gatherings, we are immediately 

going forward with plans for the 1946 Rosicrucian Convention which will be held at 
Rosicrucian Park from July 7 to 13. Many special features were already in the process 
of being completed at the time it was necessary to cancel the 1945 convention. W e are 
now proceeding with the completion of these plans as well as many others. The 1946 
convention, it is anticipated, will be the largest ever held in this jurisdiction of the 
Order. Further announcements will appear from time to time concerning it, and our 
members are invited now to make plans to attend. All active members of every degree 
are eligible to participate in the annual Rosicrucian convention.

[ 2 6 2 ]



Karma in Principle and Practice
By R a l p h  M. Lew is, F. R. C. 

LESSON TW O

HE
cause

principle of 
jffect, and of

natural 
and

pitting opposites against 
each other, has led to im- 

ortant developments. It 
ecame the instinctive 

basis for the first law of 
compensation practiced in

__________  hum an society. About
2000 B. C., there ascended to the throne 
the sixth in line of the Amorite kings. 
He was known as Hammurabi. He 
was both a genius in administration 
and at war. Under his guidance, an­
cient Babylonia reached the peak of its 
culture, and one of the greatest cultures 
of the ancient world. His contributions 
to the civilization of his period were 
numerous, and left a very definite in­
fluence upon the world. He reorganized 
the calendar, causing it to conform to 
the seasons as we know them. He in­
troduced an equitable tax system, a 
taxation against the rich and poor alike. 
He permitted the humble citizen to ap­
peal direct to him, if that citizen felt 
that the King’s ministers were not dis­
pensing justice in his behalf.

W hat concerns us most is that he be­
gan codifying the existing laws. He 
unified all of the uses, the unwritten 
laws, the social and other decrees and 
customs. He made m any changes for 
the dispensing of justice. He had this 
code of laws, which was the first in the 
history of the world, inscribed upon a 
shaft of diorite, a kind of monument of

black stone. The inscription was in 
cuneiform, the wedgelike writing of the 
time. At the top of the shaft of stone 
was sculptured a scene which showed 
the king receiving his laws from the 
sun-god. This implied that he was en­
lightened in his work and that it was a 
decree from the Divine that he codify 
his laws and that he was being in­
fluenced by powers beyond himself to 
accomplish such work. The code pro­
vided justice for the widow and orphan, 
who in those ancient times, as often 
today, were taken advantage of because 
of their status in society.

A prominent principle, expressed 
throughout the whole code of laws, is 
that punishment of the same kind as 
his injury to others be inflicted upon 
the culprit. For example, if someone 
was negligent, thereby causing injury 
to others, he must experience as punish­
m ent the same effect as caused by his 
negligence. I t is specifically related that 
a builder must suffer the same injuries 
as a tenant whose house has fallen upon 
him due to careless construction by the 
builder. Such laws of compensation are 
founded upon the principle that one 
must realize the effects of his own acts, 
whatever they m ay be. The evil doer 
must experience his own evil ways. It 
being thought that it was not just suffi­
cient that he be punished because of his 
evil, but that he must also come to 
know what his acts produced, by ex­
periencing the identical effects.
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Five hundred years after the time of 
Hammurabi, Moses is related to have 
received the Ten Commandments on 
Mt. Sinai. It is further told that he 
spent forty additional days on the 
mountain, where he was given an 
amplification of the original command­
ments, an elaboration on their content. 
These later on were not written, but 
were said to be related verbally to 
Moses by God, and came to be called 
the Oral Laws. These Oral Laws, as 
they appear today, have been greatly 
influenced by modification, and the 
fashioning by the Rabbis through the 
centuries.

Ancient Princip le*

These ancient Hebraic laws m ay be 
found in the Pentateuch, the first five 
books of the Bible. They are commonly 
called the Mosaic laws. They are found 
to correspond closely to the code of 
Hammurabi. This is perhaps due to 
the fact that the Hebrews, having been 
slaves and prisoners in Babylonia, al­
lowed their experiences with the Ham ­
murabi laws to enter into the fashion­
ing of their interpretation, at least, of 
the Mosaic laws. The fundamental 
principle of these Mosaic laws, like that 
of the Hammurabi code, is that each 
must experience the effect of his own 
acts. For example, in  Exodus 21:23-25, 
we find: “ . . . thou shalt give life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, . . . 
wound for wound . . .”

The Egyptian Book of the Dead is 
another classic example, wherein the 
individual is obliged to experience the 
effects of his own acts as causes. The 
Book of the Dead is a title given by 
archaeologists and Egyptologists to a 
collection of funerary texts compiled 
and prepared for the dead, by priests 
of many centuries. It relates the ex­
periences which they must expect in 
the aftenvorld, their obligations and 
m anner of preparing for the future life, 
and so forth. In one of the myriad 
papyri of which it is composed, there is 
a scene called Last Judgment, or The 
Great Reckoning. I t discloses a large 
hall in which are to be seen the as­
sembled gods of the polytheism which 
prevailed in Egypt at the time. In the 
center of this hall, before the assembled 
gods, is a great balance or scale. On top 
of an upright beam, by which the scale

is supported, is seated an ape. The ape 
has always been associated with the 
God Thotn, the God of Wisdom, and, in 
this instance, is symbolic of wisdom. 
In  one of the pans of the scale is a 
feather. The feather symbolizes purity 
and truth. In the other pan or scale is 
what appeal's like a little vessel or vase, 
and this peculiar design, almost always 
the same, is called the ah. It is a sym­
bol of the heart.

The whole scene depicts the weigh­
ing of the hum an virtues after death, 
after the deceased has reached the next 
world. The heart is being weighed 
against tru th  to determine how far the 
acts of the departed, his conduct during 
his lifetime, fell short of a positive good, 
namely, of tru th  and righteousness. 
Consequently, there before these gods 
the deceased is being obliged to experi­
ence the judgment of the effects of his 
acts. It is Thoth, the God of Wisdom, 
who decides the degree of goodness or 
evil of the past life of the deceased.

In the Scriptures of Confucius, there 
is still another example of how good 
and evil, as effects of acts as causes, 
must be personally realized by us. A 
chela asks Confucius if there is any 
word which in and by itself will serve 
the practical rule of life. More em­
phatically, is there a single word which 
in its meaning alone will represent how 
m an shall live? Confucius answered: 
“Reciprocity.” This m ay mean that 
what we do not want done to ourselves 
we should not do to others. In  the Con- 
fucian Scriptures, it is made plain that 
if a man has done you an injury, he 
shall be punished in the exact nature 
of his injury to you. Consequently we 
find that retribution is the basis of the 
Confucian law of compensation.

K ind* o f K arm a
From the ancient Hindu teachings 

has descended a Sanskrit word which 
signifies moral causes and effects. This 
word is karma. Etymologically, it 
means deed, or to do. The doctrine 
which surrounds this word, or of which 
the word is a basis, spreads to m any of 
the other principal religions in India— 
Buddhism, for example. According to 
Buddha, the soul must continually in­
carnate for an indefinite period. The 
Buddhistic ideal, therefore, is to bring 
about a surcease of this continual in­



carnation, this embodiment in physical 
form. The acts of each life, according 
to Buddhistic principles, become causes, 
and as causes they produce a sequence 
of effects. These effects are karma, and 
karma accumulates and is inherited or 
brought over from a former life. Con­
sequently, the soul must exhaust karma 
before it m ay be delivered from the 
necessity of incarnating time after 
time in physical form on the m ortal 
plane. According to Buddha, incarna­
tions are like the potter’s wheel, which 
receives impulsations from the hands 
of the potter who keeps it spinning. 
The acts of each incarnation are an 
impulsation which keeps the wheel of 
rebirth into physical form revolving. 
W hen there is no more karma, when 
our acts have not produced such, there 
are no more impulsations. The wheel 
of rebirth ceases its movement, and the 
soul is not again obliged to inhabit a 
body on earth.

The Buddhist says that karma is four­
fold. There is the karma that bears 
fruit in the present existence, during 
our mortal existence here. There is the 
karm a that bears fruit in rebirth in a 
future life. There is the karma that 
bears fruit at no fixed time, that is, 
which may occur in this life or in one of 
the m any subsequent lives from now. 
Then there is the bygone karma. 
Thoughts which produce acts now in 
our current life result in karma in  the

next incarnation. If, however, they fail 
to produce effects, they have become 
bygone karma, which implies that they 
have been mitigated in some way by 
subsequent acts. The Buddhist makes 
plain that the blame for our deeds is 
strictly our own. It is strictly a per­
sonal responsibility. We cannot trans­
fer the responsibility to others. The 
Buddhist further contends that there is 
no escape from our own deeds; the 
effects must follow the causes into the 
heavens, into the sea, or into the earth. 
He points out that when we experience 
evil, we learn to flee from it. This does 
not mean an escape, but once having 
known what effects follow from a cause, 
we learn to avoid such causes.

To the Buddhist, karma as a law is 
inexorable. There are no exceptions, 
no deviations. In the Buddhist doc­
trines, there are two general kinds of 
karma: one is pure and the other is 
impure. Impure karma necessitates 
further existence, requires incarnation 
again in mortal form. In  impure karma, 
the suffering is always proportionate 
to the deed itself. The extent of the 
evil of the act determines the conse­
quence or effect. Here again, we have 
the principle of retribution for the act. 
Pure deeas of karma eventually stop 
the wheel of rebirth. The soul is liber­
ated from further imprisonment in 
physical form.

(To be continued next month.)

A T T E N T IO N  H IER A R C H Y  MEMBERS
1 A special period of meditation, conducted in the manner with which all Hierarchy 

members are familiar, will be held on November 8, 1945, at eight o’clock, P. M., Pacific 
W ar Time. (In the event war time has been discontinued, it will be Pacific Standard 
Time.) Each member of the Hierarchy is asked to participate at a time in his locality
which corresponds to the above hour. Mark this date and the exact time for your loca- 

ij tion on your calendar now. Only members of the Hierarchy are to report results, marked
\ “Personal,” to the Imperator, Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, San Jose, California.

A N N U A L  LODGE RALLIES T O  BE HELD
The Lodges of New York, Detroit, and Philadelphia will conduct their annual rallies 

on the dates given below. All members are cordially invited by these Lodges to be 
present at all sessions of the rallies. If you anticipate attending, communicate with the 
secretaries of the Lodges for further particulars. The dates are as follows:

New York City Minor Lodge-—Saturday and Sunday, October 6 and 7. Ethel Golden- 
berg, Secretary, 250 W. 57th Street, New York City.

Thebes Minor Lodge, Detroit—Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 19, 20, and 21. 
Margaret McGowan, Secretary, 4811 Second Blvd. First, Third, and Ninth Degree 
initiations will be performed.

Benjamin Franklin Minor Lodge, Philadelphia—Saturday and Sunday, November 10 
and 11. Lucille B. Nenner, Secretary, 219 S. Broad Street

pjutru-j
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Temple Echoes
By P la to n ic u s ,  F. R . C .

n e  might characterize the 
release of atomic energy 
through nuclear fission 
as a trium ph of ration­
alism and materialism. 
Hum an intelligence ap­
plied in the precise m athe­
matical calculations of 
physicists, then elabo­

rated in terms of massive yet intricate 
equipment, has succeeded in releasing 
the primordial forces of nature! As 
President Trum an stated in his an­
nouncement of the atomic bomb, man 
has discovered a way to harness a por­
tion of the fundamental power which 
undergirds and governs the universe.

The Secret Tradition of mysticism 
and occultism has long contended that 
the same energy m ay be directed and 
released through the power of m an’s 
higher personal faculties, cultivated by 
the technique of Adeptship. The hor­
rific force released by the explosion of 
an atomic bomb is infinitesimal when 
compared with the power of the WORD, 
or Divine Logos, which went forth in 
the beginning of all things. This Logos 
power is now diffused throughout the 
universe, and “lost” to the great m a­
jority of mankind.

The Adept of mystical science is one 
who has regained the power of the 
Word, and is able to direct it in con­
structive and fully creative channels. 
It has been demonstrated that even the 
spoken word has the power to alter the 
status of matter, to change its basic 
rate of vibration and to transmute the

forces which constitute its elementary 
nature.

Jesus said that faith might release 
sufficient power to move mountains; 
undoubtedly He was far more literal in 
this statement than most Biblical stu­
dents have suspected! W hat we are 
suggesting is that man’s mind alone can 
become a fulcrum for the ordering and 
disposition of these stupendous natural 
forces. Considering the secrecy which 
surrounds the details and formulae of 
the atomic bomb, is it surprising that 
the secrets of Adeptship are so well 
guarded, and so inaccessible to the un ­
worthy and unprepared?

It seems likely that within a few 
years all the great world powers, 
through enormously stimulated scien­
tific research, will discover for them­
selves the secrets of atomic power. This 
poses incalculable problems for world 
strategy, diplomacy, and geopolitics. 
Can any effective defense be conceived 
to protect a nation from the terrors of 
atomic bombing? Obviously, a sincere 
effort to form a strong international 
organization on the basis of the world 
charter signed at San Francisco is one 
possibility. Future aggressors and dis­
turbers of world peace could be coerced 
and restrained immediately by use of 
atomic bombs, at the disposal of the 
lawful international authority.

It is disheartening to note how little 
belief there is in the public mind that 
W orld W ar II was the last great mili­
tary  conflagration. Speculation about a 
third and more terrible war is very



common, and very little confidence 
seems to exist in a millennium of peace. 
Since another great war (which we 
pray will never come) would inevitably 
call forth the use of atomic bombs and 
possibly even more demonic agencies 
of destruction, is there no hope for hu­
manity? Have our intellectual powers 
finally devised instruments of death 
and destruction which inexorably lead 
to the suicidal obliteration of world 
civilization?

Surely one great hope for the future 
lies in the realms of mystical science 
and mystical religion. Only God can 
save this world from the folly and 
avarice striving for dominance in hu­
m an nature. The spiritualization of 
hum an society, and of hum an thought 
as embodied in science, philosophy, and 
religion, is the only final answer to the 
deathward impulse symbolized by the 
atomic bomb.

It is instructive to note the sociologi­
cal implications of the release of atomic 
energy. There will probably be a strong 
tendency to decentralize our collective 
life, to deurbanize our culture by re­
versing the concentration of industry 
and population in great cities. Urban 
areas are too vulnerable to attack; fur­
thermore, in the age of aviation and 
vastly speeded transportation and com­
munication of all types, there is no 
necessity for the teeming metropolitan 
areas.

The peacetime use of atomic power 
should gradually furnish industry and 
the home with boundless light and 
power at small cost. Eventually the 
working day will become shorter, and 
the added hours of leisure can be di­
verted into constructive educational and 
even spiritual channels. We should also 
remember that a host of other dis­
coveries lie beyond the secrets of the 
atom! An electrical engineer, member 
of the Rosicrucian Order, stated to the 
writer that a beam of sunlight contains 
sufficient power for most of m an’s daily 
energy requirements, and that the har­
nessing of this latent power and its 
utilization for the benefit of all peoples 
is a development of the not-too-distant 
future.

The intelligent use and distribution 
of these new sources of power should 
greatly increase the productivity and

commonwealth of all nations. Ulti­
m ately these remarkable scientific dis­
coveries, if morally and spiritually di­
rected, should provide the necessary 
material foundations for the ideal so­
cieties envisioned by Plato, Sir Francis 
Bacon, Edward Bellamy, and other 
timeless social prophets.

The successful debut of the atomic 
bomb has enhanced enormously the 
prestige of science as a method and 
technique in the solution of hum an 
problems. M any who have worshipped 
the forms and symbolic idols of external 
religion will now transfer their devo­
tion to the golden calf of “Scientism.” 
Orthodox religion will suffer more set­
backs until, perhaps, as Bellamy prophe­
sied, by 2000 A. D., most contemporary 
sects and orthodoxies will simply have 
died out, for want of believers! Mori­
bund dogmas and obsolescent theologies 
will seem completely irrelevant and out 
of place in the scientific, rational epoch 
of atomism.

However, the spiritual aridity of 
typical scientific research will not an­
swer the needs of the heart and soul of 
mankind. In keeping with the spirit of 
the new age, we predict the rise of a 
wonderful mystical science and inward 
religion, not unlike that foreseen by 
Bacon in his New Atlantis. In the van­
guard of those exploring, mapping, and 
cultivating in the true scientific spirit, 
the promised land of the inner life will 
be, as ever, the Rosicrucian Order, 
AMORC.

*  *  *

Wisdom is the result of personal ex­
perience, which m ay be attained in 
spiritual matters only by entering into 
a divine state of consciousness, to be 
sought within.

* * *

M anuel M. Sunyer, newly-appointed 
Director of the Spanish-American di­
vision of AMORC was bom in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, on December 12, 
1896, of Spanish parentage. His father 
was an architect, and after completing 
his professional assignment in Argen­
tina he returned with his family to 
Barcelona, where the young Manuel 
grew to manhood. He studied engineer­
ing and building construction in a 
technical school, and became a specialist 
in ceramics, in the use of decorative
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tiles and pottery in all types of con­
struction.

At the age of eighteen Senor Sunyer 
left Spain and established residence in 
Havana, Cuba, where he prospered as a 
general building contractor. There he 
met the lady who became his wife, Inez. 
In 1936 the Sunyer family moved to 
Miami, and immediately applied for 
American citizenship, which they re­
ceived in due course. For several years 
Frater Sunyer continued the application 
of his skills in artistic tile construction, 
then during the war served for a time 
as a government censor. For two years 
before joining the staff of AMORC he 
was foreman of hull construction in a 
M iami shipyard making crash boats for 
the air forces. During this period he 
created several devices which greatly 
speeded the fabrication of hulls, and 
saved the government m any thousands 
of dollars.

For more than twenty years Frater 
Sunyer has been a student of mysticism 
and philosophy, but it was not until 
1939 that he was led to the portals of 
the Rosicrucian Order. A Spanish 
friend, Frater M ariano Cuesta, was the 
channel for his introduction to Rosi- 
crucianism. In  1944, as an official of 
the Miami Chapter, Frater Sunyer had 
the solemn and moving duty of con­
ducting the Rosicrucian funeral service 
for his departed friend, Frater Cuesta.

The new Director of AMORC’s 
Spanish-American activities sees in his 
position a great personal challenge. 
There are remarkable potentialities of 
growth and service in this sector of the 
Order’s work, and Frater Sunyer sees 
his mission as being an instrument for 
the maximum development of the 
Spanish-speaking peoples of this hemi­
sphere. He is confident that Rosicru- 
cianism will be one of the strongest 
means for encouraging a spiritual kin­
ship between the two Americas.

On the personal side, Frater Sunyer 
is a true Spanish gentleman, and a very 
cooperative and enthusiastic staff mem­
ber. He is very proud of his wife and 
children, numbering five girls! Mr. and

Mrs. Sunyer have two older daughters,
Inez and Rosario, ages 19 and 15, and
triplets, M artha, Teresa, and Lourdes,
age 12. W hen kidded about his large
feminine contingent, Frater Sunyer’s
stock answer is, “Si, no fruto; todas
flores;” which literally translated is,
“Yes, no fruit; all flowers!”

* * *
Although everyone is immensely re­

lieved that the war has come to an end, 
there was considerable surprise that it 
terminated so early in 1945. The gener­
ality of opinion was that it would last 
well into 1946, or even early 1947. The 
ancient prophecy of the Great Pyramid, 
mentioned in a previous issue of this 
column, held that the destructive phase 
would not end until early 1947, and 
that the broad contours of the New Age 
would not be fully in view until 1953.

Regrettably, it is evident that destruc­
tion has not yet come to an end. There 
will be innumerable tensions incident 
to the occupation of Japan and her out­
lying aggrandizements. China rests 
upon a precarious internal situation. In 
Spain, Greece, Italy, France, Belgium, 
India, and elsewhere in  Eurasia the 
kettle is boiling, and civil tension and 
strife are distinct possibilities. As in the 
cycles of nature, the phase of tearing 
down and reduction to constituent ele­
ments has not yet been completed, and 
the strong impulse for rebuilding will 
await, as it were, a more complete 
clearing ground, or preparation of the 
soil.

These natural processes of social evo­
lution are painful, and evoke compas­
sion and sympathy from those of us 
who are not intimately concerned with 
them. However, peoples of the Ameri­
cas can do and give much toward the 
rehabilitation of Europe and desolated 
parts of Asia, and each of us should 
seek some way to help, perhaps through 
gifts of food, clothing, and money. 
Since we are now, more than ever, One 
World, it behooves each esoteric student 
sincerely to make his personal contribu­
tion to the rehabilitation, upliftment, 
and spiritualization of all humanity.

VV  V

“The most discouraging thing in life is the approach toward the unfinished 
end. This perhaps, more than anything else, prompts the hope in a hereafter 
or future life.”— Validivar



A VISION OF GOD’S PLAN FOR THE WORLD
By T hor  K iim a leh to , Sovereign Grand Master

h e n  we see the havoc 
wrought by man in this 
conflict and war, we can­
not help asking the ques­
tions, “Is this the being 
created in the divine 
image? Is this destruc­
tion of people and their

 peaceful living necessaiy?
Is this the life God planned for his hu­
m an children?” W e are farther away 
than ever before from the Land of 
H eart’s Desire. Is the Golden Age— 
the age of Peace and Love and Joy—a 
m yth, a chimera, a dream?

It is true that struggle is necessary 
for development. I t  is true that we 
must regard life as a glorious adventure. 
It is true that what we consider evil 
has its function in the divine scheme of 
things. It is true that we must be able 
to comprehend the complete situation 
from all possible angles or viewpoints 
in order to realize the harmonious whole.

Life today is not as God m eant it to 
be. God did not require that brother 
should kill brother. God did not mean 
that huge sums of money should be 
spent on armaments and tools of de­
struction. He did not plan a national­
ism so intense and arrogant that a natu­
ral blending of cultures becomes im­
possible. Race hatred, tyranny, and 
greed seem to be ram pant everywhere. 
Corruption in high places is a common

occurrence. Selfishness and indifference 
among those who should be alert have 
given the forces of intolerance a strong 
foothold. The democracies of the world, 
with the exception of the United States, 
have revealed their inherent weakness 
in a crisis and have lost their position 
of influence and power. Under our 
very eyes an epoch is drawing to a 
close. Under our very eyes the balance 
of power is changing.

No m atter how nations act, God’s 
plans do not fail. In the eyes of God 
a thousand years are as a watch in the 
night. An incarnation is only a day in 
the life of a soul. Eventually men must 
learn to live with one another in peace 
and harmony. Men must learn that 
true freedom lies only in harmony with 
the divine will, that true self-expression 
lies in realizing one’s sonship to the 
divine.

M an is so slow in learning these few 
simple lessons that one wonders where 
the difficulty lies. Is it that the workers 
in the Lord’s vineyard are too few? Is 
it that the lessons of love and service 
and brotherhood are too difficult to 
understand? Is hate more delightful 
than love? Is selfishness more attractive 
than service and brotherhood? Are the 
rewards of righteousness inferior to the 
ill gotten gains of iniquity? Are the ape, 
the tiger, and the serpent more attrac­
tive than the dove of peace?
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Come now, let us reason together, 
pleads the prophet. W hat is it that the 
Lord requires of thee? But to do justice, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with the Lord, thy God. All ye that are 
weary and heavy-laden, come to me, 
says the Christ, for m y yoke is light.

W hat is life as God means us to live 
it? W hat would the world be like if 
nations obeyed the laws of God and 
monarchs ruled in the spirit of the 
divine father? First of all, the earth 
would be a paradise of love and beauty. 
W herever one turned there would be 
gardens and orchards, fair parks and 
winding paths. W herever one walked, 
one would hear the song of birds, the 
playing of fountains, and the m urm ur­
ing of brooks. W hen weary, one could 
sit under the spreading trees. One 
could move easily from land to land. 
There would be employment for every­
body. Each hum an being would do the 
work that his degree of evolution per­
mitted and that his development re­
quired for the flowering of his talents. 
Exploring the resources of sea and 
earth and sky would absorb most of 
m an’s energy.

W hen such a time comes, there will 
be time to spare for every interest that 
a m an could possibly have. There will 
be time for husband and wife to culti­
vate true comradeship, for parents and 
children to understand each other. 
There will be time for m any friend­
ships, for the cultivation of the arts and 
sciences as hobbies and leisure interests, 
for the creation of beauty, for extensive 
travel, and above all, for the cultivation 
of the inner self, m an’s divine faculties 
and potentialities.

Education
Education will be threefold: helping 

the child to find himself, helping the 
child to find his place in the world, 
and helping the child to begin his jour­
ney on the road to illumination. Seeing 
the world will be part of the education 
of every hum an being. The ships of 
the Navies will be converted into float­
ing schoolhouses. By the time a young 
man reaches adulthood he will know 
the world from actual contact, not from 
reading books of geography and travel 
and looking at pictures of the Alps or of 
the jungles of Africa. The nations of 
the world will be like instruments in a

universal orchestra. Each will play its 
distinctive note in its culture, customs, 
and contributions to civilization. Na­
tions will vie with each other in hospi­
tality and generosity. The doors of all 
universities will be open to the inhabi­
tants of the world. The only require­
ment will be capacity to learn and a 
useful motive in learning.

W ith the whole population of the 
world being educated and permitted to 
travel, w ith all the waste places of the 
world being turned into gardens, with 
all the sick and aged given proper care 
and attention, there will be a loving 
task for every hum an being. In  the 
morning of life each hum an being will 
concentrate on developing his talents. 
In the afternoon of life he will give his 
talents as a gift to the world. In  the 
evening of life he will seek divine 
illumination and the cultivation of his 
higher powers. There will be no ceme­
teries, and no ancestor worship. Every­
body will know that there is no death. 
All forms of implements of warfare will 
become museum curiosities. Difficulties 
will be of a constructive nature. Men 
will concentrate on conquering Nature, 
on stabilizing climate and temperature. 
Education will concentrate on wiping 
out the evils of alcohol and opium, and 
contagious diseases, on helping hum an 
beings to overcome the handicaps of 
temperament and character and en­
vironment, on helping human beings to 
become creative.

The Arts

Every community will have its or­
chestra, its choir, its exhibition hall, and 
its forum. Every community will have 
its social hall, its university for the 
people, and its place of worship. Re­
ligion will be universal. All the Ava­
tars of God will be equally reverenced, 
and their teachings appreciated. The 
Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, the 
Book of Psalms, the prophets, the para­
bles of Jesus will be the heritage of 
every school child throughout the world. 
Music will be an intrinsic part of edu­
cation, of religion and community life. 
M an will praise God in song, in poetry, 
in dance, and in works of art. He will 
praise God in innumerable deeds of love 
and kindness. Education will aim at 
making all children receptive to divine 
inspiration. No talent will be lost.



Every genius will add a star to civiliza­
tion’s gleaming crown. The aim of the 
dance will be to help m an achieve ec­
stasy and symmetry. In  music he will 
try  to reach the higher planes and en­
deavor to register the music of the 
spheres. In  poetry and literature m an 
will express in  memorable foim the 
great laws of the universe. In science 
man will experiment in the realms un­
touched at present.

Tfcp Outstanding Citizen

The illuminated m an will be honored. 
He who has gone farthest on the path 
to divinity will be the outstanding citi­
zen. The many-sided genius will be the 
m an sought by the rulers. Our young 
men  will aim to emulate great per­
sonalities like Aristotle who left his im­
print on every branch of science; like 
Leonardo da Vinci, equally gifted in 
painting, sculpture, and engineering; 
like Francis Bacon, who achieved fame 
as a poet, playwright, judge, philoso­
pher, and scientist. Our young women 
will emulate Deborah, a wife and 
mother in Israel and yet a judge under 
a palm tree. Or they will emulate 
Elizabeth Browning, a poet and wife of 
a great poet in a union more glorious 
than that depicted in fairy tales; or 
Madame Curie, the winner of the Nobel 
prize for discovery of radium, the wife 
of a scientist equally great, and a 
mother of two daughters, the elder a 
scientist who also succeeded in winning 
a Nobel prize.

M arriage problems will disappear. It 
will be unnecessary to m arry  for money, 
or social position, or security. The 
boundary lines of sects and creeds and 
nationalities will be meaningless. Young 
people will m arry for love alone. They 
will be united in their love for each 
other, in their children, in their work 
together for their community. All m an­
kind will be striving together to tran ­
scend the physical plane. All will be 
prepared to work with the next wave 
of hum an evolution. W hat task can be 
nobler than to help God in the work of 
creation? W hat task can be more satis­
fying than to help hum an beings 
evolve?

Fulfillm ent o f the Mdeul

Is not this picture of life as God 
meant it to be, as it will be, a soul- 
satisfying and inspiring one? Do you 
think it an idle dream? Do you think 
it impossible of fulfillment? Dear 
Friends, it is no idle dream. It is not 
impossible of fulfillment. It is the Di­
vine Plan. If hum an beings w ant it 
and are willing to cooperate in bring­
ing it to pass, the vision will become 
reality and actuality. How shall we 
bring this glorious dream into m ani­
festation? Very easily, brothers and 
sisters. W e can resolutely tu rn  our 
backs on the holocaust of modem civi­
lization and start today. W e must 
cherish this dream in our hearts. We 
must make the place in which we live 
an abode of love and beauty. We must 
live the ideal life and instill in our 
children the highest and noblest ideals. 
We must work unrem ittingly at the 
perfection of our characters, and en­
courage the artists, the musicians, the 
writers, and the scientists in our circle, 
and in our own community. Let it be 
our own ambition to do the will of God 
on earth and among men.

Thoughts have wings and have in­
finite power. They can penetrate the 
furthermost ends of the earth. The first 
ray of the sun heralds the brilliant 
dawn. A little cloud no bigger than a 
m an’s hand can grow into a refreshing 
shower. A little community of light 
and love can inspire the world. We are 
not alone. There are groups through­
out the world that cherish this dream, 
that seek the way to God, that are chil­
dren of light and love. If we contem­
plate the obstacles and difficulties, we 
shall be dismayed. W e refuse to see the 
host arrayed against us. We keep our 
eyes steadily fastened on the divine 
light. We do the task nearest at hand. 
We hold the thought of love. We send 
forth our love as far as we can. Race 
and sect, creed and color do not exist 
for us. We are all God’s children. We 
teach by precept and example. W e let 
beauty illuminate our lives in every 
possible way. We leam  the great les­
son of working patiently toward a great 
ideal although the results m ay not be 
immediately apparent. W here the di­
vine seeds are sown, the results are 
inevitable. God cannot fail!



Okinawan Religious Beliefs
By S g t. Jay  J. K a n e sh iro , F. R. C.

Note to Reader: The following article is by a Japanese-American and 
Rosicrucian, serving in the Armed Forces of the United States. His letter, 
which follows, makes an excellent introduction to the article itself:

“Dear Frater:
“In our drive to the Japanese homeland, we have taken the first 

step in occupying the main island of the Ryukyus, Okinawa Jima. 
Besides the grim remains of devastation in the wake of our troops, 
there are mute evidences of peculiar customs which have existed here 
for centuries.

“Okinawan religious practice is one of them. I have taken special 
interest in finding out the various customs and history of these people, 
as my parents came from Okinawa, and I am beginning to see some 
of the influences on my early childhood.

“I am enclosing an article in which I thought other Rosicrucians 
may be interested, for publication in the Digest.

Fraternally yours,”
(Signed) Sgt. Jay J. Kaneshiro, F. R. C.

e l ig io n , as practiced by 
the Okinawans, is a mix­
ture of the primitive na­
ture worship and ances­
tor worship, with only a 
half-hearted interest in 
the various introduced 
religions. Nature worship 
is still widely observed 

iy the older generation, who believe 
that their gods exist on m ountain and

ops.
usually hilltops where a rock has been 
sanctified by offerings, incense, and 
prayers. They pray for a person who 
is ill, for a safe journey, and for any 
other fortunate or unfortunate circum­
stance in their daily life. From this 
they have gradually evolved the idea

hilltops. Their places of worship are
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that their life has been preordained, and 
that any unfortunate circumstance in 
life is accepted religiously.

The date of the introduction of an­
cestor worship is not definitely es­
tablished, but it is believed to have 
originated in China or the Malays. This 
is the prevailing religion as practiced 
by the majority of the Okinawans. The 
burial vaults, in  which the remains of 
the ancestors are entombed, consequent­
ly, are the center of interest, and pro­
found respects are paid to the departed 
spirits at these tombs and the ancestral 
tablets are kept on the family altar. 
Each family has a tomb either elabo­
rately built, or merely a cave in the 
side of a hill. They have the basic 
Chinese or M alayan patterns—the ka-



menoko or turtle-back representing a 
womb and that the spirits return  to 
their place of origin, and the hafuu  or 
box type.

The Okinawans believe that the 
spirits of the dead live in the tombs, and 
that they guide and help the household 
in its daily activity. Once a year dur­
ing spring, a day is set aside for thanks­
giving. Members of the family visit 
the tomb, make offerings of food, and 
have a family dinner. On July 7th, by 
the Chinese calendar, there is a general 
cleaning of the premises of the tomb. 
Then on the 13th and 14th this is fol­
lowed by the shoro mukai or the day 
of the reception of the ancestral spirits. 
This is a day of sacredness and rejoic­
ing. The gates to the homes are lighted 
with torches to welcome them, and after 
offering samples of food with prayers, 
at the family altar, the happy reunion 
is concluded with a family party. Then 
on the 15th, the family sends the spirits 
back to the tombs by bidding them fare­
well at the gates and also with offerings 
of foods. (This practice was discon­
tinued in  1944.)

The combination of nature and an­
cestor worships, especially the latter, 
have encouraged filial piety, respect for 
the aged, and doing kind acts. Evil acts, 
according to the older generation, result 
in harm ful effects upon the children, 
and thus, they are prone to be law- 
abiding.

Other religions extant in  Okinawa 
have been introduced from Japan. Zen 
Buddhism or the religion of contempla­
tion, which was introduced about 400 
years ago, was very popular until the 
invasion by the Satsuma Clan of Kyu­
shu, Japan, who practically abolished 
it. Temples still exist and a greater 
part of the population frequent these 
places of worship.

During the early Meiji era, 1868, 
Tenrikyo, a form of faith healing, was 
introduced. Although there are m any 
followers of this religion among the 
peasants in Japan, it does not find very 
m any adherents among the Okinawans. 
Shintoism, or emperor worship, was 
strongly advocated throughout Japan 
since the beginning of the China Inci­
dent in 1937. For the Okinawans, 
Shintoism was taken up in conforming 
to Japanese policy, and recently they

started to attend the shrines to pray for 
the safe return  of their sons or hus­
bands. Confucianism was observed by 
the thirty-six Chinese descendants of 
Confucius at Naha and Shuri. The 
worshippers wear a red or yellow cap 
according to their degree or rank, and 
utter prayers in  Chinese.

Christianity was introduced by a 
Bethlehemite about a hundred years 
ago. Catholicism is unpopular because 
of its very orthodox teachings and direct 
conflicts with ancestor worship. The 
more popular Christian sects are Metho­
dists and Baptists which average one 
hundred members respectively at Naha, 
Itoman, Nago, and Yontan.

As a general rule, however, the older 
generations who also influence the 
younger people, go to any convenient 
place of worship. M any also believe 
that individuals born under certain 
signs of the Zodiac should attend a 
temple in the W est or the East regard­
less of sect; and consequently, certain 
temples are very popular. The most 
famous temple in Okinawa is called the 
Futema Gongen at Futemma in the vil­
lage of Ginowan. A story is told of a 
very beautiful and spiritually pure vir­
gin who avoided the public gaze. One 
day a young man determined to see the 
girl, received the aid of her younger 
brother who yelled for help; thus dis­
tracting her and enabling the admirer 
to look at her. W hen she found that 
she was discovered and finally seen by 
evil mortals, she fled and disappeared 
into a cave. Today, a temple houses 
this cave. The locality is worshipped by 
the people of Okinawa as sacred and 

ure, where only a divine being could 
ave trod. The people in the vicinity 

of the Futemma temple believe that 
they are protected by the graces of the 
virgin, who is now considered as a 
divine personality.

In  connection with the religious prac­
tices it is also interesting to note that 
the older Okinawans do not believe in 
cremation. They take a very personal 
attitude. Their argument: “W hy cre­
mate and suffer? Isn’t death enough?’’ 
To prevent suffering, then, is the reason 
for the entombing of the dead. The 
younger generation, the educated, and 
those in the cities have practiced crema­
tion for their dead. Crematories were
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established by the prefectural govern­
ment in the various districts, but some 
of them have never been used to date.

One of the superstitions worthy of 
note is the belief in evil spirits or harm ­
ful influences especially at road junc­
tions. The people have placed large 
rocks at these places to ward off the evil 
spirits. The name of some chivalrous

character m ay be inscribed on it, and it 
signifies that there is no enemy in any 
direction. This custom exists on the 
Japanese island of Kyushu, and also in 
China. According to another supersti­
tion it is considered an evil omen for 
one to see or even dream of a Buddhist 
priest. Such priests are therefore 
avoided.

V V V

Attraction
By T h e  a  B r i to n , F. R . C .

VERYTHING is here in 
this world — everything 
that was ever created, all 
intermingled, standing, 
floating, side by side, 
each among others, in­
terpenetrating one an­
other.

W e pick out the units 
we are able to see or comprehend in 
somewhat the same way that a mag­
net will sort out steel from a huge 
mass of m atter however mixed and 
jumbled together it m ay be. The mag­
net attracts the steel and the steel 
strives to reach the magnet. Between 
the two powers they meet and find 
each other.

So also a plant picks out and assimi­
lates just the elements necessary to 
promote its particular growth, ignoring 
the rest as if it were not there—so far 
as the plant is concerned, it is not there.

Each one of us attracts and is at­
tracted by certain essences, qualities, 
and realities which inevitably approach 
us, sooner or later, to make us more 
nearly complete. Each high quality we 
attract adds itself to us and makes a 
greater whole. This in turn  attracts a 
still higher quality of which we were 
not capable earlier. More highly 
equipped, we attract and add something

more, and so on. That is evolution! 
It is rather like compound interest.

There is nothing monotonous about 
the process either, as the combinations 
and permutations are infinitely varied. 
An artist starts a picture with three 
prim ary colors, but his finished mas­
terpiece shows an endless variety of 
colors and shades, each of which con­
tributes its little to the whole.

A masterpiece is a work of art exe­
cuted with m undane materials but with 
those same materials manifesting at a 
higher rate of vibration than is usual. 
It is this stepping-up of the inherent 
vibrations which creates the magnetism 
which attracts and affects all who be­
hold such masterpiece.

The difference between an ordinary 
work of art and a masterpiece of genius 
lies in  this accelerated rate of vibration. 
Have you ever played a gramophone 
record very slowly, so slowly that it 
drags along? However bright and cheer­
ful the tune, this retarded tempo makes 
it mournful and melancholy. Then step 
it up quickly and the tune is immedi­
ately as it was meant to be—lively, 
quick, happy, and cheerful. Yet it is 
the same tune, the same rhythm , but 
played at a higher rate of vibration. 
Well, that is the difference!

V  V  V

They will ask thee how to traverse life.
Answer: Like crossing an abyss, upon a taut string, beautifully, carefully, and 

fleetingly.—From Leaves of M orya’s Garden.
[2 7 4 ]



a The Dweller on the Threshold”
By H. S pe n c e r  Lew is, F. R. C. 

(From Rosicrucian Digest, December, 1933)

h r o u g h o u t  the ancient 
Rosicrucian records and 
writings of a ritualistic 
and ceremonial nature,
there is frequent refer­
ence to “The Dweller on 
the Threshold.” In fact, 
this term  or phrase is so 
distinctively Rosicrucian, 

and so esoterically significant that it is 
often used as a means of identifying 
anything of a ritualistic or ceremonial 
nature, or any mystical principle that 
is distinctly Rosicrucian. It is a com­
panion phrase to the other well-known 
Rosicrucian expression, “Crossing the 
Threshold.” Rosicrucians of the last 
century in some lands would often 
identify each other by casually speak­
ing of the Threshold in any philosophi­
cal, religious, or mystical discussion that 
was taking place, and immediately those 
who were Rosicrucians would show by 
an expression on their faces that they 
recognized the word, and then one or 
the other would ask whether they had 
ever “met the Dweller on the Thresh­
old,” or whether they had ever “crossed 
the Threshold,” and so on.

These phrases have become so popu­
lar that tney are no longer secret ones, 
and I am not violating any of the secrets 
of the higher Temple Initiations of the 
Rosicrucian Order by stating that on 
the occasion of such initiations the Neo­
phyte who is to be accepted into the 
Temple has to cross the Threshold and 
has to meet the “Dweller on the Thresh­
old.” However, all of the Rosicrucian

references to the Dweller on the 
Threshold are not references to the 
Temple Initiation only, but to a Cosmic 
or esoteric condition wherein every ad­
vancing Rosicrucian sooner or later dis­
covers that there is a symbolical char­
acter known as the “Dweller on the 
Threshold.” It is of this symbolical 
character and the esoteric principles in ­
volved that I wish to speak at this time.

In order to understand the esoteric 
principles involved in crossing the 
Threshold and meeting the character 
that dwells thereon, we should realize, 
first of all, that there are a multiplicity 
of Thresholds in our lives, and that 
some of these, or a majority of them, 
are of the material world, while a por­
tion of them—and perhaps the most 
important ones—are Cosmic, or psychic, 
or spiritual, however you m ay wish to 
name them. In other words, through­
out the life of every mystic who has 
started on the path of unfoldment and 
illumination, there are incidents that 
bring his feet to a threshold of some 
kind, and almost daily such a student 
comes face to face with the Dweller on 
the Threshold.

These Thresholds are crucial periods 
in the life of every student and adept, 
and we m ay as well be frank and not 
conceal the fact that even the most 
advanced and most highly evolved of 
mystics suddenly find themselves on the 
very edge of a threshold, and very often 
face to face with the “Dweller on the 
Threshold” when they least expect it. 
In other words, the attainm ent of



greater knowledge and unfoldment, and 
the advancement along the path to the 
highest grades of understanding and 
psychic power, do not prevent those 
sudden crucial conditions which con­
stitute genuine Thresholds even to the 
most illuminated. It is true that the 
more advanced the student is, and the 
more carefully he has arranged his life 
and directed his affairs, the less often he 
finds himself at the Threshold, and the 
more he is developed and strengthened 
for Cosmic and psychic powers, the 
more easily he crosses the Threshold, or 
avoids it and escapes from the unpleas­
ant effects resulting from any conflict 
with the “Dweller on the Threshold.”

By this it will be seen that both the 
new student or Neophyte, and the ad­
vancing adept must guard themselves 
against errors of judgment, errors of 
thoughts and acts, when on the very 
edge of the Threshold, or when face to 
face with the “Dweller on the Thresh­
old.” The adept, however, has the ad­
vantage of having been well-trained and 
well-prepared for this condition, while 
the Neophyte does not always under­
stand what he should do, and therefore 
is less qualified to avoid the errors. The 
great Cosmic changes that are about to 
take place, and which will take place 
throughout the world, will bring more 
of the Neophytes and adepts face to face 
with the Threshold and the Dweller 
thereon than at any other time in recent 
years, and it is our duty to prepare our 
members, and even to help those who 
are not members but who are seekers 
for the path, to understand some of the 
principles involved.

I have just said that the Threshold is 
ever near, and of m any forms and con­
ditions. Hundreds of times in the course 
of a year the average student on the 
path and seeker for Light finds himself 
face to face with the open doorway. 
Conditions around him, personal prob­
lems and trials, and often the voice of 
the Tempter, urge him to step across the 
Threshold into the open passageway, 
and to enter the chamber that lies on 
the other side of the Threshold. Often, 

T h e  also, the still small voice within  warns
Rosicrucian not t0 cross the Threshold, but to 

hesitate, to listen to the voice within or 
the Cosmic urge through intuition, and 

O ctober to retrace his steps and go back from the
1945  Threshold. The moment anyone crosses

such a Threshold, however, Karmic con­
ditions are immediately created either 
for good or evil, and the price must be 
paid, compensation must be made, for 
stepping across the Threshold and enter­
ing the strange chamber.

It is here that the individual comes 
face to face with the “Dweller on the 
Threshold.” I prefer the phrase “Dwel­
ler at the Threshold,” for the Dweller 
is not always on the Threshold, but 
often just w ithin the mysterious cham­
ber and can be seen or sensed as one 
stands upon the very Threshold ready 
to enter the chamber.

In  our mystical ceremonies the Neo­
phyte who crosses the symbolical 
Threshold of initiation is warned by the 
symbolical character that dwells at the 
Threshold (as a representative of the 
still small voice w ithin) to “choose ye 
your way to Light or Darkness!” The 
chamber itself is always dark, and the 
person who has entered it finds himself 
in a quandary, for he knows that his 
next few steps will be important ones, 
and that as he stands at the Threshold 
and chooses he will either step into 
Darkness and create evil Karma for 
himself, or step into Light and create 
fortunate Karma.

W henever any of us are facing some 
personal problem, and we allow our­
selves to pause in hesitancy trying to 
decide whether we should do that which 
something outside of ourselves tempts us 
to do, or do that which something with­
in us tempts us to do, we are at that 
time face to face with the Threshold. 
It is during this pause of hesitancy that 
the individual must choose whether to 
go on his way into Darkness or into 
Light, and the “Dweller on the Thresh­
old” is there for the purpose of testing 
and trying us. One moment he tempts 
us to listen to the voice of Light. He 
appeals to us to listen to the fascinating 
and tempting words of deceit and de­
ception, and then urges us to listen to 
the beautiful golden words of truth. 
We, alone, standing there in hesitancy, 
must decide whether tru th  or untruth, 
Light or Darkness, shall have the 
victory.

All through our lives we come face to 
face with this trying situation at the 
Threshold. W e m ay be in need of 
worldly things when suddenly an op­
portunity comes to us whereby we may



have the tilings we seek. We pause to 
reason and to analyze, and in so doing 
we step up to the Threshold and wait. 
While we are waiting and trying to 
reason what we should do, the voice of 
the Dweller urges us to remember our 
moral obligations, our ethics, our code 
in life, our high prin­
ciples, and our prom­
ise. Then the Dwel­
ler tempts us with a 
beautiful picture of 
the happiness that 
will come through 
casting aside our eth­
ics and our morals, 
by ignoring for the 
t i m e  b e i n g  o u r  
a v o w e d  principles 
a n d  purposes. II  e 
tries to make us be­
lieve that on this one 
occasion and in this 
one circumstance we 
m ay evade and avoid 
our obligations, that 
we m ay cover up our 
error, and m ay in­
dulge in the decep­
tion and still be hap­
py. The Dweller pre­
sents both sides to us 
with equal interest 
and fascination. The 
decision lies with us, 
and as we choose we 
create our Karma for 
the future.

We read a letter or 
read a book or hear a 
statement made that 
casts some doubt up­
on the goodness of 
our studies, of our 
principles, o f  o u r  
nigh ethics, or of our 
ability to attain the 
better things of life.
As we listen to these 
arguments o r  read 
them, we suddenly find ourselves stand­
ing on the Threshold again with a great 
mysterious chamber of darkness before 
us, in which dwells the truth or falsity 
of the things that we have just heard or 
read. We feel that we must cross this 
Threshold and go into the chamber and 
find the truth. The Dweller at the 
Threshold observes our hesitancy and

urges us to cross the Threshold, enter 
his domain, and listen to his dual argu­
ments. Once we have made the decision 
the victory is either for Light or Dark­
ness, happiness or sorrow.

The mystic on the path, young or old, 
is tempted frequently by those things 

that bring him to the 
Threshold and leave 
him in a serious quan­
dary — p e rp le x e d  
puzzled, and sorely 
in need of advice. 
The more developed 
is his consciousness 
and his attunement, 
the more subtle are 
the Thresholds which 
he approaches, and 
the more difficult it is 
for him to decide, but 
always he is left 
alone to decide for 
himself, and always 
must he be the crea­
tor of his own career, 
the builder of his 
own life, and the 
maker of his own 
Karma.

Those who dwell 
for any length of 
time in this great 
chamber of darkness 
without coming to a 
decision, or who come 
to the wrong deci­
sion, are surrounded 
by the obscurity of 
the night, and the 
closing-in of the sha­
dows. This m ay last 
for days and weeks, 
and during that time 
the individual is in 
mental and spiritual 
misery, and his mind 
is filled with doubt 
and skepticism, with 
suspicion, and even 

with envy and hatred. It is a rejoiceful 
period for the forces of evil, and a sad 
period for the kingdom of the Light.

To be prepared, the young Neophyte 
and the advanced adept alike must be 
forewarned of the fact that there are 
such Thresholds and such Dwellers 
thereon. Therefore be they ever mind­
ful of their powers to reason and think

N a m e d .

and

<7 lte 4 S i M e a s u n x f

This month we are presenting in­
formation on the origin of a few 
famous sobriquets. Onr authority: 
NAMES AND THEIR MEANING by 
Leopold Wagner, and encyclopedias.
•  The Maid of Orleans—Joan of 

Arc, who effected the capture of 
the city of Orleans from the Eng­
lish.

•  The Lady Freemason — Elizabeth 
St. Leger. She became a problem 
to the Freemasons when it was 
discovered that she had over­
heard the proceedings of one of 
their assemblies; as a solution 
she was initiated into the rites 
of the Order.

•  The Weeping Philosopher—Hera­
clitus. because he spent the lat­
ter years of his life grieving over 
the folly of men. He held that all 
things are in constant flux. Be­
cause his writings were con­
sidered obscure, he was nick­
named The Dark.

•  The Laughing P h i lo s o p h e r  — 
Democritus, because he jeered at 
the feeble powers of man. The 
most learned man of his age (500 
B.C.). H is system of philosophy 
is known as the atomic system, 
and he boldly applied his theory 
to the gods themselves.

•  The Angelic Doctor—St. Thomas 
Aquinas, a distinguished scholas­
tic theologian. He was of the 
family of the Counts of Aquino, 
but chose to be a monk. At Co­
logne he pursued his studies in 
such silence that his companions 
called him the Dumb Ox.

•  The People’s Friend—Dr. William 
Gordon of Hull, a philanthropist, 
on whose tombstone this name is 
chiselled.
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and of the greater ability to listen to 
the still small voice within and to de­
termine which is the spirit of tru th  
speaking and which is the spirit of the 
world and of materialism and of deceit 
and darkness. It is seldom, indeed, that 
event the adept, let alone the Neophyte 
on the path, is able to determine which 
voice is speaking to him  at the thresh­
old. Very often to ease his conscience 
the student will pretend even to him­
self that he thought that the glowing, 
fascinating temptations of the material 
world were possibly the whisperings of 
the still small voice and that he believed 
he was doing right or deciding correct­
ly. But he seldom really deceives him­
self and, of course, he never deceives 
the Cosmic, and the Karmic law works 
whether one is self-deceived or not.

It is notable also that each and every 
trial at these thresholds is an important 
crisis in the life of one on the Path. 
There is more to and behind each one 
of these events than is just associated 
with the incidents. In  other words, 
whenever a decision is made one way 
or the other at the threshold there is 
more involved than merely the results 
pertaining to the m atter that was being 
analyzed. Each time that the decision is 
wrongly made, there is not only the 
creation of Karmic debt that must be 
paid but there is a weakening of the 
morals and of the integrity, the power, 
and the development of the inner and 
outer selves, and vice versa. W hen­
ever the decision is proper and in ac­
cordance with the spirit of truth, it is 
not only a victory for the individual in 
his material or other affairs associated 
with the problem, but it is a moral vic­
tory for tne power and development of 
the inner self and leads to a notable 
advancement along the Path. Each such 
victory is like a stepping stone that lifts 
the individual to a higher plane and 
gives him richer spiritual reward than 
he m ay ever anticipate.

The individual wlio allows himself to

be tempted by the Dweller on the 
Threshold to yield to the worldly things 
or to break his promises, violate his 
obligations, set aside his moral and 
ethical code, or nullify his ideals for the 
time, steps down lower and lower in his 
development and inner progress, until 
after a num ber of such sad experiences, 
the inner self is stifled, the still small 
voice is muffled, the master within is 
imprisoned and the spiritual psychic 
self is made to retrograde. Such persons 
become, in a Cosmic sense, lost souls. 
They must be redeemed and saved by 
the esoteric process of regeneration. If 
they go out of this life without having 
become completely regenerated their 
next incarnation is a lower state of 
worldly, moral, mental, and physical 
conditions, and they find themselves 
surrounded by obstacles and by every 
deterring factor and must battle their 
way through great hardships to lift 
themselves to even the next plane of 
development.

On the other hand, those who con­
stantly are victorious and win their 
battles at the threshold achieve more 
power and more Cosmic assistance in 
their development and become the great 
masters and adepts in this life, and 
when the time for transition comes they 
find themselves properly prepared for 
the next incarnation which begins with 
blessings, with advantages and qualities 
that enable them to occupy a happier 
and more successful position in life. 
We should not be surprised, therefore, 
to find that the symbolical crossing of 
the threshold is an important feature of 
all Rosicrucian temple initiations; for 
the initiation into the Order is tru ly  the 
choosing of a way out of darkness into 
Light and is the culminating act of a 
decision that is for the better and is a 
moral, ethical, and psychic victory for 
the individual. For this reason the 
Threshold and the “Dweller on the 
Threshold” are significant words and 
terms among Rosicrucians.

V  V V

Tolerance and cooperation should be the order of the day. W herever and who­
ever we m ay be—Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia; black, white, yellow; poli­
tician, statesman, lawyer, doctor, businessman, housewife, nurse, factory worker, 
farmer—is it not possible to cultivate and practice good will toward one another?

—Albert Erengwa Iyeh
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determined by what we m ay call physi­
cal, mental, and moral necessities. Cer­
tainly it is proper for a government or 
system of political philosophy to strive 
to guarantee the individual the right 
of personal livelihood, of sustenance. 
A government would most assuredly 
also be working for the best interests 
of society when it would be furthering 
the advancement of knowledge and the 
cultural development of all of its citi­
zens. The moral necessities or spiritual 
expressions of the individual come with­
in the scope of religion. In this realm 
a government is best serving society 
when it permits religious freedom, so 
long as religion confines itself to the 
spiritual needs of men, and divorces 
itself from temporal power, and also so 
long as religion in its practices does 
nothing to undermine the physical and 
mental necessities of society generally. 
Those things, then, it would appear, are 
the things which a government must 
do for the best interests of society.

In the months to come, however, on 
every side we will hear expounded by 
“rabble rousers” and “political dema­
gogues,” so-called other necessities for 
society. They will claim from atop 
soap boxes on the public square or in 
front of microphones in nationwide 
radio hook-ups that what they and their 
groups propose is for the benefit of the 
whole public good. People who are less 
thoughtful will vote them into office. 
Once in office they and their minority 
pressure group will use all of the re­
sources of the State to further their 
particular limited interests, at the ex­
pense of the necessary interests of so­
ciety. They will dissipate the resources 
of the treasury and will restrict govern­
ment functioning except as it serves 
their ends.

No minority group, that is, a body of 
persons having some objective which is 
not related to the basically necessary 
interests of society which we have set 
forth, should be allowed to come into 
power. Each time you hear a political 
speaker expound a cause that he insists 
should be embraced by government, 
measure it not by its value to any par­
ticular group but by these essential 
goods of the whole society. Unless a

group can cause the m ajority of the 
people to desire voluntarily what they 
advocate, they must not be permitted 
to foster their aims as law upon so­
ciety. Once you know what are the 
basic goods of society, the necessities, 
you cannot be misled by high-blown 
oratory. Often persons are engulfed by 
political oratorical persuasion or ran t­
ing, only because they have no definite 
conclusions or firm convictions them­
selves. Be moved first by your own 
thoughts.

W hat 31  a hes for Tolerance ?

It is vitally essential at this critical 
time that each m an and woman be 
tolerant of differences. It is instinctive 
that we are partial to our own kind and 
inclinations. W hatever we are or be­
lieve, we are inclined to think is of the 
best. We are reluctant, unless we suf­
fer from an inferiority complex, to dis­
parage the interests and the nature of 
ourselves. This has its psychological 
advantages, but it is likewise potential 
with great danger. We become suscep­
tible to the harangue of those who at­
tack whatever is different from their 
own nature and likes. W hatever is has 
a right to be, unless it prevents some­
thing else from being. No race is su­
perior, no religion is superior by Divine 
standards, simply because m an has no 
agreement on what are Divine stan­
dards. Consequently, the only m anner 
of evaluating them is by their prag­
matic effect, their influence upon the 
basic necessities of society, which we 
have related.

Even if the majority of people are not 
in favor of a system of thought or an 
abstract philosophy, for example, it is 
not to be condemned or prevented from 
being. To condemn something only 
because it is different or not intellectu­
ally accepted by the m ajority is to 
thw art all progress. Progress is an ad­
vancing from the present. The group 
which in sincerity deviates from the 
orthodox or accepted ways should and 
must be tolerated so long as the basic 
necessities of society are not violated 
by their activities. To stop them be­
cause we disagree with them consti­
tutes nothing more than bigotry and 
prejudice. I have known of a m ilitary 
m an holding the rank of captain, in 

(Continued on Page 281)
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A Voice in the Wilderness
By R a lp h  M. Lewis, F. R. C.

The membership of the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, is far-flung. There is no 
country in the world in which there are not some persons who are proud to pro­
claim their affiliation. There is no land too destitute to nourish noble thoughts. 
It seems that persecution and sacrifices often make for perseverance. That which 
is not easily acquired or not too plentiful has a greater value to us. We cling 
fast to it, for we know that if it leaves us—if we lose it—since it is a rarity, we 
m ay never have it again. So it is with members of the Order who are isolated 
from the conveniences provided by the big nations. Those who are thus isolated 
in lands where starvation and pestilence prevail look upon the teachings of the 
Order as a vital stabilizing influence in  their lives.

The following is a letter from a woman who left Boston, Massachusetts, one 
of America’s large cities teeming with people with whom she could converse free­
ly, a city with m any comforts and conveniences, to go to the other side of the 
world to bring light and understanding to people who are oppressed, supersti­
tious, and suffering from famine. She departed to become a teacher in a small 
college far in the interior of China. Their isolated position in one respect wTas 
fortunate, for they were by-passed by the Japanese Army. The inhabitants are 
more Tibetan than Chinese.

But let her speak for herself. I quote from her letter dated June 21, 1945, 
and which just reached this country by air mail. Her letter was transported first 
by native foot carriers, then by rude conveyances to a city where ultim ately the 
symbol of this age, air transportation, could bring it to America.

“Imagine my surprise when I received your letter dated January 12,
1944. It was received by me on June 12,1945. In  fact it is a real wonder 
it arrived at all, since only air mail has a fairly good chance of getting 
here—but air mail is, unfortunately, very expensive; that is why I can’t 
write m any letters.

“Yes, we are suffering very much here. There have been almost four 
years of physical as well as intellectual black-out. It is most trying. We 
live in a little medieval village called ‘Hsichow,’ which means ‘happy 
country’—ironically enough. W e are utterly weary and suffer from 
malnutrition and all the other things which follow in its wake. We have 
not seen a new book or anything of that sort for m any years, and our 
minds are very dull. I call it ‘school for suffering,’ and perhaps I need 
it to develop m y patience. Life here is certainly reduced to essentials.
D irt and disease are all around us. W e are beginning to realize more 
than ever what a wonderful country the United States is.

“Daily, I try  to visualize A.M.O.R.C. headquarters so that I may 
never lose contact with the Order. It is a bit difficult since I have never



met the officers. I, therefore, concentrate on you and Soror Lewis be­
cause, at least, I met both of you briefly once when you were in Boston.

“Scenically this valley is wonderful. It has an interesting historical 
background. The natives are not Chinese but Min-Chia; it is probable 
that they came originally from the Ko-Ko-Nor region in Tibet.

“Our university is a refugee college, and I think we are just about 
the farthest from anywhere. We have no contact with any of the other 
universities in Free China. The Chinese suffer very much at present 
because their country is very poor and has enormous inflation. W e are 
thankful that the European W ar has come to an end. Now, our only 
hope is that with America’s help, the Far-eastern W ar, too, will soon be 
over. Mankind needs peace as never before.

“The doctors advice is that I should go back to America. I shall as 
soon as I am financially able to do so. If I land on the West coast I have 
full intentions to visit AMORC.

“W ith all good wishes, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

Erica Karawina-Hsiao”

V V  V

TO M O R R O W  IS HERE
(Continued from Page 279)

charge of personnel of a war plant, who 
sought to ban worthy men, civilians, 
from responsible positions in govern­
m ent work because they were Rosicru­
cians or students of metaphysics. The 
arrogant individual could not in any 
way show that the professional men 
who applied to him for the higher po­
sitions were less qualified by being Rosi­
crucians. He could not show that a 
study of metaphysics or mysticism was 
detrimental to the nature of the work 
to be performed. His refusal to accept 
such applicants was caused strictly by 
intolerance, a distinct prejudice toward 
that with which he differed in opinion. 
In  fact, the objector could not even give 
an intelligent definition of metaphysics

and mysticism. His personal extreme 
materialistic views caused him to at­
tack all differences of opinion and to 
flagrantly denounce them.

Therefore, before we can realize a 
peace having that content of happiness 
which we conceive it to have, we must 
make this psychological adjustment. The 
axiom, “Being forewarned is being fore­
armed,” is most appropriate at this 
hour. You are to become the target 
during these days for political misrepre­
sentation, and racial and religious preju­
dices. If you succumb to them, you will 
invite a social war that knows no 
bounds, in this great tomorrow for 
which you have been waiting and which 
now has arrived.

ROSE-CROIX U N IV E R SIT Y  IN ST R U C T IO N S
Now is the time for every member who wishes to attend a session of the Rose-Croix 

University to make plans to be eligible for registration. Certain preliminary studies are 
required prior to University attendance. While it may be impossible for you to ascer­
tain at this time whether or not you will be able to attend the 1946 session of the 
University, which will be held from June 17 to July 6, we advise that you make the 
necessary preparations now—then if conditions are such that you can attend, you will 
be qualified to register. For complete information regarding the courses of study and 
the necessary steps to take to qualify as a registered student, write today to the Registrar 
of the Rose-Croix University, Rosicrucian Park, for the latest copy of The Story of 
Learning.
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:

The “Cathedral of the Soul” is a Cosmic meeting place for till minds of the 
most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the 
Rosicrucian fraternity. It is a focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought 
waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner 
awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many thousands 
of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with 
the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefits of the vibrations. Those who 
are not members of the organization may share in the unusual benefits as well 
as those who are members. The Book called “Liber 777” describes the periods 
for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who 
are not members if they address their requests for this book to Friar S. P. C., 
care of AMORC Temple, San Jose, California, enclosing three cents in postage 
stamps. {Please state whether member or not—this is important.)

HUM AN KNOWLEDGE
The clearest human knowledge is but blindness and folly.

— U n t o  T h e e  I G r a n t

u m a n  knowledge is the 
highest form of knowl­
edge with which we have 
objective experience. By 
comparison with other 
forms of knowledge as 
evidenced through living 
things, particularly in the 
animal world, we are 

made aware of the fact that the knowl­
edge possessed by the hum an being ex­
ceeds that which is evident in other 
forms of life.

Knowledge, or the ability of the hu­
m an being to obtain, possess, and utilize 
knowledge, is the obvious explanation 
of the position of the hum an race in the

world. W ithout the accumulated knowl­
edge of hum anity, m an would be not 
much more than an animal, insofar as 
his life and activities are concerned. 
M an’s knowledge has not only fitted 
him to live and function better in the 
world in which he is placed, but has 
made possible the viewing of the uni­
verse as a whole by the contemplation 
of the laws which underlie its function­
ing and manifestation. Such knowledge 
seems almost limitless. It has caused 
m an to set himself up as the highest 
form of creation. It has brought him 
happiness in that through the knowl­
edge which he has and can possess he 
feels that the possibility of harmonious



living with the environment about him  
places him on a plane that offers an 
opportunity for more perfect expression 
of his yearnings, desires, and ambitions.

The same knowledge has brought 
problems that have caused man to suf­
fer physically and mentally. The race 
for the acquisition of knowledge by 
individuals and groups of individuals 
has at various times brought conflict, 
but on the whole, few would admit that 
the acquisition of knowledge was not a 
good thing. W hen directed properly 
it closely approaches the position of be­
ing the highest good that m an can 
achieve. If knowledge is obtained and 
tempered by hum an judgment, it be­
comes a potent force for good and for 
the benefit of mankind. It partakes of 
the nature of evil only when its pur­
poses are misdirected. W hen knowledge 
is used prim arily to better the position 
of one individual at the cost of the 
other, there is no longer a harmonious 
functioning of the hum an race. This 
step leads to degradation of some at the 
expense of others. It causes m an to 
express those characteristics of greed 
and selfishness which are steps toward 
the denial of the benefits of knowledge 
to some in order that the full reward 
m ay be shared by a few. The true place 
of knowledge must be realized so that 
its potentialities m ay be available to all 
hum an beings; if one or a few will 
hoard the benefits, in the end, those 
who hoard, as well as those who are 
denied the benefits, will find themselves 
in a deplorable position.

On the other hand, there are exag­
gerations of the content of hum an 
knowledge in each age. There have 
been those who have desired to believe 
that hum an knowledge is all powerful, 
that hum an knowledge is in itself actu­
ally not only the highest good achiev­
able but the expression of absolute 
knowledge and wisdom by which m an 
has learned to know and control all 
things, and that there is nothing higher. 
Such an exaggerated concept comes 
from the overestimation of our accom­
plishments and ambitions. M an, in the 
exercise of his knowledge, believes that 
he is all powerful in the results that he 
has achieved. He has, it is true, through 
knowledge perfected instruments to al­
leviate hum an suffering and to better 
m an’s position in the physical world,

but he has also perfected instruments 
of destruction which in themselves hold 
the potential power of destruction of 
m an’s ability to create and constructive­
ly  use the knowledge that is his.

Hum an knowledge in itself is little 
more than hum an concept. M an, who 
has confined his knowledge to the physi­
cal world and to his objective mind, has 
not arrived at a final or ultimate point. 
H um an knowledge is then but a part 
of all knowledge. It is that part which 
the hum an organism is capable of ac­
quiring and using, and as man comes to 
the realization of the facts his finite 
knowledge is transcended by an infi­
nite knowledge which not only includes 
the knowledge of hum anity but that 
of the universe, and within that infinite 
state lies all power, all wisdom, and all 
being. Therein will m an find that his 
part is but a fraction of the whole. It 
is not to depreciate the value of knowl­
edge to recognize that hum an knowledge 
is but a small part of all that exists; 
neither are we to be discouraged in the 
realization that hum an knowledge is 
not a point of ultimate perfection, by a 
mere glimpse into infinite wisdom. 
Rather it is m an’s lot to appreciate and 
utilize in true hum ility the spark of 
knowledge which is his and to further 
realize that man, in the history of the 
hum an race, has advanced in his acqui­
sition of knowledge; and that although 
history will continue into the future in 
terms of time inconceivable to the mind 
of man, there will still be waiting for 
him realms of knowledge far beyond 
the limits of hum an understanding.

If we are to conceive of an infinite 
knowledge transcending hum an under­
standing, we will realize that such a 
positive force is the cause, purpose, and 
supreme good of the universe. We will 
realize further that the hum an knowl­
edge of which we can conceive, if it is 
to be a means to the betterment of 
man, m ust be in  harmony with the 
greater knowledge from which it is de­
rived. W hen man, therefore, can rea­
lize through honest appraisal the true 
position of his accomplishments and 
possibilities in terms of the creative 
power and perfect knowledge residing 
in the manifestation of this universe, 
then he will also grasp the significance 
of the fact that as he directs his knowl­
edge to be in accord with the purposeful
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force of the universe, he thereby opens 
up the avenues of accomplishments and 
acquisition of further knowledge.

The challenge of civilization is the 
challenge to m an to use his knowledge 
constructively, to realize it is a part of 
a whole and that only through peace­
ful and tru ly  hum anitarian pursuits 
will he have the opportunity to perfect 
that knowledge for his own benefit, 
and for the welfare of humanity.

THE ALCOVE FOR OCTOBER 
V

The month of October was known 
among the ancients as the alcove of in­
ventors and of genius, men who were 
noted as workers. In  this alcove were 
Archimedes, J a c q u a r d ,  G u t e n b e r g ,  
Hatch, Fulton, W att, Palissy, W hitney, 
and m any moderns. Among the out­
standing mystics and Rosicrucians were 
Roger Bacon and Madame Curie.

V  V  V

Mystical and Magnetic Methods Used 

to Discover Gold
old is usually found, ac­

cording to geologists, in 
volcanic areas. The older 
the volcanic rock, the 
more reason for finding 
gold. The gold of the 
Ca l i f o r n i a  “ M o t h e r  
Lode” is found in slate 
and other igneous rocks 

such as phonolite, trachyte, andesite, 
basalt, gabbro, granite, diabase, rhyo- 
lite, and diorite.

In selecting a region for prospecting, 
it would be best to seek one where the 
rocks are not too hard, too soft, or too 
uniform in character. A country deep­
ly indented with gullies, canyons and 
gulches, running parallel to one an­
other, is good. The regions near the 
sources of the main rivers are frequent­
ly rich, and always the easiest to pros­
pect. Alluvial gold begins at or near 
the locality where a number of aurifer­
ous lodes exist. Before prospecting for 
gold one should have a fair knowledge 
of rocks and metals, should study the 
topography of the surroundings, and 
other surface indications.

In  one of the Rosicrucian Pronunzia- 
mentos, mention is made of the fact 
that earth rays and vibrations are be­
ing affected by the magnetic vibrations 
of minerals, metals, and so forth. This 
is the basis of the old science known 
as Dowsing. A dowser was one who 
used a peculiar-shaped stick for locat­
ing buried treasure. Nowadays, in  ad­

dition to wood being used, two widely 
different metal rods are also used. The 
magnetic pendulum is used for deter­
mining locations of metals. Divination 
for discovering lost treasures is some­
times done by the old Rosicrucian sci­
ence of geomancy. B y  the proper m eth­
od of concentration one can sometimes 
draw upon the subconscious mind, 
which is able to detect, in a unique 
m anner, where metal exists.

The Book of the Sacred Magic, the 
famous work of Abra Melin the Mage, 
gives certain secret Kabalistic methods 
whereby numbers or symbols can be 
so arranged that they will help locate 
buried treasure, gold, et cetera. The 
late Hamlin Garland in his book The 
M ystery of the Buried Crosses stated a 
case of a woman who a few years ago 
applied the same method used by Abra 
Melin the Mage, in a remunerative 
business of locating lost money, gold, 
buried treasure, and other things.

The modem  science of geophysics 
has proved of great value in the recent 
World W ar in locating buried mines, 
etc. The Maclean's Magazine of Canada 
recently had a long article on the “Sci­
ence of the Doodlebug.” This article 
described the various scientific methods 
of geophysical exploration which were 
m ainly three: gravitation, electric or 
electromagnetic, and seismic. M any 
very accurate results were obtained 
from these methods, according to Mac­
lean's Magazine.
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THE R O S I C R U C I A N  ORDER
The Rosicrucian Order, existing in all civilized lands, is a nonsectarian 

fraternal body of men and women devoted to the investigation, study and 
practical application of natural and spiritual laws. The purpose of the or­
ganization is to enable all to live in harmony with the creative, constructive 
Cosmic forces for the attainment of health, happiness and peace. The Order 
is internationally known as "AMORC" (an abbreviation), and the AMORC 
in America and all other lands constitutes the only form of Rosicrucian 
activities united in one body for a representation in the international fed­
eration. The AMORC does not sell its teachings. It gives them freely to 
affiliated members, together with many other benefits. For complete in­
formation about the benefits and advantages of Rosicrucian association, 
write a letter to the address below, and ask for the free book The Mastery 
of Life. Address Scribe S. P. C., in care of

AMORC TEMPLE 
Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California, U. S. A.

(Cable Address: “AMORCO”)

Supreme Executive for the North and South American Jurisdiction 
Ralph M. Lewis, F. R. C. —  Imperator

D I R E C T O R Y
PRINCIPAL AMERICAN BRANCHES OF THE A. M. O. R. C.

The following are the principal chartered Rosicrucian Lodges and Chapters in the United States, its ter­
ritories and possessions. The names and addresses of other American Branches will be given upon written 
request.
ARIZONA

Tucson:
Tucson Chapter, 135 S. 6th Ave. Mrs. Lillian 
Tomlin. Master: Catherine Whiting, Sec., Box 
4521, University Sta. Sessions 1st and 3rd Fri.,
8 p. m.

CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles:* _ „
Hermes Minor Lodge, 148 N. Gramercy Place.
Tel. Gladstone 1230. Harold Nokes. Master; W il­
liam A. Frix. Sec. Library open 2 p. m. to 10 
p. m. dally. Sessions every Sun., 3 p. m.
Oakland :*
Oakland Minor Lodge, 610-16th St., Tel. HTgate 
5996. L. E. Blanchard, Master: Mrs. C. V. Jack­
son, Sec. Sessions 1st and 3rd Sun., 3 p. m. Li­
brary Room 406, open Mon. through Fri., 7:30 to 
9:00 p .m .; Mon., Wed., and Fri. afternoons, 1:00 
to 3:30.
Sacramento:
Clement R. LeBrun Chapter, Odd Fellows’ Bldg.,
9th and K St. Mrs. Mildred S. Christian. Sec.,
3531 E. Curtis Park Drive. Sessions 2nd and 4th 
Thurs., 8 p. m.
San Diego:
San Diego Chanter, 2302-30th St. D. W. Six, Mas­
ter. Tel. W-0378: Mrs. Hazel Pearl Smith, Sec.,
Tel. F-8436. Sessions every Tues., 8 p. m.
San Francisco:*
Francis Bacon Minor Lodge. 1957 Chestnut St.,
Tel. WE-4778. Frank Fitzgerald. Master. 305 Hyde 
St., Apt. 601. Sessions for all members every 
Mon., 8 p.m.; for review classes phone Master. 

COLORADO 
Denver:
Denver Chapter. 509-17th St., Room 302. Ethel M. 
Johnson, Sec., 1259 Elati St. Sessions every Fri.,
8 p. m.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington. D. C.:
Thomas Jefferson Chanter, 1322 Vermont Ave.,
N. W. Wm. V. Whittington. Master: Miss Con­
stance M. Gilbert. Sec., 2032 Belmont Road, N. W. 
Sessions every Fri., 8 p. m.

FLORIDA 
Miami:
Miami Chapter. 120 N. V . Kith Ave. Mrs. Florence 
McCullough. Sec.. 2015 S. W. 23rd Ave. Sessions 
everv Sun., 7:30 p. m.

ILLINOIS 
Chlcairo :•
Nefertiti Minor Lodge, 116 S. Michigan Avenue. 
George Fenzke. Master: Miss Ruth Teeter. Sec. 
Library open dallv. 1 to 5 p.m . and 7:30 to 10 
p.m .: Sun. 2 to 5:30 p. m. only. Rooms 408-9-10. 
Sessions for all members every Tues., 8 p. m. 

INDIANA
Snnth Bend:
South Bend Chapter, 207V, S. Main St. Mrs. Wil- 
helmina Snvder, Sec., 2825 N. Michigan St. Ses­
sions everv Sun., 7:30 p. m.
Indianapolis:
Tndianaoolfs Chapter. 603 Merchants Bank Bldg.
D. H. Richards, Master: Mrs. L. E. Wells, Sec.,
2841 Ruckle. Sessions 2nd and 4th Sun., 8 p. m.

(Directory Continued

KENTUCKY
Louisville:
Louisville Chapter, 919 Baxter Ave. Miss Mildred 
White, Sec. Sessions 2nd and 4th Fri., 8 p. m. 

LOUISIANA
New Orleans:
New Orleans Chapter. 627 North St. Will Flynn. 
Master; Miss Emily A. Frey, Sec., Box 2452. Ses­
sions every 2nd Mon., 8 p. m.

MARYLAND
Baltimore:
Baltimore Chapter, 100 W. Saratoga St. Chris R. 
Warnken, Master, Tel. Arbutus 630-J: Mrs. Alice 
R. Burford. Sec., Tel. Arbutus 114. Sessions 1st 
and 3rd Wed., 8:15 p. m.

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston :•
Johannes Kelpius Minor Lodge, 739 Boylston St. 
Joseph A. Evangelista, Master; Mrs. Ceciline L. 
Barrow, Sec., 107 Townsend St., Roxbury 19. 
Sessions every Sun., 7:30 p. m.

MICHIGAN
Detroit:*
Thebes Minor Lodge, 4811-2nd Blvd. Mrs. Eloise 
C. Anderson. Master. Tel. TO 5-3291: Miss Mar­
garet C. McGowan. Sec., Tel. TO 6-8984. Sessions 
every Tues., 8:15 p. m.

MINNESOTA
Minneapolis:
Essene Chapter, Andrews Hotel. W. H. Thomas. 
Master: Mrs. Muriel Youngdahl, Sec., 3543 Oliver 
Ave., N. Sessions 2nd and 4th Sun., 8 p. m. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis:*
Thutmose Minor Lodge. 3008 S. Grand. Margaret 
Ilg. Master, Tel. Fl-7125; Ruth Claytor, ^ ec., 
3510 Miami St., Apt. 216. Sessions every Tues., 
8 p. m.

NEW JERSEY 
Newark:
H. Spencer Lewis Chapter. 37 Washington Street. 
Fred Sioesser, Master: Rebecca C. Barrett, Sec., 
206 N. 19th St., E. Orange. Sessions every Mon., 
8:30 p.m .

NEW YORK 
Buffalo:
Buffalo Chapter. 225 Delaware Ave., Rm. 9. Ber­
nard B. Kish, Master, 308% Ontario St.; Miss 
Gertrude Brookes, Sec. Sessions every Wed., 
7:30 p. m.
New York City:*
New York City Minor Lodge, 250 W. 57th St. 
C. L. Searles. Master: Ethel Goldenberg, Sec., 
811 Elm Ave., Ridgefield, N. J. Sessions every 
Wed., 8:15 p .m . Library open week days and 
Sun., 1 to 8 p.m.
Booker T. Washington Chapter, 69 W. 125th St., 
Rm. 63. Mrs. Catherine E. King, Master; Fred­
erick Forde. Sec., 1227 Union Ave., Bronx. Ses­
sions every Sun., 8 p .m . 
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OHIO
Akron:
Akron Chapter, Mayflower Hotel. Leone H. Hab- 
bershon. Master; Clayton Franks, Sec., Tel. 
MI-3971. Sessions every other Sun., 7:30 p.m . 
Cincinnati:
Cincinnati Chapter, 204 Hazen Bldg., 9th and 
Main St. J. H. Liggett, Master, Tel. BR-1712; 
Mildred M. Eichler, Sec. Sessions every Friday, 
7:30 p. m.
Cleveland:
Cleveland Chapter, Hotel Statler. Charles Jones, 
Master; Tel. IV-5998; Mrs. Clyde Hinckley, Sec. 
Sessions every Fri., 8 p. m.
Dayton:
Elbert Hubbard Chapter, 56 E. 4th St. Mrs. Ber­
tha Miles, Master; Miss Grace M. Altick, Sec. 
Sessions every Wed., 8 p.m.
Toledo:
Michael Faraday Chapter. 1420 Monroe St. Dr. 
L. W. Curtiss, Master; Hubert A. Nodine, Sec., 
2340% N. Erie St. Sessions 2nd and 4th Thurs., 
8:30 p. m.

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City:
Oklahoma City Chapter, Odd Fellows’ Hall, 5% S. 
Walker. Mrs. Elizabeth Skillman, Master, Tel. 
5-9262; Mae Arnold. Sec., Tel. 8-5021. Sessions 
2nd and 4th Sun., 7:30 p. m.

OREGON 
Portland:
Portland Rose Chapter, 714 S. W. 11th Ave. W. A. 
Schmidt, Master; Miss Ollle Fuller, Sec., 6542 N. 
Haight Ave. Sessions every Thurs., 8 p. m. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadellpliia :•

Benjamin Franklin Minor Lodge. 219 S. Broad St. 
Rudolph J. Klug, Master; Mrs. Lucille B. Nen- 
ner, Sec., 1711 W. Huntingdon St. Sessions every

Sun., 7:30 p. m. Temple and Library open every 
Tues. and Fri., 2 to 4 p. m.
Pittsburg:*
The First Pennsylvania Lodge, 610 Arch St. Dr. 
J. D. Green, Master; Marguerite Marquette, Sec.

TEXAS
Fort Worth:
Fort Worth Chapter, 512 W. 4th St. Irwin L. 
Bridger, Master: Georgia G. Appel, Sec., 3201 E. 
1st St. Sessions every Fri., 7:30 p. m.
Houston:
Houston Chapter, Y. W. C. A. G. A. Lewis, Mas­
ter; Kathryn Pyburn, Sec., 2017 Bell Ave. Ses­
sions every Fri., 7:30 p. m.

UTAH
Salt Lake City:
Salt Lake City Chapter. 420 Ness Bldg. Douglas 
Burgess. Master; Beth Leonard, Sec., 119 Beryl 
Ave. Sessions every Wed., 8:30 p. m. Library 
open daily except Sun., 10 a. m. to 7 p. m.

WASHINGTON
Seattle:*
Michael Maier Minor Lodge, 1322 E. Pine St. Dr. 
Arthur J. Manley, Master; Marjorie Umbenhour. 
Sec., 1739-13th Ave., S. Sessions every Mon., 8 
p. m. Library open Mon. through Fri., 1 to 4 p.m.

WISCONSIN
Wilwaukee:
Karnak Chapter, 3431 W. Lisbon Ave., Rm. 8. 
Mrs. Bohumila Falkowski, Master, Tel. Mitchell 
1624; Wilfred E. Bloedow, Sec. Sessions every 
Mon., 8:15 p. m.

Principal Canadian Branches and Foreign Jurisdictions
The addresses of other foreign Grand Lodges or 

be given upon request.
AUSTRALIA

Sydney, N. S. W.:
Sydney Chapter. Mrs. Dora English, Sec., 650 
Pacific Highway, Chatswood.

CANADA
Montreal, P. Q.:
Mount Royal Chanter. Hotel Windsor, Rm. 129. 
Frank Lyons Peck. Master; Shirley M. Fyles, 
Sec.. 410-1253 McGill College Ave.
Toronto, Ontario:
Toronto Chapter, 10 Lansdowne Ave. Mrs. C. T. 
Barnick. Master: Joseph Benson, Sec., 788 Winde- 
mere Ave., Toronto 9. Sessions 1st and 3rd Sun., 
7:30 p. m.
Vanconver. British Columbia:*
Canadian Grand Lodge. 878 Hornby St. J. L. W il­
liams. Master; Byron Arden. Sec., 2228 Yew St. 
Sessions every Mon. through Fri.
Victoria, British Columbia:*
Victoria Lodge. 725 Courtney St. Ida E. Head, 
Master; Miss Dorothy Burrows, Sec., 1728 Davie 
Street.
Windsor, Ontario:
Windsor Chapter. Norton Palmer Hotel. Ralph 
Caliauiri. Master: Mrs. Rebecca Mathison. Sec., 
194 Bridge Ave., Tel. 4-2671. Sessions every Wed., 
8 p. m.
Winnipeg. Manitoba:
Charles Dana Dean Chapter. 122a Phoenix Block. 
Win, M. Glanvill. Master: Ronald S. Scarth, Sec., 
1^9 Lyle St.. St. James, Manitoba. Sessions every 
Wed.. 7:45 p. m.

DENMARK
Conenbairen :
The AMORC Grand Lodge of Denmark. Arthur 
Sundstrup, Grand Master: Cnrli Anderson, S.R.C., 
Grand Sec. Manoerade 13th Strand.

DUTCH EA«T INDIES
Dr. W. Th. van Stokkum. Grand Master; W. J. 
Visser, Sec.-Gen. Gombel 33. Semarang.

EGYPT 
Cairo:
Cairo Information Bureau de la Rose Croix. J. 
Sanoorta. Sec., 27 Rue Salimon Pacha.
Heliopolis:

•(Initiations are performed.)

the names and addresses of their representatives, will

The Grand Orient of AMORC, House of the 
Temple. M. A. Ramayvelim. F. R. C., Grand Sec., 
c /o  Mr. Levy, 50 Rue Stefano.

ENGLAND
The AMORC Grand Lodge of Great Britain. Ray- 
mund Andrea. F. R. C., Grand Master, 34 Bays- 
water Ave., Westbury Park, Bristol 6.

FRANCE
Mile. Jeanne Guesdon, Secretary. 56 Rue Gam- 
betta, Vllleneuve Saint Georges (Seine & Oise).

HOLLAND
Am sterdam :
De Rozekruisers Orde: Groot-Lodge der Neder- 
landen, J. Coops, Gr. Sec., Hunzesiraat 141.

MEXICO
Quetzalcoatl Lodge. Calle de Colombia 24, Mexico, 
D. F. Alberto B. Lopez. Master: Juan Aguilar y  
Romero, Sec., Av. Victoria i f  109, Col. Industrial, 
Mexico, D. F., Mexico.

POLAND
Polish Grand Lodge of AMORC, Warsaw. Poland. 

SOUTH AMERICA
Buenos Aires, Argentina:
Buenos Aires Chanter. Cangallo 1352. Sr. Aldo H. 
Obejero. Master: Sr. Manuel A. Monteagudo, Sec., 
Malpu 39, Buenos Aires.

SWEDEN
Grand Lodge "Rosenkorset." Anton Svanlund, 
F. R. C.. Grand Master. Vastergatan 55, Malmo: 
Inez Akesson, Grand Lodge Sec., Slottsgatan 18, 
Malmo.

SWITZERLAND
AMORC Grand Lodge, 21 Ave. Dapples, Lau­
sanne: Dr. Ed. Bertholet. F. R. C.. Grand Master, 
6 Blvd.. Chamblandes. Pully-Lausanne; Pierre 
Genillard, Grand Sec., Surlac B., Mont Choisl, 
Lausanne.

Latin-American Division
Armando Font De La Jara, F. R. C.t Deputy Grand Master

Direct inauiries regarding this division to the Latin-American Division, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, 
California. U. S. A.

JUNIOR ORDER OF TORCH BEARERS
A children’s organization sponosored by the AMORC.
For complete information as to its aims and benefits, address Secretary General, Junior Order, Rosi­

crucian Park, San Jose, California.
THE ROSICRUCIAN PRESS, LTD. PRINTED IN U. S. A.



D E M O N S T R A T IN G  R A D IO A C T IV E  E M A N A T IO N S
The Cosmic Ray Coincidence Counter, used at the Rosicrucian Planetarium and exhibited on lecture tours 

throughout the United States since 1937. has demonstrated to thousands of spectators the existence of rays pene­
trating from beyond the earth’s atmosphere. Erwin Watermeyer. F. R. C . Director of the Technical Department 
and member of the Rose-Croix University faculty, is shown here holding a capsule containing uranium salts and 
demonstrating that emanations from radioactive substances may also be made manifest through the use of this 
Counter. The Rosicrucian Order (AMORC) from centuries past has been probing the mysteries of atomic 
phenomena. (Courtesy Rosicrucian Digest)



This Complete Set for 75c
CONCISE, inspiring, informative reading. Easily carried in your 

pocket—easily  read  in your ava ilab le  time. The entire set of six 
books—sent to you a t one time, with postage p a id —only 75^. 
(Do not send postage stam ps.)

SUPERSIGHT OR THE THIRD EYE
O R E the tales about a  third eye true? Did ancien t man, like the legendary  

Cyclops, have another eye in the center of his forehead? Is the p ineal 
g land  a  rem nant of this organ? Are m an 's psychic sensitivity and  inner 
perception dependen t upon the developm ent of this third eye?

WHAT OCCURS AFTER DEATH?
1DOES the soul rem ain conscious of its surroundings after death? Is a  tie 

estab lished  betw een  the loved ones who rem ain on earth and  the one 
who departed? W hat sensations are experienced as the soul passes  from 
the body? Here is a  m ystical and  scientific treatm ent of this g reat p h e ­
nomenon that will fascinate you.

PSYCHIC PHENOMENA
TN ALL of the strange experiences which are  called  psychic, w hat is fact— 

and  w hat is fancy? Learn the basic  psychological principles underlying 
crystal gazing, autom atic writing, and  different kinds of fortune telling. Dis­
cern the true from the false. Be your own investigator.

MAKE YOUR OWN PROPHECIES
^ ^ H A T  lies beyond  the veil of the present? How can you antic ipate  and  

p repare—for the future? Learn how to see the future develop logically 
and intelligently  out of the p resent—out of the things happen ing  today in 
and  around you.

COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS
THERE is a  superconsciousness. It is an  attunem ent with the Infinite Mind.

Learn how m an m ay sense and know the order of this universe of which 
he is a  part Make your life conform to the Cosmic plan. Learn the nature 
and w ay of developing Cosmic Consciousness.

COLOR—ITS MYSTICAL INFLUENCE
E J OW does color affect your life? W hat colors irritate—or are  harm onious?

How can we m entally a ttune with colors? How are  the harm onious com­
plem ents of colors accom plished? W hat is the mystical law  of color 
attraction?

THE ROSICRUCIAN SUPPLY BUREAU
ROSICRUCIAN PARK, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, U. S. A.



Invoking Occult Power!
I t o i v  t h e  O c c u l t i s t  E n l a r g e s

I t i s  W o r l d  .  .  a n d  S c o p e  o f  l A r i n g

U-r
1 f  y o u  would en la rg e  th e  visible, know the invisible.” So said an occultist 

centuries ago. l ie  knew that around us and in  us are tremendous potenti­
alities which could have existence— things just beyond the border of the 
consciousness, waiting to be made real and useful. Nature is not confined 
to the visible. For every phenomenon exposed to your eyes and ears, there 
are ten thousand natural powers concealed from mortal sight. The occult­
ist was an adventurer into the unknown. He was not a delver into the 
supernatural. He learned to lift the lid upon N ature’s chest of hidden 
mysteries. M an is the knower— the universe is the unknown. M an ad­
vances by converting the unknown into the known—thus he acquires a 
power of personal accomplishment.

Out of the true occult sciences and arts have come chemistry, astronomy, 
and medicine. Moreover, the occultist has discovered keys—fundamental 
laws and precepts by which man, you, in fact, can come to experience as 
yet unrealized personal achievements. Learn how the occultist was able to 
command N ature’s forces to make them serve him. W ith such information 
you will have a challenge to your imagination— and a personal answer to 
many mysteries of your existence. Such knowledge makes for confidence 
and the fullness of living and doing.

A ccep t This M an u scrip t r
W rite for the free  explanatory discourse, “Invoking 

Occult Power.” It is an intelligent, factual presentation 
of the fundamentals of the occult sciences and arts, as 
recorded by renowned occultists. Don’t merely look for 

mystery—look for an amazing revelation of 
generally unknown, simple natural laws.
Subscribe (or re-subscribe) to this magazine, 
the  R o s ic ru c ia n  D ig e s t, for six months at 
the usual rate of $1.50, and ask for your 
free discourse. It will be sent to you at once, 
postpaid. The discourse alone is worth this 
subscription—yet it costs you nothing. Send 
subscription and request to address below:

The ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST [AMORC], San J o se , Calif.



( J c t o e n t u t e s

THE following are  but a few of the m any books 
of the Rosicrucian Library, which are  fasci­

nating  and  instructive to every reader. For a  
complete list and  description of all of the books, 
write for FREE CATALOG. Send orders and  re ­
quest to address below.

ROSICRUCIAN PRINCIPLES FOR HOME AND 
BUSINESS—By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph.D.

This volum e con ta ins su ch  p rinc ip les  oi p ra c tic a l Rosi­
c ruc ian  te ach in g  as  a re  a p p lic ab le  to tne solu tion  of 
ev ery d ay  problem s of life in b u s in ess  a n d  in the  affairs 
of the hom e. H undreds of p rac tica l points. Price, post­
p a id , $2.25.

"UNTO THEE I GRANT '—By Sri. Ramatherio
secre t m anuscrip t writ-A s tra n g e  book p re p a re d  from 

ten two th o u san d  years a g o  a n d  h idden  in the m onastery  
of Tibet. It is filled w ith  the  m ost sub lim e teach in g s  of 
an c ien t M asters of the  F a r East, w hich w ere  tran s la ted  
b y  sp ec ia l perm ission  of the  G ran d  Lam a a n d  D isciples 
o f  the  S ac red  C ollege in the G ran d  Tem ple in Tibet. 
E leventh edition , w ell-p rin ted  w ith a ttrac tiv e , stiff cover, 
$1.25 p e r copy, postpaid .

A THOUSAND YEARS OF YESTERDAYS
By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph.D.

A b eau tifu l story of re in ca rn a tio n  a n d  m ystic lessons. 
This u n u su a l book h as  b een  tran s la ted  a n d  sold in m any 
la n g u a g es . It is u n ive rsally  endorsed . W ell-prin ted , 
b o u n d  in cloth. P repa id , a t only $1.00 p e r copy.

MANSIONS OF THE SOUL. The Cosmic C on­
ception—By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph.D.

R eincarnation , the  w orld 's  m ost d ispu ted  doctrine , com ­
p le te ly  a n d  scientifically  exp la ined . S u b s tan tia ted  by  
q uo ta tions  from em inent au tho rities  a n d  from B iblical 
a n d  various  o th e r S ac red  works. This volum e p laces  
the doctrine  of re inca rna tion  h igh above  m ere sp e c u la ­
tion. Illustrated , bound  in cloth, 334 p ag es . Price $2 35. 
p o s tag e  p rep a id .

MYSTICS AT PRAYER—By M any Cihlar
A ustrian philosopher and mystic.

The first com plete com pilation  of the  fam ous p ray e rs  of 
the renow ned  m ystics a n d  ad ep ts  of a l l  a g e s . This book 
a lso  exp lains, in sim ple la n g u a g e , the  reaso n  for p ray er, 
how  to p ray , a n d  the Cosmic law s involved. W ell- 
b o und  in cloth, p rin ted  on a r t p a p e r  in tw o colors, w ith 
d eck led -ed g e  a n d  tin ted  p ag es . P ostpa id  a t $1.10, p e r 
copy.

THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF JESUS
By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph.D.

The sec re t teach in g s  of the M aster Jesus, for m any a g e s  
priva te ly  p re serv ed  in unknow n arch ives, a re  here in  
b ro u g h t to light. W hat a re  these  teach in g s  a n d  w hy 
h ad  m an  d e le ted  them from the context of the  Bible? 
The a n sw e r m ay b e  found in this beau tifu lly  bound  
book, illu s tra ted  w ith p h o to g rap h s  of sac re d  sites, in ­
clud ing  th e  gaTden tom b oi Jesus, a s  film ed by  AMORC 
C am era  Expedition. Price, p o s tpaid , $2.50.

*7/

Rosicrucian Supply Bureau
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SAN JOSE. CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.
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