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The Love ldol

Nefertiti. renowned us the most beautiful queen of Egypt. Her

very name means, Beauty s Arrival. She was the wife of Pha-
raoh Amenhotep 1y and over 2300 years ago posed daily lor the
king s chiel artist. lhe sculptor took great pains to do justice to

her overwhelming beauty. The bust statue he made of the queen
was found a few years ago and has been declared by leading
artists and sculptors as being expressive of the ideal form of
feminine beauty and also as representing an exquisite mystical
grace . .. she was truly an idol of love.

An exact reproduction ol the magnificent original is 011 display

at the Rosicrucian Egyptian museum in San Jose. Now, beautiful
home-size replicas, in colors, of this masterful work have been

Nefertiti ) o o
made in quantities for low-cost distribution.
In Color — Seven inches high,
lifelike, colors as on the original. An Inspiration for Home and Sanctum

Price includes mailing charges. . -
g g Own one ol these lovely replicas. Lifelike, colored after the

Only original. More than just a gracious statue or pleasing adornment,
£4.50 the Nefertiti art piece will seem to bestow a consoling presence in
' any room it occupies. Place it anywhere ... on the mantel, book

each . . . . .
case, dresser, or better still, in your private sanctum. You will prize

it highly and come to regard it as a reminder of past glory.

ROSICRUCIAN SUPPLY BUREAU
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, U.S. A.

THE INSTITUTION BEHIND THIS ANNOUNCEMENT



ILLUSTRIOUS IMPERATOR

Dr. H. Spencer Lewis. lute Imperator of the A.M.O.K.C. and founder of the second cycle of the Kosicrucian
Order in America, is shown above in his fraternal and ritualistic regalia. This photograph was taken many
years ago. when lie was officiating at an Initiation in the Kosicrucian Lodge in Boston. Massachusetts. It is
republished at this time to commemorate the anniversary of his transition (see page 208).

(AMORC Photoj



S THERE a strange familiarity
I about people you have met for
the first time? Do scenes and places
you have never visited haunt your
memory? Are these proof that the

personality — an immaterial sub-
stance — can survive all earthly
changes and return? How many

times have you seemed a stranger
to yourself— possessed of moods and
temperaments that were not your
own?

Prejudices, fears, and supersti-
tions have denied millions of men
and women a fair and intelligent
insight into these yesterdays of their

along the waters of the once sacred
Nile, and in the heights of the
Himalayas, man began a serious
search beyond this veil of today.
For centuries, behind monastery
walls and in secret grottoes, certain
men explored the memory of the
soul. Liberating their consciousness
from the physical world to which it
is ordinarily bound, these investiga-
tors went on mystical journeys into
celestial realms. They have ex-
pressed their experiences in simple
teachings. They have disclosed
whereby man can glean the true
nature of self and find a royal road
to peace of mind and resourceful

lives. But in the enigmatic East, living.

tycUci+tatint, NEW fiaoJz /

Today there is no greater—or more respected—perpetuator of these
ancient teachings and startling truths than the Rosicrucians (not a re-
ligious organization). Let them send you a free copy of the book, The
Mastery of Life. It explains how you may receive, for fascinating study
in the privacy of your home, this useful knowledge which will enlarge
your mental vision. By means of its simple principles, you can learn to
remove doubts and fears and to establish self-confidence in these troubled
times. It will reveal how to exercise the powers of self—which perhaps
have remained a mystery to you. Write today. Use the convenient coupon
below. Don’t delay!

Scribe S. P. C.
THE ROSICRUCIANS, AMORC, San Joae, California

Please send ine the Iree, sealed book. 1 am interested in
knowing how | may obtain the masterful Rosicrucian teachings.

*7te RoOsicrucians
(AMORC)
San Jose, California, U.S.A.

Name....
Address.
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THE

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
BLACK BROTHERHOODS

othing is -0 terrifying to
some minds as the
thought that there are
persons banded together
for the purpose of subju-
gating others by malevo-
lent forces. Those who
are believed to practice
such malediction have
been popularly referred to as black
magicians. Thai this idea persists is
due to the continuation of the same
reasoning which must have originally
brought it forth.

Almost every concept is possible of a
contrary, that is. a direct opposite. The
conception of a personalized god, a
benevolent being accounting for all the
constructive forces in the universe,
paradoxically gives rise to the idea of a
satanic being. The mind does not
necessarily have to have evidence of a
contrary to establish the idea of one.
Il can imagine the opposite of any posi-
tive* state. Realizing the existence of
\omcthing. we can conceive its absence
or we can imagine such a diminishing
of its qualities that its opposite seems
possible.  The vicissitudes of life are
such as to suggest to any simple mind
the plausibility of there being evil
forces extant in the world.

The nature of evil has a psychologi-
cal basis. It has long ago been ex-
pounded by the ancients that good is
relative to personal satisfaction. What
pleases the body, the mind, or the
moral sense constitutes a good.  The
very establishment of such a positive
good as pleasure, whether it is physical
or moral, gives rise to the idea of the

negative opposite of displeasure. Evil,
then, can be defined as moral or
spiritual displeasure. It is the direct
opposite of whatever is conceived as
good. If the human believes that a
god or teleologieal cause, such as Divine
mind, has instituted and directs that
which is thought good, it follows, then,
that that which is accepted as evil
would likewise be the result of the will
of some being. This duality of person-
alized and deified forces has been mani-
fest in almost all organized religions.
It perhaps received its greatest impetus
in Manichaeanism which, with similar
beliefs of Judaism, has left its stamp
upon early Christianity.

Priesthoods and sacerdotal rites de-
veloped from the fact that some men
professed to be more skilled in the wavs
of invoking the powers of the gods.
Men consulted them to intercede in
their behalf in spiritual matters. |If
some men were said to know the art of
approaching Cod and of causing llirn
to exercise 1lis benevolent powers, then
other men must be conversant with con-
juring the powers of evil. In either
instance, faith in the professed art of
the priest or intermediary must be had.
Such faith was strengthened by the co-
incidence of circumstances and the ef-
fect of suggestion. Whatever befell one
upon whom the sorcerer put hi- curse
was considered proof of the power of
his art. The fact that more probable
direct causes could be shown did not, to
the mind of a superstitious person, suf-
ficiently disprove the efficacy of the
black rite.

As magic has played a tremendous
part in the formation of religion, so.



too, has it contributed to the belief in
black brotherhoods. The theist is one
who conceives a supreme being that
transcends the wuniverse but whose
thoughts and actions are in it. Chris-
tianity and Judaism are theistic reli-
gions in this sense. Both Christianity
and Judaism have, for example, con-
ceived that the will of God is likewise
extant in the universe as a series of
natural forces. In desiring to employ
natural laws, it is, then, held that man
does not need to have an arbitrary deci-
sion of God to do so. It is believed that
these natural forces were originally
purposely created by the Divine Being.
Their function, therefore, is assured
and constitutes a subordinate but inde-
pendent phenomenon in the universe.
The problem that beset early man was
the manner of personally directing
these latent forces so as to make them
conform to his will. The shaman and
priest, in simple ignorance or with
fraudulent intent, suggested liturgies by
which such demonstration could be
accomplished.

These forces were, on the whole, con-
sidered invisible but often resident in
material objects. An object was con-
sidered the residence of supernatural
powers if it seemed to exert an in-
fluence on mortals. The mere fact that
an object would attract one’s attention
was sufficient to cause belief that a
spirit or intelligent force within it
caused the attraction. Objects which in
some manner furthered man’s welfare
were agents of benevolent forces; those
which alarmed him or in some way
caused him injury were agents of
malevolent forces. The essence of
magic, therefore, consists in endeavor-
ing to coerce a conceived power or force
of supernatural origin to do man’s
bidding.

Symbolism of JBlacle

The black magician was the one con-
ceived to be entirely conversant with
conjuring the forces of evil. It is not
strange that black has been associated
with such practices. Among the an-
cients darkness was often thought to
have antedated light. Many of the an-
cient cosmological theories advance the
idea that all creation, even light itself,
came out of chaos, the abyss of dark-

ness. Venus, who was apotheosized as
the Great Mother from whence all
came, was also the deity of night. If
one presumed that light did not always
exist, then its apparent opposite or dark-
ness must have—at least so reasoned
the early mind. Black absorbs all colors
and thus buries light. Consequently, it
represents a state of obscurity, of death
and mourning. Just as things have dis-
tinction, that is, form and color, and
can be perceived in light, conversely, in
darkness they lose all these qualities.
When light is suddenly turned upon a
dark area, things which may not have
been known to exist there become visi-
ble. Though darkness in itself is not
revealing, the mind reasons, partially
from experience, that it is potential
with many things whose nature re-
mains unknown. We are all quite con-
scious of our helplessness in the dark.
Helplessness has always been one of
the principal precipitates of fear. In
darkness, then, the mind imagines ter-
rors. Man’s fear is heightened by his
helplessness to combat them. Criminals
and their nefarious deeds welcome the
obscurity of darkness, further identify-
ing black with evil.

The word nigromancia, generally
meaning the black art, is the combina-
tion of two Hebrew words: nigro, mean-
ing black, and mancia, thought to be
derived from the name of incense used
by certain magicians to drive away
demons. From attributing ill will to
one’s neighbor it is but a step further
to conceiving that he or others may
have engaged one skilled in nigro-
mancia to conjure evil forces to do him
personal harm. One may have aroused
the animosity of a neighbor. Subse-
quently, a series of minor accidents or
misfortunes befall him. The unfortu-
nate person can ascertain no natural
cause for these happenings. The suf-
fering or inconveniences he has en-
dured is what he imagines would satisfy
the hatred of his neighbor; there is,
therefore, a presumed connection. This
appears to answer the question as to the
cause, namely, that the neighbor’s
thoughts brought about the ill fortune.
When there is no personal enmity to
which to attribute the evil acts, then
it is imagined that a black magician has
utilized the forces at his command to
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dominate the unfortunate victim for
some ulterior purpose.

In analyzing this type of reasoning,
which unfortunately still prevails in
our age, two factors are quite appar-
ent. The believer obviously accepts the
principle of causation: everything that
occurs has been caused. That aspect
of his reasoning is, in itself, meritori-
ous. However, the believer also attrib-
utes purpose to the cause. Whatever
is done must have been intentionally
done. He never considers that some-
thing may occur by necessity, that is,
by tne mechanism of natural law. The
purpose is determined by the effect
upon the individual. If the effect is
beneficial, then it has a spiritual cause;
if harmful, it is motivated by an evil
being.

Crafty, unscrupulous individuals,
aware of this fallacious reasoning on
the part of their fellows, further the
perfidy by holding themselves out as
black magicians or sorcerers. It is their
intention to extort money and property
from victims for mere “protection”
against such powers as they might con-
jure. In the early centuries, A. D., the
masses of people were in constant fear
of black magic. They did not know
when or from which direction it would
strike. The individual was placed in
the position of contributing to the
church, on the one hand, to exorcise
these imagined evil forces and, on the
other hand, bribing black magicians to
intercede with the demons in their be-
half. An historian of the fifth century
complained that Christian people and
clergy alike “instead of the blessing of
the saints, lo, they carried about the in-
cantations of the magician; and in-
stead of the Holy Cross, lo, they carry
the books of the devil . One carries
it on his head, another around his neck
and a child carries about devil’s names
and comes to church.”

Tibetan Mlrotherhoods

Brotherhoods are established either
by a blood bond where the nexus is by
blood relation or interchanging of blood,
or where the members are united by
having a common purpose. There have
been instances in history of men having
actually associated themselves for the
Surposes of obeisance to satanic in-

uences. These men established litur-

gies and rites, and performed initiations
in which solemn vows to diabolic intel-
ligences were exacted. As among reli-
gious brotherhoods bound by spiritual
precepts, these men were bound by
their mutual desire to pay homage to
evil forces, in return for which they
expected special privileges. Even in
modern times, a group of such indi-
viduals publicly proclaimed themselves
in London as devil worshippers. They
used a series of cabalistic rituals which
they perverted to their purpose. To
show that their purpose was the con-
verse of religion, their rites were prin-
cipally a series of desecration of Chris-
tian ceremonies, interspersed with ob-

scenities. The authorities, upon learn-
ing of their activities, arrested the
leaders.

Tradition and rumor have relegated
some of these so-called black brother-
hoods to Tibet, the enigmatic land. By
the standards of orthoaox Christianity,
some of the monastic orders in Tibet
could be so classified, not because their
conduct is actually perverse, but simply
because it is contrary to theological
proscription. The Buddhist monastic
system has been practiced from ancient
times in Tibet. Though some of their
rites are, in fact, a corruption of the
original Buddhist doctrines, that, in it-
self, no more classifies them as evil
than are the Christian sects which have
broken with their mother church classi-
fied as evil. In Tibet these monasteries
are called gompa. Literally, this means
a solitary place. In the gompas in
Lhasa there are said to be fifteen thou-
sand lamas. In the province of Amdo,
there are nearly thirty thousand lamas
in twenty-four lamaseries. One sev-
enth of the entire population belongs to
the priesthood. Many of these lama-
series are quite ornate, having temples
covered with tile and gold.

Some of these brotherhoods in Tibet
are, admittedly, of a degenerate form
and do worship imaginary demons and
disincarnate spirits. Their superstitions
have, through the centuries, evolved
into an elaborate liturgy. The humble
votary actually believes that he is able
to conjure malevolent forces. The prac-
tice of some of these discloses an un-
usual knowledge of the fundamentals
of psychology. Hypnotism can be in-
duced and the subject caused to do



many inordinate acts, under the power
of suggestion. The acolyte who attends
the ceremonies is not aware of the
natural laws involved. To him it is an
impressive display of the supernatural.
The cataleptic rigidity that occurs in
some instances is assumed to be caused
by the evil forces occupying the body
of the victim, the result of ritualistic
incantations.

Tibetan stories tell of itinerant black
magicians or sorcerers who travel about
teaching the black art for certain sums.
Much of what they teach is hypnotism
and formulas for mixing potions to in-
duce states similar to anesthesia. These
things in themselves are but psycho-
logical and chemical laws used for un-
ethical and immoral purposes. In fact,
black magic, in its actual employment
of natural law, is black only in the
sense that its purpose is base. There
are no powers or forces which are ex-
clusively in the domain of the black
arts, notwithstanding opinion to the
contrary.

In Tibetan Buddhism there is a form
of meditation referred to as Bardo. In
other words, bardo may be attained by
meditation. The word means bar (be-
tween) and do (two). In fact, it refers
to the attainment of an intermediary
state between death and rebirth. The
death more frequently alludes to the
cessation of the lower state of con-
sciousness; and the rebirth is into an
evolved and exalted one. During this
intermediary state, the consciousness
is said to be free of the mortal body.
It can, it is believed, assume other
forms, unless the votary’s will is strong
enough to compel it to pursue its high
purpose of returning to the body in a
more developed and refined state. Some
votaries enjoy this intermediary state,
according to Tibetan legend, because
of the freedom which it affords them.
In such a condition of liberation, their
consciousness can, and often does, oc-
cupy other forms and is responsible for
wrong acts. The superstition prevails
that black magic can induce this inter-
mediate state and confer the power of
liberating the consciousness so that it
may become embodied in whatever
form is wished. Many natives are, con-
sequently, terrified by the thought of
being dominated by the consciousness
of others who have wrong motives and

who may assume bodies of those who
have departed.

Mental M*oisoning

In this category the black brother-
hoods and their magicians are related
to witchcraft and bewitching. The lat-
ter is a ceremonial operation by which
the operator endeavors to impose his
will upon others with the aid of super-
natural agencies. As a devout man
will pray that God may support his
virtuous purpose, so the black magi-
cian is supposed, by incantation, music,
the utterance of certain words and by
gestures, to put into motion malevolent
forces which will do his evil bidding.
The whole reasoning here depends upon
the conception that certain forces in the
universe have, as an ideal, evil purposes
and strive to fulfill them. Once con-
vincing a believer that evil intent or
an evil agency does not exist in the uni-
verse, it would be obviously apparent to
him that such cannot have its high
priests. As one occultist has so well
said, “the black magician poisons him-
self in order, as he believes, that he
may poison others. He damns himself
that he may torture others. He wounds
himself mortally under the illusion
that he may inflict death on others.”
It has been further said that “in reli-
gion, it is faith that saves—in black
magic, it is faith that kills.” This phrase
succinctly depicts the only danger of
black magic—one’s faith in it.

Believe in its efficacy, implant the
suggestion in your own consciousness
that a certain evil is being exercised
against you, and the mental poisoning
—as Dr. H. Spencer Lewis so aptly
called it—begins to penetrate your
whole being. The fear inhibits your
thinking; it beclouds your reasoning; it
limits your perception. Finally, every
experience is related by the victim to
the fearsome idea and its true value is
distorted. The rational life ceases, all
living now centers around the obsession
which becomes a terror. The mental
and physical health are gradually un-
dermined. Calamity befalls the indi-
vidual in his economic and social world,
due to his own approach to it. He
imagines, however, that these are the
results of the black magic, when the
cause is actually engendered and lies

(Continued on Page 221)
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man is not to be measured by the praise or denunciations

of him during his life. A dynamic personality will
always make a stir; often, like a passing breeze, it leaves no
lasting impression. A man is truly great if he has so lived
that, when he is gone, even those who knew him not respect
him for his achievements. Such a man must have been akin
in his thought to Cosmic principles or his works would have
little permanency. As a mystic, philosopher or scientist, he
saw into the hearts and minds of men, or through the veil
of nature, and the rest of us benefited thereby.

There are but a few men in each century who are so gifted
—or ordained—as to advance mankind. One of these was
Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, late Imperator of the A.M.O.R.C.
—a man with the compassion of the mystic and the logical
mind of a scientist; time has added to rather than dulled the
luster of his thoughts and accomplishments. ldeas and ideals,
once thought visionary when expounded by him in the
teachings of the Rosicrucian Order, or in his various writ'
ings, are being proved by subsequent developments.

Dr. H. Spencer Lewis passed through transition at 3:15
p.m., on August 2, 1939. It has been the custom of the
A.M.O.R.C. to commemorate that date each year by asking
all Rosicrucians everywhere, at exactly 3:15 p.m., Pacific
Standard Time, to participate in a three'minute meditation
period. Determine the equivalent time for your location. All

duties of office and other activities at Rosicrucian Park will
be suspended on August 2, except for the meditation period,

which will be held in the shrine on the grounds where Dr.
Lewis’ earthly remains are interred. Please note the date
and time on your calendar.



Cosmic Rays

By Rodman R. clayson, F.R.C.

Director, Rosicrucian Planetarium
Member Astronomical Society of the Pacific

ho, in present times, is
not curious about Cosmic
rays and the rather fran-
tic efforts of physicists
to reveal the secret prop-
erties of these “rays from
the skies”? The devel-
opment of the atomic
bomb only whetted the
rising tide of inquiry of scientists into
this particular phenomenon, for they
seem to feel that a knowledge of the
energy believed to be found in these
rays will solve the problem of the na-
ture of the power that holds together
the neutrons and positrons of the nu-
cleus of an atom. Thus far, nature has
not revealed her secret, but let us ob-
serve what man lias done and what he
is learning about this Cosmic energy.

ilesvurch ifvrolopmvrv/s

In 1911, Victor Hess discovered that
the rate of destruction of atoms of gas
in a closed vessel became more intense
with increasing altitude above the
earth’s surface. The reason for this
seemed to lie in some energy which
did not have its origin in the earth. The
first World War interrupted further
study until 1922. From that date, Hess
and his associate, Dr. W. Kolhoerster,
continued their search. Having decided
that the rays of energy had their origin
in the depths of space, they found them
to have a very high penetrating power.
In fact, they estimated that these Cos-
mic bullets had a penetrating power ten
times as great as that of any other kind
of ray which they had previously ob-

served in the laboratory. Scientists are
now aware of the fact that Cosmic rays
have a penetrating power that is al-
most inconceivable.

About the year 1925, Dr. R. A. Mil-
likan and his collaborators began tak-
ing careful measurements of Cosmic
ray intensity over lakes, on mountains,
and during sea voyages. Millikan pro-
posed that the rays arose in a process in
which atoms were bom in interstellar
space by the coming together of the
ultimate particles which play a part in
their structure. According to this view,
the primary rays were responsible for
giving birth to atoms. Then, J. C. Clay
demonstrated a marked variation of
Cosmic ray intensity with Ilatitude.
Following this, Dr. Arthur Compton
traveled around the world to get fur-
ther results. Subsequently Compton
with his collaborators observed an
asymmetry of the Cosmic radiation
with regard to east and west directions.
This development in conjunction with
the latitude variation has played an
important part in establishing the na-
ture of these rays.

In 1935, Captains A. W. Stevens
and O. A. Anderson ascended into the
stratosphere to an altitude of 72,395
feet in their balloon, Explorer Il. They
carried apparatus for studying the rays
and reported that the Cosmic radiations
increased until the altitude of 57,000
feet was reached and that with the
higher altitude they began to diminish.
Since then there have been similar bal-
loon flights and all have verified the
findings of the intrepid army men.

jyiruvj
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Scientists ever on the trail of their
prey have taken their instruments from
mountaintops to the floor of harbors,
rivers, and lakes. They have taken
them into mines of all kinds. They
have visited every latitude, longitude,
and climate.

We are informed that Cosmic rays
have penetrated a depth of 830 feet
of salt water and as much as 75 feet of
solid lead! Scientists know that the
penetration is even greater than this.

The interesting thing is that any-
thing that is penetrated by Cosmic rays
—and nothing is exempt from them—
propagates the ray so that its multiple
elements form a dense spray or shower.
Everything of a material nature absorbs
these rays, which includes masses of
water in the sea, the earth’s crust, and
the atmosphere. By a curious coinci-
dence, water, earth, and air have been
subjected to the investigation of physi-
cists, and of the four “primary sub-
stances” only fire does not absorb
Cosmic rays!

In the summer of 1946, a United
States Army B-29 made several flights
into the stratosphere to study the rays.
These flights were sponsored by the
United States Government, the Na-
tional Geographic Society, and the
Bartol Research Foundation. The plane
ascended to an altitude of eight miles
and flew to latitudes of the far north.
The scientists aboard the airplane re-
ported that the farther north they went
the greater became the intensity of the
rays. Flying south as far as Peru, they
discovered that over the equatorial re-
gion of the earth there was little evi-
dence of the presence of Cosmic rays.
The scientific conclusion is that as the
rays descend they are deflected or at-
tracted toward the earth’s poles.

We are told that every second at
least ten of these rays pass through the
body of each of us, and that from this
there is no apparent effect. It is thought
that they travel with the speed of light
which is 186,300 miles per second. As
the ray passes through you, it breaks
down into millions of its own particles.
This Cosmic barrage, which increases
with altitude and extreme northern and
southern latitudes, is called Cosmic
radiation.

Today Cosmic rays are thought to be
corpuscular, and electrically charged.
A particle may carry both signs; that
is, it may have charges of positive and
negative polarities. Predominantly posi-
tive particles arrive from the west, and
those that are essentially negative seem
to come from the east. The potential
charge of a beam of particles consti-
tuting the Cosmic ray is said to be
nearly 20 billion volts. After passing
through the atmosphere to the earth,
one particle will theoretically produce
one million electrons. It is thought
that all the energy carried by these rays
is transformed into heat.

Detection instruments

An apparatus used to detect Cosmic
rays is called the Geiger-Mueller
counter. It is an electrically operated
instrument having large glass direc-
tional tubes in parallel, filled with
argon gas. A tungsten wire runs co-
axially through the tube. When the
Cosmic ray passes through the gas in
the tube it precipitates the electrical
discharge which operates a recording
mechanism. A large model of the
Geiger-Mueller counter is demon-
strated in the Astronomical Museum of
the Rosicrucian Planetarium.*

The Wilson Cloud Chamber is an-
other means of detecting this type of
ray. It is a glass cell filled with gas
which sufficiently retards the passage
of the rays to make photographing
possible.

Oriffin

Rays, which are beams of particles of
energy, travel in waves. Waves must
have a source where they are origi-
nated, but it is questionable whether
or not scientists will ever be able to
tell the world where that source is, al-
though, as will be related, they have
several ideas about the matter.

In the light of recent developments,
R. A. Millikan has come forth with still
another theory for the origin of Cosmic
rays. He states that they may originate
when atoms in interstellar space die;

* A picture of this counter appeared in the Rosicrucian
Digest. October. 1945.



that is, when the atom disintegrates
the Cosmic ray is bom.

Lemaitre theorizes that all matter
was once concentrated in the center of
the universe and that the matter blew
up. The atomic dust of the explosion
became Cosmic rays.

Another suggestion points out that
electrical storms on stars could precipi-
tate explosions which would send out
the rays.

W. F. G. Swann makes a postula-
tion which he states that he personally
does not like to accept. Rosicrucians
will be interested in his theory which is
as follows: Charged particles in the stars
receive their energies by changing mag-
netic fields, such as are observed in
the sunspots. A changing magnetic
field of force can be a region in which
electricity is set in motion. A dynamo
operates on this principle.

The sun is a star and sunspots are
associated with intense magnetic activ-
ity; also, one sunspot can grow to the
dimension of 100,000 miles in length
in a very few days. Sunspots are bi-
polar. While such fields are increasing
or shrinking in size, existing forces tend
to accelerate charges. Swann states
that the magnetic fields of sunspots
could give a large particle of electronic
mass an energy of billions of volts.
These could be Cosmic rays.

In all attempts to explain the origin
of these rays, one must remember that
any condition which may be emitting
one sign, or polarity, without bringing
electrical forces into action would com-
bat the emission. Perhaps this may
have something to do with sunspot
storms.

Mesotrons

Scientists admittedly do not know
the composition of Cosmic rays before
their entrance into the atmosphere. As
the rays descend they apparently break
into multitudinous particles, subject to
solar and terrestrial magnetic in-
fluences. The particles are retarded
through collision with atoms of dust and
moisture about them. These collisions
produce new short-lived particles in
pairs. The particles, which were dis-
covered in 1938, are now called mesons
or mesotrons.

The physicist L. Ringuet states that
there is evidence of the existence of
mesotrons having a mass 202 times that
of the electron.

Many miles above our heads, Cosmic
rays are smashing atoms of dust and
gas particles in the atmosphere, with
more power than any man-made high
voltage machine can wield. The V-2
rocket flights, at White Sands, New
Mexico, provide data to substantiate
this contention. One of these rockets
has reached an altitude of 114 miles.

The mesons, or mesotrons, are be-
lieved in some way to provide the force
to give the nuclei of atoms their tre-
mendous energy and unit-binding
power.

J. R. Oppenheimer states that when
mesotrons are created in the atmos-
phere the neutral ones disintegrate into
pairs of gamma rays, a powerful X
radiation that literally bombards the
lower atmosphere. Fie points out that
subsequent knowledge of mesotrons and
Cosmic rays may explain the funda-
mental character of matter and energy.

As more and more of these develop-
ments are co-related, their evidence
tends to substantiate Einstein’s rela-
tivistic conception of the universe,
which states that mass and energy are
not absolutely distinct categories, but
rather, similar entities, transmutable
one into the other. Thus, the destruc-
tion of the heart or nucleus of an atom
liberates millions of electron volts of
energy. Infinitesimal particles in the
released energy may lend themselves
to other atoms in the rebuilding of mat-
ter. This has to do with the conserva-
tion of energy and matter in conse-
quence of Einstein’s assertion that mass
and energy are equivalent (energy
equals mass times the square of the
speed of light).

Isaac Newton long ago propounded
the law of conservation of energy and
momentum. Now it is believed that if
nature functions according to this law
of Newton and Einstein that yet an-
other particle having to do with Cosmic
rays waits to be observed and recog-
nized. Such a particle will be as light
or lighter than the electron, but will
have no charge, being neither positive
nor negative. This particle which is
believed to exist is called the neutrino.



Sunspots

As we have noted, one scientist has
stated that Cosmic rays may originate
in the sun, and that bipolar sunspot
storms may be transmitting these enig-
matic rays of energy to the earth. The
same radiation to a lesser and greater
degree would reach the other planets in
the solar system.

Before closing this brief survey of
scientific knowledge of Cosmic rays, it
might be interesting to relate some of
the few known effects of sunspots, par-
ticularly in view of the fact that there
is a possibility that the sunspots may
have something to do with the birth of
the rays.

It is known that sunspots do emit a
powerful energy as they pass across the
face of the sun. The earth feels the
effects of this radiation and the weather
is influenced.

Nearly everyone has read about the
interruption of radio communication by
sunspots, and during 1946 this annoy-
ance was recorded at least twice. The
frequency of this disturbance appears
to be increasing thus far in 1947. Physi-
cists and meterologists are not in agree-
ment as to what the disturbing factor
is when the weather and radio are af-
fected. (We might venture to suggest
that exceptional sunspot activity is the
cause of a greater shower of Cosmic
rays reaching the earth’s upper atmos-
phere, and thus normal conditions be-
come temporarily unbalanced.)

The Aurora Borealis over northern
latitudes and the Aurora Australis over
southern latitudes are caused by the
Charged particles from the sun passing
through gaseous elements in the upper
reaches of the earth’s atmosphere and
magnetic field. The gas becomes lumi-
nous and presents an awe-inspiring
spectacle seen by many people every
year. The frequency of the “Northern
Lights” is attributed to unusual sun-
spot activity in the area around the
poles where Cosmic rays seem to be
concentrated.

For many years all standard school-
books have pointed out the existence
of a magnetic north and south pole for
the earth. Scientists now advise that
these poles do not exist and that the
deflection of the compass needle is due
to Cosmic rays. Earlier in this article

it was stated that the descending rays
seem to be drawn to the two poles of
the earth. This would indicate an area
of Cosmic ray concentration and an ap-
parent attraction for the compass.

Felled trees in our forests reveal a
curious thing in their ring structure.
While each concentric ring represents
a year of growth, careful examination
will show that every eleventh or twelfth
ring will be heavier or thicker than the
others. This exceptional periodic tree
ring shows that the tree enjoyed heav-
ier growth during that particular year.

Strangely enough, the greatest erup-
tions of sunspots occur every eleven
and one-half years. This extra activity
of these cycles seems to have a stimu-
lating influence on trees and other plant
life. Perhaps, humanity, too, is af-
fected. Of this effect many may not
yet be aware; however, Dr. Lakhovsky,
a leading Russian doctor, thinks the
rays do cause disease. He has his pa-
tients wear a special apparatus to neu-
tralize possible ill effects.

Sunspots are, of course, eternally
coming and going on the sun and are
continuously sending their energy to
us. Toward the peak of the sunspot
cycle of eleven and one-half years, the
intensity and frequency of excessive
activity increases. Astrophysicists ad-
vise that the peak of the present cycle
will be reached in February, 1948.

Reports from the Harvard Solar Ob-
servatory, located high on a mountain
in Colorado and supervised by D. Men-
zel, advise that eruptions on the sun
resemble those of an atomic bomb,
complete with mushroom cap, but in-
finitely larger. Menzel states that the
sun is the direct and indirect source of
all power, heat, and light.

After contemplating all of the fore-
going, concerning Cosmic rays, does
one wonder as to why these dynamic,
mysterious, unseen visitors from the
heavens are looked upon with great
respect? Rosicrucians will recognize
many of the points that have been re-
lated, for they have long been tenets
in the teachings of the Rosicracian
Order. It is the wisdom of the ages
being vindicated by scientists of the
present. What will the developments
of the future reveal? Only the future
can tell, for the quest for the unknown
is eternal.



The “Cathedral of the Soul” is a Cosmic meeting place for all minds of the
most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the
Rosicrucian fraternity. It is a focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought
waves from which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner
awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many thousands
of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with
the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefits of the vibrations. Those who
are not members of the organization may share in the unusual benefits as well
as those who are members. The book called “Liber 777" describes the periods
for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who
are not members if they address their requests for this book to Friar S. P. C,,
care of AMORC Temple, San Jose, California, enclosing three cents in postage
stamps. (Please state whether member or not— this is important.)

THE FINE ART OF LIVING

t is only in comparatively ever is to be done.

The working man

recent times that the fine
arts have acquired such
distinction. When life re-
volved about the family
more than it does today,
the fine arts were not as
distinctly separate from
other activities of life as
they now are. Today we ordinarily
classify music, painting, sculpture,
literature, writing, and similar subjects,
as the fine arts.

While the terms are not too definitely
defined or limited, we ordinarily dis-
tinguish between the so-called practical
arts and the fine arts. Yet we are aware
that the division is arbitrary. Any hu-
man activity can be a fine art. Perfec-
tion and skill can be attained in what-

who takes pride in his work and tries to
do it efficiently and well is performing
a fine art.

Regardless of what may be our daily
duties, it is the attitude of the indi-
vidual, in performing the acts neces-
sary for what he wishes to accomplish,
more than the act itself that determines
if his work is an art. Of course, the
individual who works with the idea
uppermost in mind of merely trying to
get through with that work in the fast-
est and easiest manner, without con-
sideration for the results attained, has
no concept of technique, and certainly
his accomplishments would not be con-
sidered as artistic. On the other hand,
fortunately there are people who take
pride in what they do, and in so doing
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they develop their work into the cate-
gory of an art.

Whatever may be one’s work, it is
all a part of living. The most impor-
tant thing we do is not the individual
parts of the duties we find necessary to
perform, but rather the over-all pic-
ture of life itself. A life well lived is
in itself a phase of fine art. The person
who takes a constructive attitude to-
ward what there is to do—who tries to
perform all things to the best of his
ability, and underlines his concept of
life with the ethical, moral, and spirit-
ual values with which man is endowed,
is finding that the most important thing
in existence is life itself. Truly the fine
art of living can be developed by any-
one who wishes to live his life to the
fullest of the potentialities within him.
Such an individual will find that mat-
ters of routine and those necessary acts
which might be discouraging or tire-
some become less so, because they are
no longer important units in them-
selves. If one is more interested in the
fine art of living than in the necessity
of making a living, life as a whole takes
on meaning that it previously did not
have. When we see life not as a series
of individual monotonous units broken
up by periods of enjoyment and pleas-
ure, we see a whole pattern being
woven in our day-to-day activities, and
it is the goal, the over-all picture that
is worth consideration.

In this complete picture of life we
can see the routine, and even monoto-
nous, activities, as necessary steps to-
ward the accomplishment of what life
holds for us. Probably the cause or
failure of many people to find life as
a whole worth while is a failure on
their part to have a set of values worth
attaining. To see a whole pattern
rather than merely parts, one must
have a goal. Possibly many people do
not know what to make the goal of life,
but surely if there is no greater aim
possible than the attainment of hap-
piness, that alone would be a goal worth
having.

Some may ask—how can happiness
be a goal in life when life itself con-
sists of monotony, discouragement, and
even failure? The opposite phase of
this question needs also to be asked—

will a life have nothing greater than
discouragement and monotony if a goal
is formulated? A task is not as diffi-
cult if its purposes are defined. Rosi-
crucianism as a philosophy of life aids
the individual in attaining a goal. Its
teachings aim to formulate in the mind
of the receptive individual a goal which
makes life a worth-while accomplish-
ment, and which conceals the parts or
individual moments in the whole pat-
tern, to become evident as time goes on
and as the purpose is revealed.

Man needs inspiration and encour-
agement if he is to hold a worth-while
goal. He seeks inspiration and guidance
because he is aware of his own weak-
ness and temptations to let go of the
goal that may be attained. For that
reason man has always turned to in-
stitutions and to the Supreme Being for
aid in steadying his faith and confi-
dence in the goal to be attained. There
are many channels of this nature.
There is solace in religion and philoso-
phy, but it cannot be a mere occasional
source of inspiration. Man must be able
to turn at any time to a faith and confi-
dence-giving source. The Cathedral of
the Soul is such a source. Understand-
ing and confidence in its work can be-
come habitual. It is a never ceasing
place of refuge, consolation, encourage-
ment, and inspiration to those who
learn of its possibilities and who utilize
its help. No man or woman today need
be afraid or need fear a sign of weak-
ness in having a source of guidance and
inspiration. Therefore, all men and
women, regardless of where they may
be or what their ambitions or goals
have been or may be in the future, can
find the program of the Cathedral of
the Soul of use and value if they avail
themselves of it.

If you feel your life is becoming rou-
tine, that it contains more dull moments
than happy ones, if the future or pur-
pose is vague and indistinct, then the
help and activity of the Cathedral of
the Soul is what your life needs to
clarify its purpose and make living a
fine art. There is no obligation for any-
one anywhere to avail himself of this
service, as it is outlined in the booklet
titled Liber 777, which will be sent to
you upon request.



Fundamental Doctrines of Mysticism

By Ralph M. Lewis, F.R.C.

LESSON TWO

dvanced theism has a
doctrine which is today
recognized in all of our
prominent living reli-
gions. This doctrine is
that the universe owes
its original and its con-
tinued existence to a
self-existing being. The
universe exists because of the will and
the reason of this being; further, this
being is infinitely wise, infinitely pow-
erful, and infinitely good. He is often
thought to be the Creator, the Father,
the Judge, or the Preserver of all things,
including humanity.

Polytheism is but a branch of theism.
It is the conception that there are a
number of gods, each competing with
each other, each equal in power or
function, or in his jurisdiction, over the
henomena of the universe. There may
e attributed to each of the various gods
in polytheism some manifestation of
nature: one accounting for the seasons,
another for the fertility of the soil, an-
other for astronomical phenomena—the
sun, the moon, the stars, and so forth.
Sometimes these numerous gods of poly-
theism are placed according to a gradu-
ated scale of importance. When they
are so grouped together as a family,
that is known as a pantheon. Such a
conception leads to henotheism. In
henotheism, the gods are arranged ac-
cording to their rank, and according
to what man conceives of as the impor-
tance of their function. The one whose
duties, or functions, are considered to

be the most important supersedes all the
others, and thus they scale downward
to those having the minority of func-
tion. This henotheism exists, for ex-
ample, in the religion of the Incas.
Ynti, the sun-god, was not the sole god,
but he was the supreme one because of
the phenomena which he directed.
However, he had numerous dread min-
isters of lesser function, such as the
gods of lightning, thunder, and storm.

Monotheism is still another branch of
theism. It is the attributing to one
deity that efficacy or power which ac-
counts for all manifestations in nature,
the belief in a single or sole god.

Man finds, however, in his own na-
ture, certain exalted states; that is, he
frequently has lofty ecstatic experi-
ences, which he is inclined to term
good, since he believes that they flow
from the nature of God. Man con-
ceives of himself as a creature of God.
The purposes of God, in advanced the-
ism, are constructive and good. If man
can conceive such experiences as have
a quality of goodness like unto the na-
ture of God, then it is believed that God
must have a nature not unlike man, or
man not unlike the nature of God, and
that man is in the image of God. This
kind of reasoning brought forth the
anthropomorphic conception of God—
that God is or has a form like that of
man.

The great problem of theism, which
is to a great extent the problem of many
organized religions today, is technically
known as causality. Simply put, it is
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this: If God is the cause of all, if every
manifestation, all that which can be
perceived, is the direct result of God
as a cause, then what relationship have
these various effects—the world, na-
ture, and man—to God? Why was it
necessary for God, as a cause, to create
substances which are less divine than
his own nature. In theism and in most
religions of today, it is held that mat-
ter and body, for example, are not
divine substances. If they are not, what
then binds their lesser nature to the
exalted, more divine nature of God?
Has the divine no power to prevent
less perfect substances from being
formed from its own nature?

3letaphysics anti First Causes

Here the search for God enters meta-
physics, for metaphysics has sought to
answer and explain the question and
problem of causality with which reli-
gion has struggled in the past, and still
struggles today. Metaphysics is a study
of first causes—the nature of God, the
nature of substance, the nature of per-
fection. These are generalities from
which all of the particulars, the indi-
vidual things of our world and of the
universe at large, are said to spring.
From them come such effects, such dis-
coveries and emanations as body, mind,
matter, and soul. Metaphysics, we
might say, asks questions and then
seeks to answer them. Its primary
questions are: Are there a variety of
substances? If there is only one sub-
stance in the universe, why, then, the
distinctions which man perceives, or
which he imagines, such as body and
soul, mind and matter? Perhaps a
brief examination into the ideas of just
a few prominent metaphysicians will
give us an idea of their attempt to
answer their own question.

In the metaphysics of Plato, he sets
forth that there are two worlds; one
being the world of innate ideas, the
ideas which are bom in man. These
are termed universals by Plato, because
all men, regardless of rank, station,
birth, or religious background, are pos-
sesse™ °f them. Such universal ideas
are, for example, the ideas of truth and
tjie j(jeas Of justice, which all men have
to some extent. These universals are
of the soul, and these ideas, then, are

the only true realities, the only real
substance.

However, Plato likewise expounds a
world of sensation. There is the world
of matter, the world of the particular
things, but this world of sensation
which we know of objectively, accord-
ing to him, is a false and illusionary
one. The soul of man, with its uni-
versal ideas, the true reality, accord-
ing to Plato, is a prisoner within the
body. It is continually nailed to the
body and its sensations. Consequently,
man at all times should seek a philo-
sophical death, the separation between
the body and the soul. This does not
mean that physical transition which we
ordinarily recognize as death, but,
rather, that man should liberate his
mind from the sensations of the body
and from worldly things, and devote
himself to the world of the soul. Though
Plato establishes two worlds—the world
of ideas and the world of sensation—
he so discredits the latter as to lead us
to believe that there is only the former,
namely, the world of the soul.

It was Aristotle who first coined, or,
shall we say, invented the term meta-
physics, literally, to mean that which
is over and beyond the physical. Aris-
totle attempted to unify, to bring into
one, the two worlds of Plato—that is,
the world of the ideas and the world
of the senses—to establish but one sub-
stance in the universe. Each thing, ac-
cording to Aristotle, no matter what its
nature—a tree, a stone, a flower, or a
star—has its entelechy. This entelechy
is an indwelling ideal which each thing
strives to attain. Consequently, every-
thing is continuously seeking to evolve
toward its objective, toward the ideal
with which it is possessed.

Each lesser thing stands as matter
to that higher in the scale above it
which is its form. Thus, Aristotle ex-
plains that the ideal, or the soul of a
plant, is its function of nutrition and
growth. In an animal, however, which
is a more evolved living thing, this
function of nutrition, or the soul of a
plant, becomes merely a property of
the body of the animal. The highest
function in an animal is that of sensa-
tion, the ability to have awareness of
things outside itself.



All of these lesser souls or functions
are merely of the body of man. They
constitute the matter of which man
consists physically. The soul function
of man is the mind of man; that is, his
highest property. Behind all and the
cause of all, is what Aristotle calls the
unmoved movent, or mind. Mind ex-
pands itself, and as it expands it evolves
through all of the forms. Each thing
strives toward its ideal, then by a
graduated scale of realities it enters
the next higher stage, until finally the
mind of man is reached. The mind of
man evolves still further. It returns
to the umnoved movent, to the great
mind, the great cause, from which all
things began. So we have a progressive
development in the nature of a circle,
starting forth and returning to itself—
a graduated, single substance.

Principle of Causality

According to Descartes, French phi-
losopher of the early seventeenth cen-
tury, there is but one substance in the
universe, and that substance is God.
An admirable step forward! However,
subsequently, in his writings, he so
separates mind from body that it be-
comes extremely difficult to explain the
relationship of them. He makes them
attributes of God, but the more he
dwells upon these attributes, the far-
ther they become from the nature of
God, and instead of a single substance,
we begin to have a triad. He has so
separated mind and body that he finds
it difficult to explain how two sub-
stances so entirely unlike in nature—
one so gross, the body; the other so fine,
the mind—can act upon each other.
Consequently, according to Descartes,
when the mind requires the body to
move, it is unable of its own nature to
cause the organism, the muscles, to
move as the mind would wish, because
of this difference in substance. And so
it is necessary for God to intervene

upon occasion; that is, when the mind
desires the body to move, God inter-
venes. Through the pineal gland in the
body, a point of contact, the power of
God enters and causes the body to serve
the purpose of the mind.

It is interesting, as well, to consider
Descartes’ attempt to prove the exist-
ence of God. This he does by his doc-
trine of causality. He contends that
every effect must have an equivalent
cause, and that an effect cannot exist
without a cause. Since man conceives
of God, and since it would be impos-
sible, according to Descartes, for the
finite mind of man to devise such an
idea within its own nature, this idea of
God, then, is in effect the result of a
cause outside of man, and this proves
that God is an external force or being
which imbues the consciousness of man
with a realization of Him. Such rea-
soning, however, could logically be re-
futed.

To Spinoza, there is but one sub-
stance, that which exists within itself,
and which does not need to be realized
by means of anything else. This one
substance, to him, is God. This sub-
stance, or God, has an infinite number
of attributes, however, and each attri-
bute in itself is infinite in its nature.
Of all of these attributes, only two are
discernible by man—thought and ex-
tension, or thought and matter. How-
ever, the sum or the total of all the at-
tributes of this substance would not be
the full nature of God, for God has no
sum. He is, as a substance, infinite.
Thought and extension are parallel
manifestations of God. For every
thought, there is a form of matter; for
each form of matter, there is a thought.
Consequently, they do not have to act
upon each other. They rather parallel
each other.

(To be continued.)

ROSICRUCIAN MANUAL NOW AVAILABLE

The new edition of the Rosicrucian Manual, which has been out of stock, has just
been delivered. This book is a most practical and helpful aid to the Rosicrucian student,
and we are pleased to be able to offer it at the price of $2.50, postpaid, for immediate

shipment.

Order from the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California.
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God a Companion in Daily Affairs
ByDr. H. Spencer Lewis, F.R.C.
(From The Mystical Triangle, September, 1925)

Since thousands of readers of the Rosicrucian Digest have not read many of the
earlier articles of our late Imperator, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, we adopted the editorial
policy of publishing each month one of his outstanding articles, so that his thoughts
would continue to reside within the pages of this publication.

ave you ever thought how
many men and women
secretly and quietly wor-
ship God and take God
into consideration in

their daily affairs?
Many are accustomed
to think of God as an es-
sential part of some reli-
gion, a fundamental in some creed or
dogma. But for every person who seeks
God in a definite religion or in some
church service, there are hundreds who
seek God when alone, unassociated with
any creed or any form of churchanity.

An understanding of God, a keener
appreciation of God’s place in our lives
and our place in the consciousness of
God, is growing, increasing, daily. We
may look with alarm at the changes in
orthodoxy and the variations in church
creeds. We may feel uneasy about the
increase of denominations and the
changes from one to another. We may
even criticize the broadness of view-
point that science is injecting into the
interpretation of sacred literature. But,
one who intimately contacts the private
life and personal ideals of the average
man and woman finds that there is an
increasing respect for the sacred things
of life and a more profound and com-
prehensible love of God.

Men and women in every walk of
life have taken God down from the high
and impossible throne in the skies and
put Him into their hearts. They have
rejected the childhood ideas of a physi-
cal or ethereal being, existing in some
distant space surrounded by a Kingdom
of Angels, and put a wonderful, in-
describable being in their own souls.
They have gotten so close to God, so
acquainted with God, that He is no
longer the unknowable, merciless, se-
vere, distant, austere sovereign, but a
real friendly, cheerful, knowable, lika-
ble companion.

This implies no lack of real rever-
ence. It means no lessening of respect
or true worship. It means, only, the
development of God to that place in our
lives as God would have it, as the
Master Jesus taught His disciples.

The time was when big men of busi-
ness and men of big business felt that
it would be indicative of weakness or of
childlike emotion to speak of God as
being a part of their daily affairs or as
being a daily consideration. Not so many
years ago things Divine were left for
Sunday discussion and discourse, and
God as a subject of thought and rever-
ence was left for time and occasion. But,
it is not so today; and the trend of hu-
man thinking indicates that men and
women are getting closer to God and



more truly acquainted with God and
God’s laws than ever in the past. | say
this despite the cries of those who say
that the church as an institution needs
greater support, and in the face of in-
creasing religious restlessness.

A few weeks ago | was invited with
my wife to visit the home of a Brother
and spend the evening in what we
thought would be purely social pas-
times. During the evening other friends
dropped in. The conversation was on
all popular subjects for an hour or more
until the large library was well filled
with friends and some who were un-
known to each other. Only three in the
room knew of my connection with any
metaphysical or mystical organization,
and the topics of conversation very
slowly approached the line of higher
thought.

Among those present were lawyers,
insurance men, students, physicians,
scientists, businessmen, their wives,
sons, and daughters. Suddenly someone
spoke of the Evolution trial being con-
ducted in Tennessee, and that led to a
discussion of the creation of man.

Naturally we discussed our various
viewpoints of the laws of Nature and
of God’s powers. Then, without warn-
ing and without expecting such a turn
of events, one of the young lawyers
suggested that each one of us present
take turns in stating our personal opin-
ion of God and what God meant to us.

It was after ten o’clock. A quietness
filled the room at once, and as if we
were at a trial or a hearing before some
sacred council each one of the many
present, frankly, reverently, carefully,
and beautifully told what God meant
to them.

I do not know when | have ever at-
tended so illuminating a session. There
were Jews and Gentiles present, and
those of various religious denomina-
tions. The hours passed. God became
more and more revealed. God was in
our midst: He was speaking to us
through the souls, hearts, minds, and
brains of young and old, through every
creed, every manifestation.

Some told, frankly, of how they made
God a partner in their daily affairs.
Others told of how God was a partner
in business affairs. One man freely
admitted that, though he was not a

devout attendant at any church, he
knew that when he asked God to help
him and made a promise to God to
assist and co-operate, that his prayer
was always answered; and that when
he forgot his agreement later, or modi-
fied it, God reminded him in various
ways. God was his partner in many
ways, a guide and advisor. Others told
how Goa was inwardly discernible to
them; how He made His presence
known. Others spoke of God as being
the most dependable rock in their lives
upon which to build and depend for
daily support.

Midnight came as the hours passed.
Gathered together in another large
room for a midnight banquet, intended
to be a surprise and an occasion for
gaiety and mirth, the subject continued,
the lights were lowered and stories
were told of the experiences in life each
had passed through which had made
God closer and dearer to them.

Think of such an evening in these
days when it is believed by some that
you cannot drive men and women to
give passing thought to anything
sacred!

God has brought it about that man
shall evolve to a better understanding
of Him. We may conceive of God as
a Divine Essence, a Divine Mind, a
Universal Spirit, a Great Architect, the
Cosmic Consciousness, or in any term
we please, but more and more God is
becoming real to us.

Man can have no more dependable
friend and companion in his hours of
joy or sorrow than God. To each of us
God is, or soon shall be, an essential of
daily thought and living. We may ig-
nore the fact, we may be unconscious
or unmindful of it, but the fact is
eternal.

It is only by purposefully, realiz-
ingly, making God our companion, that
we bring ourselves outwardly in at-
tunement with all the constructive,
creative forces of the world as we are
inwardly attuned.

To talk with God, intimately, confi-
dentially, frankly, in the privacy of
our homes or office, in the open coun-
try, in the middle of day as well as the
close of day, is a privilege and an ever-
sustaining blessing. To take God into
consideration in all our plans, all our
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desires, all our ambitions, is to give
thought to the most potent factor in our
whole existence, a factor that cannot be
denied and overlooked without serious
effects before the close of life. To smile
with God, weep with God, play and
work, rest and meditate with God, is to
have the most sympathetic and appre-
ciative companion in the world.

The man or woman who makes God
a companion in this way, is sure to
live right, succeed and avoid the pitfalls
and sins of life. With God as our close
companion, we cannot do that which
would be displeasing, for, would we
hurt the heart and soul of a companion
who is dear to us? We will not stoop
to the unfair, the unjust, the unkind,
for we could not look into the face of
our Companion and smile with Ilim
thereafter. We will not fail, we cannot
meet defeat, if God is our companion,
whose word we accept, whose advice we
follow, whose co-operation we merit,
for God speaks with absolute knowl-
edge, acts with supreme wisdom, di-
rects with complete control and bestows
blessings and powers on those who
share their trust with Him.

“Thou shalt have no other Gods be-
fore me!” refers not only to idols or
creeds or dogmas; it refers equally as
well to earthly egos. Man has been
prone to believe that his mind, his rea-
soning, his clever deduction and his
learning are things to pit against the
odds in life. He yields judgment to no
man except under pressure or uncon-
querable conditions. He shares his trust
with no being, not even God, in the
fullest expression, and for this one rea-
son alone he does not make God the
real companion that He may be. This
is true today in a lesser degree than it
used to be; it is becoming less each
day. My plea is to those who have not
given it the thought they should give.

Make God your companion today.
In meditation reveal God to yourself,
reveal yourself to Him as a companion.
Place your trust in Him, make Him a
partner in your affairs and yield to
Him an equal place, at least, in all
your doings, all your pleasures, all your
sorrows, all your hopes, and aspirations.
It will change your course of life, it
will bring inspiration, guidance, friend-
ship, success, and Peace Profound.

V V V

Utopia ... Fortune... Knowledge

Bypraul O.pPienckner

hree words of momentous
import . . . used lightly,
even by those among us
who are the best in-
formed. They proclaim
in vain and empty is
their tone—they neither
help nor comfort—so
long as man seeks to cap-
ture only the shadows of the fruits of
living.

As long as man merely waits for the
Golden Era, where Goodness and Truth
shall be victorious, he is waiting in vain,
for Goodness and Truth are ever at war
against Evil, the unconquerable foe,
who, unless one can smother him in
God’s free air, ever gains new power
out of the earth.

As long as man trusts that the favors
of Fortune will unite with the noble,

his trust is misplaced, for fortune with
amorous look ever follows the evil. The
Good never inherits the earth ... he
is a stranger here, who ever journeys
onward to an imperishable home.

As long as man thinks to find the
truth by means of objective knowledge,
his very knowledge will lead him
astray. No mortal hand shall ever raise
the veil of Truth. We can only conjec-
ture and suppose.

Therefore, Noble Seeker, rid yourself
of folly. Hold fast to your divine heri-
tage. Why fetter the spirit with empty
words, when if left free, he will weather
all of life’'s storms? That which ears
have never heard, nor eyes have ever
seen, that is the Good and the True. It
waits not in the far away, and only the
fool seeks it there. It is within you;
you are its bearer and bringer-forth.



BLACK BROTHERHOODS

(Continued from Page 207)
within his own mind. Each misfortune
thereafter seems to confirm his belief
and, consequently, his condition grows
rapidly more lamentable until he is
;inally the complete victim of his own
ear.

It is quite true that the black magi-
cian has frequently used rites and cere-
monies which are reminiscent of the
venerable esoteric orders. However, the
manner in which they are used is
merely an imitation in gesture and
outer form. The actual mystical or eso-
teric laws are not used. The sorcerer
may know this and do it merely to im-
press his audience as would a stage
magician, or he may be so ignorant as
to believe that the same rites can be
used malevolently for the purpose of
conjuring spirits. The mediaeval sor-
cerer sat in the center of a circle in-
scribed on the ground. In this so-called
magic circle, he placed beside him his
paraphernalia, his magic wand, magic
knot, and so forth. Then, we are told,
in the mediaeval accounts of this prac-
tice, that the black magician, if he
wished to call any evil spirit to the
circle, “he must first consider and know
his nature (the spirit’s nature) and to
which of the planets it agrees and what
offices are distributed unto him (the
spirit) from the planet.” Here we see
the attempt to include astrology in the
theurgical practices. It was conceived
that planets govern or influence certain
evil entities. The nature of the evil
which the entity could exert depended
upon the astrological relations it had
with a certain planet. The creating of
the circle has origin in inspired her-
metic teachings. In fact, its application
is comparable to a modern form of
psychological adjustment of the mind
to conditions. The whole esoteric prin-
ciple of the circle parallels similar ideas
used by modem psychologists. The
mediaeval sorcerer perverted this rite to
serve his purpose. He was ineffectual
except to the extent that he was able to
induce fear by suggestion in the mind
of a superstitious person.

The mystery schools of antiquity and
of the early centuries, A.D., sought to
combat the growing menace of fear of
black magic and black brotherhoods.

The propaganda which they employed
was to the effect that the mystery
schools could impart the correct for-
mula to thwart incantations. They ex-
pounded that the initiate, through their
instructions, would “ not be over-
whelmed by irrevocable Fate.” Deliver-
ance from his fears of malefic demons
was found in becoming a devotee of
that which is more constructive and
otent. Even the planets, which men
elieved exercised such a momentous
influence over their destiny, would lose
much of their terror when “the soul of
the initiate was directed to heights
which would surmount planetary in-
fluence.”

What is White Magic?

White magicians are those who exer-
cise natural and Cosmic laws for what
the color white symbolizes; namely, il-
lumination, understanding, purity, and
spirituality. A white magician is any-
one who seeks to invoke natural forces
and powers for constructive ends. A
modern-day scientist, working with this
end in view, would, in the vernacular
of the Middle Ages, be a white magi-
cian. In his laboratory, by the use of
his formulas and paraphernalia, he is
invoking in a physical way the agencies
of nature to do his bidding. Many of
the great occultists and alchemists were,
consequently, popularly known as white
magicians. One of the former in the
nineteenth century was Eliphas Levi—
this is a pseudonym. lie defined magic
as “the traditional science of the secrets
of nature which has been transmitted to
us from the magi”; in other words,
those secrets of nature discovered and
carefully preserved from the profane
and transmitted by the sages and hiero-
phants of antiquity. Such wisdom, of
course, could and did include early
knowledge of such basic sciences and
arts as mathematics, astronomy, and
physiology, as well as an analysis of
the moral nature of man and a phi-
losophy of ethics.

To attain the power of the magi,
Eliphas Levi asserted that there are
four indispensable conditions which
must be met: “an intelligence illumi-
nated by study; an intrepidity which
nothing can check; a will which cannot
be broken; and a prudence which noth-
ing can corrupt.” Levi also held that
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the four words of the successful white
magician or magus are: “to know, to
dare, to will; and to keep silence.”

Eliphas Levi, being continually mis-
understood by the superstitious of his
time, was continually forced to inveigh
against black magic. His definition of
the difference between black and white
magic is worthy of quoting: “The magi-
cian avails himself of a force he knows,
the sorcerer seeks to misuse that which
he does not understand.” In distin-
guishing between the motives of the
two, Levi said, “The devil gives him-
self to the magician and the sorcerer
gives himself to the devil.” In pointing
out that black magic or sorcery is a
corruption of the art of applying natu-
ral laws, he tersely remarks, “The
sorcerer is in the same relation to the
magician that a superstitious person
bears to a truly religious man.” Eliphas
Levi emphasizes that the black magi-
cians, or those who believe in such prac-
tices, have the conception of an absolute
deity or power that is independent of
reason. lie means that only those who
deny their faculty of reason and who
refuse to think clearly and to observe
nature can hold fast to a belief in black
magic.

Modern psychology warns that sci-
ence has been too inclined, in the past,
to deride as superstitious belief many
things merely because they have
evolved out of custom. Science has
relegated to the category of magic much
which was worthy of rational consider-
ation, only to discover its mistake years
later. Praxis, as practical application or
following certain exercises, is opposed

to theory. Many times in their experi-
ences of life, men conclude that results
are the consequences of a cause. They
have not formulated any theories. They
have not logically developed any hy-
pothesis as to why such a cause pro-
duces the actual results. However, in
their practices, they have assumed the
cause and, in so doing, have produced
results which are consistent with the
assumption. No matter how fantastic
the assumption, if the praxis produces
results, it is worthy of an intelligent
inquiry by science. For centuries, men
tied fronds from the blossoms of the
male date palm into blossoms of the
female tree in the belief that a greater
number of dates would cluster if this
procedure were followed. The belief is
sound, and results followed. This was
accomplished centuries before science
could plausibly explain how it occurred
or would even consider the custom.

No man is superstitious, or a false
believer, who thinks that he may dis-
cover forces in nature which lie be-
yond casual observation and which may
be directed to produce phenomena to
serve him. He must, as well, believe
that these forces are of the whole fab-
ric of the universe and await no single
man, but rather an intelligent mind to
manifest them; and further, man must
understand that there is no evil in these
natural powers except in the manner
that he employs them. It is in this
light that posterity will weigh the de-
velopments of modern-day science and
consider whether or not they were the
black magic of our age.

THE ROSICRUCIAN PLANETARIUM

The Planetarium is devoted to the noblest aspiration of man’s mind, the understanding

of the universe.
the universe to his petty stature.

Here he may let his mind grope outward into limitless space, shrinking
The heavens are brought within the confines of the

walls of the Theater of the Sky. This isnot an attempt to imitate the firmament; rather,
it is a portrayal of the heavens in all their splendor and dignity—the inspiration of
which dispels the mystery and retains the sky’s starry majesty.

Enjoy an instructive hour in the Theater of the Sky;

Museum.

visit also the Astronomical

CURRENT MONTHLY TOPICS

July—*How did it all Begin?” (Cosmological origin. A fantasy presenting various ways
in which the world may have been created.)

August—“Comets and Meteors”
September—“Exploring the Universe”

(What are these strange visitors from outer space?)
(Plumbing the deeps of the night.

The mys-

teries of time and space suggest strange imaginings to one familiar with the secrets

of the universe.)

Afternoon and evening showings each Sunday.

(September 7 and 14 excepted.)



Temple Echoes
By Platonicus, F.R.C.

I'mj-—"Tlrom the inmost depths of
the Divine immensity

KijJl ( emanates Creative Power,
ELil I from the Center of Abso-
*elute Being. Like all

BBIIIIW enerSy» this supreme
force”is dual in essence,

_ Its negative polarity is
the primordial essence, the basic energy
underlying all material manifestations.
All matter may be reduced to this
fundamental energizing power in some
rate of vibration.

The positive radiation from the in-
most spiritual center is often described
in Rosicrucian mysticism as a trinity of
Life, Light, and Love. Although these
three qualities are inseparable, the need
of modern times is especially for the
indwelling power of Cosmic Love.

Cosmic Life vitalizes the universe. It
is the principle of movement, change,
flux, and becoming. Life is a mystery,
veiled completely from the materialist.
A vital force permeating all being com-
pels ceaseless change, growth, devolu-
tion, and evolution.

Cosmic Light symbolizes the infinite
wisdom of God. It is the All-Knowing-
ness, the inscrutable intelligence that
orders the heavenly bodies in their
courses, that shapes the crystal and the
snowflake. This marvelous Mind or-
dains the rhythms, beauties, and sym-
metry of nature, and suggests to all
creatures the purposiveness of existence.

Cosmic Love is the binding, unifying,
integrating principle of all Being. As
Mind leads the One into Many, embo-

rating the infinite particularities of
manifestation, so Love draws this mul-
tiplicity and separation back to One-
ness.

Enough can never be said of this
superior love. Its attraction leads one
straight to God, to the very fount of
mystical waters. We must permit this
Divine love to flow through us con-
sciously.  Spiritual development, the
ultimate goal of Rosicrucian studies,
means growth in love and wisdom.

Jesus pointed out the absurdity of
pretending to love God while hating
one’s neighbors, or harboring malice
and hatred for any creatures. He even
indicated that loving-kindness should
extend to our enemies, for hatred and
thoughts of revenge are absolutely in-
compatible with the mystical heart.

Love is the hallmark of the mystical
aspirant. Its absence or diminished
force in a personality ‘negativizes’ the
temperament and defeats the spiritual
technique. The presence of this won-
derful power conveys the privilege of
healing. It attracts friends, aides, and
associates magnetically for any worthy
cause or enterprise.

Without more love and universal
good will, we are lost politically and
economically. The world resounds to
the bitter ideological strife of capitalism
and communism, both dangerously in-
fused with selfishness, greed, and ma-
terialism. A socialism without love and
much unselfishness is not the answer
to this conflict, for it might soon de-
generate into tyranny on the weak-
nesses of unspiritual men.
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With love and wisdom, firmly enun-
ciated in co-operation and universal
recognition of the rights of man, more
inclusive social controls become feasible
and the future commonwealth of man-
kind in a genuine world society looms
into prophetic view.

Beginning now, without waiting for
an Armageddon, a millenium or a New
Jerusalem, we mystical students can
become channels for the practical ex-
pression of Cosmic Love. There are
infinite opportunities, and no day passes
without some chance to grow in kind-
ness and wisdom.

May the Cosmic Trinity of Life,
Light, and Love use each Rosicrucian
daily as an instrument of God, a hum-
ble worker for the Divine Kingdom
which is our hope and our destiny.

* * *

ON THE VALUE OF HUMOR: Life
presents to each one of us a curious
oscillation between joy and sorrow,
laughter and tears, comedy and tragedy.
Every mature, full life embraces these
qualities of experience, and our prob-
lem is to strike a happy balance be-
tween them.

No one can doubt the seriousness of
existence. This is especially evident to
the mystic, who searches the inmost
depths of the human heart for its feel-
ings and constantly probes with his
consciousness into the ultimates of be-
ing. The fact that you are reading this
magazine shows that you appreciate the
seriousness, earnestness, and reality of
life.

Because the symbolic cross of tribu-
lation, testing, and trial does lie athwart
the mystical quest, it is all the more
important that the wonderful solvents
and ameliorators of humor, joy, and
laughter should be present in abun-
dance for balance.

The well-balanced student is always
ready to smile at the lighter side of life.
Some of the sharpest and most amusing
wits | have known were men and
women who had suffered deeply, yet
responded with wonderful resilience
and the saving grace of humor.

Joy is every bit as real as sorrow;
the rose and the crown are as impor-
tant as the cross. The happiness and
wisdom we seek blend all the polarities

of human experience into one grand
symphony of harmony, service, and
love. During these happy summer
months let us exploit to the full all the
joyful, humorous possibilities of life,
that our balance may be strengthened
and that the knowledge and hope of joy
may sustain us when again we must
pass through the vale of shadows and
tears.

* * *

THE CYCLES OF LIFE: People are
always very interested in the subtle,
unseen forces which influence their
lives. Some years ago the beloved late
Imperator of AMORC, Dr. H. Spencer
Lewis, published an extraordinarily in-
formative book entitled Self-Mastery
and Fate with the Cycles of Life. This
excellent volume may be borrowed
from most public libraries, or purchased
from the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau,
San Jose, California. The ideas of the
following paragraphs have been drawn
almost entirely from Dr. Lewis’ work,
and the full details, of course, are
available in the original book itself.

In my personal experience two cycles
of life have particular bearing upon
practical problems. The first is the
yearly cycle of seven eq