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CANDLE SNUFFERS 
Snuffing candles mystically symbolizes the merg­
ing of their flames with the energy of light every­
where. Handsome imported brass. Length, 12 
inches. 

Only $1.85 
{13/9 sterling) 

MYSTIC TEMPLE LAMPS 

Special arrangements have been made 
in Cairo to have some of the mystic 
temple lamps of Egypt made available 
to members. Handmade by craftsmen 
of a centuries-old art. Handblown glass 
and solid brass. Total hanging-length, 
22 inches. 

Price includes postage. Each, only $7.50 
(£2/14/9 sterling) 

CaliCornia residents add 4% sales tax. 

Send orders and remittances to: 

From 
The Far 
Corners 
of the 
Earth ... 

EGYPTIAN SCARABS 
The World's First Jewelry 

Direct from Cairo, Egypt, we have re­
ceived an unusual collection of scarabs 
of different designs and inscribed with 
strange hieroglyphics. They are excel­
lent for mounting on rings, brooches, 
or bracelets. Each, only 95¢ 

(7/- sterling) 

INDIA INCENSE 

This incense is Alankar ... it means spiritual orna­
ments or the inner jewels of virtue such as charity, 
devotion, and love. 
Each package of 20 sticks will burn for hours. 
Sealed in a metal tube. 

If desired, a chrome-finished holder, 
as shown at right, can be had for 
but 50¢ additional 

20 sticks, only $ l. 75 
(12/9 sterling) 
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Do You Laugh 
Your 
Greatest 
Powers 
Away? 

THOSE STRANGE 
INNER URGES 

You have heard the phrase, "Laugh, 
clown, laugh." Well, that fits me perfectly. 
I'd fret, worry, and try to reason my way 
out of difficulties-all to no avail; then 
I'd have a hunch, a something within that 
would tell me to do a certain thing. I'd 
laugh it off with a shrug. I knew too 
much, I thought, to heed these impressions. 
Well, it's different now-I've learned to 
use this inner power, and I no longer make 
the mistakes I did, because I do the right 
thing at the right time. 

This Free Book 
Will Prove What 
Your Mind Can Do ! 

Here is how I got started right. I began 
to think there must be some inner intelli­
gence with which we were born. In fact, 
I often heard it said there was; but how 
could I use it, how could I make it work 
for me daily? That was my problem. I 
wanted to learn to direct this inner voice, 

master it if I could. Finally, I wrote to the 
Rosicrucians, a world-wide fraternity of 
progressive men and women, who offered 
to send me, without obligation, a free book 
entitled 'fhe Mastery of Life. 

That book opened a new world to me. 
I advise you to write today and ask for 
your copy. It will prove to you what 
your mind can demonstrate. Don't go 
through life laughing these mental powers 
of yours away. 

USE THIS GIFT COUPON ------, 

SCRIBE: S P. C. 8 
THE RosICRUCJANS (AMORC) 
SAN }OSE, CALIFORNIA 

Please send free copy of The Mastery of Life. 
which I shall read as directed. 

NAME •••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••····· 

ADDRESS .............................. . 

CITY............ •. ····················· STATE ..... . 

The ROSICRUCIANS (AMORC), San Jose, Calif. (Not a religious organization.) 
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The Rosicrucian Order, existing in all civilized 
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and women devoted to the investigation, study, 
and practical application of natural and spiritual 
laws. The purpose of the organization is to en­
able all to live in harmony with the creative, 
constructive cosmic forces for the attainment of 
health, happiness, and peace. The Order is in­
ternationally known as "AMORC" (an abbre­
viation), and the A.M.O.R.C. in America and 
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~ By THE IMPERATOR 

INFLUENCING DESTINY 

D ESTINY is a fabric of events woven 
on the loom of time. In every age 

there have been men who believed that 
the future was predestined. The course 
of life was conceived to be established 
for each man. There was thought to be 
a cosmic plan, or scheme, with each 
thing that exists having an integral 
place and function in it. 

Those who believed this way did not 
think of nature and life as a continuous 
chain of causes and effects. Rather, 
they thought that there had been but 
one cause, that cause having been a 
single divine purpose, all there is being 
the effects of that purpose. The effects, 
as things and events, were thought to 
have come into existence at one time, 
including the order in which they were 
to occur. In such a philosophy, the past, 
the present, and the future are fused 
into one great panorama. Man is thought 
to have no part in its making. He is 
allowed only to review his relationship 
to it as it passes before his consciousness. 

Millions have sought to know such a 
destiny. They have desired to pierce 
the veil of time. They have consulted 
oracles, seers, and prophets-as they still 
do. Yet this is paradoxical, for if, as 
such men believe, the future has been 
predestined, then it is not in their power 
to alter it. Still other millions have 
surrendered to their particular idea of 
predestiny. Let come what will has 
been their personal philosophy. Destiny, 
however, is a misconception when it is 
thought to be predetermined. 

Actually, destiny has no fixed form 
or quality. It is plastic. It is shaped 
by two great variables: the forces of 
nature and the human mind. The forces 
of nature have no intent within them­
selves. They are neither benevolent nor 
malevolent. Both their thunderous 
clashes and their rhythmic harmony 
arise out of their existence and function. 
Nature neither tries to placate man nor 
to harass him with her phenomena. 
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Nature, figuratively, is a sea of cur­
rents, tides, and waves. In this sea are 
deep chasms and mountainous crests 
alike. As a conscious being, man comes 
to realize himself as being in this sea 
of natural forces. His destiny is the 
course his life takes through this sea. 
His only guide is his power of self, 
which is his cosmic gift. He must at 
all times pit this power of self against 
the indifferent forces of nature in order 
to shape his destiny. 

So far as man is concerned, destiny 
is his conscious attraction and repulsion 
of nature's forces, depending on how 
they affect him. It is the assimilation 
into himself of what is in harmony with 
him and the rejection of that which is 
not. Physically and biologically, he has 
no difficulty in determining what is 
harmonious to him. Disease and injury 
bring pain; mental distress brings an­
guish. The gratification of the appetites, 
the fulfillment of bodily functions, on 
the other hand, bring pleasure. But it is 
in his concepts and objectives that man 
exercises his greatest influence upon 
nature. It is in these that destiny may 
assume a shape to his liking. The con­
cepts and objectives he has are of two 
general kinds. They are positive and 
negative insofar as their effect upon 
him is concerned. 

Positive Concepts 
Let us consider some of these positive 

concepts that influence man's destiny. 
The concept he has of his relationship 
to life is important. First, it is essential 
that he realize that the phenomenon of 
life does not exist for him alone. Man 
is but one of life's myriad creations. 
Everything has not been designed ex­
clusively for him, as the old theologies 
would have him believe. The fact that 
he is born does not mean that there is 
any obligation due him. God, the Cos­
mic, or whatever we conceive as the 
basic cause of all, has no debt to man. 



Most of us want to presume, from 
the philosophical or religious viewpoint, 
that the primary cause of all reality is 
mind, this universal or Cosmic Mind 
being a consciousness. We cannot 
separate mind from consciousness. This 
mind, or consciousness, call it God or 
the Cosmic, is likewise an energy. It 
pervades everything, for everything is 
of it. This Cosmic Mind is self-con­
scious. By this, we mean that it is aware 
of itself. Since all being or creation is 
of it, obviously, then, it is aware of 
everything that exists. 

Mystically, every atom is inspired 
with this self-consciousness to a degree. 
In inanimate matter, as the Stoics said 
long ago, this consciousness manifests 
as what we term the physical laws of 
nature. It constitutes what men define 
as order although this order is not as 
fixed and unchanging as has often been 
presumed. In living things, the self­
consciousness is more extensive. It is 
not simply an awareness of its own 
nature; it also is a gradual relating of 
the self to the other things of existence. 

In man, this self-consciousness grad­
ually takes the form of an increasing 
inquiry into the nature of the universe. 
This consciousness of man rebels against 
isolation. More and more, he wants to 
realize and know himself as part of the 
whole cosmos. This he can do only by 
understanding more about the cosmos. 
Man only becomes the true image of 
his God by expanding his individual 
consciousness. We have said that the 
essence of the universal consciousness, 
or God, is the complete realization that 
it has of its own nature. Consequently, 
the more that man tries to embrace an 
understanding of what he is and the 
universe about him, the more Godlike 
he becomes. 

This personal development of the 
human consciousness is left entirely to 
man. It is a human responsibility. It is 
an ideal that man has set for himself 
and must realize for himself. He is not 
privileged to have a unique kind of 
consciousness. The consciousness he has 
is in accordance with cosmic order. In 
other words, man has reached that stage 
of organic development where he has 
a great degree of self-consciousness. He 
knows because he has attained this 
status that there is yet more to know. 
Consequently, seeking to learn more 

and how to go about it is every mortal's 
mission on earth. It would likewise be 
the mission of every intelligent being 
th~t might exist elsewhere in the greater 
universe. 

The extension of the consciousness 
cannot be confined to merely explaining 
the physical universe. Man must, as 
well, probe rationally into what has 
been termed the psychic and spiritual 
world. In one respect, he can follow the 
example of modern science in this re­
gard. Science is not only concerned 
with the macrocosm, the expanding 
universe of galaxies, stars, and systems. 
It is also probing the microcosm, the 
universe that can be put on the head 
of a pin. Such is the invisible universe 
of the atom and its subparticles. Conse­
quently, no man is really properly 
influencing his destiny who neglects 
the expansion of his consciousness in­
wardly as well. 

Religion 
Another positive factor in influencing 

destiny is one's concept of religion. 
Religion can be the greatest source of 
inspiration for experiencing that other 
aspect of reality, the universe within. 
But it can also become the most de­
grading human influence because it can 
evoke all the lower emotions of man's 
animal nature. It can cause him to 
pervert his reason and his slowly 
evolved mental and psychic faculties. 
Where religion is the primary objective 
of an individual, it becomes possessive, 
especially if it is confined to dogma and 
tradition. Such an individual thinks 
that his ideals and his beliefs are the 
absolute and true nature of God. If 
others think differently, he may con­
sider such a sacrilege and an offense 
against his faith. 

There are certain psychic and psy­
chological characteristics by which the 
true religious spirit is recognized. First, 
there is a profound admiration for the 
majesty of nature. Next, there is a 
deepening sense of humility, which is 
not, however, a sense of insignificance. 
Man has pride in the fact that he can 
use and direct certain phenomena of 
nature, but he is likewise aware of his 
inability to comprehend all that he 
perceives. This is then followed by an 
awe of an overwhelming power. He 
assumes that behind all nature there is 
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a supreme transcendent directing force. 
He experiences an inner desire to attach 
the self to this power. It is a feeling of 
wanting to be recognized. It is a desire 
to have the assurance that he can com­
mune with this supreme power. Thus 
the religious spirit is, first, a combina­
tion of awe or fear, followed by the 
desire to be ensconced by the goodness 
of the conceived supreme power. 

This religious spirit has to be objec­
tified in various ways if its desires are 
to be satisfied. There is no single ob­
jective form of religion that will satisfy 
the religious or spiritual consciousness 
of all. The varying expanding con­
sciousness of men is symbolized by their 
different images, customs, and prac­
tices. It is part of the destiny of each 
to find his own god. He must realize 
that the religion which he chooses re­
flects only his personal conception. To 
attempt to enforce a universal religion 
is to interfere with the destiny of others. 

There are also negative concepts that 
have a tremendous influence upon 
man's destiny. There is one in particu­
lar that casts a great shadow over the 
lives of many people. It is the fear of 
the afterlife. It is instinctive to fear 
death. It is inherent for life to strive 
to be, to strive to continue. Death is the 
violent rupture of life and all those 
values that men have come to attribute 
to it. Millions do not fear death as 
much as they fear what they imagine 

6. 

follows it. The whole of existence after 
death they consider as one of retribu­
tion, punishment, or reward. This life, 
the one here and now, should be con­
sidered a glorious opportunity to mirror 
in our consciousness the grandeur of 
the universe. But to most, this life is 
only a fearful preparation for the next 
one. It is made fearful by the thought 
that they may not be able to expiate 
for their sins. Actually, some are so in 
the grip of this fear that they live more 
in the next life than in this one. 

We should realize that here is where 
the great judgment takes place. Here is 
where heaven and hell principally are 
experienced. We have been given the 
faculty of creating bliss or torment for 
ourselves. Every thought and act is a 
cause. The effects of such causes re­
dound tomorrow. That tomorrow may 
be this life or another existence here. 
How these effects are to be experienced 
is determined by the causes we estab­
lish. This life is to be lived properly. 
It is no less important than any other 
existence. We must not consider our 
destiny here as limited in the anticipa­
tion of a better one elsewhere. 

In conclusion, I should like to quote 
from the writing of Dr. H. Spencer 
Lewis: "The first requisite for happi­
ness in later years is a philosophy of life 
-an outlook comprehensive enough to 
include every aspect of life in all its 
fullness." 

" Jkinkin9 ot '4 o u . . . " 
The Sentiment No Other Gift Can Match! 

A Christmas card spreads cheer in many places with a minimum of effort. The Rosi­
crucian Supply Bureau offers an especially distinctive card for the occasion. I ts cover 
is a beautiful color reproduction of the painting, Cathedral of the Soul, by Nicomedes 
Gomez. Its message calls forth aspiration and hope. 

Box of 1Z cards, $3.00, or 24 cards only $4.80 (£1/2/- and £1/15/- sterling, respec­
tively). Rosicrucian Supply Bureau, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California 95114, 
U.S. A. (Please add 10¢ for postage and handling. California residents also add 4% 
for sales tax.) 
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GRAND COUNCILORS OF A. M. 0. R. C. 
1965- 1966 

Members elected to serve as councilors of the Grand Lodge may be contacted in 
their respective territories conceniing the welfare of the Order. Matters pertaining to 
the teachings, however, should be directed to the Grand Lodge in San Jose, California 
95114. 

At the 1965 Convention, the following persons were elected to the Grand Council of 
the Order for the term ending with the annual Convention of 1966: 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATES Joseph J. Weed 
535 Fifth A venue 
New York 17, New York 

EAST CENTRAL STATES Harry L. Gubbins 
2609 Woodmont Drive 
South Bend, Indiana 46614 

OHIO and WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA George E. Meeker 
153 7 Sussex Road 
Troy, Ohio 

WEST CENTRAL STATES 

SOUTHWESTERN STA TES 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

EASTERN CANADA and 
WESTERN NEW YORK 

WESTERN CANADA and 
NORTHWESTERN STATES 

NORTHERN MEXICO 

LATIN AMERICA (other than 
ARGENTINA, VENEZUELA, and 
CARIBBEAN AREA) 
CARIBBEAN AREA 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

ARGENTINA 

VENEZUELA 

INDIA (Bombay) 

AFRICA (below the Equator) 

ENGLAND (London Area) 

George Fenzke 
P. 0. Box 302 
Wauconda, Illinois 60084 

Camp Ezell 
P. 0. Box 366 
Beeville, Texas 
Mrs. Frances R. Holland 
P. 0. Box 269 
Escondido, Califoni.ia 

Harold P.-Stevens 
P. 0. Box 133 
Ancaster, Ontario, Canada 
J. Leslie Williams 
3ZBZ West 27th A venue 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
Jaime J. Garza 
Apartado 2017 
Monterrey, N. L., Mexico 
Carlos Nunez A. 
Apartado 26009 
Mexico 12, D.F., Mexico 
C. C. Abrahams 
c/o Commercial Service, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 1236 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
T. Calix Moncada 
Colonia Palmira 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
E.G. Starke 
Casilla Correo 2829 
Correo Central 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Sergio Sanfeliz Rea 
Av. 12, Qta. Mucalinda 
Altamira, Caracas, Venezuela 
D. D. Patell 
Rustom Baug, No. 3-3 
Victoria Garden Road, Byculla 
Bombay 27, India 
Roland Ehrmann 
Box 44, Snell Parade 
Durban, Natal, South Africa 
W. G.Bailey 
1Z Cleveland Court 
Kent Avenue, Ealing 
London, W. 13, England 
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E. JAY RITTER 

Water 

Is Common 
But full of surprises, too 

BECAUSE water is probably the most 
important single chemical in the 

world, people have always sought new 
ways to use and improve it-and to un­
derstand just what it is. The ancient 
Egyptians used crushed almonds to 
purify and sweeten muddy river water; 
and the Indians, so a 3,900-year-old 
tablet in Sanskrit informs us, recom­
mended dipping a piece of hot copper 
seven times in it to give water "a won­
drous and different new taste." Many 
cities add chlorine to water to kill bac­
teria and fluoride to reduce tooth decay. 

Aristotle in 335 B.C. attempted to 
explain the nature of water in his 
Theory of Matter. According to him, 
every substance was a combination of 
four basic elements-fire, earth, air, and 
water. This idea kept alchemists busy 
for centuries, trying to change common 
metals into gold by rearranging their 
"elements." They were not too success­
ful, however, since none of them was 
able to break a substance down to find 
out just how much fire, earth, air, and 
water was in it. Not until the 18th 
century did scientists decide that air, 
earth, and fire were not really elements 
at all-and, in 1781, a British chemist 
proved that water wasn't an element 
either. 

That year, Joseph Priestley exploded 
a mixture of air and hydrogen in a 
bottle as "a mere random experiment to 
entertain a few philosophical friends." 
He noted with interest that the explo­
sion caused moisture to condense inside 
the bottle. He kept repeating the experi­
ment until he was certain that the 
moisture was produced from the reac­
tion of air and hydrogen; thereby prov­
ing that water itself was composed of 
other chemicals and was not a basic 
element. 

In 1783, the French chemist, Antoine 
Lavoisier, elaborating on Priestley's ex-
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periment, discovered that the water 
formed was not the result of the hy­
drogen's combining with air but with 
the oxygen in air. Further experiments 
determined that a molecule of water 
contained two atoms of hydrogen and 
one of oxygen, a chemical combination 
which gave rise to the symbol H 20. 

The discovery that water was H 20 
"h dr "d " • d ' 0; Y oge1;1 OXl e, raise more ques-

tions than 1t answered, for chemists 
!earned tha! despite its apparent simplic­
ity, water 1s actually a most puzzling 
and _paradoxical substanc_e, seemingly 
defymg the rules of chermstry. Unlike 
other liquids, water requires a great 
deal of heat to raise its temperature 
even a few degrees, and, once it is 
warm, it loses its heat slowly. 

This ability to "store" heat enables 
water to modify the world's climate. 
Oceans do not warm up as fast as the 
coast lines they touch, nor do they cool 
off as fast; so coastal areas usually have 
milder winters and cooler summers 
than areas inland. Bismarck, North 
Dakota, for example, has average tem­
peratures of 8 degrees in January and 
70 in July; while Seattle, Washington, 
at the same latitude, has averages of 41 
and 66 degrees for the same two 
months. 

Liquid, Solid, Gas 
Water is the onl_y substance found 

abundantly in all three natural forms 
-liquid, solid, and gas; and in chang­
ing from one form to another, certain 
peculiarities become evident: One of 
its most paradoxical being that when 
it changes into a solid, it expands and 
so becomes relatively lighter for its 
volume. Other substances, with the ex­
ception of bismuth, contract or condense 
and so become relatively heavier. 

If water condensed when it froze, 
the world would have some serious 
problems. Because it would be denser 
and, therefore, heavier than liquid 
water, ice would form on the bottom of 
a lake and there, growing upward, 
would kill all marine life. Shielded 
from much of the sun's heat beneath 
the surface, it would melt very little in 
the spring; and, eventually, rivers, 
lakes, and seas in cooler parts of the 
world would become solid ice. 

The world would have even greater 
temperature problems if there were no 



water vapor in the air to absorb the 
sun's heat during the day and to retain 
it during the night. Daylight hours 
would be miserably hot, and nightfall 
would bring freezing temperatures. In 
southern states, where winter crops are 
grown, farmers dread a cold, dry, clear 
night for this same reason. Without 
clouds and moist air to act as insulation, 
the earth's heat quickly escapes, per­
mitting the temperature to drop unus­
ually low and sometimes ruining citrus 
fruit and tender plants with frost. 

Water's peculiar way of expanding 
when it freezes gives it another impor­
tant but little-known role in agriculture. 
Because it collects in the minute cracks 
of rocks, it gradually breaks them up in 
the process of alternately freezing and 
thawing and thereby assists in the 
lengthy weathering process that reduces 
rocks to soil. 

Water not only refuses to obey the 
usual rules of chemical behavior in 
freezing and melting, but it also some­
times defies even its own rules. For 
example, it can be cooled below its 
freezing point of 32 degrees Fahrenheit 
without freezing. If kept absolutely 
still, it freezes instantly. Similarly, it 
can be heated above its boiling point 
of 212 degrees Fahrenheit without turn­
ing to steam. Under laboratory condi­
tions, it has been heated to as much as 
380 degrees. When it finally does boil, 
however, it boils with explosive violence. 

Water's solvency gives it another un­
usual property. Most people consider 
water a good conductor of electricity, 
but, in fact, it is the reverse and a good 
insulator. When someone standing in 
water gets a shock, it is not the water 
that conducts the electricity but the 
impurities dissolved in it. Pure water 
does not carry current, but it is such a 
good solvent for other substances that 
any moist surface is usually a good 
conductor. 

Water's ability to dissolve most sub­
stances makes it a highly corrosive 
liquid; yet it not only is harmless to 
plants and animals but is highly essen­
tial to their lives. It assists in all body 
processes, lubricates the joints, and 1s 
the key to the cooling system that keeps 
the human machine at just the right 
working temperature. In fact, the hu­
man body is nearly 60 per cent water, 

and a person drinks about 20,000 gal­
lons of the liquid in an average lifetime. 

Oxygen and hydrogen, water's com­
ponent parts, are interesting in them­
selves. Oxygen is a colorless, odorless, 
tasteless gas and by far the most abun­
dant element. It can combine with 
practically every other element. Oxygen 
composes 21 per cent of the volume of 
the atmosphere, about 90 per cent of the 
weight of water, and about half of the 
weight of the rocks in the earth's outer 
crust. Because it supports both respira­
tion and combustion, it is the world's 
chief source of energy. 

Hydrogen 
Hydrogen, also a gas, is the lightest 

and simplest of all the elements. The 
ordinary hydrogen atom contains a 
single proton and electron, which puts 
it in first place on the atomic chart of 
elements. Because the gas is so light, 
it was once widely used in balloons; but 
because it was so inflammable and re­
sulted in some disastrous explosions, 
balloons today are filled with inert 
helium. 

Hydrogen, however, is not quite the 
simple element it was once thought to 
be, and because of this scientists have 
made another surprising discovery 
about water, whose chemical formula is 
not always H 20. In 1934, the Ameri­
can chemist, Harold Urey, discovered 
a second kind of water that contained 
deuterium, a special type of hydrogen. 
Instead of containing the usual one 
proton and one neutron, a deuterium 
atom also contains a neutron, which 
nearly doubles its atomic weight. 

Thus water made of deuterium and 
oxygen is called "heavy water" and is 
given the symbol D.O. Heavy water 
exists in ordinary water at a ratio of 
about 1 to 7000, or about one ounce in 
fifty gallons, and it has slightly higher 
freezing and boiling points. It has 
proved extremely valuable in atomic 
research as a moderator to slow down 
nuclear chain reactions by absorbing 
the free neutrons that keep a chain re­
action going. 

Surprisingly, seeds will not sprout in 
heavy water, and rats will die of thirst 
rather than drink it. According to a 
report in the Soviet newspaper Izvestia, 
the Russian biophysicist, Boris 
Rodymov, made "pigs grow fatter, cows 
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give more milk, and chickens lay more 
and bigger eggs" by watering them only 
with melted snow, which contains less 
D 2O than ordinary water. 

After scientists adjusted to the idea of 
two kinds of water, English and United 
States researchers discovered a third. 
This was "super-heavy" water, contain­
ing tritium, which is a hydrogen atom 
with two additional neutrons in its 
nucleus. Tritium oxide is extremely 
rare, only one part occurring in one 
million million million parts of ordi­
nary water. Tritium is radioactive and 
is important in the making of hydrogen 
weapons and in atomic research. 

The newest discoveries about water 
have been as curious as ever: Corn 
may show frost effects when the tern-

perature is as high as 40 degrees, eight 
degrees above water's usual freezing 
point. Natural gas pipelines can be­
come clogged with a slushy "snow" 
containing water, even though natural 
gas is practically insoluble in water. 
Stranger yet, such inert gases as argon 
and krypton, which do not react chemi­
cally, can sometimes combine with 
water to form what resembles a 
chemical compound. 

Thus, water seems to have an un­
limited amount of surprises for chem­
ists and other scientists working with it. 
Common and simple enough when 
Joseph Priestley amused his friends by 
exploding some hydrogen in a bottle a 
century ago, water has not ever been 
that way since. 

JENSEN EXHIBITS PAINTINGS 
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Throughout October, the paintings of Robert E. Jensen 
will he featured in the Rosicrucian Art Gallery. Native of 
Orinda, California, Mr. Jensen has been teaching art in 
an Oakland, California, high school for a number of years. 
He has also been popular as a lecturer-demonstrator of 
the subject. This is Mr. Jensen's first showing in the San 
Jose area. 



THE AVERAGE rural African is family 
conscious and reluctant to leave 

home, but the mining towns with their 
promise of wealth and adventure draw 
him like magnets. The poverty of some 
villages and the never very fertile earth, 
rendered nearly useless by primitive 
methods of crop growing, make boom­
ing towns like Mufulira especially 
attractive. 

Northern Rhodesia, now known as 
Zambia, is without the verdant green­
ery and flame- bright flowers of the 
African coast. Its barren landscape is 
relieved only by scrawny trees, their 
leaves gray with dust. Except for small 
areas, mostly around the Victoria 
Falls, the countryside looks as if nature 
intended to make a desert; then tired of 
the idea. It turns its dried-up face to 
the sun as if hoping to absorb and re­
flect some of the life-giving heat and 
energy. 

Nevertheless, it hides many gifts 
within itself, the greatest being copper. 
There is a lot of it, but the difficulty 
lies in getting it. Not only does it have 
to be mined, but also it has to be blasted 
out of the earth. The fuel used to feed 
the mine furnaces is wood; therefore, 
a countryside never beautiful has a 
strangely denuded appearance where 
greedy hands have felled thousands of 
trees. 

In a mining town such as Mufulira, 
strange tongues are heard, from obscure 
European dialects to any of the 70 
native languages. Most people get by 
on English, Afrikaans, and an ugly 
mixture called Kitchen Kafjir. 

Johnny Barsote came from a village 
a bout 200 miles from Mufulira. His 
father had died some three years be­
fore, and he had been left to look after 
his mother and younger brother. His 
mother's uncle was head of the family, 
and that was mainly the reason that 
Johnny was eager to leave home to try 
his luck as a miner. He and his uncle 
never saw eye to eye, for his uncle was 
a practical man-and Johnny was a 
dreamer: Johnny-in-the-Sky everyone 
called him. 

Once the scanty crop on the family's 
plot of land was in and growing, it was 
Johnny's job to keep the fences mended 
to protect it from the hordes of monkeys 
which devoured all the fruit, vegetables, 
and maize they could find. He also had 

MARIE SPINKS 

Johnny­
in-the-St~y 
to collect the firewood to cook the eve­
ning meal of vegetables, cassava root, 
and a little dried fish. 

But all this Johnny-in-the-Sky found 
himself unable to do. He told me about 
it whenever he came to my office in the 
Welfare Department, his face lit by a 
gay, thick-lipped smile, his walk a little 
labored because of his newly acquired 
taste for heavy shoes. Standing before 
me in his smart uniform., he was always 
ready for talk to improve his English. 
Often when I interrupted to ask what 
he wanted, he'd admit that he had for­
gotten, an:d then he would have to go 
back to ask whomever had sent him. 

Instead of getting on with his work 
at home, Johnny would sit throwing 
stones in the stream, away in a world 
of his own where he was a wealthy and 
successful miner, a car owner, and the 
husband of the prettiest girl in town. 
When he got around to gathering wood, 
the best had been taken and he had 
to walk far to find as much as was 
needed. 

Coming home in the brief, purple 
African dusk, he dragged his tired feet 
and shifted the heavy wood from one 
shoulder to another, his ragged shirt 
giving his sore flesh little protection. 
Once he sat down to rest, he was in the 
sky again. This time, he was a career 
man, dreaming of the day when as a 
skilled worker he would qualify for his 
blasting certificate. (Blasting copper is 
dangerous and no job for a boy whose 
head is always high in impossible 
clouds.) 

By the time he arrived home, he 
found his uncle and his whole family 
mending the fences he had been told to 
fix. Worse still, he had only one bun­
dle of wood. He had gathered two; but 
when he had rested, he had put one 
under his head for comfort, leaning 
back on its springy twigs. This bundle 
he had forgotten; so there was barely 
enough fuel for the fire that night. His 
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uncle beat him, his mother wept, and 
the next day the family met in council. 

Since Johnny had long wanted to go 
to Mufulira, it was decided to let him 
go. His mother pushed a few shillings 
into his hand and gave him the best 
blanket she could find. So Johnny had 
set off with his small bundle of food, 
his blanket, and the shillings tied in a 
little bag round his neck. A lorry de­
livering dried fish to the villages carried 
him most of the way; but he had to 
walk the last 40 miles. 

When he finally got to Mufulira, he 
was tired, his money spent, and the 
grapelike bloom of his skin filmed over 
with dust. I had seen many country 
boys arrive in town like this, carrying 
their most precious possessions, their 
blankets, in neat bundles on their heads. 

He was directed to the Employment 
Office to wait to be interviewed. Since 
mining carries a risk of the lung disease 
known as silicosis, all newcomers have 
to have medical examinations. 

More Dreams 

While he waited, Johnny-in-the-Sky 
began once more to dream-of the 
money he would take home, the won­
derful parties he would give, the sensa­
tion his clothes would cause among his 
friends. His dream was suddenly shat­
tered by the bad-tempered German 
doctor from South Africa, saying 
harshly, "Hi, you there. Get cracking, 
dopey, and take off your shirt." 

Being strong and healthy, Johnny 
was passed for underground work and 
sent to another office to get mining kit, 
helmet, lamp, and suitable clothes. The 
welfare department fixed him up with 
accommodation in the African com­
pound-a small concrete hut in the 
bachelor quarters with an adjacent 
cooking annex. Simply furnished with 
a camp bed, table, and chair, it was 
much better than anything Johnny had 
had at home. Food was issued daily 
and had to be collected before going to 
work. It was a generous ration, for it 
was in the company's interest to keep 
all miners in good health. 

Johnny told me of his fright when he 
was taken down the mine shaft for the 
first time. His black eyes bulged at the 
memory. "It was terrible; ten of us 
with the English overseer, all in this 
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tiny cage going deep into the ground 
and no way of getting back except by 
being imprisoned in it again." 

He got through his first few days, 
all right. After that, his head was in 
the sky again. Leaning against the 
wall, his head thrown back and a smile 
on his broad face, he dreamed of the 
time when he would become a blaster. 
He never heard the thick voice and 
strange accent of his boss telling him 
not to load the trucks so full. 

The boss shouted again, his voice 
more blurred than ever, and Johnny 
thought he wanted him to work faster. 
He heaved a large lump of rock onto 
an already full truck. The rock fell 
and caught the man on the foot, and 
Johnny was dismissed after only two 
weeks underground. 

He lost his job. He couldn't go home 
to face the chorus of, "Here comes 
Johnny-in-the-Sky with his head in the 
clouds and his feet in the mine." He 
wandered about Mufulira, spending 
what little money he had on football 
matches and in the beer hall. 

Having no home, he drifted into the 
loafers' camp lying outside the township 
-shacks built of petrol tins and sacks. 
He lived as the others did by casual 
labor. When that was unobtainable, 
they turned to petty crime. It was a 
shame in a country so rich in copper 
as Zambia that so little was done for 
natives who fell by the wayside. The 
copper mining towns were always full 
of rootless people. Nobody bothered 
about creating anything permanent, 
and nobody tried to solve the problem 
of the loafers' villages. 

One group, however, did take an 
interest in the inhabitants of these 
miserable places-unscrupulous politi­
cians. Johnny still worked when he 
could find a job that needed no particu­
lar skill. He still dreamed but his head 
was a little less often in the clouds. 
There was now no strict uncle who 
would beat him but never let him 
starve. 

One day, a man, a politician, asked 
Johnny to drop some leaflets. This was 
forbidden, but Johnny was offered 
double money and warned to see that 
he didn't get caught. The leaflets were 
meant to stir up trouble in the mine 
and cause the miners to strike. Not the 



least interested in politics or industrial 
disputes, Johnny wandered around, 
strewing the leaflets along the main 
streets. He was easily traced, arrested, 
charged, and held in custody as a mem­
ber of an illegal organization. This time, 
he was lucky. A message was got 
through to his uncle to come and collect 
him. 

When the uncle got to Mufulira, the 
police and the chief employment officer 
held a conference. The uncle said there 
was no work for Johnny back home, 
but since he could read and write, there 
must surely be some suitable work to 
be found for him in Mufulira. The 
employment officer was surprised. 

"You never told anyone you could 
read!" he said to Johnny. 

V 

"But nobody ever asked me, sir," 
Johnny answered. 

A literate messenger was urgently 
needed to work between the various 
departments of the copper mine and 
Johnny was given the job. As an em­
ployee of the company, he was again 
given daily food and a house in the 
compound. 

He was still working when I left-a 
big, good-natured, dreamy boy, making 
his way against the hurly-burly of a 
very multi-racial, hard-hearted mining 
town. Fortunately, his village was soon 
to be made the center of a tree-planting 
project and much labor would be 
needed. I hope Johnny-in-the-Sky went 
back to do his dreaming at home-under 
his uncle's watchful eye. 

V 

?ne~i!ocus 
Medifocus is a special humanitarian monthly membership activity with which 
each Rosicrucian is acquainted. The significance of the personalities shown 
each month is explained to Rosicrucians as is the wording accompanying them. 

November: The personality for the month 
of November is Harold Wilson, 
Prime Minister of England. 

The code word is DISC. 

The following advance date is given for 
the benefit of those members living out­
side the United States. 

HO CHI MINH 

January: 
The personality for the month of 
January will be Ho Chi Minh, 
President of North Vietnam. 

The code word will be VICT. 

HA.ROLD WILSON 
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JEAN McGILL, F. R. C. 

Elusive 
Freedom 

W AS THERE EVER an ideology which 
did not possess the much-bandied 

word freedom? 
The difference between the two major 

world ideologies today is that one effects 
on its people a state-imposed discipline, 
while the other expects its people to dis­
cipline themselves in most areas. The 
latter are even free to exercise or not to 
exercise self-discipline; so their "free­
dom" has an added dimension. 

In a communist, fascist, or nazi state, 
everyone must contribute to the state. 
In a monarchy, republic, or socialistic 
system of government, the individual 
can sometimes evade contributing to the 
general welfare-may even lean on the 
state through unemployment. 

In a democratic society, that one is 
most free economically who has the 
most skills. Given normal intelligence, 
a man through the self-discipline of 
study and practice can fit himself for a 
variety of jobs. His self-discipline gives 
him a freedom of choice as to the work 
he will do and the salary he will earn. 
In almost any society-democratic or 
totalitarian-the service a person ren­
ders society or the state will be recog­
nized and rewarded. This man will be 
wanted. 

Self-discipline, or self-mastery, is a 
gateway to a variety of freedoms. 
The maintenance of basic good health­
the discipline of eating, exercise, rest 
habits, and the provision of moderate 
conditions or environment-gives the 
vehicle of expression, the body, its 
major opportunity for freedom. Like 
a well-looked-after piece of machinery, 
it hums happily. It is alert, eager to 
work, ready to adjust or to take on extra 
loads temporarily, and willing to put 
the mind's commands into practice at 
once. This is freedom. 

No ideology can control man's mind. 
Certain fixed ideas may be implanted 
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under constant supervision, but the ob­
jective mind can always be reached by 
the inner self. 

This area of freedom is a sadly 
neglected one under the hypnotism of 
today's mass media. The self-discipline 
required to "think" takes longer, for 
together with a thousand distractions 
pressuring from outside, there are nega­
tive emotions within. 

Incidents occur in every normal day 
whereby the primitive instincts of self­
defense rise to do battle when no battle 
is required. The retraining of the mind 
to take umbrage only as a last resort is 
a lifetime task. The race beliefs carried 
for thousands of years do not suddenly 
die but require dispelling from genera­
tion to generation. Mankind has feared 
too long to trust love overnight. Even 
yet bombs are used in the name of 
freedom. 

It might be thought that he who loves 
freedom and his neighbor might find 
himself inundated with companions, for 
the beginning point of loving thy neigh­
bor is the continually persisting 
thought, "No man has anything to fear 
from me." This also incurs the self­
discipline of man's dogmatic will. Love 
is the opposite of fear. People living in 
an atmosphere of real love would not 
cling together ad nauseam, for this 
would not be freedom but bondage. 
Rather, each would feel the freeing of 
the inner self to express. 

Such is the feeling of those who have 
achieved self-mastery and oneness with 
the Cosmic. Never alone, they are not 
hampered. They are not obstructed in 
their pursuit of whatever contribution 
they set out to make to their society. 

This is a freedom worth achieving. 
It has made possible scientific discover­
ies, mathematical discoveries, revela­
tions in religion, the arts, and other 
fields. Without an awareness of cosmic 
forces and attunement with the One 
World to which all mankind belongs, 
the loneliness and disappointments pre­
ceding such insights would have been 
unbearable. All of us have some work 
to do for the inner self's satisfaction and 
as a contribution to society as a whole. 
Self-discipline is the initial step to un­
limited freedom. 



Since thousands of readers of the Rosicru­
cian Digest have not read many of the 
earlier articles of Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, 
first Imperator of the present Rosicrucian 
cycle, each month one of his outstanding 
articles is reprinted so that his thoughts 
will continue to be represented within the 
pages of this publication. 

A FEW WEEKS before Elbert Hubbard 
sailed for Europe on the Lusitania, 

I heard him say at a public meeting: 
"The things we [ of East Aurora] value 
most are the things we have given 
away." To my mind, that is a terse 
expression of a fundamental truth. The 
greatest happiness is that which comes 
as a reflection of the joy that one has 
given another. That joyous service 
which gives another unbounded happi­
ness is an invaluable asset. There are 
those who are ever searching for pleas­
ures less real, less divine, less satisfac­
tory. The humble of spirit, mind, and 
heart are the truly contented. Life for 
them holds no inducement or anticipa­
tion greater than the consciousness of 
living. I have seen the delusion of 
wealth, power, position, and material 
inflation. It is as empty, as forlorn, 
unsatisfactory, and inane as it is con­
tagious and ever deceptive. 

I have occupied the most ex1:ensive 
seat, or chair, in the most expensive box 
in the Metropolitan Opera House in 
New York-that owned by the Astors. 
I have also sat upon the cushioned seats 
in the "rival" boxes of the Goulds and 
the Vanderbilts. At such times, I have 
tried to enjoy my beloved La Traviata 
and Il Trovatore, but was conscious on 
all sides of the vibrations of wealth, 
show, pomp, and self-aggrandizement. 

At other times, I have walked into 
the same grand auditorium and without 
ticket, ceremony, or special dress have 
slipped into an empty seat among simple 
music-hungry souls and found peace 
and quiet, reverence and love. And, 
what is more, I have found a few hours 
of happiness and contentment unknown 
to those whose principal desire was to 
enthrone wealth as the king of happi­
ness. 

I have sailed on the ocean's great 
boats and have gone from the humble 
atmosphere of the second cabin to the 
more humble atmosphere of the third 
and spent hours there watching the joy 

DR. H. SPENCER LEWIS, F. R. C. 

Contentment 
in L,/e 

of living manifest itself in beautiful 
simplicity. I have taken advantage, too, 
of the privilege and means at my dis­
posal to spend a day amid the conditions 
of the first and "de luxe" cabins. There 
vanity, rivalry, jealousy, envy, and 
hatred stalked with spiked heels and 
unmerciful steps. 

I have ridden through the streets of 
both Paris and London in elaborate 
coaches where every form of ceremony 
was forced upon me by those whose 
wealth and social position held sway 
as tyrannical dictators. But I have also 
passed through those same streets atop 
buses for a three-cent fare. In such 
humble and natural circumstances, I 
enjoyed the grandeur of living and see­
ing, both of which were stifled when 
humbleness of spirit was crushed by 
wealth. 

I have traveled through foreign lands 
with the financial means of the world's 
most wealthy at my disposal; and every­
where the simplest pleasures of life and 
even the humblest necessities were 

[ 375] 

0 



The 
Rosicrucian 
Digest 
October 
1965 

denied me because of the substitution of 
tinseled, diaphanous, pompous things 
regarded by part of the world as neces­
sary to its happiness. Only by disguising 
my associations, hiding my resources, 
and denying my station in life, did I 
find the happiness, the beauty, and the 
real delights of foreign travel. 

I have entered the magnificent hall­
way of the costly palace of an Ameri­
can millionaire on Fifth A venue, New 
York, and ascended in a white and gold 
elevator past gorgeous living rooms to 
a private library on an upper floor, 
where a coldly indifferent servant es­
corted me into the presence of one who 
tried to find happiness amid such sur­
roundings. I have sat in such a room, 
in such an august presence, for an hour 
or more while every spoken word re­
bounded from the costliest fittings and 
fell lifeless. I have seen the rich man's 
heart bleed for a few minutes' enjoy­
ment of the simple things of life and the 
opportunity to do those things that 
make for peace and contentment. It 
was a relief to leave such a home and 
go to one where the most valued asset 
was love and where smiles and content­
ment took the place of gold. 

I have spent hours with William 
Howard Taft when he was at the height 
-or, should I say, in the depths-of 
great dignity and pomp, busy with the 
ceremonies and functions of the high 
offices he held. Likewise, I have been 
with Theodore Roosevelt when he, too, 
because of worldly power, was denied 
the opportunity to enjoy the simple 
things in life. Both of these men mani­
fested every desire to cast aside the 
false formalities of the artificial life 

they were living. I never knew Mr. 
Taft to appear happier or to enjoy the 
goodness of living more than when in 
working clothes we crossed the East 
River together on an old ferryboat, pre­
pared to spend a day free from all limi­
tations of office and titles in the fields of 
Long Island. 

What may wealth give me that I do 
not have now? Could all the money in 
the world give me more than a good 
appetite? Could great wealth give me 
more than a satisfactory meal? Have 
I not all the air to breathe necessary for 
health? I can walk under the same blue 
heavens, enjoy the same bright sunlight, 
and see the same stars at night. I enjoy 
good health, the love of children, and a 
loyal wife. I still have two affectionate 
parents, the exclusiveness of a sanctified 
home, the respect of my neighbors, the 
trust of my business associates, the good 
will of every co-worker and employee, 
the love and friendship of hundreds of 
men and women in America, and the 
enmity only of those few whom I have 
exposed in their attempts to injure 
friends or harm the innocent. And­
greatest of all-I have God's great force, 
His very essence, vibrating in my body, 
as I have His love in my heart. 

Can the powers, influences, and the 
black magic of wealth give me any 
greater gifts than these? And can I 
have greater pleasures than I now en­
joy, devoting my contented life to help­
ing others, realizing that these simple, 
inexpensive, yet priceless things make 
for real happiness and contentment in 
life? 

The American Rosae Crucis, July, 1917 

ROSICRUCIAN CONCLAVE IN LONDON 
October 16 and 17 
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ASSEMBLY ROOMS, ST. PANCRAS TOWN HALL, EUSTON ROAD 
Grand Master Rodman R. Clayson, Grand Secretary Harvey Miles, and other 
members of the European-Egyptian Tour will attend. 
Address inquiries to Conclave Secretary, Mr. H. Rolph, 36, Penberth Road, 
Catford, London. 



To ONE COMMITTED to unity, the divi­
sion of learning in to several 

branches-art, science, philosophy, reli­
gion-is an error. Such division, how­
ever, is unavoidable in the world of 
manifestation. 

The following comparisons of astrol­
ogy and astronomy, magic and physics, 
and alchemy and chemistry as points 
of a triangle will indicate significantly 
the connection and structure of learning 
in these realms and make plain the di­
versification to which downgrading has 
given rise. From unity, complication 
produces diversity and multiplicity in 
the same way that a number of branches 
may spring from the trunk of a tree 
and become weakened in the process. 

Astrology and Astronomy 

In the first comparison, the original 
astrology should not be confused with 
the downgraded reflections of it appear­
ing in the popular viewpoint. As with 
all esoteric arts, it constitutes a means 
of approach, indicating only the direc­
tion to take, the symbols being only 
beacons along the way. 

Originally, astrology was included in 
the whole and was thus inexpressible, 
as were all the arts. Only in the degra­
dation, the partition or specialization, is 
it possible for the human intellect de­
prived of superreason to make a begin­
ning. Reason and ordinary language, 
being of finite compass, are never able 
to comprehend the infinite. 

In the second stage, after its differen­
tiation and "fall," astrology appeared 
as a study of cosmic influences in the 
plan of evolution. The Cosmic possesses 
a finality which appears in good time 
as the result of becoining aware of it: 
It initiates laws which in successive 
stages bring about agreement with the 
past while preparing for the future. 
The influences display themselves in 
cycles of extremely slow vibration, and 
these guide the universe. 

With astrology, as with all esoteric 
arts, two methods of approach are 
necessary: symbols and meditation. For 
everything which transcends physical 
concepts, the only material expression 
possible is a symbol, and symbolism 
can be studied only by passive medita­
tion. On the contrary, astronomy, like 
all matters in the domain of the intel-

JEAN DuBrns, F. R. C. 

Involution 
and Evolution 
of Consciousness 

Diversity from one; 
unity from the other 

lect, concerns itself with activity on the 
physical plane. 

Cosmic influences make themselves 
felt by the media of astral personifica­
tions of which the planets are the mate­
rial symbols. The positions of the 
planets indicate the cyclic phases from 
which interest derives in certain mys­
tical relationships to the movements of 
the body. This interest is linked to the 
free will and pleasure of man; and 
these, according to their privilege, pose 
the possibility of choice between two 
options. If the choice is good, evolution 
is furthered; if bad, there is stagnation. 
Knowledge of the influences and of 
cosinic intentions makes for a better 
choice and constitutes as well an effec­
tive key to the evolving process. 

It is useful to attempt to penetrate 
arcane astrology to the extent of gain­
ing a better idea of the mechanics of 
the world and of evolution-in a word, 
of a certain mystical culture. The dif­
ference between this and popular astrol­
ogy may be seen by recalling the 
Chinese proverb: "Stars control the 
fool, but the wise man controls his 
stars." Astral influences only incline 
one to certain courses; they never com­
pel, and they can always be mastered. 
In order to dispel the idea of fatalism, 
one must understand that astral influ­
ences do not go beyond the astral plane 
and the astral body. Therefore, it is 
necessary to transcend that plane in 
order to overcome the karma written 
into the planetary configurations. 

Because profane science voluntarily 
ignores the astral body, it is necessary 
to understand and adinit astrological 
influences upon man. Nevertheless, 
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certain indices cause us to believe that 
astrology's period of involution is at an 
end and that of its true evolution recom­
mencing. Lately, lunar influences are 
no longer being systematically con­
tested, at least not in the vegetable and 
animal kingdoms; and certain works, 
now fairly generally accepted, confirm 
planetary influence upon the inclina­
tions and tastes of men. 

Astronomy is astrology devoid of 
substance: the end and the instrument 
confused. In fact, astronomy compre­
hends only two important parts: the 
study of the movements of heavenly 
bodies; the study of the nature of those 
bodies. The movement of the planets, 
which was only the instrument of old 
mystics, has now become one of the 
ends of astronomy .... 

The study of the apparent movement 
of the stars is based upon the hypo­
thetical existence of a straight ( or 
nearly so) line and of three dimensions 
such as might be conceived of as a 
human ladder. It is probable that in a 
relatively short time present astronom­
ical concepts will appear as outmoded 
as those of Ptolemy. For present as­
tronomers, the two former basic 
concepts are accepted without the 
verification by mystic experiment. 

In the matter of what astronomy has 
to say as to the nature of the planets, 
their atmosphere, and their possibilities 
of sustaining life, it is sufficient to fol­
low that for only a matter of years to 
discover that its judgment has wavered 
continuously. It is safe to say that the 
position which astronomy advances at 
the moment regarding the planets is 
only an hypothesis, without any direct 
knowledge of the body, and that the 
smallest supposition put forward pre­
supposes experiments made on earth 
to be valid on the body examined­
something not at all certain. 

When the day comes that we are 
assured that one solitary planet is in­
habited, we shall then see science and 
religion compelled suddenly to modify 
their statements. With regard to mys­
tics, who know that life is universal 
and exists because Nous sustains it, 
such an occurrence will neither be em­
barrassing, nor will it call for any 
revision of their teachings. 

For the second comparison, that be­
tween magic and physics, a definition 
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of magic and the adjacent realms of 
occultism, mysticism, sorcery, and 
superstition must first be attempted. 
For the materialist, everything that is 
not open to view-metaphysics and reli­
gion, which are inexplicable from the 
standpoint of the physical world-is 
superstition. We must be more pru­
dent, for facts due to unknown laws 
should not be rejected as superstition. 
Superstition begins when the influence 
of the creative powers of the spirit 
cease. 

For example, we may discover in the 
for~ulae of oc~ult "'.orks preparations 
mtncate and highly improbable which 
seem to defy all logic; it is after all in 
that sense that they have been con­
ceived because, in adhering literally to 
that which seems illogical, the intellect 
is humbled, thus giving proof of its 
submission to the inner being. That 
inner being, then, brings into action 
hidden laws and effects a magical 
operation. 

Magic and Physics 

Sorcery is the use of powers generally 
unknown to man. It needs neither 
mystical knowledge nor even general 
training. It is not a mystic art, but a 
simple technique. Sorcery's maximum 
possibility is in the astral realm, and 
black sorcerers transmit orally effica­
cious secrets of which the results are 
astonishing and confound Europeans 
who view them. It is true that a West­
ern mystic is not astonished by such 
occurrences which he understands and 
is able to reproduce or neutralize. 

Sorcery is a primitive occultism. The 
occultism of the West is more syste­
matic-in a word, more scientific· but 
it always remains simple occulti;m if 
it is not in the service of evolution. 

True occultism, of which magic is a 
part, is the use of psychic laws in the 
service of mysticism; that is to say, in 
the service of research into the interior 
contact and that of reintegration. The 
magic of early mystics gives a power 
of command over nature and its laws 
because it is the means by which man 
transcends the settled limits of the 
physical world. It is useful, if not 
necessary within certain limits, in order 
to cross certain evolutionary thresholds. 

It is from this science that modern 
physics is drawn, not to serve evolution 



but merely the practical life of man. 
Physics is the application of known 
laws of nature and, as with magic, sub­
mission to such laws produces a mastery 
of the matter, a power of realization. 

The amateur who builds a wireless, 
or radio, gets a result which demon­
strates his mastery of matter if his plan 
and its realization conform to natural 
laws. One does not demonstrate one's 
mastery of nature's laws other than by 
submission to them. This is a notable 
fact which permits us to distinguish 
between the wise man and the sorcerer 
or the natural philosopher. 

The natural philosopher uses the laws 
of nature, and the results are independ­
ent of the operation: His intellectual 
knowledge and his manual skill suffice. 
It is the same with the sorcerer except 
that he uses secret laws which concern 
the body of man. With regard to the 
wise man, he must be trained: Magic 
is an art which demands knowledge 
and development, and the combination 
of these two elements is the sole key 
to his command over nature. The wise 
man is an initiated mystic; the sorcerer 
and the natural philosopher are not. 

As in the preceding domain, we have 
here the same process of downgrading. 
Knowledge which in the beginning is 
a unity which contains everything, with 
involution begins the descent from plane 
to plane-specialization and the prepon­
derance of one direction appearing with 
magic as its end. The science of the 
word is made to serve practical ends 
and no longer that of reintegration. 
Man's life becomes more and more sub­
ject to egoistic interests; until, finally, 
true knowledge of the whole is lost in 
the multiplicity of physics, which con­
cerns only secondary causes since it 
cannot reach up to first principles. 

With evolution, little by little, the 
dematerialization of science begins. The 
next step is the exclusive use of reinte­
gration, the return to unity being 
achieved through a fusion of knowledge. 

The third part of our exposition leads 
to the spagyric art, alchemy, essen­
tially an art serving evolution but diffi­
cult to define in two aspects although 
appreciably suffering less downgrad­
ing than the two preceding ones. The 
art of philosophy gave birth to profane 
chemistry, but like astrology and magic 
it exists only as a deviation of inferior 

occultism. The spread of the art in the 
quest for such base ends as the philoso­
pher's stone has ceased in our day. 

Alchemy, nevertheless, has hierar­
chical aspects which correspond to 
different ends. True mystical philoso­
phy is the transformation of man's 
faculties by which the son of man may 
become the son of God. The final goal 
of all the esoteric arts being identical, 
a meeting near the summit is a neces­
sity, each art constituting a different 
path which leads to the top of the same 
mountain-that of illumination. 

True Alchemy 

As with the two preceding arts, true 
alchemy is interior and its only athanor 
(furnace used by alchemists) is the 
body of man. In the two previously 
mentioned arts-astrology and magic­
we have seen the progressive debase­
ment provoked by the loss of original 
knowledge. Likewise, here that debase­
ment exists, but it must be considered 
(more than in the other cases) under 
two headings: a debasement due to 
external interpretation and misconcep­
tion which has led to chemistry. And, 
on the other hand, a hierarchical and 
voluntary debasement which in the fall 
through successive planes makes pos­
sible a way for the adept to reascend 
them. 

The result, then, is one alchemy 
under several diverse aspects. The 
highest is that of the transmutation of 
man's faculties-that transmutation of 
illumination, by whatever means ac­
complished, which confers extraordi­
nary powers of healing and of operation 
of the laws of nature and which brings 
the realization of unity in him and for 
him. It is operative aichemy of which 
the process constitutes the way or in­
strument of illumination. 

But aside from these mystic and 
evolutionary aspects of alchemy, that 
of its work in nature compared with the 
limited concepts of profane chemistry 
must be examined. Chemistry states 
that each time like bodies are brought 
together, the same results are obtained. 
This is true within the limits of our 
common experience, yet false in prin­
ciple. In fact, evolution is general in 
nature. 

Symbolically, we may compare the 
cycle of water with that of man. Rain 
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is the birth of water which penetrates 
the inferior world, after which it 
evaporates and returns to the superior 
world. This is its transition. After an 
invisible sojourn, clouds form and new 
rain falls on the earth-its reincarna­
tion. Each particle or drop of water is 
not identical with the drop which fell 
one, two, or three years previously, for 
the recurring cycle has advanced a rung 
in the ladder of chemical evolution. 

The fusion of lead, following its 
solidification, likewise follows a cycle in 
which the repetition brings about an 
evolutionary acceleration in the same 
molecules of the metal. Perseverance 
in this manner leads to the initiation 
of the metal, that is to say, its transmu­
tation. 

After the first process that we grant 
to be brought about in a purely physical 
manner, we must understand that 
which an adept is able to accomplish by 
concentration and meditation during 
such an operation. It furthers evolution 
by bringing the adept's superior facul­
ties to bear upon the work-at first, in 
hardly noticeable fashion; then, by a 
kind of positive karma. The adept's aid 
is reflected in a like response from na­
ture, until little by little the process is 
accelerated and a reciprocal transmuta­
tion results. 

From the foregoing, we have seen 
that, at the height of involution, chem­
istry is merely alchemy deprived of its 
most important part. Chemistry ignores 
the evolution of matter and its spiritual 
properties. On the other hand, alchemy 

calls into motion the interior powers of 
man-both magic and an immediate 
knowledge of favorable cycles of opera­
tion, which is the domain of astrology. 
It is that knowledge which tends toward 
a return to unity. 

Certain books speak of it as The Royal, 
Art. It reflects from the outset the 
equilibrium of the whole. It is not 
necessary to accept such works as true 
and complete in knowledge. They con­
stitute only a method of approach. True 
knowledge is not transferable. All 
teaching is able to show only the means 
of approach. Each must make his own 
entry. There exists in each teaching a 
seed, which germinates only where the 
soil is good and the climate favorable. 

It is our conclusion that profane 
sciences are derived from the esoteric 
arts and are practical and useful in the 
material world; but in each case they 
are only an approach to knowledge-or 
the finality of evolution. 

One may say, too, that the under­
standing of mystics permits them to 
pluck the quintessence from the labors 
of profane scholars. The esoteric arts 
are paths to the ultimate goal, even 
though sometimes they have been used 
for material and practical ends. 

As to knowledge, it is and always 
has been preserved from degradation; 
but it is and will remain the natural 
attribute of a small number who per­
sist to the end of the road. 

Translated from Rose+Croix, AMORC France, 
Winter issue, 1964 

CONVICTIONS l\_fost of us cling to our convictions wheth1:r they are 
right or wrong. To those who say there 1s no God, 
there is none. If the inner doorway to the Infinite 

is locked, nothing can come through and what is on the other side does not exist. 
Such an attitude may well be the ignorance of babes. 

Those who search on faith alone may find the door but still fail to discover 
what lies beyond it. Some look at their brothers and think, "How superior I 
am!" That is like the toenail saying to the toe, "I am above you. I am the 
ultimate! There is nothing beyond!" 

That toenail is ingrown. Shall I turn it out slowly, or shall I have it removed 
and let it start again?-Francis M. MacConnell 
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A RT MUST CONTAIN a human experi­
ence and through the personality 

of an artist, skillfully communicate this 
experience in an understandable lan­
guage to the greatest number of think­
ing people for the longest length of time. 

Art is man's responsibility to man. 
Since it is the recording of human ex­
periences, man must then first experi­
ence before he can share with others. 
Its subject matter comes from man's 
observation and imagination. Its moods 
and feelings come from man's emotions. 
It is creative. It inspires and exalts. It 
preserves nature and Godly creations. 
Art is for the many, not the few. 

Art being creative and an emotional 
experience, expresses mood and feeling, 
but always through the eyes of a par­
ticular artist. It operates through a 
personality, which is a personal kind of 
thinking developed by skilled practice. 
It is related to the love, urge, and sus­
tained interest of the artist to express 
himself and his times. It is good taste 
and selectiveness acquired through a 
background, an education and an en­
vironment, with insight to the heritage 
of the past and a plan for the future. 
It is the result of a skilled artist with 
something to say. 

Art is human ingenuity, backed by 
skill of execution, acquired through 
knowledge, related thinking, and con­
stant practice. Art's techniques come 
from the execution of man's skill and 
the development of craft. It includes 
the mastery of a medium of expression. 

Art while personally creative, and in­
ventively skillful, must always be 
understandable. To be universally un­
derstood, it must be a language of visual 
expression. Its modes, manners and 
functions may change, but its natural 
visual factors never change, and its im­
pact is strengthened by a thorough 
understanding of these factors. Art's 
visual factors are: position, line, pattern, 

FRANK REILLY, A. N. A., 

President, Council of American 
Artist Societies 

What Is Art? 
value and color. These factors when 
used in various manners can produce 
form, imagery, design and composition. 
Art is a branch of learning that appeals 
to the sensitive minds of men, and 
learning is knowledge gained by study. 

Art like all human endeavor is what 
is right for the greatest number of 
people. If it pleases only one, it is an 
individual thing. When it appeals to 
many, it by its nature is a greater force. 

Art should be judged by its impact 
on sensitive thinking people. It has 
something for everyone, but as with all 
human endeavor, the more versed we 
are in its powers the more it has to 
offer. Art in its complete form builds 
confidence and commands the respect 
of thinking people. 

Art, true art, is not a passing whim. 
It is definitely related to public accept­
ance over a long period of time. "Art is 
long, life is short," to borrow a phrase. 

Art is sincerity, faith in an ideal, 
discipline, excellence of execution, dig­
nity of approach, a sense of good taste, 
and the wisdom to combine all. Art is 
respect for the past, because you are 
the future. 

Art is a livelihood to those whose ef­
forts are functional. It is a haven of 
satisfaction, pleasure and relaxation to 
those who devote only part of their lives 
to it. It is a religion to those who devote 
their entire lives to it. Art, be it a reli­
gion, livelihood or haven, contributes 
at all times to our happiness, our 
progress and our culture. 
-Reprinted by permission. 

GERMAN TRANSLATORS NEEDED 
Volunteer translators are needed to translate Rosicrucian material from English into 

the German language. If interested, kindly write: 

Attention GGL Secretary 
Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, Calif. 95114 
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DR. MAX GUILMOT, F. R. C. 
Belgian Egyptologist and consultant to the 
Rosicrucian Egyptian, Oriental Museum 

Ancient Egypt's 
Concept of 
Immortality 

From the Middle Empire 
to the period of decline 

In a previous study of the spiritual destiny 
of ancient Egypt, I attempted to show the main 
variation of religious feeling-more specifically, 
the hope of immortality-in the Nile Valier, 
from the outset to the time of the Middle Em­
pire.• It soon became evident that the continu­
ance of that hope did not necessarily depend 
upon the strength of the empires and, more im­
portantly, that a second history of a psycho­
logical aspect began to emerge as a pattern. 

Ill 

The Return to the Past 

LONG BEFORE the height of the Mem­
phite Empire, Egyptian man had 

developed a perfectly coherent world 
concept in which his metaphysical 
anxieties were fully appeased. A good 
many centuries before the first written 
documents, prehistoric tombs had 
sheltered not the dead but those merely 
asleep, surrounded by their weapons 
and objects of toiletry, their knees folded 
against their chests. Thus they had led 
a new existence in the surroundings of 
their own villages. The moment of death 
had been only a passing weakness and 
death itself only another way of exist­
ing. All the funerary documents of the 
Ancient Empire proclaimed this life 
in death with full conviction-the most 
impressive testimony of which remains 
in the colossal affirmation of faith of the 
royal pyramids. 

Only with the collapse of the state in 
the revolution at the end of the Eighth 
Dynasty did ruin come to a creed sev­
eral millennia old. Only then did 
Egypt, delivered to famine and violence, 
lose its ancient spiritual heritage. How 

*Rosicrucian Digest, issues of March and June, 
1965 
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could confidence still be placed in a 
Beyond when the dead, hideously dis­
figured, remained exposed to everyone's 
eyes on the banks of the Nile? It was a 
dramatic time: Death, once overcome, 
had regained its vigor; it was no longer 
the living counterpart of human exist­
ence; the dead appeared terribly dead! 

Political history and spiritual adven­
ture came together in the end of the 
Ancient Empire, both running toward 
ruin. The parallelism did not long con­
tinue, for there again appeared the 
divergent lines of what I have called 
the second history of Egypt. In fact, 
while the nation was regaining its social 
equilibrium under the mighty impetus 
supplied by the Amenemhets and the 
Senusrets (2000 B.C.) and while the 
state cults were adorning themselves 
with new luster, the conscience of the 
Egyptian man was still the guardian of 
a ruined creed and would continue to 
be so for a long time to come. 

It is in this light that the pessimism 
of the famous drinking songs of the 
Middle Empire must be interpreted. To 
enjoy life ceaselessly, to feast every day 
-with the immensity of nothingness 
without meaning the only boundary­
did that not mean the divorce of life 
and death, which were once unified into 
a firm context? Was it not a recogni­
tion of the fierce recoil of existence 
upon itself? 

It is in the current of the Middle 
Empire that one obtains a vast con­
nected view of the variations of the reli­
gious mentality in Egypt, for there 
occurred the moment of sharpest anxiety 
of the human being facing himself­
that most critical time when man de­
ceives himself in a ready resort to 
pleasure. It was for this reason that I 
suggested that this era of deadlock be 
marked as the end of the first psycho­
logical cycle of Egyptian tiwught. 

Yet the acceptance of such a moral 
code based upon the pleasure of the 
passing moment was not in conformity 
with the aspirations of Ancient Egypt, 
which demanded stability both in its 
monuments and in its way of life. On 
the other hand, it was no longer possible 
to pick up the threads of the past and 
continue to advance by means of the 
beliefs which had sustaine~ their an­
cestors, especially when the impact of 
scepticism had shattered them. Never-



theless it was toward this second solu­
tion that it was necessary to turn in 
order to prepare for the birth of a third. 
And it was the magic of these renewed 
reminders of the Memphitic Period 
which gave new wings to faith. 

An Exceptional Era 

The middle Theban Empire was an 
exceptional era, one in vyhich _afJ~r tur­
moil man sought a basic def1mtion of 
himself. Although still imperfectly 
understood, it was a decisive era in 
which popular stories, moral discourses, 
and books of philosophical reflection 
flourished. It was also an era of labo­
rious births in which the faces of the 
statues, as has often been remarked, 
seem to retain the imprint of bitterness. 

Finally, it was an era of vast re­
establishments. Among the structural 
ruins of the Memphitic faith, there 
sprang up an ever-growing multitude 
of religious beliefs. And at the end of 
this growing complexity, there appeared 
a new architecture vastly different from 
that of the Ancient Empire; and yet 
embedded in it are to be found-as in 
reconstructed temples-ancient mate­
rials. 

After the revolution, it is known that 
all social classes were admitted to partic­
ipation in the sacred dramas-even in 
the sudden changes of fortune in the 
formerly secret Osirian mystery. The 
practices devised for Isis, _Thoth, a!1d 
Anubis to assure man of 1mmortahty 
were made known to all and engen­
dered a spirit of general enthusiasm. 

Osiris at this time became a universal 
deity whose widely spread rites enabled 
everyone to hope for salvation in the 
Beyond. Thousands of inscriptions in 
necropolises gave evidence of the prom­
ise to men of all conditions of entrance 
into the august abode of the gods and to 
sail in the solar barge along with Ra. 
Every Egyptian in death desired to 
adopt the attitude and emblems of the 
dead Osiris and to gain immortality by 
benefit of the rites which he underwent 
who first guided humanity on the way 
to eternity. 

Nevertheless, if works on Egyptology 
have reasonably shown what the de­
mocratization of religion brought to the 
Egyptian peo{lle, it. must not be l?st 
sight of that, m an mverse sense, with 
its acceptance by the multitude, the 

ancient creed became overlaid with an 
extraordinary variety of popular beliefs. 

Certainly, in addition to the hope of 
Memphitic times of entering the lu­
minous abode of the pure spirits, to 
"renew one's life" in the grave and to 
"live in Maat" next to the gods, there 
remained evidence of the preservation 
of a high spirituality. But during the 
Middle Empire and during the whole 
New Empire after its decline, the para­
dise of the less demanding of the de­
parted was adorned with a more and 
more opulent luxury of details. 

Thus, in order to reach the place 
where Osiris resided and to live at his 
side, one needed to know the mysterious 
ways leading to the realm of the Blessed 
Ones. No one could ignore the exact 
geography of the Beyond and its diffi­
cult paths, painted with foresight on 
the sides of the wooden sarcophagi of 
the Middle Empire. The black strokes 
indicated the tracks to be followed by 
land, the blue ones the network of the 
river lanes. They skirted a dreadful 
red zone which inscriptions called the 
sea of flames. In such a furnace, the 
dead would perish were his mummy 
not properly placed on the design of 
the saving route and in permanent con­
tact with it. 

Ere long, the snares of the journey 
increased. This realm of the dead, 
called Douat, was an underground 
region, a world where beings were up­
side down and where things were in­
visible-a world plunged in darkness 
and the reverse of that of the living. 
The perils became so numerous that it 
was necessary to subdivide them into 12 
areas corresponding to the hours of the 
night, territories charged with terror 
because of the presence of enemies op­
posed to the passage of the dead. It was, 
therefore, no longer enough to know 
only the geography; one also had to be 
able to render powerless the monsters 
of the twelve regions and each time to 
pass their presences victoriously. 

Detailed Instructions 

Infallible formulas from then on be­
came the indispensable baggage of all 
nether-world travelers, and the sides of 
the sarcophagi appeared too limited to 
contain their contents in necessary de­
tail. Papyrus scrolls-the Book of the 
Dead, the Book of the Gates, of the Am-

[ 383} 

0 



The 
Rosicrucian 
Digest 
October 
1965 

Douat or of the Night-were now in the 
New Empire buried with the dead to 
provide the detailed and saving instruc­
tions regarding the Beyond. 

The Book of the Dead, particularly, 
was mass produced-complete with 
blank spaces in which the future bene­
ficiary of the rites might inscribe his 
name. Where the tomb was sufficiently 
large, the walls of its chambers and 
passages, presenting vast surfaces for 
decoration, became the pages of a gigan­
tic book to alert the departed to the 
perils to be faced in the land of the 
dead. 

Finally, as if the knowledge of the 
proper formulas were not a sufficient 
safeguard, amulets were multiplied in 
profusion. These minute talismans­
scepters or crowns-were added to the 
mummy to cover it with their mighty 
power. The dead was thus provided 
with a circumstantial foreknowledge 
even in the matter of the tribute that 
Osiris might personally request in his 
kingdom. Who does not know of the 
innumerable statuettes called ushebti, 
frozen in attitudes of submissive atten­
tion and ready to obey the dead in per­
forming the services required of him in 
the Beyond? 

Complexity of Faith 
Beginning with the Middle Empire, 

it is striking to find this growing com­
plexity of faith, which more and more 
is to characterize the Egyptian men­
tality until the Period of Decline. What 
is this complexity if not the response 
to an intense religious uneasiness? 
What is it if not a means of combat, 
forever tenaciously perfected and di­
rected against a metaphysical uncer­
tainty which began with the revolution 
at the end of the Ancient Empire? I 
mentioned at the outset of this study 
the necessity of discovering a third solu­
tion, which made itself felt after the 
ruin of the Memphite creed and tem­
porary retreat into hedonism. This is 
it, then, elaborated in all its learned and 
anxious bypaths. 

Under the Ancient Empire, death 
was the living counterpart of human 
existence. Man considered his death 
only as the second act of a single des­
tiny. Now, as the result of an effort of 
reconstruction, that second act was 
brought to life again-but without the 
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former youthfulness which banished 
doubt: The Egyptian did not even know 
in his conscience whether he would ever 
act it out. 

The revolution, it must be repeated, 
had passed. It had marked in a final 
manner the psychology of the people 
of the Nile Valley. Now that the Be­
yond was again thought of as a means 
to extend the earthly destiny, it was 
nothing more than an uncertain bridge 
built under the pressure of anxiety and 
supported by certainty only in an ex­
tremely limited sense. 

If this bridge was unstable, it was 
because it was not launched as a single 
span over the unknown. In its architec­
ture were to be discovered various mate­
rials of popular origin. Thus, it was 
inevitable that nonadhesive elements 
should appear in its complex structure. 

When the departed had followed the 
recommended paths, won over the mon­
sters by the power of formulas, and 
passed all the gates of the empire of 
night, what happiness would he know 
in the Abode of the Blessed? By the 
variety of its response, religion con­
fessed its inability to answer: Paradise 
offered whatever one desired, whether a 
prosperity strongly resembling that on 
earth-such as the pleasures to be found 
in the fields of Aaru in harvests seven 
cubits high; or in the fields of offerings 
where breads, fruits, and beer came for 
the asking; or in joys more refined and 
charged with mystery. The departed 
would be _permitted to take his place in 
the solar barge, be accepted among the 
gods, know their names, and, finally, be 
able as the formulas of the Book of the 
Dead repeated, to assume whatever 
form (kheperu) he pleased. 

Beginning with the New Empire, 
these different conceptions-the prod­
ucts of a lively creative imagination­
oriented themselves more and more 
toward the strange and unexplainable. 
Everyone, finally, decided what he 
wanted. Each installed himself as best 
he could in this ship of faith, which­
however beautiful and well recon­
structed-was without a rudder. 

What could one now believe? That 
the soul reached heaven and that the 
body remained in the nether world? Or 
that the union between them remained 
and that they would be spared all 
separation? Even as far as the surest 



promises were concerned-for example, 
that of seeing oneself justified before 
Osiris' tribunal--thought had to make 
its way through the maze of complex 
creed. It hesitated, wavered, then ended 
by using cunning to deceive the divine. 
In this connection, the Judgment of the 
Deceased, although so long celebrated, 
deserves to be analyzed carefully be­
cause of its revelation of the instability 
of religious concepts and their progres­
sive degradation during the New Em­
pire. 

The Final Judgment 

The 125th chapter of the Book of the 
Dead describes the admission of the de­
parted to the Judgment Hall of Osiris. 
The great god, seated in his glory, wit­
nesses the weighing of the heart of the 
candidate for eternity. Thoth, the divine 
recorder, readies himself to proclaim 
the result of the test. To counterweigh 
the best or worst in him, a feather, the 
symbol of moral law (Maat), is placed 
on the second scale of the balance while 
Anubis attentively observes the needle. 
A hybrid monster with the head of a 
crocodile and the body of a hipfopot­
amus (whom the texts cal the 
"Devourer") awaits only a sign to an­
nihilate the possible sinner. If the de­
parted passes the test, he escapes this 
second death, is proclaimed "justified" 
(maa kheru), and may stand before 
Osiris, Master of Eternity. 

Such a felicity, however, is not to be 
obtained without pain, for the court 
procedure especially involves a ques­
tioning. The dead must give answer to 
such precise questions as: "What is 
your name?" "Whence have you 

come?'' "What have you seen?" in 
order to prove that he knows the 
secrets of the way of the Beyond. He 
must also affirm in a series of state­
ments that he has not committed any 
infraction of the moral rules and has 
not been charged with any crime. 

It is here that serious obstacles arise 
for religious thought because complete 
vindication for every deceased would 
seem difficult to hope for. Who-in the 
presence of Osiris-would have the au­
dacity to claim to be free of every 
blemish? Exposure was all the more to 
be feared since the ancient tribunal 
of the dead, which seems to date at least 
from the end of the Fifth Dynasty, took 
its task quite seriously, according to the 
famous text of the end of the Memphitic 
times: "Trust not the length of years 
(because the gods) see the duration 
( of a life) in an instant. Man contin­
ues to exist after the landing ( on the 
other bank). His actions are heaped at 
his side .... (The virtuous man?) will 
live forever . . . but he who has been 
a self-server will be annihilated ( ?) ." 

It could well be said that the de­
ceased, faced with such an impossibility 
of compromise, would not dream of 
lying before the gods, and so had no 
other choice but to accept his fate. Dur­
ing the Middle and New Empires, how­
ever, the problem was further 
complicated by the fact that all social 
classes had become the beneficiaries of 
Osirian practices. Thus it was a whole 
nation-a host of big and little sinners 
-which had to face the terrible scales 
and become the sure victims of the 
Devourer! In such a condition, no other 
way was open to save oneself than to 
practice deceit before the tribunal of the 
gods at whatever cost. It is with this in 
mind that the "declarations of inno­
cence" of the dead must be interpreted. 

While he claimed himself free of 
fault, it was certainly not true that he 
really was. By multiplying his claims 
to purity, though, he tried at the mo­
ment of the test to rid himself magically 
of all the evil he carried with him. In 
that way, it became possible to come out 
of the court procedure triumphantly. 
The purification by magic also permit­
ted one to accumulate other guarantees 
of success. There is that admirable ap­
peal by the deceased in the form of 
entreaties addressed to his own heart to 
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force it into silence and push it to vic­
tory in spite of itself: "My heart where­
by I came into being! May naught 
stand up to oppose me at [my] judg­
ment; may there be no opposition to 
me in the presence of the sovereign 
princes (Tchatcha); may there be no 
parting of thee from me in the presence 
of him that keepeth the Balance!" 

Finally, in case the powerful formu­
las as well as the plea to the heart for 
complicity were not enough-there was 
the supreme consolation which the de­
ceased did not neglect: the funeral rites. 
Since the burial-well in advance of the 
test of personal weighing-had identi­
fied him with Osiris, he had already 
become an Osiris, an indisputable "iusti­
fied one." 

What then should one think of the 
supreme tribunal? The august Hall of 
Truth was nothing more than an easy 
step toward eternity. Its gods? Mem­
bers of a jury forced into compliance, 
who did not want to move against a 
probable defendant armed with magic 
and before whom nothing could be done 
other than to grant a certificate of safe 
conduct. In such a way, the ideal of a 
firm divine justice was distorted. The 
gods yielded; and in their yielding, the 
belief of the men faltered. 

To me, the spiritual evolution of the 
New Empire must be understood in the 
light of this increasing complexity of 
faith. Such complexity engendered a 
certain metaphysical uneasiness, which 
was followed by confusion in which a 
crafty magic abused the weakened 
power of the gods. Using force against 
them, man learned how to rely more 
upon himself, and the ancient shelter­
ing faith irrevocably declined. 

A final article in this series will appear in 
the near future. This translation from the 
French has been made especially for the Rosi­
crucian Digest by Frater Ettore Da Fano. 
-EDITOR 

PHILADELPHIA'S 
3rd Annual Regional Conclave 

October 30 and 31 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL 

Conclave Chairman: Howard W. Morgan 
Box 504, R. D. #3, Reading, Pennsylvania 
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To Catch 
A Leprechaun 
RECENTLY, on one 

of the Trans 
World Airlines' jet 
flights to Ireland, a 
tourist returning for 
a second visit re- , 
marked that the rea- . 
son was not only the ----=.c,,. • 

country itself but also the wit and 
charm of its people: "Their sense of 
humor is so off-beat, it just doesn't con­
form to any rule of thumb." 

The epitome of the verbal double­
take, Irish wit has tickled the world for 
centuries, and much of the country's 
charm derives from the fabulous lore 
of its "Little People"-said to live in the 
lakes, glens, and forests. 

First, there is "Bean Sidhe," a white­
clad woman with a pale face and long 
flowing hair. She floats along above 
the ground, emitting a woefully sad cry 
that can be heard only by persons on 
the occasion of the death of a relative. 

Then, there is "Jacky-the-Lantern," 
alias "Willy-the-Wisp," a shade of a 
misguided human who sold his soul for 
money and was condemned to wander 
through the marshes holding a burning 
wisp. "Puca," in the form of a black 
horse, is said to haunt the areas around 
certain pools and gorges. 

"The Mermaid" and "Each Uisce" 
are two completely different kinds of 
water creatures. Mermaids are either 
fish-tailed or are fully amphibious, 
wearing a seal skin in the water but re­
moving it on land to appear in complete 
human form. "Each Uisce," which in­
habits lakes, is a ferocious-looking crea­
ture fond of horseplay. Most of them 
cannot leave the water, having been 
confined to the lake or river pool by a 
saint or other qualified person. 

But the best known of the "Little 
People" is the Leprechaun-a little 
man about two feet high, clad in bright 
clothing. Usually engaged in making 
shoes for the "Good People," these hu­
manlike fairies live underground and 
strive for peaceful co-existence. Known 
to possess hoards of gold coins, they are 
a good catch, for once you have one, 
he has to share his treasure with you. 



DURING THE PERIOD of history since 
the invention and practical use of 

the printing press, there has been inter­
mittent controversy in regard to the 
nature of the literature that has been 
printed on it. 

Political tyrants have attempted to 
control what could or could not be 
printed and made available to the pub­
lic. In the name of religion, certain 
subjects have been denied freedom of 
expression through the medium of the 
printed word at various times in his­
tory. Those who would limit knowl­
edge and gain control of the thoughts 
and actions of certain individuals have 
also stepped into the picture on occasion 
and have drawn a line stating what 
might and what might not be printed. 

Today, at least in many parts of the 
free world, we find that the freedom of 
the press has reached the point where 
very little restriction exists as to what 
may be printed. In fact, it is so free 
that many feel that what may be said 
about them is reaching the point where 
personal rights are invaded. In the 
name of freedom, almost anyone can 
write and report what he thinks, re­
gardless of the consequences or the 
effects that may be felt by someone else. 

It has been a desire of man in modern 
civilization to be free. Freedom of 
speech, freedom to write, and freedom 
to do what he wants have been con­
sidered synonymous with the heritage 
of liberty to which each human being 
has a right, according to many political 
traditions. It is true that every man 
prides his right to express himself; but 
those who temper this realization of 
right know that a freedom also demands 
an equal responsibility. 

Personal Privilege 

If I buy an automobile with my own 
money and am a reasonably good citi­
zen, then I have the right to drive that 
automobile on public thoroughfares; 
but I do not have the right to use my 
privilege to the detriment of another. 
My right does not give me license to 
ignore the rights of others. Because I 
have an automobile and access to public 
roads does not mean that I can drive 
my car at excessive speeds. Neither do 
I have the right to drive one that is in 
poor mechanical condition. I do not 
have the right to use an automobile in 

<!Iatlytbral <!Inutads 

RESPONSIBILITY AND 
CENSORSHIP 

By CECIL A. PooLE, F. R. C. 

any manner that may threaten the lives 
of others-though it would seem from 
traffic statistics that there are some who 
do not assume this responsibility. 

The responsibility that goes with the 
right of ownership of an automobile and 
the use of public highways places upon 
me a restriction which I should accept 
because this restriction that keeps me 
from doing anything that would en­
danger someone else is reciprocative. It 
also places the responsibility on the 
other person not to perfonn acts that 
would put my life and property in 
jeopardy. Therefore, any right, any 
gift of freedom, also entails the good 
judgment, good sense, and the aware­
ness of the responsibility of the person 
who exercises it. 

Because I have the right to print 
anything that I care to express does not 
permit me to ignore my responsibility 
and print material that will incite riots, 
cause suffering on the part of any in-
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dividual, or present half-truths or out­
right falsehoods that will be detrimental 
to those who are as deserving of free­
dom as I am. I have no more right to 
print such falsehoods or inferences than 
I have to drive a poorly equipped car 
at excessive speed on a crowded high­
way. 

The question of censorship of written 
material is a delicate one. Good taste 
and judgment should be the basis, but 
they are not always practiced. There is 
much discussion today of literature 
claimed to be obscene and not appro­
priate for an indiscriminating public of 
all ages and backgrounds. Still in this 
age in which freedom is emphasized, 
there has been a continual reappearance 
of books forbidden or banned in the 
past. It is evident that today there exists 
a code less rigid and possibly more ex­
pressive of broadmindedness than that 
of some periods of the past. 

When we examine some of the books 
labeled obscene or which have placed 
excessive emphasis upon sex, it is inter­
esting to see that some of them are old 
-many of them very old. It is true that 
recently published books have been ban­
ned, also. Of greater significance, how­
ever, is the reappearance and popularity 
of a number which in the past were 
considered immoral. General acceptance 
of them would seem to indicate that a 
more broadminded society is permitting 
their circulation. The question is 
whether broadmindedness is always 
synonymous with the right, or proper, 
procedure. 

A Social Question 
There is a social question that is 

prevalent in the minds of many as to 
whether individuals, and especially the 
young, are being emotionally handi­
capped as the result of some of the 
literature so readily available today. If 
that is so, if many are emotionally dis­
turbed as a result of reading either 
modern or older writings, then certain 
books should be censored or suppressed. 
Possibly, this conclusion may bear fur­
ther investigation. 

Many writers only report. Their 
reports are based upon their own reac­
tions, it is true, but many report only 
the actual phenomena of human be­
havior. Writers who have written books 
that have been considered obscene and 
have had their books censored have de-
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fended themselves on the basis that 
they only reported what already existed. 
Therefore, it may be worth considering 
as a possibility that in spite of the fact 
that promiscuous conduct seems to be 
more prevalent now than in some other 
ages, it is not the books that produce the 
conduct. It is, rather, that the conduct 
produces the books. 

The world is not substantially better 
or worse for much of the literature that 
has been published; but, certainly, we 
live in an age that takes a free and easy 
attitude toward human behavior and is 
not too much concerned with social sta­
tistics. The rate of illegitimacy and 
divorce has shown some upward trend, 
but not an extremely alarming one. 
Whether literature has had anything 
to do with the trend is difficult to say. 

For a considerable period of time, the 
thinking of the Western world was 
dominated by a puritanical sense that 
did not permit the freedom of thought 
and action that is common today. Now 
we have gone to the other extreme, and 
freedom of thought and action is prev­
alent. The world seems to be no better 
or worse as the result, and probably 
the pendulum will swing again to a 
time when puritanical philosophies will 
be dominant. 

The point is that we are not going 
to control human behavior by censor­
ing speech and writing. What is needed 
is for every human being to be taught 
his own responsibility. He must be 
made to realize that the full meaning 
of freedom is not the freedom that per­
mits him to interefere in any way with 
other human existence, that freedom is 
a sacred trust that permits each to live 
to the fullest extent of his potentialities. 

The Cathedral of the Soul 
is a Cosmic meeting place for advanced and 
spiritually developed members of the Rosicru­
cian Order. It is the focal point of cosmic 
radiations of health, peace, happiness, and inner 
awakening. During every day, periods for 
special attunements are designated when cosmic 
benefits of a specific nature mar be received. 
Nonmembers as well as Rosicrucian students 
mar participate in the Cathedral Contacts. 
Liber 777, a booklet describing the Cathedral 
and its several periods, will be sent to nonmem­
bers requesting it. Address Scribe S. P. C., 
Rosicrucian Park, San lose, California 95114, 
stating that you are not a member of the Order 
and enclosing 5 cents to cover mailing. 



THE JUBILEE MEMORY of this unique 
conclave will never fade away: It 

will live forever in the minds and hearts 
of one thousand five hundred and two 
Rosicrucian students who participated 
in the largest assembly ever held, on 
August 6. 7, and 8, at The Royal York 
Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Fra­
ternal love, genuine happiness, and 
divine inspiration permeated the entire 
convention. 

And so for those who could not attend 
in person but participated in spirit, I 
shall paint this picture story. The name 
of this painting could be Illumination 
by Personal Development. 

Throughout 5 convocations, 6 classes, 
4 films, 1 forum, 1 mystical allegory, 3 
demonstrations, and 3 administration 
sessions, students learned how to 
awaken and develop latent, personal 
faculties in order to gain illumination. 

Official At 8:00 p.m., Friday, Au­
Opening gust 6, students from 19 

countries assembled in the 
beautiful Canadian Room for the Official 
Opening of the 1965 Convention of 
AMORC. Background music and seven 
lovely floral arrangements enhanced the 
setting's charm. One of the arrange­
ments, Fifty Red Roses, was sent by 
Soror Marty Lewis in memory of the 
first Imperator, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, 
on the occasion of this Fiftieth Anni­
versary of the present cycle of the 
Order, which he founded. 

Supreme Colombe Judy Hille, Su­
J)reme Temple, Rosicrucian Park, led 
the ritualistic processional composed of 
28 Colombes. They encircled the au­
dience, bearing their lighted candles, 
and then took their places at the front. 

The convention was called to order 
by Frater Harold P. Stevens, Grand 
Councilor for Eastern Canada and West­
em New York. He introduced the 
Imperator, Frater Ralph M. Lewis, who 
extended a sincere welcome on behalf 
of the Supreme Grand Lodge. The 
Imperator traced the traditional and 
chronological history of the Order, cit­
ing the outstanding events that led to 
the beginning of the first cycle of the 
Order in North America. 

The Co-Chairman, Inspector General 
Bruce Quan, welcomed all to Toronto; 
and the Chairman, Frater Chris. R. 
Warnken, Grand Regional Administra­
tor, extended greetings on behalf of 

JOANNA P. STEWART, F. R. C. 
Convention Secretary 

Rosicrucian 
International 
Convention -1965 

Golden Anniversary 
High Lights 

Grand Lodge on "this memorable oc­
casion of the Golden Jubilee of our be­
loved Order in its second cycle." 

It was moved by Soror Helen E. 
Jackson, New York City, New York, 
and seconded by Soror Eva Marie 
Venske, San Luis Obispo, California, 
that the Suggested Rules for the 1965 
Rosicrucian Convention be adopted as 
circulated. The motion was carried. 

The following officials were pre­
sented: Frater Arthur C. Piepenbrink, 
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Supreme Secretary; Soror Gladys Lewis, 
Member, Board of Directors; Frater 
Rodman R. Clayson, Grand Master; 
Frater Harvey Miles, Grand Secretary; 
and Frater James R. Whitcomb, Grand 
Treasurer. 

Then followed the introduction of the 
Grand Councilors, the largest number 
ever to attend a convention: Frater 
Joseph J. Weed, North Atlantic States; 
Frater Camp Ezell, Southwestern States; 
Frater J. Leslie Williams, Wes tern 
Canada and Northwestern States; 
Frater Sergio Sanfeliz Rea, Venezuela; 
Frater Harry L. Gubbins, East Central 
States; Frater George E. Meeker, Ohio 
and Western Pennsylvania; Frater 
Harold P. Stevens, Eastern Canada and 
Western New York; Frater George 
Fenzke, West Central States; and Frater 
Clifford Abrahams, Caribbean Area. 

Next, Dr. Stephen L. S. Kowron of 
Australia, Dr. Werner Kron of Ger­
many, and 10 Inspectors General were 
presented. 

Cabled greetings from around the 
world came from: Frater Cecil A. 
Poole, Vice-President and Supreme 
Treasurer of AMORC, and Soror Poole; 
Frater Raymond Bernard, Grand Mas­
ter of AMORC France, and French­
speaking AMORC members; Grand 
Lodge of Germany; Aruba, N. A., 
Chapter; Inspector General for Austral­
ia; Commonwealth Administration Of­
fice, Bognor Regis, Sussex, England; 
Logio Cosmos, Tijuana, Mexico; Grand 
Lodge of Brazil; Durban, South Africa; 
Roland E. Vigo, Australasia Admini­
stration; Lemuria Pronaos, Perth, West 
Australia; Carlos Nunez A., Mexico; 
Kepher-Ra Club, San Jose; Salisbury 
Chapter, Southern Rhodesia. A letter 
from Soror Marty Lewis, expressing 
her love and sentiments on this glorious 
anniversary, was read by the Supreme 
Secretary. 

Prior to the Official Opening, seven 
officers from the Supreme and Grand 
Lodge granted 130 interviews. Later 
the lmperator commented, "We know 
many of you now as personalities." 

Class This was the opportunity for 
Reviews students to refresh their 

memories, participate in ex­
ercises, and receive answers to their 
questions. Frater Chris. R. Warnken 
encouraged 500 neophytes to strive dili­
gently to master the essential experi-
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ments. Frater James R. Whitcomb re­
minded students that the first three 
Temple Degrees contain the basic prin­
ciples of the Order's teachings. He urged 
all to review these monographs period­
ically and apply the principles in 
everyday living. Frater Harvey Miles 
told those of the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth 
Temple Degrees that the mind is the 
supreme power of man's being and that 
they should apply the principles of 
health and practice the breathing exer­
cises and experiments. Frater Rodman 
R. Clayson reviewed the Seventh, 
Eighth, and Ninth Temple Degrees, 
with special emphasis on the glands; 
and Frater Arthur C. Piepenbrink dis­
cussed projection and immortality. Stu­
dents must draw upon their intuitive 
knowledge and learn to apply it, he 
stated. 

The lmperator, Frater Ralph M. 
Lewis, presided over the largest group 
of students ever assembled for review 
of the Twelfth Temple Degree. He dis­
cussed the highest principles of the 
teachings, the essence of which were 
then portrayed in a ritual drama pre­
sented by the San Jose Grand Lodge 
officers. 

Films Films, presented and pro­
and Forum duced by the Rosicrucian 

Order, AMORC, and nar­
rated by the Imperator, were well 
attended. The God Concept, slides deal­
ing with man's development from 
primitive times, emphasized that the 
belief in the Oneness of God can free 
man from the bondage of hate, fear, 
war, and all the other negative aspects 
of life which man himself has created. 

Temple Decorum, presenting the Su­
preme Temple and including many 
views of Rosicrucian Park, depicted the 
rituals as performed in the temple. 
Harmonium illustrated how the Rosi­
crucian can bring health and vitality 
to the body by maintaining an har­
monious condition. 

The premiere showing of AMORC's 
newest film, Romance of the Rose and 
Cross, was a final event. As this 
historical romance of the Order's de­
velopment and expansion unfolded, we 
were made even prouder of our Order's 
international solidarity and more aware 
that we must strive for greater accom­
plishments during the next fifty years. 

The open forum conducted by a panel 



of Grand Lodge officers was, as always, 
stimulating and helpful. The Impera­
tor stated that the Order is more widely 
recognized than ever before and called 
attention to the new, revised edition of 
Rosicrucian Questions and Answers 
with Complete History of the Rosicru­
cian Order, which is now available 
from the Rosicrucian Supply Bureau. 

Science Two lectures, "The 
Demonstrations Human Aura" and 

"Sound Vibrations," 
complete with visual aids, were de­
livered by Frater Erwin W atermeyer, 
Director of the Technical Department 
at San Jose. The entire body of stu­
dents participated in the vital experi­
ments during both demonstrations. 

Administration Many problems and 
Sessions questions relating to 

Rosicrucian pronaoi, 
chapters, and lodges were resolved in 
these sessions, and both officers and stu­
dents were urged to refer often to the 
Administrative Folio. 

The Grand Master clarified questions 
pertaining to ritualistic matters. Vari­
ous Historic Documents in the official 
files since 1915 were described. 

In her address, "The Voice of Con­
science," Soror Josephine Warnken, 
Colombe Counselor in San Jose, stated 
that a Colombe, the guardian of the 
flame, must possess noble characteristics 
and the spirit of sacrifice. 

Approximately 30 Extension Volun­
teers exchanged views on problems re­
lated to modern extension activity, 
including the taped radio program 
series, the best approach to broadcasters, 
the most suitable type of station, the 
favorable change in the public's attitude 
toward the Order, the proper selection 
of literature, and the necessity for 
more individual effort. 

Convocations More than 550 students 
attended each of the 

five mystical convocations. Frater 
Harold P. Stevens' message was on 
"Contemplation." In his lecture, "The 
Ray of Hope," Frater George Fenzke 
asked, "What is your personal highest 
hope? Is it limited or cosmic?" Frater 
Joseph J. Weed stressed that good 
thoughts can be sent as a benediction 
into the world, and Frater Harry L. 
Gubbins declared that Rosicrucians 

A rare photograph of Dr. H. Spencer Lewis 
from an early film. 

have a responsibility for leadership in 
their community. Frater George E. 
Meeker reminded students that they 
can experience peace and true brother­
hood only when they become aware of 
their at-one-ness with their fellow man. 

Banquet and The banquet and Rose 
Rose Ball Ball provided fun and 

relaxation for members, 
their families, and their friends. The 
high light of the evening was the scintil­
lating music on the Hammond Organ 
by Soror Rosa Rio, who with her hus­
band flew from Connecticut to the con­
vention to add musical harmony to the 
Golden Anniversary. The Rose Ball, 
sponsored by the Colombes, delighted 
one and all. 

"The Secret Members of Toronto 
Assembly" Lodge presented an al-

legorical play portray­
ing the pilgrim in search of illumination. 
In the allegory, the conductor led the 
pilgrim to the Inner Temple, where he 
learned that he must possess peace, love, 
harmony, kindness, and health in order 
to receive illumination. Beyond the In­
ner Temple, he learned he must travel 
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alone in search of his own divinity. 
When he discovers that, the allegory 
alleged, he will realize that he is the 
reflection of his own image. 

Official At the closing session, the 
Closing Imperator declared that this 

year's convention was out­
standing. "What an inspiration this 
magnificent assemblage would have 
been to Dr. H. Spencer Lewis if he had 
been here to witness the fruits of his 
efforts," he commented. He expressed 
his gratitude and that of all from the 

'v 

T HE familiar obelisk with its two 
guardian sphinxes has changed its 

location in Rosicrucian Park-not by 
means of teleportation but by giant 
crane. Sidewalk superintendents had a 
field day during the process, and 
AMORC's staff came out at intervals 
for look-sees, too-even Edi tori al. 
Things have settled into shape again, 
and now, at the Park-W. Taylor corner, 
one sees beyond the pylons the obelisk 
and its flanking sphinxes, still beckon­
ing the passer-by for a closer look. 

'v /:::,. 'v 
AMORC's studio has been the scene 

of great activity recently, for Frater 
John Mee, Director of Cinematography, 
has been filming a sequence of Takahiko 
Mikami's brush painting instructions. 
These will be released for educational 
purposes later. Mr. Mikami has been a 
popular exhibitor in the Rosicrucian 
Art Gallery for quite a few years. 

'v /:::,. 'v 
San Jose Postmaster, William H. 

Lawrence, spoke on the 4th anniversary 
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Grand Lodge to the faithful officials and 
the excellent committees who had made 
the convention possible. 

The Chairman, Frater Chris. R. 
Warnken, bade all farewell and ex­
pressed the Order's wishes for Peace 
Profound. 

And as the students of LIGHT, LIFE, 
and LOVE departed, each knew in his 
own heart that his personal develop­
ment and illumination would grow in 
direct proportion to his devotion to the 
teachings of the Rosicrucian Order. 

'v 

of Nationwide Improved Mail Service 
to a group of the area's best customers. 
A jolly way to start the day, said he, is 
to mail a letter-if you mail early, 
chances for early delivery are better! 

Incidentally, the Postmaster said the 
Rosicrucian Order is the largest single 
user of the Post Office. It surpasses by 
a large majority the second largest and 
has done so for many years. Its publi­
cations go to all parts of the world. 

'v /:::,. 'v 
World-wide Rosicrucian activity con­

tinues unabatedly. Recent word from 
the German Grand Lodge advises of the 
formation of two new pronaoi-the 
Pythagoras Pronaos at Trogen, Switzer­
land, and the Descartes Pronaos at Saar­
briicken, Germany-and even now plans 
are under way for the establishment of 
a pronaos at Graz/Steiermark, Austria. 

We have heard, too, that the German 
translation of Unto Thee I Grant (Fer­
nostliche Lebensweisheiten) has been 
enjoying a good early sale. (Obtainable 
from the German Grand Lodge, 12 DM 
= $2.96.) 

'v /:::,. 'v 
Johannes Kelpius Lodge (Boston, 

Massachusetts) writes that it has sched­
uled increased activities in the fall, with 
a public lecture in October and an 
Orientation discourse planned for No­
vember. The lodge is looking for new 
quarters in a better location and with 
better facilities for parking-so, per­
haps, the excitement of moving is im­
minent, too. 



THE FAMILY is concerned with all the 
great crises of life. It is the centre of 

the most intimate relationships. In it 
are enacted the greatest events imagi­
nable to mankind: birth, marriage, 
death, and the initiation of children into 
society. 

This key association is being sub­
jected to strain and stress in a changing 
world. . . . The mobility given us by 
science in space, on land, and in work, 
has brought with it mobility of thought 
and desire, with consequent fragility of 
assurance and loss of safe anchorage. 

More important than these results of 
science has been the surge toward de­
mocracy. In the old time family the 
father was the sole economic provider, 
the religious leader, the ruler, protector 
and lawgiver. As we have tended to­
ward political democracy there has 
grown up a desire for democracy in the 
home, and democracy is a very difficult 
way of life. It requires not only rules 
of behaviour but unselfishness, good 
temper, forgiveness, tolerance and 
humour .... 

Prominent Factors 
The prominent factors in the com­

panionship family of today are: demon­
stration of affection, the sharing of 
experiences, mutual confiding, sharing 
in the making of decisions, and gradual 
but quick growth of children into ac­
ceptance of adult responsibilities. 
Throughout all this the family- must try 
to maintain the ideals, standards and 
sanctions which the past has found to 
be good and which the present believes 
valid .... 

People do not come to marriage like 
newly-hatched chickens. Each one has 
a history which colours life .... Every 
human relationship has problems, and 
marriage is no exception. For example, 
on this continent today many families 
might with truth be called child-centred. 
As Dr. Stuart E. Rosenberg, Rabbi of 
Beth Tzedec Congregation in Toronto, 
wrote in The Road to Confidence: "The 
'cult of the child' has reached such 
proportions that in many ways our 
children are no longer children. They 
are wilful dictators, pint-sized Caesars, 
little Napoleons, who have become the 
important decision-makers of family 
life." 

It is, of course, easy to poke fun at 
earnest mothers and fathers who come 

The Family 
1n Changing 
Society 
together to study the psychology of the 
child, but it is not right to do so unless 
they lose their sense of proportion. 
People who have a healthy respect for 
themselves, who think sensibly about 
themselves, are quite right in seeking to 
extend their knowledge so as to encom­
pass the needs of their children in this 
new sort of world. . . . 

Up until not so very long ago women 
walked in very narrow paths set for 
them in remote ages. Their revelation 
to themselves as persons has done more 
than the Industrial Revolution and auto­
mation to give a new aspect to all their 
relations. Today, they are pulled in 
many different directions, free to make 
choices about many important things 
formerly decided for them by others. 

Victorian age men thought they were 
flattering their wives as well as wrig­
gling free from a duty they did not like 
when they made their wives subcon­
tractors for cultural activities. Subur­
ban wives of this age resent being 
regarded as merely decorative additions 
in the home or cultural representatives 
in the community .... There is a wide­
spread idea that labour-saving devices 
have relieved women from the laborious 
treadmill of housekeeping, and that 
women should be content with their 
new-found leisure. Despite the aids to 
housework provided by inventors, there 
remain a thousand trivial tasks quite 
unworthy of an educated woman's 
ability and training. 

This raises two important points: 
there is a split between what a wife is 
capable of doing and what society has 
made available for her to do; and at the 
same time the change raises a great 
problem in the training of children be­
cause the discipline of working together 
in household tasks and of playing to­
gether in the family circle have been 
lost. 

A wife cannot devote herself wholly 
to husband and children, but they are 
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still her first and most important re­
sponsibility. She is still the hub of the 
family. She is still the centre of educa­
tion. She must be patient, loving and 
understanding. She must be strong 
enough to bear the weight of family 
troubles, while retaining her glamour 
and attractiveness .... Most discussion 
of home-making seems to refer to wives, 
but husbands also have responsibilities 
in the home. In times of strain and 
uncertainty the husband's role takes on 
undoubted significance .... In our west­
ern culture of today the patriarchal 
powers are largely dissipated, but the 
father still stands as the symbolic head 
of the family. One of his difficulties is 
that while he is still held responsible 
he is expected to share his authority 
among all members of the family .... 
A man's experience in the competitive 
world of business does not prepare him 
to participate in the home as husband 
and father. He does not enter readily 
into the children's world of fantasy. He 
finds difficulty in "make believe" games 
such as a tea party with imaginary cups 
and cookies. Because his realistic values 
cannot be carried into the home, he 
tries to develop the idea of the division 
of labour to the point where he earns 
the money and his wife brings up the 
family. 

That does not work out well. A 
woman can provide the heart values in 
family life, but she cannot train her 
sons in the special male attitudes neces­
sary to their success as men, nor can 
she provide the training for sons or 

daughters that provides a link between 
the oneness of the family and the gre­
gariousness of the wide world. 

There is another reason why hus­
bands need to participate in family life: 
their emotional security is in the home. 
The contact with many sorts of people 
and events in factory or office makes a 
man wish for a haven where he may 
ease his mind and spirits. Here is a 
split equally worrisome as his wife's 
division between what she is capable of 
doing and the outlets provided for her. 
The husband has plenty of outlets, what 
he needs is a place to recuperate. 

If parents have their troubles, so have 
their adolescent children. It is part of 
youth to be vigorous, flexible and en­
thusiastic, and sometimes these lead a 
boy or a girl into what has been labelled 
"adolescent rebellion." 

As children reach adolescence the 
parents are charged with handling their 
changing status in such a way as to 
cope with the problems of individuals 
without allowing any open breach to 
occur in family solidarity. 

Children should be helped to grow 
from stage to stage in confidence, skill, 
affection, responsibility and understand­
ing, expanding their thoughts year by 
year and, during the crucial period, 
from month to month. Don't give them 
cut flowers instead of teaching them to 
grow their own plants. 

Children are maturing when they be­
gin to think through the tangle of their 
conflicting desires and the perplexity of 
conflicting advice toward a set of per-
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sonal convictions of good and bad, right 
and wrong. Their assumption of respon­
sibility and freedom should be gradual. 
While pulling away from the close as­
sociation of the family they should have 
at the same time a feeling of increased 
importance and significance in the 
family group. 

How are children to be guided 
through the surges that accompany 
their search for independence, and into 
the age when they realize the need for 
interdependence, except by principles 
they have imbibed in the family circle? 
How are they to take over from their 
parents-as they must do-the duty of 
self observation and character training 
unless they are given gradually increas­
ing responsibility? If you feed an in­
fant who is already capable of feeding 
himself you are putting love of power 
before the child's welfare. Children who 
are not taught to assume responsibility 
will remain dependent until they are 
in a position to rebel. . . . If we are to 
lead young people into maturity in such 
a way that they bypass delinquency 
there are certain qualities that we must 
have and display. These include sin­
cerity, shared experience, unselfishness, 
kindness, humour, gladness and cour­
tesy .... 

Sincerity in family living carries 
with it the best sort of sympathy, which 
is the quality of reproducing in our own 
minds the feelings of another person, 
whether of indignation, love or appro­
bation. Genuine deep sympathy is 
characteristic of all that is noblest in 
human beings. Everywhere, but par­
ticularly in the family, it should go be­
yond "How can I show fellow-feeling?" 
to "How can I help?" . . . Another 
quality needed is unselfishness. People 
should learn from childhood that to be 
dubbed selfish is the worst thing pos­
sible. A self-centred person is con­
scious only of his own unsatisfied needs, 
whereas the unselfish member of the 
family expands through all other mem­
bers to touch life at a multitude of 
points. 

A Place for Gladness 
The home is a place for gladness. It 

isn't enough to feed and clothe the chil­
dren and send them to school. They 
need some poetry in their lives, some 
inspiration. If parents have been effec-

tive in coping with the ills of the family 
the:r are equally obligated to show joy 
on Joyous occasions and to think smil­
ing thoughts as the background of their 
actions. 

This may seem to some to be flimsy 
counsel, but it is pertinent because its 
acceptance will put us in the mood to 
meet even unexpected challenges 
serenely. Everyone, young and old, is 
plagued by the conflict of two genera­
tions. We need to realize-hard though 
it may be-that customs which were 
right twenty or fifty years ago do not 
fit the young people of today. The en­
vironment has changed. 

There are few gifts that one person 
can give to another as rich as friendly 
understanding. This sometimes entails, 
but does not always demand, the giving 
of advice. It is necessary to take into 
account the point of view, the motives 
and the prevailing folkways of young 
people. Adolescents are likely to be 
bored by their grandparents' tales of 
how they got up at four o'clock in the 
morning to milk the cows and how they 
squeezed nickels so as to buy a book. It 
is trying enough to be laughed at, but 
much more afflicting to be yawned at. 

Courtesy, of course, would require 
the children to listen patiently, but it 
also requires grown-ups to talk in terms 
of the children's interests. Their supe­
rior knowledge should be blended with 
gentleness and free of arrogance. 

There are few prerogatives in family 
life, prerogative meaning a right with­
out corresponding duty. To learn of 
the obligation to be useful and to bear 
one's share of the load is one of life's 
great lessons. 

There are many possible changes in 
the family circumstances which may 
make it necessary for individual mem­
bers to alter their own ways of life. 
There may be a change in the place of 
residence; a change in the father's em­
ployment; a change due to the mother's 
taking employment outside the home; 
unemployment of any member, particu­
larly the f_a!her; sickness or disability; 
death; add1t10ns _to the household; delin­
quency of a family member. 

All of these call for the utmost ex­
pression of loyalty from every person 
in the family, not only in words but in 
deeds. There needs to be a spirit of give 
and take, of rallying round, with readi-
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ness to make adjustments in personal 
habits .... There is no more effectual 
way of clearing one's mind of any sub­
ject than by talking it over, and in the 
family council everyone has the oppor­
tunity to talk through problems to a 
decision. Without the ebb and flow of 
conflicting opinions and tensions there 
would be no progress made toward 
eradicating old evils or opening up new 
frontiers. The function of the family 
council is to make possible the orderly 
management of tensions, and to assure 
dissenters of a hearing and sincere con­
sideration of their points of view. . . . 
Long-accepted ideas are not sacred to 
a new generation. Every new wave of 
youth selects from the old and forms a 

A Gift to You ... 
You need only subscribe---or resubscribe 

-to the Rosicrucian Digest for six 

months, at the usual rate of $1.90 (14/­
sterling), and this discourse will be sent 

to you as a gift.• Just send your sub­

scription and remittance to the name 

and address below. . .. 

new pattern of its own. It faces new 
pressures and new problems, and the 
way in which it adapts to the changing 
character of the age reflects in part the 
stage of civilization through which it 
is passing .... 

Wisdom probably consists in making 
such changes as are needed at any par­
ticular time and in never making greater 
changes than are needed. Fidelity in 
family life is neither the lethargy of 
custom nor the commotion of change, 
but the sense of oneness that uses imag­
ination to liven it and the putting forth 
of effort to build it day by day. 

The Royal Bank of Canada Monthly Letter, 
July, 1963 

Karmic Justice 
Is there a justice that exacts penalties 
at some distant time from those 
who violate all laws of decency but 
escape punishment now? Are the 
good luck and fortune of some people 
a reward for something they have 
done in another life? Must we sub­
mit to misfortune as a divine punish­
ment, or can it be mitigated in some 
way? Learn the truth about the im­
mutable law of cosmic compensation, 
known as karma. Write today for 
the free discourse entitled "Karmic 
Justice," which in simple and fas­
cinating style explains these cosmic 
laws of our universe. 

ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST • San Jose, California 95114 • U. S. A. 

*This offer does not apply to member11 ol AMORC, who already rer.elve the Rosierurian Di11eal 85 part ol 
their mernberl'ihip. - )Ii 

[ 396] 

THE PARTHENON 
One of the seven wonders of the world! The exquisite architecture of the Parthenon 

in Athens tells a fascinating story in stone. Notwithstanding its destruction and recon­
struction, it symbolizes the beginning of the great civilization and culture of the West. 
It portrays the ancient Greek ideal of freedom of thought and intellectual adventure 
and incorporates the vision of a truly great society, which men today hope to regain 
and preserve. 

(Photo by AMORC) 





( Photo by AMO RC) 

ANCIENT STATESMAN'S TOMB 
Adjoining the second Great Pyramid at Gizeh, Egypt, that of Pharaoh Chephren, 

is this mortuary temple of his Vizier, or Prime Minister. The mummified remains of 
this dignitary have long since been removed, but the interior chambers of the structure 
are well preserved. Chephren was the brother of Cheops, to whom the building of the 
Great Pyramid is credited. 
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you search your face you will realize 
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control. The control of the glands can 
mean the control of your life. 
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Scientifically Correct 

YouR HOME will be your labora­
tory. In its privacy you can 
conduct explorations into the 
conscious and subconscious 
minds. Simple instructions . . . 
fascinating experiments similar to 

those used by outstanding research­
ers into the realm of the human 
consciousness and intelligence. 

Exercises in imagination, visuali­
zation, extrasensory perception, 
mental telepathy, reasoning, illu­
sions, judgment ... and other in­
triguing subjects of mind. 

Simple Fascinating 

• Hours of fun, instruction, and useful advice 
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This laboratory kit (box di-
mensions are II" x IS" x 2") ONLY 
contains everything you need 
-apparatus, charts, guidebook, $7 .50 
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TWENTIETH­
CENTURY 
SPECTATOR 

To Rosicrucians, the vibratory nature of 
the universe, which observed phenomena in 
the physical universe have begun to confirm, 
has long been apparent. The change of the 
seasons, the contrast of daylight and dark­
ness, and even the pulsation of his own heart­
beat long ago suggested to man the alternation 
of waves, or cycles, of change. The rise and 
fall of ocean tides and the rhythm of waves 
on the beach seemed to confirm the vibratory 
nature of all manifestation. 

The invention of the telescope and the 
microscope extended man's ability to observe 
the workings of nature toward both extremes 
of manifestation. In both areas, the vibratory 
nature of the universe appeared to be con­
firmed. Cosmic waves, light waves, radio 
waves, and sound waves gradually fitted into 
the scheme as did the theories based upon 
observation of the structure of matter. 

Research is far from complete, however, 
and recent evidence of a general tendency in 
nature toward waves, or vibrations, has been 
reported in two separate areas of investiga­
tion. Scientists participating in a seven-year 
study of the Great Lakes, sponsored by the 
United States Public Health Service, reported 

that internal waves in Lake Michigan reach as 
high as 40 feet during summer months. How­
ever, these waves are little more than a ripple 
on the surface. The giant waves, previously 
known to exist in the oceans, are believed to 
be the result of temperature differences be­
tween layers of water. In addition, the ob­
servers reported a current flow at depths of 
as much as 800 feet and a rotation of currents 
in circles of up to three quarters of a mile in 
diameter. 

While oceanographers were studying the 
wave action of Lake Michigan, astronomers 
were evaluating evidence that the universe 
may also be subject to waves, or pulsations, 
but of a much longer duration, or frequency, 
than heretofore postulated. Dr. Allan Sandage, 
of Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories 
in California, has reported apparent clues 
that our universe may explode and shrink in 
a cosmic pulsation once every 82 billion years. 

In contrast to a "steady-state" theory of the 
universe, the "big bang" theory, based on 
observations of new radio and light sources, 
holds that all matter once was in one place 
and was hurled outward by a gigantic explo­
sion some 12 billion years ago.-L 
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