OSICRUCIAN

g 970 DIGEST

Peaturing:
o Mysticism
¢ Science

* The Arts

vV AV

Social Evolution

Relation of inner
and outer worlds

vV AV

Setting the
Untouchables
Free

Gandhi and the
caste system

v AV

Heve Month:

On Being Creative




Take the Guesswork




What lies behind all existence? Is every-
thing a product of supernatural design?
Are humans shifted about by an arbitrary
will like pieces on a chessboard? Or does
a stupendous energy, without reference
to purpose, bring about a ceaseless trans-
formation from atoms to stars and to life
itself?

Mind—Order—Energy—may these not
be summed up in one word: Conscious-
ness? Behind all a Universal Conscious-
ness, impersonal, eternal. It composes the
order of matter, the sensitivity of life, and
that personal awareness that is Self.

This is a new age! It is time to recon-
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THE ESTABLISHMENT

HE WORD establishment has become

a cliché for the existing customs of
society and many of its traditions.
Among certain of the youth it is used
as an opprobrium to represent all that
which in their opinion constitutes the
evil and ohsolete practices of modern
society.

The extremist element attacks the
institutions of society and is loud in its
condemnation of them and seeks to
overthrow them. However, in the
majority of instances they have not
come forward with any rational plan
of replacement of that which they pro-
test. Revolution in itself is not evil; at
times it becomes necessary to remove
a condition which is destructive to man-
kind. Even the application of force as
a last resort in revolution is necessary
where reason is ineffectual to correct an
obvious wrong. But revolution must
have its positive side, as well. It must
not only remove an existing condition
but also replace it with something
remedial or better, or else it, too, is
basically nefarious in its function.

Are there grounds for youth’s re-
bellion against the establishment? Con-
sider the big, corporate industries, the
free enterprise system. Their basic
purpose is the profit incentive—profit
for the corporation and its myriad
stockholders. Whether this is socially
wrong as an objective of society is a
controversial matter and one of political
ideology. It has never been shown that
capitalism is inherently a false system
any more than absolute socialism has
been proven a one-hundred percent
virtue.

Where the realistic criticism lies, and
which is voiced by many youthful and
thoughtful protesters, is that the profit
incentive has been made a goal by the
establishment at the sacrifice of nearly
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all else. It is declared that the whole
ecology, the human environment, and
the earth’s natural resources are being
sacrificed to this sole end of securing a
profit. )

Even if a corporation functions
according to the existing laws to which
it is subject, that is not sufficient. In
other words, a mere legal operation is
not enough. An industry, a business,
has not just a legal obligation to society;
there is also an ethical and moral
obligation. What is it doing to replace
in society, in environment, what it has
converted of natural resources to its
own, specific, material ends? The pay-
ment of taxes—that, again, is just a
legal imposition. Further, such taxes
in most instances do not mitigate the
often ruthless waste and destruction
which an industry may force upon its
environment and thereby upon society.

Large Cities

Nearly 2500 years ago Aristotle said:
“Neither must we suppose that any one
of its citizens belongs to himself, for
they belong to the state and are each
of them a part of the state, and the care
of each part is inseparable from the
care of the whole.” Why should it not
be incumbent upon the establishment,
business, industry, commerce to further
an ideal which definitely contributes
to the betterment of the whole society?
Why should not their enterprise be
subject to investigation from its very
beginning as to its possible impact upon
the environment, upon the welfare of
mankind? Why must there be no con-
sideration of such activity until pollu-
tion and ecological damage reach an
obviously catastrophic proportion?

There are numerous examples of the
lack of foresight or even malicious in-
difference to the impending damage to



environmental conditions on the part
of commerce and business. Today we
hear loud lamentations about the
degeneracy of large cities and how they
have become breeding places for the
virulent conditions of crime, disease,
and the multiple pollutions of the
essentials to life. It was only a few
years ago—and it still exists in many
cities—that it was a practice to cam-
paign for increasing the local popula-
tion of cities. Chambers of Commerce
sent out elaborate pictorial folders (and
still do) to industries in other areas,
lauding the advantages to industries if
they would but move to their area.
They send out lecturers who exhibit
motion pictures and slides across the
nation to industries for the purpose of
enticing them to move into their city’s
boundaries.

Motivation of Profit

The local news media are equally
responsible. They boast in therr
editorials that their community will
have a million or two million popula-
tion before the turn of the century, or
even in the next decade! Yet, in the
same press will be news articles de-
lineating all of the ultimate, noxious
effects of such a population explosion
being already felt in other cities. They
relate traffic tie-ups, ghettos, school
shortages, influx of crime, poverty, and
disease. Frankly, it is often the motiva-
tion of profit incentive without the
consideration of its consequences or
realistic idealism, that accounts for
these things. The bringing into a com-
munity of more and larger industries
means, of course, more taxes as also
does the influx of individual property
owners.

Even more insidious is the fact that
some city managers have a contract
with their city which stipulates that
their salary increase is contingent upon
the growth of the population of their
city. The theory underlying this is that
the greater the expansion of the
community, the greater is their re-
sponsibility—for which they must be
compensated! It is apparent that with
many such individuals an effort to
annex nearby towns to their city and
to bring in an influx of people and
industry is strictly a personal advantage

regardless of its deleterious effects upon
society as a whole. Again we quote
appropriately from Aristotle: “A great
aty is not to be confounded with a
populous one.”

Environment

Modern youth observes that at many
universities and in the technological
training being offered today the ob-
jective stressed is one of material
success for the individual. This is
construed as meaning receiving a posi-
tion with one of the larger industries
at an excellent salary with the potential
for further increases. But at what cost?
The outside, physical world—the one
surrounding the personal lives and jobs
of the individuals—is crumbling. Forests
are being denuded or their growth
affected by air and water pollution.
Raw materials are being depleted.
Scenic areas are giving way to the
construction of dams to supply water
for increasing population and industrial
requirements. VWhat, then, is the estab-
lis%ment offering? A higher education,
greater pay, and a miserable world in
which man and his offspring may live.

So imbued with the concept that
money, alone, justifies and will com-
pensate for all else are some of the
industrial executives that they are
actually blind to their insulting pro-
posals to conservatives and the realists
of society. For example, the oil drilling
off the coast of Southern California
caused a tremendous leakage that
blighted miles of magnificent beaches.
It also destroyed thousands of birds
and other wildlife in a most appalling
way. It caused millions of dollars of
damage to home properties along the
beach front and to private boats. Not-
withstanding the protests of thousands
of indignant citizens in the area, the
Government has given permission for
further drilling, and further leakage
has also recently occurred.

When the justifiable hue and cry
came forth against the continued drill-
ing by a certain oil company in the
same area, the principal executive made
a fatuous reply. He offered to allow
the city to share in the profits that
would be made! In other words, let the
populace sacrifice the beauty of their
beaches, allow the sea to be polluted by
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further potential leakage, and denude
the area of wildlife by destroying its
environment—all in consideration of the
payment of dollars!

It was so apparent again that the
profit incentive excluded any and all
other idealism—the aesthetic and hu-
manitarian. All such were adumbrated
by the proferred monetary compensa-
tion. Such was intended to placate and
satisfy all of the people’s interests.

We cannot hope to extricate ourselves
from the conditions in which society
finds itself until the establishment
adopts a new idealism, one that at least
circumvents and controls yet does not
destroy the profit incentive. Perhaps
Aristotle centuries ago summed up this
necessary ideal: “And the state is the
union of families and villages in perfect
and self-sufficing life, by which we
mean a happy and honorable life.”
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Setting the Untouchables Free

by WiLriam C. SmitH

Gandhi and the caste system

rloedoeddndddsdddd b b b i s oot b b b

MOHANDAS K. GanpHI was a leader in
India’s drive to gain independence.
This destined liberator of India was
born October 21, 1869, in Porbandar,
a small principality on India’s west
coast. While the process of loosening
British bonds was going on, Gandhi
also managed to gain freedom for
millions of his fellow men who were
weighted down by the shackles of un-
touchability.

For a long time India had been under
the domination of a rigid caste system.
There were four castes: the Brahmans,
or priests; the Kshatriyas, or warriors;
the Vaisyas, or merchants and farmers;
and the Sudras, or craftsmen. Then,

below these four castes were the un-
touchables.

The development of the caste system
goes far back. As the years rolled
along, the system became increasingly
rigid. A person’s status in life was
rigidly determined and he could do
nothing to change it.

The untouchables were free men long
ago. They belonged to an aboriginal
race which was conquered by the
Dravidians before the bearers of Aryan
culture arrived. They remained outside
of the social systems of both of these
more advanced groups.

Untouchables received the most
humiliating treatment. Large numbers
could not be touched while others could
not even be looked upon, lest they bring
defilement. Very commonly they had
to keep more than two hundred yards
away from the main highway. If a
Brahman passed by, they would retreat
into the fields. They could move about
by night when there would be no
shadow to pollute some caste man.

The untouchables were the poorest
of the poor. They had no property.

They had only rags for clothing and
scraps for food. Small children would
join dogs and goats in exploring heaps
of refuse. They could not draw water
from the village well. Often their only
source of water was the ponds where
the cattle were washed. Their children
could not attend the village school.
Occupationally, they were the street
cleaners, scavengers, and latrine clean-
ers. They did the work which no caste
man would do.

Gandhi spent several years in Africa
where he had been able to win several
important concessions for the Indian
people resident there. He returned to
India and set to work for his country-
men.

Unprecedented Action

In May, 1915, he established an
ashram at Allahabad. An ashram is a
village settlement, a hermitage, a re-
treat. It i1s a co-operative life, lived
more or less apart from the surrounding
world, in which a group of men and
women are dedicated to some cause of
human betterment. It is really a school
in which men and women are trained
for some important service. Some two
hundred persons joined this ashram.

In setting up this community, Gandhi
did not merely utter some meaningless
words, but he acted in accord with his
expressed convictions. Very shortly
after the opening of the ashram, he
did something which brought problems:
he invited an untouchable couple and
their toddling baby daughter to join
the group. He declared that untouch-
ables must be accepted into the ashram
and be treated as equals.

This act brought immediate response
from the caste people in the community.
The first difficulty was in connection
with the use of the well. The man in
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charge of the water lift objected that
drops of water from their bucket would
pollute him.

The rich caste men discontinued
their support of the ashram. With this
stoppage of monetary aid came rumors
of a social boycott which would cut
off all the usual facilities, such as food
and other services. This situation left
Gandhi without funds, but even then
he did not yield. He was on the point
of moving his colony to the area of the
untouchables where they would gain
their support from their own manual
labor. At this point, a stranger came
and donated a sizable sum of money
which made a move unnecessary.
Gandhi was coming to be known as a
Mahatma, a Great Soul, and it is high-
ly probable that this was responsible
for the timely gift that saved the situa-
tion.

The Conscience of India

The acceptance of the untouchable
family—husband, wife, and baby
daughter—was an incident of prime im-
portance at the outset of Gandhi’s
career in India. The real climax of his
devotion, however, came when he
adopted this untouchable baby girl as
his own daughter and with her brought
the untouchables right into his home
and heart. This served notice to all
India that he would have no part in
the cruel sirictures upon untouchables.

Other Indian reformers before Gandhi
had expressed some of the same ideas,
but no one had gone so far as to take an
untouchable family into his home.
After that, any person who contributed
money for the support of the ashram
knew that practices abhorrent to the
caste people were carried on there.
And yet, as the years went by, the
support of the ashram came increasing-
ly from caste members. Gandhi accepted
this as evidence that the conscience of
India had been touched and that the
practice of untouchability was shaken
to its very roots.

Gandhi made a very courageous
declaration. He called the untouchables
Harijans, Children of God. He pub-
lished a weekly paper which he called
The Harijan. He worked to break down
the walls of segregation. This, how-
ever, was no easy matter, for many of
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the rich withdrew their support, and
even his devoted wife revolted at the
idea of having an untouchable in the
kitchen. The Mahatma, however, was
unyielding in his battle against un-
touchability. He declared that it was
“our” fault that these suppressed people
were leading such wretched lives in
filthy areas outside the towns and
villages, and “we” should acknowledge
“our” guilt for making the untouch-
ables into the miserable creatures they
were.

During the high pitch of the Non-Co-
Operation Movement in 1921, it was
the subject of “Untouchability” that
exercised Gandhi’s mind more than
anything else. The note that was struck
repeatedly was that of India’s need for
self-purification and repentance for the
national sin of considering brothers and
sisters to be untouchable.

Gandhi was the greatest champion of
this cause and he endeavored to abolish
the system. Due largely to his efforts,
untouchability was abolished by the
Constitution of India. After that step
was taken, great efforts have been made
to raise the status of the depressed
millions.

In his campaign for freedom of India
and against untouchability, Gandhi
moved about from village to village all
over the land. He would stay in a
village for a few days and then move
to the next onme. In each village he
would leave a cell, that is, a small or-
ganized group of men and women who
had been instructed so that they under-
stood the problems. They were then
ready to act on behalf of these issues.

Progress and Change

Changes have been taking place and
some have been quite startling. In
1948, Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar,
a man from the untouchables, married
a Brahman woman. He was chairman
of the Draft Committee that drew up
the new national constitution. It is
hard to believe that an untouchable
was the most important member of that
committee, and that in India, the home
of caste and untouchability! At this
time, also, a man was fined in Bombay
for asking an untouchable to bring his
own cup for tea. And thus life was



changing; India was on the march and
many old barriers were broken down.

Caste restrictions were relaxed all
over the country. Any Indian now may
choose any occupation he wishes, and
the restrictions relative to food, drink,
and social contacts with members of
other castes are far more relaxed than
formerly. The rules relative to marriage
between members of different castes
remained rather rigid for a long time,
but the legislature legalized such unions
and they have become fairly common.
Not only that, but marriages between
Harijans and caste members take place.

Changes took place in many sectors
of Indian life. Prominent men and
women, for the first time, ate with
Harijans and took food from their
hands. What was one of the most
striking changes was that Harijans were
permitted to use the wells in many
villages.

Changes have been coming all over,
but they have come more rapidly in
the cities than in the rural areas. In
big cities, like Bombay, caste people
and Harijans eat in the same restau-
rants, flock to the same movies, and
rub shoulders in crowded buses.

A taboo hallowed by custom, tradi-
tion, and ritual observance is tenacious,
but gradually it lost its potency. It had
been socially improper to fraternize
with Harijans, but, little by little, in
many circles, it became socially in-
appropriate not to consort with them.
The practice of untouchability branded
one as a bigot and a reactionary.

One very useful activity was the
government project in which villagers
were taught to play together and to

have recreation together. Nothing like
that had ever taken place when life
was organized caste-wise. Under the
new system, they were taught to play
village-wise, across caste lines. Such a
program tends to develop a sense of
solidarity in the whole village.

Gandhi asked the Congress in 1920
to declare that outcastes might enter
schools and use public wells. Many,
even Brahmans, supported him in this,
but it is not surprising that many were
offended.

To Gandhi, the greatest blight on
India was the institution of untouch-
ability which regarded the very touch
of an outcaste as polluting. It was an
extreme form of excommunication and
social segregation. He concluded that
untouchability was the ugliest blot on
India, and it must go!

Great progress has been made. While
great strides were taken in many sectors
of life, untouchability, however, was
not all ended; it still existed, contrary
to law, in some parts of the country.
But it no longer had social and religious
approval. The Government had done
much, but laws cannot do everything.
When certain practices have been fol-
lowed for century after century, they
do not readily yield to new ideas. Laws,
however, are useful, for they open the
gates through which other agencies and
forces may operate more readily.

It has been a cheering sign of
progress that the great movement for
the uplift of the depressed classes has
been springing up in all parts of the
land—recognizing these people as men
and endeavoring to secure for them
their rights as human beings.

V AV

HAVE YOU HEARD AMORC RADIO PROGRAMS?

AMORC has four radio tape series of a cultural and educational nature which
are being broadcast around the world. They are “Impressions in Music,” “The
World of Man,” “The Jazz Scene,” and “The Mastery of Life.” Most are placed
through the efforts of members who have contacted radio stations in their area.
If you have heard these special programs we would appreciate your comments;
if you would like information on how you can help us place them in your area
we welcome your inquiry. Please write to the Extension Department, Rosi-
crucian Order (AMORC), Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California 95114.
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Breaking the Language Barrier
With Symbols

by Henry DREYFuUss*

DELICATE AND COMPLEX piece of

business machinery was recently
shipped from West Germany to a pur-
chaser in New York. Carefully packed
and crated, it was stamped with the
following marking:

German Carton Symbols Figure 1.

4“:4““
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It arrived in perfect condition. But the
recipient, when he unwrapped it, dis-
covered that the keys and levers and
switches were all labeled in German,
which he was unable to read. Until
he found someone to translate for him,
his new machine was useless.

The incident illustrates, in a small
way, how symbols can transcend
language barriers. No one needed to
explain to the French stevedores or
Dutch merchant seamen or American
longshoremen that the crate was to be
kept upright, that its contents were
fragile and should be kept dry. If the
machine itself had utilized symbols in-

*Mr. Dreyfuss, for many years head of the
industrial design firm, Henry Dreyfuss &
Associates, has recently extended his interests
to other areas of corporate taste and policy—
including the development of an International
Symbol Dictionary under a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities.
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Speaking in a thousand tongues

stead of words, as on the package, the
English-speaking purchaser would have
been able to operate it at once.

As airplanes become faster and the
world grows smaller, the need for na-
tions to communicate easily among
themselves becomes increasingly acute.
. . . Artificial universal languages have,
so far, failed to bridge this global com-
munications gap. But symbols may
ultimately provide the answer. I say
ultimately because there is still re-
sistance, in our highly verbal society,
to abandoning words for pictures even
when we know the words will not be
understood.

I first became aware of the problem
when, as an industrial designer, I tried
to persuade our clients to substitute
symbols for written instructions on
products designed for export. For sev-
eral years I got absolutely nowhere.
Then Deere & Company agreed to let
us use symbols on some of the new
farm machinery we were helping de-
sign. Before we finished we had de-
veloped an entire vocabulary of signs
and symbols that has since become
standard for the industry. (Deere did
not copyright these symbols in the hope
that they would be accepted by
other manufacturers to the benefit of
all farmers everywhere). Here, for
example, are a few of the signs de-
veloped at the time for Deere, and
subsequently adopted as standard by the
American Society of Agricultural Engi-
neers:

JD/ASAE Symbols Figure 2.
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Our primary concern was safety. A
simple, quickly-comprehended form of
color is translated to the brain faster
and more directly than a written word.
The milli-seconds saved in reaction time
could save a man’s arm—even his life.

There were practical dividends too.
Deere ships its products all over the
world. The need to translate the various
instrument identifications and instruc-
tions into the languages of the respective
import countries was time-consuming
and expensive. Symbols obviated this
entirely.

From a design point of view, more-
over, pictures proved far more practic-
able than words. Symbols could be
used on buttons and small controls
where there would be insufficient room
for written instructions. For another
client—Polaroid—we substituted sym-
bols for the conventional range scale,
which, for foreign markets, would have
to be calibrated in meters as well as
feet.

Polaroid Range Symbols Figure 3.

Closeup Groups

Eventually, most American manu-
facturers will recognize the commercial
advantages of utilizing symbols on their
products rather than words, but their
usefulness will still be limited unless
there is standardization. A few in-
dustries via their associations have
made valiant attempts to adopt standard
symbol systems, but they represent the
exceptions to the rule. On the whole,
the tremendous potential of this word-
less lingua franca is being dissipated
for want of codification and control.

Recently, under a grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities,

I explored the feasibility of an inter-
national dictionary of symbols. The
idea was—and is—to bring together,
with the help of a worldwide task force,
the historic and contemporary symbols
of different countries and, from this
great mass of material, select existing
symbols that would provide the ele-
ments of a universal graphic vocabulary.

It would be a staggering task. But I
was encouraged to discover that the
idea found almost instant support—not
only among professional societies such
as the American Institute of Architects,
Industrial Designers Society of Amer-
ica, etc., but such agencies as the United
States Department of Commerce, United
States of America Standards Institute,
and UNESCO.

This immediate and enthusiastic re-
sponse is an indication of the need for
such a work. From the cave drawings
at Lascaux to the computer tape at
IBM, man has relied on symbols to
represent, instantly and succinctly,
certain concepts that would take him
far longer to express in words. Yet
never before has there been any full-
scale attempt to collect and catalogue
these symbols.

Symbols fall into several general
classifications. There is, first of all,
the representational symbol—sometimes
called a pictograph—which presents a
fairly accurate, if simplified, delinea-
tion of the object or action in question.
A silhouette of a cow to denote a cattle
crossing, or a crossed knife and fork
to indicate an eating place, would be-
long in this category. This type of
symbol is, naturally, the most easily
interpreted by the largest number of
people, including illiterates and chil-
dren, and generally requires only a
modicum of prior education on the part
of the observer.

There are limitations, however, even
to pictographs. Many signs and instruc-
tions do not lend themselves to direct,
literal picturization. Sometimes the
symbol becomes outmoded: the steam
locomotive used to denote train cross-
ings in most signs bears no resemblance
at all to the modern diesel engine. And
occasionally national customs invalidate
the symbol; the conventional silhouettes
of a man and a woman cause only con-
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fusion in India where men often wear
skirts and women trousers! Indeed, the
prevailing trend in American fashion
for women to wear slacks and pant suits
may make this familiar symbol com-
pletely obsolete in time.

Far more prevalent is the use of
abstract symbols, or glyphs, that reduce
the essential elements of the message
into graphic terms. The S-curve that
denotes a corresponding curve in the
road ahead, or the horizontal wavy
lines indicating water are typical
examples. The most common glyph is
probably the arrow, to indicate direc-
tion. In fact, most of the highway signs
in general use today are glyphs. They
have the advantage of simplicity and—
theoretically—universality. But they
have drawbacks too. When they be-
come too removed from reality—too
abstracted—they lose their immediacy
and fall into the third general category
of symbols, the arbitrary.

Arbitrary symbols must be learned,
as words are. For example, the diagonal
bar or interdict is widely used to denote
prohibition, especially in Europe. Thus
a cigarette crossed by such a bar means
no smoking; a diagonal on a sign at a
street corner in Great Britain means
Do Not Enter. To someone not familiar
with this particular “language,” the
sign would be meaningless as a foreign
word. And sometimes the same symbol
means different things in different
countries, or in different disciplines.
The triangle with its apex at its top,
for instance, which is generally accepted
as a shape denoting caution, especially
to European motorists, signifies “all
clear to land” to a helicopter pilot.
Nevertheless arbitrary symbols are by
far the most common in the cultures
of the world. Punctuation, for instance
—indeed most alphabets—are no more
than organized systems of arbitrary
symbols.

Color provides another dimension to
the utility of symbols, and the use of
red to signify stop or danger, yellow
to indicate caution, green to mean go,
and orange as a distress signal are so
widely accepted throughout the world
that one can almost speak of a universal
language of colors. In time this color
vocabulary may be extended; purple,
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for example has been suggested as a
color to be used on traffic signs to
indicate a children’s school crossing.
And there is no reason why the sym-
bolic spectrum could not ultimately be
even further extended. But there are
problems here too. White, for example,
which the western world considers the
color of chastity, signifies mourning in
China, where the brides wear red.

Other difficulties lie in wait for the
symbologist, as we have found out our-
selves. When we were working with
Bell Telephone Laboratories on the
forthcoming Picturephone, symbols
were developed for the control panel—
the knob between each two symbols is
turned to activate the control.

BTL Picturephone Symbols

ndn
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Bell instituted a series of carefully
controlled consumer tests to determine
how “readable” these symbols would
be to the general public. Every pair
of symbols passed the tests with one
exception and that, ironically, was a
set that had been accepted as standard
for the machine tool industry by the
International Standardization Organiza-
tion, namely, the symbols indicating
ON and OFF. :

&N

nE)n

On/Off Figure 5.
ON
OFF
Machine Electronics
Tool

(continued on page 112)



The WUnbelichable Beethoben

by JosepriNe C. WALKER

HE CONCERT hall in

Vienna was crowded to
capacity. The audience
was enthralled with the
orchestra’s rendition of
the Choral Symphony-it
seemed as if the applause
would never end.

At the left of the stage
stood a fifty-year-old man
facing the orchestra, seem- &&=
ingly unaware of the audience behind
him. Suddenly, one of the musicians
gently turned him around, and he saw
the people clapping frantically, some of
them weeping. Tlgne man was Ludwig
van Beethoven. He was totally deaf.
The audience was applauding the
magnificence of the Symphony he had
written—some wept because the com-
poser could hear no sound—neither his
own music nor the enthusiastic ap-
plause.

Beethoven’s hearing began to fail
when he was only twenty-five; at
twenty-nine he found it difficult to hear
either music or the voices of friends. “I
am deaf,” he said to one of his pupils
..... “had my profession been any
other, things might still be bearable but
as it is, my situation is terrible.”

Despite the handicap of deafness and
what he considered his terrible situa-
tion, Beethoven was one of the world’s
greatest composers—nine symphonies,
Innumerable sonatas and concertos.
This year of 1970 marks the 200th
anniversary of his birth; yet today his
symphonies and sonatas are known and
loved perhaps even more than in his
own time. His music is deeply emo-
tional yet manifests magnificent power
and grandeur. It seems to speak to the
world of the struggles, aspirations, and
triumphs of the soul.

. Beethoven was a great artist and gen-
ius, but he was equally great as a man.
He once wrote to a friend, “My art
shall be devoted to no other object than

the relief of the poor.”
When he gave a concert for
wounded soldiers, he both
composed and conducted
the music played, but when
payment was offered he
said, “I never accept any-
thing where humanity is
concerned.”

Beethoven was born in
1770 in Bonn, Germany,
and his genius was discovered at an
early age. He received a public school
education and for many years his father
made young Ludwig practice his music
way into the night, sometimes telling
him he could have no dinner until his
evening practice was over. The stern-
ness of his father at times made his
early years of study almost unbearable.
His mother loved him, tried to help, but
was powerless against the forcefulness
of her husband.

Despite the forced pressures, young
Beethoven’s music ability increased. At
eleven, he had mastered Bach’s Well-
Tempered Clavier and played in a the-
ater orchestra. Two years later he was
court organist. He sometimes composed
pieces too difficult for his small hands
to reach. “You can’t play that, Ludwig,”
his teacher would say--and the boy
would reply, “I will when I get bigger.”

Young Beethoven’s greatest desire
was to meet and play for Mozart who
lived in Vienna. Eventually he saved
enough money to make the trip. He
met the great Mozart, played for him,
and then asked Mozart to furnish a
theme—on which young Beethoven then
improvised so beautifully that Mozart
was fascinated and said to other
musicians present: “Mark that youth!
He will give the world something worth
listening to some day.”

While in Vienna, Beethoven’s mother
died. Shocked and grieved, young
Ludwig hurried home and for the next
several years remained in Bonn, giving
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lessons and caring faithfully for his
father and brothers.

At twenty-two he was finally able
to return to Vienna, again played for
Mozart, and studied for a time under
Haydn. Gradually his fame spread and
the Vienna public was eager to hear
his music. After his first public appear-
ance, Beethoven rapidly became a
favorite among the aristocrats of Vienna;
he gave lessons to many of the nobility.
His whole life was devoted to music.
He loved the country and, when pos-
sible, escaped from the city to where
he could enjoy trees, flowers, and the
open sky. Always he carried a notebook
with him, composed as he walked, and
once wrote, “I am always happy in the
woods, where every tree speaks to me.”
Much of his love of nature is expressed
in the beauty and sweetness of his
music.

Beethoven’s happy years were of
short duration, for when he was twenty-
five his hearing began to fail, and a few
years later he was totally deaf. Lonely
and defeated because of this handicap,
gradually he came to avoid society.
“You cannot imagine how empty and
sad my existence has been,” he wrote
to a friend. But his own impairment
and loneliness gave him great sympathy
and warmth for others. He once visited
a friend who had just lost her son.
When he entered the room, unable to
converse with her, he said, “We will
talk to each other in tones,” and he sat
down at the piano and began playing.
Later the mother said, “He told me
everything in his music and at last
brought me comfort.”

Beethoven, cut off from communica-
tion, was absorbed only in his music.
He continued to compose. His nine great
symphonies are all masterpieces. His
Eroica Symphony and Moonlight Sonata
are loved and appreciated more today
than they were nearly two hundred
years ago when he wrote them. By this
time, Beethoven’s notebooks were his
only means of communication with the
outside world. Fortunately, these have
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National Archives—131-GR-4B-2

been preserved and today form one of
the rarest treasures in the Imperial
Library in Berlin.

Still another burden was to be laid
on the composer’s shoulders. When his
brother died, he left his ten-year-old
son in Beethoven’s care.

When Beethoven died at the age of
fifty-seven, thousands of people lined
the streets to honor one of the greatest
composers the world has ever known.
Among the thirty torchbearers were
many eminent musicians, one of whom
was Franz Schubert.

Beethoven was not only a genius; he
was also a great man, endowed with a
great gift. Through continued grief
and misfortune, he lived in a world of
silence, unable to hear what he devoted
his life to and what he loved best. On
the 200th anniversary of his birth, the
world can be grateful that Ludwig van
Beethoven lived, and for his heritage of
music that will live and be loved as
long as there is music.

\%



T Is DIFFICULT to receive information
I through any news media today—
newspapers, radio, or television—with-
out finding some reference to pollution.
Qur lakes, streams, cities, and even the
air have become polluted. It is a prob-
lem that is becoming worldwide. Smog,
or air pollution, was limited to certain
restricted areas a few years ago. While
there is still a great part of the world,
fortunately, where one can breathe pure
and clear air, there are larger and larger
portions of it where pure air is some-
thing rare and difficult to find.

Like some other conditions that have
existed in the world, there is a great
deal of talk today about pollution, but
very little is actually being done about
it. Some states have adopted restrictions
upon burning and upon polluting the
air through exhaust from internal com-
bustion engines. Other minor steps
have been taken with the idea of con-
trolling air pollution. There have also
been restrictions put upon dumping of
refuse in lakes and streams, but what
has been done is only a minor token
in comparison to the growth of air and
water pollution that has taken place
in the last ten or twenty years.

The question is, What are the
prospects for the future? Is this a prob-
lem with which every individual should
be concerned? Certainly, if we are
reaching a point where good, pure, fresh
air and water are becoming a premium
and difficult to obtain, it should by all
means be an important matter for every
individual to think about, but thinking
alone is not going to change the situa-
tion. Action has to be taken, and action
is going to interfere with many of the
civilized processes of society.

From my office window I can fre-
quently see jet airplanes taking off from
a local airport and leaving a stream of
air pollution behind them. Now, I am
not going to recommend that all jet
airplanes should be grounded. Certainly
I, like anyone else, find them con-
venient for transportation from time to
time, and I would very much dislike
not to have the availability of such
transportation. Surely, intelligent hu-
man effort can be directed toward
modification of present-day systems and
procedures so that there can be some
control over the amount of pollution

The Uelestial Sanchun

OUR POLLUTED WORLD

by CeciL A. PooLE, F. R. C.

that is produced by this type of engine,
and in this manner minimize the pollu-
tion.

Whether or not man will take steps
fast enough to be able to gradualfy
make a change, or whether there will
have to be abrupt changes in our habit
paiterns remains to be seen. In other
words, is man intelligent enough and
unselfish enough to truly devote himself
toward meeting this problem without
any prejudice or personal desire for
gain upon his own part?

When we refer to our polluted world,
we possibly should think more broadly
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than just a materialistic concept. Pollu-
tion applies.primarily to our physical
or material world. It refers to excess
material that has not been properly
disposed of and therefore not eliminated.
But pollution can also be carried out
to a further extent. There are many
polluted minds in the world today,
minds that are polluted with extraneous
concepts, with ideas that are not con-
structtve, with concepts that do not
serve as a conducive means of develop-
ing the best there is in the human be-
ing.

Look at the literature available in
bookstores or on the newsstands. Frank-
ly, much of it is useless. I am not going
to give a lecture on moral concepts and
what should or what should not be
banned or read by different age groups.
I am going to refer simply to the fact
that the human being today 1s in a sense
caught or restricted to an area of a
polluted, material world and a polluted
mental world. Motion pictures, tele-
vision, and books are available to almost
all individuals in civilized countries at
moderate cost. But what one gains from
these sources seems to me to be very
little.

I do not object to the printing of
good novels or the dramatization of
good stories, but man cannot live to his
fullest extent on the imagination of
someone else. We can fill our minds
with the writings of others or the
dramatizations we witness, but during
that time we are shutting ourselves off
from our own evolvement. Restricting
ourselves to the reading of novels, to
the viewing of dramatizations on tele-
vision, is to shut off our own creative
functions. We were placed here, as has
been so many times repeated, to develop
our attributes, our abilities, and our
potentials. We are not going to be able
to do that simply by accepting the
writing of someone else and viewing
the dramatizations prepared by other
persons. We have to do something our-
selves. To use our own imagination for
creative purposes is to draw upon the
full attributes of ourselves and to learn
to call upon our own inner self.

I read recently some place that the
average American—I do not know
whether this applies to all the rest of
the world—spends from three to five
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hours a day before his television set.
Are you an average American, or are
you following this average American
pattern? If you spend that much time
before a television set or the reading of
useless material, you are not committing
a moral wrong. In fact, you are doing
nothing wrong. You are doing nothing
that is not your perfect right to do, but
one thing you are doing is wasting your
life. You should spend at least a part
of that time directed toward your own
development.

It may sound similar to an old-
fashioned sermon of an :orthodox
religious preacher to say that you can-
not take your television set or your
modern novels with you when transi-
tion comes. If you spend your life
absorbed in this pollution, then you
will have nothing to take with you.
What you can take into eternity is the
intuitive glimpses that you have had of
the Infinite, of the mystical awareness
of the Divine which you can develop
within your own consciousness. This
is what is needed to offset modern-day
pollution. Plain, individual develop-
ment and awareness of inner values
are the antidotes to all that is extraneous
and not eternal.

It is always difficult to discuss this
subject, because it appears that I am
telling people that they should not
enjoy a goog novel, for example, should
not look at television, and should not
do things for purely physical pleasure.
Man is placed upon earth to enjoy the
fruits of the earth. We can all have
physical pleasure. The Rosicrucian
philosophy does not deny the individual
the right to enjoyment and to live in
order to find a degree of happiness and
attainment, but it does ask that a funda-
mental principle be practiced—that of
balance and harmony.

As 1 have already stated, the ob-
jective world, both materially and
mentally speaking, is polluted. Man
needs to shut himself off from the
objective world upon occasion. Every
individual should give some time to
meditation upon his beginning and
where he is going. Man has the innate
ability to relate himself to a divine
force that will produce satisfaction and
awaken values within him that will
last in a future not limited by the



physical world and its pollution, its
waste, and the self-centered activities
of human beings seeking material
pleasures or possessions.

We are of divine origin, and we can
return to a divine nature, but we have
to be able to discriminate, to select in
the course of our lives those activities
that are conducive to this nature and to
limit our physical pleasures to a reason-
able extent within the term of our life.
Tolerance, with a degree of realization
that life is neither all physical nor all
psychic, is an important lesson to learn.
We should learn balance. We should
give some time to our psychic and
spiritual natures, at least as much as
we can, and at the same time realize
that we cannot devote an entire life
involved in attaining physical satis-
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faction and in physical entertainment.
Learn balance and harmony, and you
will have taken the first step in know-
ing the purpose of life and in gaining
a conception of true values.

The Celestial Sanctum

is a cosmic meeting place for advanced and
spiritually developed members of the Rosicru-
cian Order. It is the focal point of cosmic
radiations of health, peace, happiness, and inner
awakening. During every day, periods for
special attunements are designated when cosmic
benefits of a specific nature may be received.
Nonmembers as well as Rosicrucian students
may participate in the Celestial Sanctum
Contacts. Liber 777, a booklet describing the
Celestial Sanctum and its several periods, will
be sent to bers requesting it. Address
Scribe S. P. C., Rosicrucian Park, San Jose,
California 95114, stating that you are not a
member of the Order and enclosing six cents
to cover mailing.
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The code word is JOLE.

side the United States.

June:

dent of Yugoslavia.

MARSHAL TITO

Medikocus

Medifocus is a special humanitarian monthly membership activity with which
each Rosicrucian is acquainted. The significance of the personalities shown
each month is explained to Rosicrucians as is the wording accompanying them.

Apl‘il: The personality for the month of April
is Eisaku Sato, Premier of Japan.

The following advance date is given for
the benefit of those members living out-

The personality for the month of
June will be Marshal Tito, Presi-

The code word will be RECOG.

EISAKU SATO
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The Medical Knowledge
Of Babylonia

by Dr. Arrrep LEix

THE TALENT for systematization which
characterizes Mesopotamian thought
at almost all the stages of its develop-
ment, led to a rigourous organization
of medicine that appears to have been
absent in the other countries of an-
tiquity. From the Vendidad of the
Zend Avesta we learn that the Persians
differentiated three kinds of doctors:
the knife doctor, the herb doctor, and
the exorcising doctor. Yet, this division,
like so many other elements of Persian
culture, derives from ancient Assyrian
tradition. The preface of a medical
compendium from the library of Ashur-
banipal, which was translated and
edited by Friedrich Kiichler, contains
the following words: Cures and achieve-
ments of the master of the lancet,
instructions for exorcisers, ingenious
doctrines, association of the physicians
of the god Ninib and the goddess Gula.

Thus there was in the Assyrian Em-
pire at that time an organized body
of physicians who, as might be ex-
pected, had placed themselves under
the protection of the “divine female
physician,” Gula, and her spouse Ninib.
Apparently this body was already
divided into the same three classes. The
one was concerned with the activities
expressed by the word ‘“‘cures”; the
second with the “achievements of the
master of the lancet (Sipir bil imti)”;
the third with exorcisms. But just as
Ashurbanipal’s library and the Assy-
rian culture of his time were derived
from many sources, so this classification
probably also has a long history.

It goes back at least as far as the
time of the great King Hammurabi of
Babylon (c. 1950 B.C.). In his well-
known law code nine paragraphs are
devoted to the physician (Asum). The
doctor’s knowledge is exclusively sur-
gical in nature. He knows how to
operate serious wounds with a bronze
knife, to couch a cataract, and he is
severely punished for any mistake. At
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BABYLONIAN STONE HEAD

An unusually fine Babylonian stone head
which appears to have been sculptured from
an original living model. In all probability
it is the sculpture of some official at court
or one of the numerous princes.

—~Found at Ninowa in Mesopotamia, 700
B.C. (In the Babylonian Section of the Rosi-
crucian Egyptian Museum)

the same time, there were certainly
exorcising physicians, and they were
probably specialists for that which we
today call internal medicine. That the
law does not mention them is probably
due to the circumstance that they were
primarily priests, who are not men-
tioned at all in Hammurabi’s laws.
Various medical precepts included
among the cuneiform tablets of Ashur-
banipal’s library state that they origi-
nated at the time of Naramsin, about
2800 B.C., and we have no cause to
doubt it. Unfortunately, it is not yet
possible at present to trace the chief
lines of medical development in Meso-
potamia. Even on such a fundamental
question as to whether magic forms the
starting point for the medical develop-
ment of Mesopotamia, or whether
exorcising formulas were introduced
into medical practice later, there is no
agreement. Yet ethnological analogies
render the former rather probable.
The reason for this uncertainty is
that almost the entire medical literature



consists of compilations by Ashurbani-
pal’s librarians. It is extraordinarily
voluminous. In the Kuyunjik collection
of the British Museum there are alone
500 fragments of cuneiform tablets with
a medical content, a not inconsiderable
part of the entire collection.

Surgery

This period, i.e., the 7th century B.C.,
presents approximately the following
picture: Surgery appears to have been
highly developed, which is not sur-
prising in view of the incessant wars
and campaigns of the Assyrian kings
that led their armies as far as Egypt.
Among the doctors who were directly
subject to the royal command and from
whom we have a number of reports,
the surgeons appear to have been most
important. A report from a doctor
named Aradnana to the King is a high-
ly interesting medical document. It
reads as follows:

“Concerning the patient with the
bleeding from the nose, the Rabmugi
told me that bleeding occurred yester-
day toward evening. The bandage of
the patient is a surgical mistake. For
it is attached to the nostrils, so that it
hinders respiration, while the bleeding
can still go on through the mouth back-
wards. Let the nose be tamponaded,
so that the passage of air through it
will be prevented and the bleeding
stopped.”

From this one may infer that the
surgical experience of the Assyrian
physicians was quite adequate. At the
same time it is striking that the medical
treatment of a wounded warrior is
never depicted in any of the reliefs
that decorated the walls of Assyrian
palaces and portrayed the King’s mili-
tary campaigns in every detail. This
circumstance is a reflection of the vain-
glory and boastfulness of the Assyrian
reports of victory, according to which
there are only victorious Assyrians
while masses of the enemy lie dead on
the battlefield. In these reliefs may be
found several well-observed pictures of
soldiers in the throes of death. The
care provided for the returning warrior
is often portrayed with great affection.

The medical knowledge of internal
diseases appear to have been greater

than the surgical knowledge, if we are
to draw any conclusion from the extraor-
dinary profusion of written docu-
ments relating to them. Friedrich
Kiichler has published a medical com-
pendium from the library of Ashurbani-
pal, which comprises three cuneiform
tablets and gives many interesting in-
sights. The sequence in which the
prescriptions are arranged is already
interesting. In succession remedies are
listed to be given for severe cases of
colic, for constipation, vomiting, lack
of appetite and voracious appetite,
for ineffectiveness of purgatives and
emetics, severe intoxication, dry cough,
rectal prolapse, gallbladder trouble, and
jaundiced eyes.

Clinical Observations

The form of the directions is always
the same: “If a man has this malady,
then give him this and he will re-
cover.”—a typical formulation that also
passed over into Syrian and late Jewish
medicine. At the same time only the
observed phenomena, the symptoms are
described as maladies. However, these
brief descriptions indicate that the
Assyro-Babylonian physicians were
capable of making acute and pene-
trating clinical observations. They also
throw some light on the diseases de-
scribed so that the terminology em-
ployed can, to a certain extent, be
equated with that used at present. We
quote some typical descriptions:

“If a man has a pain in the pit of
his stomach accompanied by heartburn
when he eats, and if he vomits bile,
this man is attacked by a serious tugatu.

“If the body of a man is yellow,
yellow also his face (his flesh con-
stantly trembling), it 1s amurrigénu.

“When a man’s body is yellow, his
face yellow and black, the base of his
tongue black, it is ahhazu.

“If a man eats and drinks, until he
1s satiated, and he then has a pain in
his stomach so that his viscera seem to
be on fire and he has colics, it is
mushekinu.”

Although precise identification of
these symptom complexes is impossible,
it is obvious that tugatu refers to dis-
orders of the stomach and the liver,
amurrigénu to some type of jaundice,
ahhazu, to a serious icterus, while
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mushekinu designates gastric disorders
without any apparent hepatic symp-
toms. In other cases the symptoms are
simply described without any name be-
ing given to the entire picture. Thus,
for instance, the following symptoms
are presented:

“If the stomach is distended and at
the same time there is muscular con-
traction and nausea . . . .

“If the stomach is puffed up and
utters cries (borborygmi) . . ..

“If the stomach 1is full of acid . . . .

Similar statements are found in sick-
ness of the head and eyes. It need not
be said that this frankness speaks only
for the trustworthiness of the Assyrian
physician. The symptoms are observed,
but the disease 1itself can only be de-
termined by deduction. It is, therefore,
not surprising that a large number of
prescriptions are listed for the same
symptom, e.g., no less than fourteen for
colic. This almost certainly reflects a
recognition that colic might be due to
very different causes . . ..

The Assyro-Babylonian pharmacopoeia
was extraordinarily extensive. “Accord-
ing to the accessible samples,” v. Oefele
says, “the cuneiform-writing physician
far surpassed us in the multiplicity of
prescriptions.” A survey reveals the
therapeutic use of 250 medicinal plants,
120 mineral substances, and 180 other
drugs, not counting those used as sol-
vents or vehicles for the actual medicinal
substances. Among them are turpentine,
oils and other products obtained from
cedars, cypresses, laurel, myrtle, tama-
risks and junipers; resins such as styrax,
galbanum, myrrh, ambra, asafoetida,
and apoponax. Umbelliferae were al-
ready employed by the Assyrians as a
remedy for stomach diseases, and they
were also acquainted with the medicinal
values of windflowers, camomile, mus-
tard, and numerous alkalies.

In employing sea-kelp it is possible
that the iodine content of the plants
produced the actual cure. The juices
and skins of such fruits as pome-
granates, lemons, apples, and medlars
were used. Hemp, opium, solium temu-
lentum, and mandragora were em-
ployed as narcotics . . . . Unfortunately
we are unable to identify numerous
remedies that were used, such as the

[100]

kasu plant, an extremely common
remedy which is prescribed no less
than 40 times in the aforementioned
compendium. The substances were pre-
pared by grinding, straining, and filter-
ing them; then they were made into
ointments and plasters that were spread
on a piece of tEin leather and applied.
Medicaments were administered in
milk (various kinds being mentioned),
bouillon, honey, oil, wine, and very
often in an “intoxicating drink.” Diet-
ary regulation was common.

Many different kinds of bandages
were used; enemas of various sub-
stances, including oils were employed,
as well as intestinal irrigations and
douches; and a bronze tube, probably
resembling a catheter, was used to in-
troduce styrax dissolved in oil into the
urethra. Medicaments were applied to
the eyes with a bronze spatula. Practical
experience had revealed that an indi-
vidual suffering from a colic is relieved
when placed in a position which relaxes
the abdominal wall. Massage was
known but was regarded as a magical
ceremony—the number of strokes was
determined by the number seven and
the masseur was also required to strike
the ground according to precise direc-
tions.

In the course of hundreds of years
an enormous body of empirical knowl-
edge had been collected by Meso-
potamian physicians. Since these peo-
ples were extremely prolific in their
literary activity, which often degener-
ated into a cacoethes scribendi, it is
not surprising that so very much has
survived to the present.

Not only were the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia practical people, but also
very systematic and profound thinkers.
Their accomplishments as astronomers
and theologians are well known, and
the principles upon which their medical
magic is based follow consistently from
their entire world viewpoint. They
endeavored to think their problems
through to the end far more consistently
than any other nations of early antiqui-
ty. In consequence a theoretical as
‘}ilvell as an empirical medicine developed

ere . . ..

Courtesy of Ciba Symposia, formerly published
by CIBA Pharmacentical Company, Summit,
New Jersey.



Social Evolution

by Frank H. KenT, F.R. C.

Relation of inner and
outer worlds

s REGARDs the social life of men,
Aespecially of men who do acknowl-
edge inner thoughts, feelings, and
aspirations, it must be assumed that
only a limited amount of the totality
of individual human living is involved
in outer society.

Inwardly every individual, according
to his self-awareness, lives in his own
private personal world to a very large
extent, much more than is realised by
psychologists and sociologists in general.

Even among those with whom he is
most intimate, such as wife, husband,
family, and close friends, every man
and woman still maintains that inner
private world of living. To outer
society, he or she gives as a rule only
so much of him—or her—self as con-
sidered necessary to maintain that
society in a relatively stable condition
favorable to himself and others around
him. That is to say, he conforms or
compromises with his own inner
thoughts, feelings, and desires—be they
good or bad—insofar as is required by
the physical, social, or political condi-
tions in the society in which he lives.

Talk of . social, or “psychosocial,”
evolution, therefore, tends to be mis-
leading as regards any real or perma-
nent improvement in society as a
whole, that is, in relation to its moral,
communal, and cooperative aspects of
living.

The outer aspect is only the general
or most static aspect of society in re-
lation to its own varying outer condi-
tions of environment. We also know,
however, that at various times through-
out human history there have been
periods of uplift in higher-than-average
thoughts, feelings, and behaviour; and
also periods of depression and decadence,
when the general level of morals and
character degenerated badly.

Both of these variations are caused
by a greater public emergence of
certain underlying personal factors in
private living. Periods of decadence
reveal the lower and less worthy aspects

of human nature, such as self-
indulgence in lower animal desires and
appetites, lack of consideration for
others, and so on.

The periods of uplift in personal
integrity and character, with real
charity, good will, and communal co-
operation, result from the emergence
of higher personal thoughts, feelings,
ideals, and aspirations into public life,
usually at first by only one or a few
individuals willing to risk giving or re-
vealing more than usual of their per-
sonal private beliefs and convictions for
the benefit of others.

All social ideals, all dreams and
prophecies of social utopias, no matter
how logical or desirable they may
appear, are still, and will always be,
dependent on the inner character of
the individuals comprising that form of
society; that is to say, they are de-
pendent on both the quantity and qual-
ity of individual personal giving and
commitments to and within the society.

Therefore our first and greatest need
is always the development, within
individuals, of the qualities necessary
to manifest in a truly progressive
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society. Such qualities must also in-
clude the personal courage, willingness,
and ability to express them in and for
the benefit of human society as a whole.
Thus only can we ever hope for
a completely efficient and truly co-
operative society. Humanismm as an
ideal is dependent on the degree of
humanity in all its members.

To put it in another way: since
evolution is now centred in the indi-
vidual rather than in the race as a
whole, then collective or social evolu-
tion, so called, is always dependent on
a majority of evolved individuals—
evolved, that is, on the highest known
levels of human life.

We may assume that great past lead-
ers, such as Moses, Zarathustra, Buddha,
Confucius, Mahomet, and Jesus of
Nazareth, were definitely highly
evolved beings, spiritual mutations as
it were, but their degree of evolution of
mind and spirit was not transferable
as such by physical heredity. It could
only be accepted and followed, as pre-
cept and example, by the voluntary
decision and will of other individuals,
both of their own times and in genera-
tions to follow.

Lasting social evolution cannot be
achieved by any outer theoretical
system or 1deology, unless and until
there is a general acknowledgment and
practice of the idea of worldwide indi-
vidual evolution.

The main problem, then of course,
is to decide what constitutes true and
lasting individual evolvement? Obvious-

ly, all individuals cannot be forced into
any one pattern of inner thoughts and
feelings, but is it not, ultimately, per-
sonal moral character and integrity,
combined with high ideals and un-
selfish aspirations, which can transcend
all scientific knowledge, all intellectual
and cultural attainments, all formal
religious systems and behaviour, and
all social, political, or economic power
and prestige, in the achievement of
worthwhile and lasting progress in hu-
man social relations?

To use a mundane analogy: the
stability, durability, and efficiency of
the edifice of human society do not
depend basically on grandiose archi-
tectural plans, pictures, or blueprints
alone. They depend fundamentally on
the strength, suitability, and quality of
every individual brick, beam, and mem-
ber used in the building of it. Even
more basically, of course, it depends on
the stability and durability of its
foundations, but that is another aspect
reaching into metaphysical realms.

There have always been too many
examples of wishful abstract thinking
in the building of fanciful “castles in
the air”—theoretical utopias with no
basis of fact or reality. The making
and the quality of the individual bricks,
and so on, involved in any structure
cannot be taken for granted, so how
much more important must it be in
building a human society where the
bricks cannot even be mass-produced,
but must be individually moulded, and
mainly self-moulded at that!

August.
v

ROSICRUCIAN DIRECTORY

A complete directory of all chartered Rosicrucian Lodges, Chapters, and Pronaoi
throughout the world appears in this publication semiannually—in February and in

International Jurisdiction of The Americas, British Commonwealth,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, and Africa.
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THINCS NOT CHANCED BY TIME
Yesterday relived today

HUS [T is manifest that the best political community is formed by citizens of the
middle class, and that those states are likely to be well-administered, in which the
middle class is large, and stronger if possible than both the other classes, or at any rate
than either singly; for the addition of the middle class turns the scale, and prevents
either of the extremes from being dominant. . . ."

v AV

“Moreover, experience shows that a very populous city can rarely, if ever, be well
governed; since all cities which have a reputation for gocod government have a limit of
opulation. We may argue on grounds of reason, and the same result will fallow. For
ﬁ:w is order, and good law is good order; but a very great multitude cannot be

orderly: . . . v A v

“For the elements which we use most and oftenest for the support of the body con-
tribute most to health, and among these are water and air. Wherefore, in all wise
states, if there is a want of pure water, and the supply is not all equally good, the
drinking water ought to be separated from that wEich is used for other purposes.”

v AV

“The citizen should be moulded to suit the form of government under which he lives.
For each government has a peculiar character which originally formed and which con-
tinues to preserve it. The character of democracy creates democracy, and the char-
acter of oligarchy creates oligarchy; and always Jrﬁe better the character, the better
the government.”

v AV

"Young men have strong passions, and tend to gratify them indiscriminately. Of
the bodily desires, it is the sexual by which they are most swayed and in whicru the
show absence of self-control. They are changeable and fickle in their desires, whicK
are violent while they last, but quickly over: their impulses are keen but not deep-
rooted, and are like sick people's attacks of hunger and thirst. They are hot-
tempered and quick-tempered, and apt to give way to their anger; bad temper
often gets the better of them, for owing to their love of honour they cannot bear
being slighted, and are indignant if they imagine themselves unfairly treated.

“While they love honour, they love victory still more; for youth is eager for superiority
over others, and victory is one form of this. They love both more than they love
money, which indeed they love very little, not having yet learnt what it means to be
without it—this is the point of Pittacus’ remark about Amphiaraus. They look at the
good side rather than the bad, not having yet witnessed many instances of wickedness.
They trust others readily, because they have not yet been cheated. They are sanguine;
nature warms their blood as though with excess of wine; and besides that, they have
as yet met with few disappointments.

"Their lives are mainly spent not in memory but in expectation; for expectation refers
to the future, memory to the past, and youth has a long future before it and a short
past behind it: on the first day of one’s life one has nothing at all to remember, and
can only look forward. They are easily cheated, owing to the sanguine disposition
just mentioned. Their hot tempers and hopeful dispositions make them more courageous
than older men are; the hot temper prevents fear, and the hopeful disposition creates
confidence; we cannot feel fear so long as we are feeling angry, and any expectation
of good makes us confident.”

—~ARISTOTLE, 384-322 B.C.

(Selections, Edited by W. D. Ross)
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&)eulflting gnﬁluences gometlu'ng

HERE COMES a time when man must realize that everything he does and every-

thing he says matters to someone. For the influences of our smallest actions
reach far beyond our realm. Man must strive to live at his best not just for
himself but for the sake of others. Someone with toil built the house we live in.
Someone with aching back cleared the land which feeds us. Someone with pa-
tient hands lifted the stone to pave the roads on which we walk. The path was
made open for us by those whose faces we never saw. In all fairness then, we
must make ready a path for those who follow us and add joy to the road that other
feet will tred long after our names have been forgotten.

—~GREGG SaBLIC

MEET WITH OTHER MEMBERS

The annual Conclaves of Rosicrucians which are held in major centers of population
offer a unique opportunity for members to witness special experiments, films, and rituals
that ordinarily are not available. On such occasions too, a visit from a Grand Lodge
representative is not uncommon, and in such cases there is the added advantage of
having your questions answered directly and comprehensively. Please note the dates
and contacts of the Conclaves below:

BUFFALO, NEW YORK: April 26. Contact Philip G. Beith, Secretary, Rama Chapter,
AMORC, 2180 Seneca Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York 14305.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: May 1-2-3. Contact William C. Okrafosmart, Chairman,
Nefertiti Lodge, AMORC, 9624 S. Eggleston Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60628.

FLINT, MICHIGAN: May 24. Contact Mrs. Majorie G. Ostrom, Chairman, Moria El
Chapter, AMORC, 5325 W. Carpenter Road, Flint, Michigan 48504.

KINGSTON, JAMAICA: May 5 (not a Conclave). Soror Margaret McGowan, Director
of the Department of Imstruction, will speak at a Special Convocation. Contact

Mr. R. G. Nembhard, Secretary, 27 Rochester Avenue, Kingston 8, Jamaica,
West Indies.

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND: Northern and Midlands Conclave—April 18-19. Con-

tact R. Leech, Chairman, John Dalton Chapter, AMORC, 16, Sunny Brow Road,
Archer Park, Middleton, Manchester, Lancs., England.

MIAMI, FLORIDA: Southeast Conclave—May 8-9-10. Special Grand Lodge repre-
sentative will be Margaret McGowan, Director of AMORC’s Department of Instruc-
tion. Contact Mrs. Leo Toussaint, 7500 S. W. 82nd Avenue, Miami, Florida 33143.

PORT-OF-SPAIN, TRINIDAD: All-Trinidad Conclave—May 1-2-3. Margaret McGowan
will be special Grand Lodge representative. Contact Conclave Secretary, Port-of-
Spain Chapter, AMORC, P.O. Box 895, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, West Indies.

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO: Penn-Ohiec Regional Conclave—May 16-17. Contact Mike
Pitinii, 132 E. State Street, Niles, Ohio 44446,
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Reincarnation Lore

Explorecl

by Curis. R. WARNKEN
Grand Master

REINCARNATION, one of the more
ancient mysteries of life, remains
a mystery today although many thou-
sands of persons are becoming more
acquaintetf) with it than ever before.
The taboo under which the subject of
reincarnation has been imprisoned by
certain ecclesiastical and other powers
is now being challenged by those who
seek to discover truth for themselves,
in their own way. As mystical light
spreads and illumines not only the
arkened areas of the world, but, more
important, the darkened areas of the
mind, mankind will sweep away those
man-made restrictions, limitations, and
barriers placed in his path “for his
own good.” Man, especially youthful
man, has become distrustful of those
safeguards in which he has had no
decision but has been expected to ob-
serve obediently and unquestioningly.

His own philosophical reasoning upon
the purpose of hfe, the meaning of
justice and truth, is inevitably leading
him to the subject of reincarnation. His
inner voice tells him that this is a
natural and logical explanation for the
mystery of life. But his religious train-
ing or education has assured him that
reincarnation is a superstition of un-
enlightened and ignorant people; that
if it were truth it would have been
taught to him, as is all truth! “You
wouldn’t want to come back as a cow
or a monkey, now would you?” “Why
suffer earthly trials when religion has
promised everyone peace in paradise?”
Such devastating declarations are in-
tended to make him hang his head in
shame and be grateful that he doesn’t
have to reincarnate. But, can he be
sure?

The opponents of the doctrine of
reincarnation almost always speak from
the viewpoint of this life as the first

incarnation and that reincarnation will
begin only after this lifetime. How can
they be so sure? Are they the power
which is Ereventing it from manifest-

ing? In his classic text, Mansions of
the Soul, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis wrote:
“Whether we accept the doctrine of
reincarnation or not we will continue
to live in accordance with some
law, some principle, some scheme of
things; . . .” and “What we may be-
lieve, or think, in regard to reincarna-
tion will not change one principle of
the doctrine nor affect the laws in-
volved one iota.”

Natural Law

It seems obvious that natural laws
are such because man, with all of his
speculation, cannot change them for his
own selfish reasons. He accepts the
tangible evidence of the laws of the
physical world and, if wise, cooperates
with them to his advantage. Some
aspects of the physical world still con-
found him, for his knowledge is very
limited. The true nature of electricity
and magnetism remain less than com-
pletely understood; yet man has long
since recognized certain laws which
govern the application of both of these
natural wonders, and he accepts them
as fact.

The controversy surrounding rein-
carnation stems from the fact that it is
involved in more than the physical
world; it cannot be substantiated entire-
ly within the realm of empirical knowl-
edge. Unfortunately, this opens the
subject to all kinds of unbridled specula-
tion and consequent literary trash. So
few people have made an effort to do
any personal research on the subject
for themselves that it is understandable
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there are more misinformed popular
notions about reincarnation than there
is correct knowledge. Many writers on
the subject have simply rehashed the
already abundant erroneous material
available. Yet, for those who are care-
ful to think for themselves, there exists
much good, honest literature.

In one of the finest of available
encyclopedias, under the heading of
REINCARNATION, one reads: “See
Transmigration of the Soul.” Follow-
ing instructions, one next reads,
TRANSMIGRATION OF THE SOUL OR
METEMPSYCHOsIS. The movie industry
has contributed to the confusion and
revealed its own ignorance of the
subject many times by portraying
transmigration while speaking of re-
incarnation. Of course, they have
merely consulted the same erroneous
sources without question, as others; and
they are in the luckless position of
exerting vast, unsought influence over
the trusting masses. These same masses
sincerely believe that only truth may
ever be found in print.

Evolution and Refinement

The student of esoteric truths prefers
to draw a line of refining distinction
between the several popular terms used
to describe reincarnation. Metempsy-
chois, we find, is derived from metem-
psychoein, or the Greek words meta
(over, beyond) and empsychoun (to
animate). It has to do with the rare,
if not mythical, phenomenon of spon-
taneous generation. Transmigration has
more accurately to do with soul force
or a-soul entity migrating across from
one animate vehicle to another. Such
migration is conceived to be casual, if
not chaotic or, in other words, without
plan. Reincarnation derives from Latin
and means literally acain embodied in
flesh. Mystically, it means also that
which reembodies becomes more
evolved and refined each time; it does
not admit to retrogression as is under-
stood in transmigration.

Since most of the dominant religions
of the Orient teach the doctrine of
reincarnation, it must be admitted that
the chief opponent of that philosophical
doctrine has been the traditional
Christian church. But why? There is
evidence that up until a certain time
even Christianity embraced the idea
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of reincarnation. Josephus, Jewish his-
torian, wrote in the History of the
Jewish War: “They say that all souls
are incorruptible; but that the souls of
good men are only removed into other
bodies.” In the Christian book of
Revelation—the last of the Bible—we
read, “Him that overcometh will I make
a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go no more out.” This refers
to the end of reincarnations.

Biblical References

No less than St. Augustine said, “Did
I not live in another body, or some-
where else, before entering my mother’s
womb?” If we expect reincarnation
references in the Bible to be headlined
as daring proofs, we will be dis-
appointed, for the subject was not mys-
teriously rejected then as it seems to be
now. One must be capable of recogmz-
ing references without the benefit of a
headline or index to the subject. A
typical reference is found in John 9:1-3,
Mark 9: 11-13, and Matthew 16: 13-16.
The reflections and meditation of an
open mind will reveal that the Bible
does not treat our subject as abhorrent.

Among such Christian heretical sects
as the Manicheans, Priscillianists, the
Albigenses, and the Cathari, the doc-
trine of rebirth, or reincarnation, was
no stranger and, in fact, played a part
in their suppression and destruction. It
is probable that in all of Christian
history there have been those -who,
although sincere in their faith, have
nevertheless clung privately to the
doctrine of reincarnation because their
inner self found it desirable and accept-
able as truth.

The Rosicrucians have been asked in
the past why they do not publish a
list of thinkers and prominent people
who have endorsed the doctrine of re-
incarnation. The answer is still that
such a list would prove nothing about
the truth of the subject. Throughout
history, great numbers of people have
often been wrong in their opimons. On
the other hand, this does not mean that
such a list is unobtainable. Most of the
venerated Greek philosophers accepted
reincarnation witﬁout question, as did
the Neo-Platonists and the Gnostics
after them. Spinoza, Leibniz, Goethe,
Hume, and other philosophers of their



time shared in the acceptance of re-
birth.

The delightful epitaph composed in
1728 by Benjamin Franklin, although
not used on his grave, declares his be-
lief in reincarnation. It bears repeating:
The Body of B. Franklin, Printer; Like
the Cover of an old Book, Its Contents
torn out, And stript of its Lettering and
Gilding, Lies here, Food for Worms.
But the Work shall not be wholly lost:
For it will, as we believ’d, appear once
more, In a new and more perfect
Edition, Corrected and amended By the
Author.

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “We
are driven by instinct but have in-
numerable experiences which are of no
visible value, and we may resolve
through many lives before we shall
assimilate or exhaust them.” Thomas
Edison and Henry Ford were two great
men, both of mechanical and practical
bent, who fervently accepted reincarna-
tion.

In his new book, Adventures Into
The Psychic, Jess Stearn, one of the

A

finest contemporary authors in the
field, provides us with many details
of personal reincarnation experiences of
such notables as Mark Twain, Louisa
May Alcott, General George S. Patton,
Edgar Cayce, Adela Rogers St. Johns,
and Taylor Caldwell. His story of The
Search for the Girl With the Blue Eyes
is the fascinating tale of a contemporary
Canadian girl, still living, who was able
to return to the locale of a previous life
to confirm her revelations.

The last twenty years have brought
about a drastic change in the respect-
ability, “in polite circles,” of such sub-
jects as reincarnation. Previously the
courageous seeker and thinker had to
conceal his interest in these subjects for
fear of being ostracized from his fellow
churchmen, his family, and friends; he
was considered unbalanced or possessed.
Today, if he has kept up to date in his
research, he is welcome everywhere
and is often sought out for discussion
or even public speeches. You see, today
it 1s popular to explore the lore of re-
Incarnation.

Rosa Rio at the OW

If you've heard the record, Meditation Moods, you’ll want
to see Rosa Rio playing in person at the 1970 Convention.
In the beautiful auditorium of the Royal York Hotel in
Toronto, Canada, the music comes to you in living depth
and clarity. Just another one of the features that make
this Convention the best ever. Deadlines for reservations are drawing close, so refer to
your September, 1969, Rosicrucian Digest, or write to the Convention Secretary,
AMORC, San Jose, California 95114, U.S. A.

A 1970 ROSICRUCIAN CONVENTION EVENT
JULY 16-19
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say will do, with great accent on the

word will; for, in the ultimate
analysis, will is the power that is used
whenever results are attained through
concentration. This statement is the key
to my whole argument.

I am being very frank. After twenty
years of experience as teacher, lecturer,
writer, and advisor fo and for various
schools and systems of metaphysics and
newer thought, I speak with knowledge
and demonstrable facts.

'Will power is the motive power. Itis
even more than this: it is the true, cre-
ative power in the universe. In the be-
ginning God spoke the worp. It matters
little, in this argument, what that word
may have been, but it was an expression
of will. Tt was a decree, a command, a
law, a fiat; and as such it was creative.
By its very nature, because of its origin,
and as a result of its conception, it was
electrical, controlling, directive.

Also, it was mental power! Its ema-
nation from a superior, divine mind
does not imply that it was a unique
manifestation or beyond the probability
of human repetition. For, man has all
the divinity of mind that God could
give of Himself: the same will; the
same creative powers; the same justifi-
cation to use the will power of mind.
God’s very nature and plan assure us
of our immediate and intimate relation-
ship with God. And that relationship
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Dr. H. Seencer Lewis, F. R. C.

What Concentration
Will Do

is of the mind and inner self—the only
divine part of man that can conceive.

Where does concentration come in?
You ask this question just as thousands
have and still do each day. Most of
these inquirers seek private, personal,
or class instruction at exorbitant fees
from one who has just given a free
course of psychology lectures; and each
learns one important lesson at least in
regard to psychology. It can be very
practical (and profitable) to some!

One of the many, natural mighty
forces and motive powers in the world,
free to all, is water—even the peaceful,
quiet, mirrorlike pool. To use that still,
inactive power to the best advantage,
and make it demonstrate its might, we
must concentrate it. We proceed to di-
rect it into a narrow stream, then to-
ward a focal point, and then focus that
point upon the one definite manifesta-
tion we desire. Witness enormous rocks
and sides of mountains moved in min-
ing districts by use of a hose and nozzle
connected to the reservoir of still, po-
tent water on a higher level.

Another great, natural force in this
universe is evenly distributed over half
of the earth, all the time—sunlight!
“Life, Light, and Love” are in sun-
light, said the ancient Rosicrucians.
Power to create and destroy is there,
also, demonstrates the modern, practical
mystic.

But sunlight, too, must be concen-
trated in order to apply and demon-
strate its power. Magnifying glasses,
reflectors, prisms—these are ﬂg‘le means
of condensing, concentrating, and di-
recting the tranquil, static power of the
sunrays. Witness mighty machinery
being operated today by sunlight;
marvel at the heat and fire and
penetrating power of the sunlight which
passes through a small reading glass in



your hand! Do you see the point of
my illustrations?

The will power of the human mind
is as broad and universal in its passive
nature as the waters of the earth or the
sunlight of the skies; and, when the
will of man is focused, concentrated,
and directed at one point it is mightier,
more potent, more insistent than all
the water power or sun power that man
has ever been able to control.

Concentration of the potent will is
not only possible but it also is neces-
sary. Until the mind power in man is
concentrated, it is about as dynamic
and vigorous as the steam that rises into
and floats about in space from an open
boiler.

But again, confine, limit, concentrate,
and direct that steam! Concentration,
in practical mysticism, means bringing
all of the conceptional, creative, direc-
tive power of the mind to a focal point.

Now, please note the qualities and
attributes given to the mind. Let us
study them:

1. Conception. Before concentrating
any power into action, the director of
the process must clearly and concisely
conceive exactly what is to be done,
why, and when. Such conception must
include a clear mental picture of how
the demonstration will start, proceed,
and end—and what the ultimate mani-
festation is to be like. Indefiniteness,
constant fretting, repeating of affirma-
tions, doubting, analyzing, questioning,
revising, modifying, and other mental
gymnastics prevent clear conception
and make concentration impossible.

2. Creating. In conceiving and visu-
alizing the action that you desire to
demonstrate, create the whole manifes-
tation, step by step, element by element
—as you would design or create a
building or map out a picture or can-
vas. As you conceive and visualize,
create each element by placing it in
the scheme of things as a thing alive.
Man alone, of all living creatures, has
this creative power and ability; and the
few who use it are looked upon as
geniuses.

3. Directing. As you complete your
visualizing, and have created a living,
vital, active conception in your mind,
direct its passage out of the broad, uni-

versal reservoir of your mind, into the
narrow channel of outer manifestation
at that point, place, time, and condition
where the great demonstration is to
occur.

And the divine-human will of man
is the motive power that pushes the
created conception through the channel
of the mind into the world of practical
things. That is all there is to 1t!

Concentration wiLL do it! It is a law,
a law of physics as well as of psy-
chology.

And the right application of this law
is what we call practical mysticism.
The Rosicrucian teachings come under
this classification.

vV AV
The Negative Side of the Argument

The above article has presented the
positive side of the principles relating
to the use of concentration. There is a
negative side that is equally important.

Do not believe that continual con-
centration upon the created object will
strengthen it or bring it into a living
demonstration. As has been explained,
the object desired must be created after
its conception and then it must be con-
centrated upon until it is brought to a
focal point. But, note that at this mo-
ment one is to send it through the chan-
nel from the mind into the outer world.

The mistake made by thousands who
try the process of concentration is their
understanding that they are to keep on
concentrating upon the visualized or
created object, as though fostering,
maturing, and protecting it from con-
tact with the outer world; and it never
reaches the hour of birth!

One may compare this mistaken plan
to that of one’s writing a telegram
which has been carefully conceived and
analyzed, so that just sufficient words
are used, rightfully placed to give the
precise meaning, viewing all possible
Interpretations, visualizing what the
reader of it will comprehend by it, how
he will react, and so on—and then,
holding the telegram in one’s hand and
rereading it, every two or three min-
utes, and concentrating upon its per-
fected conception.

It will not reach the telegraph office,

nor go over the wires, nor be handed
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to the intended reader until 1t 15 RE-
LEASED by the sender. True, if you
concentrate properly and the intended
reader is also concentrating and recep-
tive, he may receive the message men-
tally, but such proper concentration on
the sender’s part also includes releasing
the message, not continuing to simply
hold it in the mind in a condensed
form, brain-bound.

If there is any power in concentra-
tion at all, it is sufficient to concentrate
for only a few moments—not hours. If
the whole process is workable, it must
be along true psychological lines.

The mind works rapidly, with light-
ning speed. It cannot be successfully
measured in its time action in most
cases. One mnute of deep and profound
concentration upon any one perfected
idea establishes it in the Cosmic Mind.
Hours of further concentration cannot
add one iota to that establishment.

Releasing is a simple process. Will
power, the strongest force in the grasp
of man’s existence, will urge a mental
idea Into action by directing it out of
the mind into the open, the all, the
Cosmic.

If you have confidence in the process
of concentration sufficient to warrant
you to try the law, then you must
have confidence in the cosmic principle
to carry it through. Therefore, as soon
as you have created your living, breath-
ing, visualized desire in your mind,
and have concentrated on 1t for a mo-
ment or two to bring all of your broad
consciousness to the center of the cre-
ated thing, then po NoT concentrate any
longer but, with confidence and con-
viction, release it from your mind,
knowing that you have done all you
can ever do by any psychological meth-
od to bring it into material objectivity.

If you po Nor kNow that you have
done all that you can do, then do not
expect to have any results, and further
concentration is useless.

Since thousands of readers of the Rosicru-
cian Digest have not read many of the
earlier articles of Dr. H. Spencer Lewis,
first Imperator of the present Rosicrucian
cycle, each month one of his outstanding
articles is reprinted so that his thoughts
will continue to be represented within the
pages of this publication.

been organized:

Reno Pronaocs, Reno, Nevada

NEW PRONAOI ORGANIZED

During the past year the following twelve new subordinate bodies of AMORC have

Birmingham Pronaos, Birmingham, Alabama
Stockton Pronaos, Stockton, California

Birmingham Pronaos, Birmingham, Warks , England
Luton Pronaos, Luton, Beds., England

Philippine Pronaos, Manila, Philippines

Acapulco Pronaos, Acapulco, Gro., Mexico

.
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Alfa y Omega Pronaos, Ensenada, B. C., Mexico
Guadalajara Pronaos, Guadalajara, Jal., Mexico
Chichen-Itza Pronaos, Mexicali, B. C., Mexico

Saltillo Pronaos, Saltillo, Coah , Mexico

Luz de Guayana Pronaos, San Felix, Edo. Bolivar, Venezuela

If you live in the vicinity of these subordinate bodies, we encourage you to visit them.




EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

Louise Cunningham, Felton, California, artist now in her ninetieth year, has
devoted seventy-nine years to art. She was born in Berkeley of French parentage
and began her studies at the age of eleven—the youngest student to be accepted
at the Mark Hopkins Art School on Nob Hill in San Francisco.

Her uncle, Jules Jacques, was a distinguished Paris artist and a member of the
French Royal Academy. Mrs. Cunningham has exhibited widely through the
years, winning numerous awards. She is also an art instructor, an activity she
continues to this very day. Her recent exhibition in the Art Gallery in the Rosi-
crucian Egyptian Museum attracted much interest.

Shown above is the artist with one of her paintings entitled Old Cedar of the
Mountains.

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM FRANCE

Raymond Bernard, Supreme Legate for Europe, wishes to express the thanks of the
Grand Lodge for France and French-speaking countries to all those members who so
kindly contributed to the purchase of their beautiful new quarters in Le Neubourg,
Normandy.

[111]
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BREAKING THE LANGUAGE BARRIER WITH SYMBOLS
(continued from page 92)

‘We substituted instead the ON, OFF
symbols in general use in electronics
and they proved, in testing, to be
quickly and easily comprehended by
the average consumer.

Not all problems are solved so simply.
One of the gauges we developed for
Deere & Company was a simple one
indicaiing fuel supply (Fig. 6).

Fig.6.  Fig.7. Fig. 8.

o
-
O

No difficulty was encountered until
the symbols, d)(;signed as black outlines
on a white background were reproduced
in reverse (Fig. 7).

The confusion was finally resolved
by slightly redesigning the symbols, so
that the empty tank was not quite
empty and the full tank was not quite
full (Fig. 8).

Thereafter it made no difference how
they were reproduced: the meaning was
unambiguous.

Another example of how the frame
of reference affects the meaning of
symbols is the story concerning the
attempt made by . . . authorities in South
Africa to enlist the natives’ help in
clearing the local mine tracks of rocks.
A sign was developed that carried the
following ‘“message”:

FULL

HALF

EMPTY

Africa Mine Truck Drawing Figure 9.

iy

f=. %)
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It was a notoriously unsuccessful
campaign. Indeed, the rocks seemed to
multiply rather than disappear until
someone realized that the natives were
reading the sign from right to left
rather than from left to right.

Symbols, as we have seen, are as
old as civilization itself. The signs of
the zodiac, Egyptian hieroglyphs, the
elaborate ecclesiastical symbology of the
Middle Ages all bear witness to man’s
continuing efforts to communicate with
his fellow beings on a non-verbal level.
And, though we may not always be
aware of it, we still use an astomishing
array of symbol languages in our daily
life:

Miscellaneous Symbol Systems Figure 10.

CHEMISTRY

C¢HsCH; + 2Cr0,Cl, - C4HsCH;. 2(

$39C#c/#q0Cca3unAvAX

P19l == A P}~

3

N

!

o
9
S

fognt=(n+1)logn—n+4 log2n + 35~

WEATKER

vvv - aa LAl PO S ~00

CEEX aE N

o=Ss=n
20 2A0mD0E?ED w022 L 29w 120 23!

Tiorita@s 1 vl

[ Fo

) GEN 3
3. Uy 'Pu;...mu “403 2640 Dz
= e e Sk s @ A @ 5

BUSINESS

KF#$¢£@%2/C%B/.,&©*TI§




Many of these vocabularies—most
notably musical, mathematical and sci-
entific notation—long ago transcended
all national barriers. Now we face the
challenge of codifying similar sets of
symbols for other activities and occupa-
tions which also bring together people
of many different cultures.

High on the priority list is transporta-
tion. Under the guidance of the United
Nations, most of the member countries

. . some time ago adopted a set of
standard _traffic signals which have
since undoubtedly saved thousands of
lives and averted general chaos on the
highways and byways of Europe. To-
day, with millions of multilingual
travelers taking to the air, it has be-
come a matter of pressing importance
to provide similar guidance in the major
air terminals of the world. “These
signs,” writes anthropologist Margaret
Mead, “will enable mankind to use the
great new freedom of worldwide travel.
Without them, hungry, frightened, con-
fused people will continue to clog the
travel lanes, come to grief on the roads,
return disenchanted to their small pro-
vincial worlds, and contribute to the
isolation and bhostility in which many
human communities live today.”*

A good start has been made already
in this direction with most U.S. air-
ports using symbols developed by the
Air Transport Association:

Air Transport Association Signs Figure 11.

l ARRIVING FLIGHTS I l 10 GATES 124 BAGGAGE CHECKIN
I MENS TORET l GROUNO TRANSPORTATION IBANK CURRENCY EXCHANGE
‘ WOMENS T \ lwAlYlNG ROOM LOUNGE Icusvous Krraere l

And their use was spread well beyond
our own national frontiers. Not long
ago, when I landed in Russia, I was
surprised and pleased to find in the
Moscow airport the same signs that we
had already installed in a new terminal
building in Dallas. Suddenly, I was not
a stranger.

Another encouraging utilization of
symbols has been in recent world’s fairs
and at the Olympic Games where much
imagination and taste have been de-
voted to the development of whole
systems of glyphs and pictographs
(Figure 12).

Olympic Symbols

Maxico Olympic 68 Events Expo 67 Facititice

With these examples before us as
proof that symbols can indeed speak
m a thousand tongues, we must now
approach the greater task of assembling,
systematizing and disseminating this
great wealth of graphic material. Then,
with the aid of an international advisory
group who will evaluate the material,
an authoritative dictionary will be pro-
duced, and through its use people all
over the globe will be able to better
understand one another.

1 “Communication Among All People, Every-
where,” Natural History, Journal of the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, August-
September 1968.

Reprinted from The Conference Board Record,
March 1969

Please accept my sincere thanks.

IN APPRECIATION

I use this occasion to express my appreciation for the many good wishes and greetings
received from members throughout the world on the occasion of my birthday, February
14. T regret that it is not possible to acknowledge all of the kind thoughts personally.

RALPH M. LEWIS
Imperator
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O N THE GROUNDs of the Martinez de
Pasqually Lodge in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, a sphinx, reminiscent of Ancient

Egypt, has been erected. For the
dedication ceremonies, three temporary
pyramids were constructed as part of a
special program prepared for that
occasion. This symbolic monument is
an interesting addition to the already
attractive grounds of the Lodge.

FASRAVARNVAN

Former Colombe Susie Supernaw of
Tulsa, Oklahoma, has received a Presi-
dential Scholars Award—a medal—and
during her visit to Washington had an
opportunity to meet and talk with
President Nixon and other government
leaders. Scholarship, leadership, and
school activities are areas considered in
the naming of Presidental Scholars.

Susie has been active in drama,
music, student government, and pub-
lications at Central High School. In
addition she worked with the Red Cross
and a girls’ service organization. She
is interested in church work, and in
her spare times writes songs and poems,
plays the piano and guitar, paints,
sketches, and makes ceramics. She has
been awarded scholarships from the
American Association of University
Women and the Santa Fe Railroad.
This talented young lady is attending
Phillips University, Emd, Oklahoma,
and we offer to her our congratulations
and best wishes.

[1141]

v AV

Frater Kenneth G. Stephens, Past
Master of Atlantis Chapter, AMORC,
Washington, D.C., was installed as a
newly elected Area Chairman of the
District of Columbia’s Neighborhood
Planning Council. The impressive cere-
mony, held in the Auditorium of the
Department of Commerce in Washing-
ton, was well attended by civic leaders
and dignitaries, including the District
of Columbia’s Mayor, the Honorable
Walter E. Washington, out of whose
office the Neighborhood Planning Coun-
cil operates.

The Council’s program is designed
to stimulate interest in and encourage
the District’s youth to participate in
various recreational, educational, and
cultural activities, implemented by the
concerned residents of a given com-
munity area—of which there are twenty
—with Frater Stephens as Chairman of
Area No. 1.

AVOA

Many AMORC members from San
Francisco and vicinity attended the
Francis Bacon Lodge’s Annual Mystical
Festival in San Francisco. The varied
program for the one-day event was
under the chairmanship of Soror Jeanne
M. Wilson and included the Seventh
Degree Initiation and a Colombe In-
stallation. An illustrated lecture of the
1969 Rosicrucian Egyptian Tour was
given by Soror June Holt. Frater
Gerald A. Bailey, Editor of the Rosi-
crucian Digest, represented the Grand
Lodge and gave the Convocation Ad-
dress. A banquet in the evening brought
the enjoyable day to a close.



Radio stations WOOK, Washington,
D.C., and WEAM, Arlington, Virginia,
gave 30-second spot announcements as
a public service for the Extension
activities of the Atlantis Chapter (Wash-
ington, D.C.). The announcements were
read once or twice a day at indefinite
times for twelve weeks.

AV OA

A
Among those participating in the De-
troit Conclave were the following from
Detroit and Lansing, Michifan—from

left to right—Irene Muse, Colombe Di-
rector; Colombes Harriet Pierce, Debbie
Freeland, of Lansing; Ardith Muse,
Ruby McNairy, of Detroit; and Lor-
raine Goldston, of Lansing.

AV A

We are pleased to learn that Soror
Elizabeth Paul of Winchendon, Massa-
chusetts, has received a Certificate of
Merit from London and is now listed in
Who's Who among American poets.
Congratulations!

vV AV

For quite some time now educational
authorities of the United States have
been carrying out an intensive cam-
paign in schools, aimed at educating
students on the dangers involved in the
use and abuse of drugs.

A school in San Jose recently spon-
sored a series of conferences dealing
with this subject. It was carried out by
professional people not belonging to its
regular teaching staff, and Alexander
E. Braun, Assistant Editor of El Rosa-

cruz (the Spanish-language counterpart
of the Rosicrucian Digest), was invited
to begin the series of conferences due
to the interest generated in educational
circles by the scientific content of his
series, “Brave New Era,” appearing in
this magazine and El Rosacruz as well
as in O Rosacruz, the version in Portu-
guese, published by the Grand Lodge
of Brazil.

Frater Braun'’s subject, “The Use and
Abuse of Drugs Throughout History,”
was very well received by the students
as well as the teaching staff and visitors.
The second part of this program of
scientific information was in charge of
Cedric Braun, his brother, who spoke
on a work prepared by him for the
occasion: a comparative study of the
effects of marijuana, LSD, heroin,
alcohol, and tobacco on the functioning
of the human body. He was heartily
congratulated for it. It should be
mentioned that Cedric Braun, who is
only thirteen years old, is a member
of our Junior Order. The session ended
with an open forum carried out by the
two speakers, with questions being
asked of them by the students, teachers,
and visitors.

By special request of that educational
center, both talks were later recorded
on tape not only for use by that estab-
lishment as a permanent part of its
curriculum on drugs but also by other
schools of California.

\4
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A wedding of interest to Rosicrucians
took place in Wellington, New Zealand,
when Soror Vicki Thompson and
Frater John Pennington were married.
The ceremony was held in the beauti-
ful Nurses’ Chapel at the Wellington
Public Hospital where, previous to her
marriage, Soror Vicki was a Nursing
Sister. She is the eldest daughter of
Frater Douglas Thompson and Soror

Thompson and also a former Colombe
of Wellington Chapter. Her brides-
maids were her sisters Vivienne,
Colombe Emeritus of Wellington Chap-
ter; Elizabeth, Colombe-in-waiting; and
Rosemary Horne, Senior Colombe of
Auckland Lodge. Frater and Soror
Pennington are making their home in
Opotiki, and we extend to them our
best wishes.

WHEN SOUL AND BODY PART
IS SELF EXTINGUISHED LIKE
A SNUFFED-OUT CANDLE
FLAME?

Does Self

survive

death?

A doctrine of immortality is
both expedient and instinctive.
Expedient, because it gives man a
chance to atone for his mistakes,
to make retribution, or to realize
ideals in another life for which
somehow there never was time in
the one life. Instinctive, because
the impelling force which causes
man to struggle, to fight to live on,
makes him reluctant to admit or
accept the belief that all must end
at death. BUT ARE THESE
PROOFS? Are there any facts
which actually support the doc-
trine of immortality?

The ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST e San Jose ® California 95114 ¢ U.S.A.*

An extremely illuminating discourse analyz-
ing all of the above questions has been pre-
pared, and is now available to subscribers of
the ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST without cost.
You need only subscribe—or resubscribe—to
the ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST for six months
at the regular rate of $2.20 (18/6 sterling).
Be sure to ask for your FREE copy of the
discourse “Does Self Survive Death?”*

\

*This offer does not epply to members of AMORC, who already receive the Rosicrucian Digest as part of
their membership.

WHERE PHILOSOPHERS TROD »——>

This peristyle is a colonnaded side of the renowned Parthenon in Athens. This Doric-styled
temple whose architects were Ictinus and Callicrates and whose whole design was supervised
by the famous sculptor, Phidias, is said to be one of the finest architectural structures in the
world. Its construction began in 447 B.C. Many of the great philosophers were in the ancient
ceremonial processions along this walk.

(Photo by AMORC)

ENTRY INTO ETERNITY (Overleaf)

A familiar cremation scene on the burning ghats (steps) of the Baghmati River in Kath-
mandu, Nepal. The river is sacred to the Nepalese Hindus and is said to flow into the Ganges
of India. The body being cremated by this common method is that of a young woman.

{Photo by AMORC)
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ROSE-CROIX
UNIVERSITY

Centered here in the Santa Clara
Valley, among growing cultural and in-
dustrial activities, is a seat of learning
dedicated to Rosicrucians everywhere.
Rose-Croix University has long been
the pride of the Order! In it are mani-
fested those ideals embodied in the Search for Truth—freedom of investigation; freedom of
thought; tolerance, humanitarianism; the advance of science and reason; the development of
the mystical nature; and the unifying properties of Rosicrucian philosophy.

Under competent personal instruction, each Rosicrucian is given an opportunity to express
his views and entertain discussion on those questions in his particular field of interest. Here
theories are converted into useful realities. Here learning is made a pleasure.

The instruction follows the same simple style of the
monographs. No previous college training is necessary.
Plan now to join with other Rosicrucians in weekly courses
of study and unforgettable experi-
ences. Free Summer Study Program
. . . . IN 1970
gives complete information. Write to Courses will be
THE REGISTRAR, ROSE-CROIX offered
UNIVERSITY, Rosicrucian Park, JUNE 22-27
San Jose, California 95114, U.S.A. Ju':f"_’:-:_‘:t,v 4
Attend one, two, or three weeks.




BRAVE NEW ERA

It used to be that the medical pl-.of:es-
gion had no problems in deterrqmmg
death—that is, the moment at which a

atient’s  life-functions  cease beyond

medicine’s possibilities to restore them
_it occurred, simply, when t'h_e heart
stopped beating. Then, as medicine pro-
gressed, it became possible to restore
heart action under circumstances that a
few years—or even a few months—before
would have been considered lmpOSSlbl?-
Giill, there was no major probl'em, for if
\here was still any hgart action—be it
normal or restored—going on, there was
life.

Then came transplants . . . . . and
problems.

Advances in the techniques of by-pass-
ing the body’s natural defenses, which
react by attacking any foreign substances
in the organism, and which eventually
(as in the case of heart transplants) lead
to tissue rejection and death, point to a
breakthrough that may not come at
#some time in the future” but at any
time, leading to a more complete control
of the body’s rejection mechanism. This
would make possible a much wider range
of completely successful transplants than
ever before: heart, liver, stomach, and
even eyes, arms, and legs . . . with any-
one as a potential donor!

Immediately it becomes apparent that
the most touchy problem will be that of
the source of supply of these ‘“spare
parts,” which principally would have to
come from accident victims. The recent
heart transplants have underscored the
absolute need that the operation be car-
ried out as soon after death as possible,
for if an organ is to have a better chance
to survive as a transplant, time is of the
essence, for once death occurs, that or-
gan’s lifespan within its original body is
very limited. Thus, in the case of a heart
transplant, the heart to be transplanted
is kept beating and respiration is main-
tained artificially, so that it technically
is removed from a “living” body.

In the majorily of cases, people dying
in hospitals for instance, the question of
when death occurs poses no problems,
for the deceased’s organs cannot be used
for transplant purposes due to their con-
dition; but this is not the case in brain
injuries, where transplants are possible,
as the other organs are undamaged by
protracted disease.

Clearly then, a new definition of death
was needed, in order to combat the ethical
and legal problems which this would
cause (for another facet of the problem,
see Brave New Era, May 1968). Finally,
1t was agreed to shift the denominator of
death from the heart to the brain. It
was agreed that the person recording a
flat electroencephalogram, indicating that
no hrain waves are being produced,

would be considered dead, and therefore
eligible as an organ donor.

Everybody was happy.

Then iwo incidents threw this care-
fully prepared definition out of kilter.
A teenager had an accident and received
serious brain injury. At the hospital the
doctors found him to be dead, according
to the five criteria of death which the
Council for Inlernational Organization of
Medical Science had laid down: there
was loss of all response to the environ-
ment; complete abolition of reflexes and
muscle tone; ccssation of spontaneous
respiration; abrupt fall in the arterial
blood pressure, and a flat EEG. This
should have closed the case, but a gnaw-
ing intuition on the part of the doctors
made them keep him on drugs and arti-
ficial respiration, regardless of the elec-
troencephalograph’s readings.

Two weeks later, a change began tak-
ing place. The EEG began showing new
activity where there had been none, spon-
taneous respiration was regained, and,
two months after the accident, the boy
was back in excellent mental and physical
condition.

The second case was that of a fourteen-
year-old girl who received a head injury
requiring surgery for a skull fracture
and bleeding in the brain. She was coma-
tose upon admission, and although she
still had spontaneous respiration and
normal blood pressure after the opera-
tion, she remained deeply comatose, with
wide pupils, no response to stimuli, and
a flat EEG. Yet a week later her EEG
reading was normal, and today she is in
fine condition.

From all this, it would seem that there
is really no way of determining the
moment of death with any sort of finality,
but even so, a new, more reliable stand-
ard seems to have been found. It has
been theorized by medical authorities that
if the brain is still alive it must consume
oxygen, regardless of a flat EEG, so by
administering nitrous oxide gas to the
patient and measuring its degree of clear-
ance through the brain, an index of blood
flow can be obtained, and thus of the
amount of brain tissue being perfused.
Catheters are then placed high in the
internal carotid artery and the jugular
vein, and the oxygen level in arterial and
venous blood is measured. If there is a
difference between the two, it means that
some part of the brain is still metaboliz-
ing and the patient ought not to be given
up or used as an organ donor.

This test is accurate and easy to per-
form, and gives doctors a firmer and
much needed hasis from which to pro-
ceed . . . . . that is, until the frontiers
of death are once again pushed a little
farther away, as so often has happened
during this, our hrave new era.—AEB




Adventures In Reading

The following are but a few of the many books of the
Rosicrucian Library, which are fascinating and instruc-
tive. For a complete list and description, write for Free
Catalogue. Send order and request to address below.

MENTAL POISONING
By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph. D.
Do poisoned thoughts, like mysterious rays, reach through
the ethereal realms to claim innocent victims? Can the
thoughts of some enslave us? Price, $2.95 (£1/4/9 sterling).

WHISPERINGS OF SELF
By Validivar
W hisperings of Self is the interpretation of cosmic impulses
received by a great mystic-philosopher, Ralph M. Lewis, who
in this work writes under the pen name of Validivar. Price,
$2.95 (£1/4/9 sterling).

GLANDS—Our Invisible Guardians

By M. W. Kapp, M. D.
Do you realize that minute organic substances—glands—often
cause your weaknesses and your strong points? They fashion
your character and influence your personality. Each glandu-
lar excess or deficiency produces a glandular type—a distinct
kind of personality. Learn what your glandular personality is.
Illustrated. Price, $2.95 (£1/4/9 sterling).

THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF JESUS
By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph. D.

The secret teachings of the Master Jesus, for many ages
privately preserved in unknown archives, are herein brought
to light. This beautifully bound book is illustrated with
photographs of sacred sites, including the garden tomb of
Jesus, as filmed by AMORC Camera Expedition. Price, $3.75
(£1/11/3 sterling).

¢ California residents add 5% for sales tax.

+ The

Rosicrucian Supply Bureau
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95114, U. S. A.

or
Commgonwealth Administration
Queensway House, Queensway
Bognor Regis, Sussex, England




