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Rosicrucian Park 
History 

December 1927 
to the Present: 

Part One 

by David Cherveny, FR. C. 

T1JC Grnud 7i-111plt, arigi11r1/9, det!itrtted m the 
S11pm11r Trmple i11 /949. 

TH IS YEAR Rosicrucian Park marks its 
seventy-fifth year as the focus of Rosicrucian 
acrivicy in North America and the world. The 

word focus is a most apt description since in the 
households of ancient Rome, the hearth (,focus in 
Latin) was the center of rhe home. Sacred to thl'. 
Goddess Vesta whose virtues defined rhe sancriL)', 
purity, and harmony of the ideal Roman family, 
the hcanh provided warmth and light, and it was 
rhe place where nourishment was prepared. In so 
many ways, .Rosicrucian Park has served the 
Rosicrucian Order and the San Jose community in 
these very capacities. 

Rosicrucian Park's Supreme Temple', dedicated 
on July 17, 1949, was made possible by die generous 
donarions of Rosicrucians from all walks of life. 
From char momenr, it has embodied rhe very soul 
of Rosicrucian Work and Worship. It was a dream 
of Dr. H. Spencer Lewis co erecr a cemple chac could 
accommodate all those who might wish co attend 
Convocations and pal'[icipate in all aspects of 
Rosicrucian spirirual life. Conscrucrion began 
when die material shortages and rationing following 
World War [I came co an end. Today ir is home ro 
che ricual life of the English and Spanish Grand 
Lodges. Devoted Rosicrucians flock from around 
the world ro visic rhis magnificent remple and, if 
possible, rake their initiations within chis vibranc 
sacred space. 

The Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, dedicated on 
November 26, 1966, is a living center of instruction 
and inspirarion for Rosicrucian students, school 
children on tours, and perennial students of all walks 
of life. Special exhibirs, rams, lectures, workshops, 
and salons provide a kaleidoscopic exposure co 
humanity's cultural and ethical development. 

Since 1939, the Rosicrucian Research Library 
has served the research needs of those who hunger 
for greater understanding of the arts, sciences, 
philosophy, ,ind more arcane subjecrs. Here is 
found an amazing repository of resource material 
ranging from rare, beamifully bound first editions 
ro scrolls and videos, or perhaps a recent download 
from the internet. Research Librarian Soror Myra 
Marsh gladly and quickly locates specific articles 
and reference works to assist your research needs. 

Rosirrnri1111 P11rk. 11 kr1/cit!osropir mltuml r.,p,.,-imf(. Btgi1111i11g ,11 the top 
righr 1111rl prormli11g rlol'k1visr. /(ft' see the !?CUI /J11ildi11g. Rosia11rir111 
Hturtrth Lilmny. Cn111rl Temple, Obrlisk, AMORC Arl1J1i11istmtio11 /J11ilrli11g, 
Rosicrurir111 Eg;rptir111 Musmm, Akl11111t1J11 Shrine, ,111,/ tht f'lfl11'1ttrit1111. 

\. 



The Arts are essential at Rosicrucian Park. 

Th, Cflmpmlmun fl'l!t. " gift j,"-0111 th, Hmnn Lod/!,t, emhodin the 
stm1ity of //11 Orien/(1/ bmsh pf/inting. Ii J/J{({/eJ th, Rfltirmcinn Egyptin11 
ft,fme11111i north 111nll 

Smlp1111't! "Coming nnd Goi11g"gn:u1 nft'oss th, pl11dd center of Rosimtci1111 
Pf//lt i11 the 19401. 

Soro,· Dinn11 Bo/let Stt9•eri "Mum/ of /11iti,11io11" in the 
G1r111d Temple, 011, of111n11y 11111henric £gyptinn 111nm/J 
cn:111,tl by Soror Sn!y,rfar the Temple'! i111,ri01: 

011, of\Yfi111erholtfers sphi11.w. 
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1"i11 the 
1'/1/IYI/; 

tphim.:r1. 

Souvenfrs of the Park's Early Years 

looking down Nllglu Avm111•, c. I 939. 

Fm,uis B11co11 A11di1ori11111, 1930,. 

The origi,/(II Rosicr11ci1111 Egyp1i11n n11d Orir11f(I/ M11m1111, 1930s. 

Dedicated in 1970, the AMO RC Administration 
Building houses the offices of our Venernble Grand 
Master, Soror Julie Scott, officers of the Supreme 
Grand Lodge, rhe Grand Lodge, and rhe staff fol' 
the Membership, Inmucrion, and Publications 
Departments. Ir is here that teamwork, a spirited 
determination co apply positive models, and new 
applications of technology are propelling the Order 
inro the 21st century. 

The bea11riful grounds of Rosicrucian Park 
provide an oasis of serenity in the midst of the frantic 
bustle of Silicon Valley. In its early days of pioneer 
settlement the Santa Clara Valley was known as "The 
V.'lllcy of Heart's Delight," and perhaps a portion of 
rhat magical place is preserved here for the pilgrim in 
need of the spiritual refreshment chat beautiful 
surroundings can pl'ovide. 

There arc other resources at Rosicrucian Park 
that are absolutely viral and ac rimes all too invisible. 
These are the volunreers and the donors. Stand in rhe 
middle of the Parl< and look about you. If ir were 
not for rhe service and support of legions of these 
unselfish benefactors from 1927 to the present, a very 

different, subdivided, scene might greet your eyes. 
The very earth beneath your feet, rhe statuary, much 
of the landscaping, and the striking archirecrure arc 
a.II, co some degree, the result of generous acts of 
service, donations, and bequests. 

The artistry and craftsmanship of Rosicrucian 
members greet the eye wherever you rurn your ga1.e in 
the Park. The sratdy sphinxc:s and the evocative 
sculpture "Coming and Going" by Frater Erwin 
Winrerholder, Swiss artist and Rosicrucian, occupy 
special niches in the imagination of all those who 
have viewed these works of art. Tn designing che 
stunning murals for the Grand 1emple, Soror 
Diana Bovee Salyer, a former Los Angeles Counry 
Museum staff anise, li.ilfilled a unique volunteer 
oppom,niry. When construction of the temple 
intcrior was finished, rhe mural designs were scaled 
to the dimensions ()f chc temple's interior walls, 
rhe outlines applied, and many rnlenred Rosicrncian 
volunteers panicipared direcrly in the coloration 
and decorntion of chis sacred place. Whal began 
in I 927 continues to evolve and attract the 
attcnrion, energy, and efforts of chose devoted co 
Rosicrucian principles. 
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San Jose Mercury Herald Saturday Morning January 22, 1931 

Let us get acquainted 
We are your neighbors here in San Jose, 
We are known all over the W orld---but---

Do YOU know the Rosicrucians? 
Hundred• of promlnMl men and women viait u, yearly from 11U pnrla of the World, and reaide here In 
San Joae for day.. Hundred, of lOCIII reaidenta viait Ol" Orienbll Muaewn 11_nd Egyptian Building 
monthly. We have made San Joae known to milllon, throughout theWorld-but there may be l'I few in 
thia di,trict who do not know u., What would YOU aay lo a. 1tr11.ngtt> who aaked you about u1? Would 
your Civic Pride let you admit that you knew leu about u. than a man living in Eu.ropo? 

Or. H. Spencer LewiJ, F'.R.C. 
NuiM,.1 llud of 1t.♦ llo1kr'6dn.1 

A Roli,d N ,S.n J♦H 
u,I lf♦1rJ T, .. ,.,., .nJ LHf.,,, 

Here are some very interesting facts YOU should know 

What the Ro1lcrucl11m 
11r-11nd are not. 

T"4 R0tlrfllll'f■11t I~ lil4 R, .. k"'4n Shl""U• 
.._, <M1lJt\l\t • f1&u1•1I ._-.,.,1,.1l• d 
•nry tJ I •II.I t.lN"""t<i '"'°'1• 1lt tflllbl• 
11.otl h NOT• l-rrt.•n\ rnr • 11lld..-, or «,~ 
t.ul111<wt••lu1i... 

111 ft1t. lh ... ,ltfffl,• n,11oUic11k».-1 h " 
~• ofa1dlr'....:•Of(Mi;,,1~11wi ~ nu. 
flU~, l\t OJ.J r,1~..->. l)f ff111; ..... "'Ulof 
ei••, .r-.h, lioliri. It h C1Wt-11la.!11 ,,..,,,._ •r 
lMK. fl.OU Wlilflllly ••-c.••hN ,,. f(\f 1>--1,, 
•"-' 11,u 1Ul◄1Ht fM,ltNM•, Mt H, ,~c•\l,i•· 
,1'tp h c,pt• l♦ ..,__,. u wtll u .... 111-J I"' 
ptlf,."ofii •I a.II fl(ft, 111 t-.rut,, 1,iJ 111 U• 

llcl-ln.1 1111 ... iti,e,,-t '"'-' .w.: ""' ,,.. ""UI'" 

h It,. ~tw,l,lifJ d116tf I tul•,l11t, W Ul4: 
,l ,.u■INloOll t,.f l,.,._lrJit th.t .. ,ti fM"l-4 

•1• 1i,,I ••t• bl Int tf'Of't al,,..1tA.ntlJ • ..U1 

HU"-"f•llr, r-c• lurf'il1, nd .,.,. f,d(t• 
ftllf. th .t._hh1o ti-,,, bu1t lh, ttt~.,..., 
of ••• "'°"'11 au•tk, •...-~Ct r( •II ,c,,. 
•• t 1t.l, l.-k:J1.-. ~t1"1tl7 11rwnd, I, lite 
1,if,••~l1♦ Mfat-Nt,fofkf111 nllofr. 

11.f ,,..111, .. tit 1..,. ltM1t1,u~ I, 1kc m,u 
11tOI • 11J ,...._ k, 11, tnitt. n., It ~• , 
ul·if,,:,ul C19Wt• i'l t (f\,-11 , • .U.r 11,111 

(1..,1,1t...l1t, U11 Ii- IOit ltu il.M.'41'!1 JJ•\tt 
of Ktl••Ak-WJtHI. 

Famoua in Early American What the Ro1icrucian1 freely 
Hiatory. offer to othera. 

n.. Roiikr9(;1ua I 111 ,,. , M ,\.,110, 11 
l'litllllt'1 ► -. btl II li-o 1111 Md • ft.lat, lll 
w>&. "~I• 1" n .... u,, ,M ,..,._,, J,11,,. 
.,,., ~• o«k,o til t'-t "la•lo1i.. allfr h 
ti-1 I f"tltk{p111J fa l\t nUt,,l•tlia.tf':I tif •••1 
of AN,K,·, '·~· h11tt.t ... ~ Tllf IJtMh,tl~ 
h.J(!oJ hll 1 1104~• 11t»tJ b ~HIJ6n Wi1'1 
~ f"'-lt&t"4 ., 1\1• Jl,~1,,1.:,, u •IP bf 
,._.J 111 th CMl&rt-611-,.,1 I-Amy, 

n.. 1k""b, .... fin1 ,r• ... I• tl-1 l'a,clfi( 
C-,,. •ur <"•t••I. utlr 1,. 1\c H,u11tn1,1li 
r1u.t11. lo f,o, i+M• .. r•~I I Mil, 
one 111111 ~•01k.n d ...,, Ut•4-c,.uuu b4rt 
1...2-..-.J~. A hit, f -..4,1.i.. "''"'" t•h 
uU-1, 111111, ••1 ..,, '"' ••M ..._. Jr•• 
th th, (,f 1h1 ....... ,-.a1t111 ~ lh •h>lt el 
J\',,nh ,h...-k.t. 
Ti.. trJ:alW,tl(wli t..• 111111411'-.il fw.Ma1j.._ 
'-1.\• 0t•n1 ,.._, kfHt , ... Q.il,1b.11 c,,._ .... 
dwllliC ti:• tUc ,.,, o,:o •1..• 111tll orrMVtd, 
.... af-<111,I~• l..h ~,-. f:-N11ln1 bl rt'(IJ 
,h1!.1tJ t.•·J. 1'1h,o.u.•h .t 11 • ...,k,1 t.o.At 
ulo 1a lh {flll ... \ f'I b(lutt o( dulu.1do,i, 
hf 1t, •1>1\.t'1 -.1 ,-..i...,-1 cluuc\fn hn, 
L<t••·••\t, .. 
V,u.,._,t ••I .,u. 0tct.nfu1k .. iuu 
~f~~•.; ~~~ct~ u•ttl Je ~ ~, ~, 

1l.c R~4cHdH IINl!.r•~ Cillm M """ 
.ml ..... ., Ml OVPllflMht U llt(, •• i.111, 

IC'IM•al••t ,_,~ Pt Mt'4t fir.It 14 tJi•t H· 
,...Ja tt,wu,tl• tK\Mttit•• •'IW ■•-U••(· 
Ill 1 lfilitll I) r•rt..r& lh ""°"' .iuntlol1 
.,.lu•-•h• 
n, u,..iu11ta ollu, a 1u1 u44,'4ttw Cil 
p,1rHo, ,.-t fm-6,,11:,.. ,~i.,,, 11lal,llf 
..... , ... Y!lf"'11.l,l\.1 ft_..f u.11,.7 W•f'-
11111 ttrilt °"'' f••tflJlll"f•I o .,, •h1' U. to 
lnntllltk Qt (lt)tudu I■ l.tc Lt ftlt~f 

;..'::~ 161~ •:~r~::~1~••.r::~'!\~';!;.,•.~~tt 
,~."~" 1,.1' tnt'- .C 11,,, """'~' ,,. ~N#•HU lu 
INv r-:uic. Iii .,._ ._ .. , lM fi.l(f wU u• .. l 
"'1itl->-b 
r., lOIU~11►1 Kp,i[,1tlM j _u 110:1111 .. H•• 

~.,.:~• .~'7,:j'~ll~~l~j:t, .. ~•~: ~-~~:: 
fl1t ... IA-MM4v da \'1.c( ,.,J 1"-iu J1 tJ1 

~z:.::~:..-.~~~~b:,~ •J~t •!,:~.i,.:~ 
I• l,rhl 1t eif lh ~,._ 
flt-1hlt-1ll1 ,....,,, 1u,.,_, .. 1 l•(l•ll'f .,. ,,.,, 

r:~~;.:.· ;!~~.., ~=\•!!~~~~~~~~, 
:.::.·:~ ~i: r.:1:~tf::: r:r~r .. ':~~: 
1'fh1lplu, r,,, t►h c.1,:ub-,1~ I, tlw; otic\' 
MM~ .. MU(U M.k:.>I ol AU IU(~ 

A View of the Oriental Museum, Egyptian Temple and other Adminiatratlon Building• 
of the Roaicrucian Headqu11rtera on N11glee Ave., near Park Ave. 
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Free OriMtal Muieum 
a.nd EryptiM Temple. 

,-..,~"llifu--,.1t...,.,..._ • .___, 
.... ,.........._.....\lfi ............. _ .. 'IHI/,,,..,,.._..,..,,,,...,.. ... 
,,,.... th,,, II U4 ... ., 0.W.-1 w- la Dill, ttv, 
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We Can Help YOU. 
,....&. .. , ..... ,.....,_li ■, .. , ... u. 
............ ~,..---u.1,,~..-Ubli~--'"' 
.... _.,. i,..,. •• ...,.,_.,.. Whtta. ,- 1;MN "'' 
,,._.MNlflilil'.IIN'a ....... ••1'tlMJ""M~ 
.. ~, ......... i.t,..,.f111Mt4.,.....,..,. 
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_.,,., -- UotNfll-- ............ ......._ --~ ........ ltr; ... o..tttf'!'lbt..-1 .. , 
, .... iv.~ .. ""...,, .... "'"'"' ....... 
....... " ....... .,..... .. ~~111&4 
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~..--.,. .. u. ...... lht.fll'\t, .. , ... 
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Our printing plant ia largeat 
in the Valley. 
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1,-. ~ Udl ,u,, u ...- ... ,..,...,11,,f _,., _,..... 
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Building AMORC 
The Park Evolves 

ln its infancy, rhe Park consisted of a single for 
diac Dr. Lewis had no compunction abouc designating 
"Rosicrucian Park." According co the anecdoces of 
Frater Harvey Miles, Grand Secretary at rhe rime, 
when Dr. Lewis was asked how he could call a 
single lor a "Park" he would reply, "Because rhar is 
the way I sec it will be in the fuLure." Ir was indeed 
ama1.ing rhat rhe ponion of the block acquired by 
the Order for accommodating borh rhe origin,11 
AMORC Administration Building and Supreme 
Temple was owned free and clear by che end of 1929! 
Occobet of that yea!' saw che stock madcer crash 
and rhe beginning of rhe Great Depression. 

h is humbling ro concemplare what was 
accomplished ac Rosicrncian Park in the depths of 
such devasracing economic hardship. Consider che 
following: As more of the city block was purchased, 
francis Bacon Auditorium (the largest in San Jose 
for many years) was dedicated in L931, followed by 
che original Rosicrucian Egyptian and Oriental 
Museum in 1932, d1e Rose-Croix University in 1934, 
the Planetarium in I 936, rhe Rose-Croix Research 

NC I 

Moorish mm1111·e 10 1hc origit//1/ M11se11111 

(left"); Sekh111n Sfrllltelle, RC I (right), 
1hr Jim ,mifim /11 the collwio11; mu/ 
(below) 11 ponio11 of 1h1• tttrly rollmiou. 

Institute and Clinic in 1938, and d1e Research Library 
in 1939. Grear public projeccs had been undertaken 
at that time under the aegis of che Federal 
Government, but for a relatively small organization 
such as AMORC to erect several monumental 
srruccures was jusr shore of miraculous. 

The opporcuniry to contribute to the works at 
cl1c Park and to have one's concribucion acknowl­
edged, no marcer how modest, gave members a sense 
of parrnership nor only in che conscruction of new 
buildings, bur a sense of participation in the Great 
Work. The Order's charitable organization at chat 
rime, rhe Kepher-Ra Club, assisted local families in 
need, thus forging a link with the community that 
would ral<e on many ocher forms. The AMORC 
Sunshine Circle's outreach included pare of rhe Navajo 
Nation that was then ineligible for government 
assiscance, and AMORC's efforts enabled Navajo 
children co attend school. 

Imagine for a moment rhac you are living in 
San Jose in the mid-1930s and raising a family. Life's 
necessities are hard ro come by and luxuries non­
exiscenr. Yee, perhaps within walking distance, there 
is a free museum, planetarium, and an auditorium 
where interesting lectures and musical or dramatic 





O,: H. Spmur le111iJ in fl mre 111011w11 of repose ... 

offerings arc regular evencs. These progrnms will enrich 
the memories and imaginations of your children for 
a lifetime. The serting for these cultural events is a park 
where you can escape for a while from the hardships 
of the mundane world and perhaps find a peace of 
mind that helps you co continue on. The value of 
such a community center is inestimable. 

"Frnm the beginning of Dr. Lewis' work under 
the auspices of che Rose Cross, Egypt loomed large, 
fol' many reasons. At the Order's first headquarters 
in New York City in 1915, he used Egyptian motifs 
and designs in the interiors and began ro collect 
arrifacrs from "the Orient," through the generosity of 
members. These were used appropriately throughout 
rhe buildings and chis continued to be the case as the 
Order's Headquarters moved from New York City 
to San Francisco in I 919. In 1921, the Imperato!' was 
conracted by the Egypt Exploration Society ofBoscon, 
soliciting support for the Society's work, and especially 
their expeditions to Tell el-Amarna, site of Pharaoh 
Akhenaron's sacred city. Dr. Lewis enthusiastically 
supported their work on behalf of the Order's 
members, and as a result garnered a significanr portion 
of the Society's support for the project. 

"In graticude, che Egypc Exploration Society 
donated several arrifacrs from cheir finds, and chese 
artifuccs became che nucleus of the Order's collection. 
Dr. Lewis gracefully creaced display cases, both in his 
residence and ourside his office in the Order's 

D1; lrwis, Or. Cltme111 ltllr1111, (Ill{/ 

Soror Emily U/Jli11i mt1·I11I f ,fiw, vitol 

Rosicmcit111 principles 10 tht kupi11g of 
Jig Sphi11.I'. 

San Francisco headquarters co 
display these creasures, and 
judiciously and eagerly began 
co add to chis incipient 

r 
,. I 

..• (1/Jd our in 110I11re 111 the nu,!. 

01: lmis (111d B11dtf;, 

E1,ryp,ian collc.:ccion thmugh his own purchases and 
che donations from members and friends.''2 

Grand Master Julie Scott loves co recounr rhe 
face chat for several years Dr. Lewis had a small image 
of the goddess SekJ,mct on his desk, at that time 
the onlyarrifacc in the "collection." When asked by 
visicors what it was, che lmperator would reply, "This 
is the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum!" This riny 
5.5-ind, (13.9-cm) arcifacc now proudly bears the 
catalog number RC I, che fim artifact in rJ,e largest 
Egyptian collection in the Western Unired $rares. 
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A Rosicrucian 
passion for science 

Th, 1eim1ogr11ph (righ1) ill rhr l'l,111,·111ri11111s Scimt"r 
lv/111m111 reconl,d C11/ifamit1i fi'rtjltrlll Mrrhq1111krs, 
1111d (below) SlflMll'llrk J¥J1111gum nigrrly 11111Jrip111r 
rht P/1111e111ri11mi 11t.w "Timur, of rht Sky" show. 

mr6• 19501. 

lOIW,1 llll'.\ll\S,~~l\\l~~ 
l.\' .. , '1 .. 
l'I) \\14, 1• 
l\', I ., 'lh 'l • 
\(/j l1 ... ,,. ,, ,I., I 

!'age B 

Ser11im111111 1111d his ro111p1111io11 vir,v Srimre 
Mme11111i Po11,y111/1 Pmd11/11m, !9401 (above), 
111ul (lcf1) Fmrrr Erwin \\1/11ttr111eye1·i RCU 
Physics d11JJ, I 910s. 
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Rally ar Sainr Pancras 'Town Hall in 
London, England, Frater Peter Falcone 
brought images of Rosicrucian Park's 
early days to life wich touching, 
intimate recollections. The events 
recounred are a vivid pomayal of the 
late lmperaror's passion for members 
who would drop by after work 
several rimes a week to assist Dr. Lewis 
in assembling what would become 
rhe U.S.A. 's .first American-built 
planetarium equipment, to be housed 
in Rosicrucian Park's new planetal'ium. 

As related by Frater Falcone, the 
evening would soon continue into 
the wee hours of the morning, with 
no sense of fatigue felr by any of 
the parrici pants. 

Spe"k i1110 th, /vlicl'Dpho111! /11 rhe I !)301 D1: Lewis brondcnsml directly ji-0111 hi; office 
over AMORCs mdio sttr1iu11. Norr micropho11e 011 duk. 

Another mid-1930s reminiscence 
tells of Dr. Lewis announcing to his 
companions tbar they would comprise 
an orchestra to entertain the Rosicrucian Park on the Air 

In its earliest days, Rosicrucian Park boasted rwo 
thirty-meter radio towers. The AMO RC station call 
letters were 6KZ and broadcasting began on 
February 1 S, 1928. lm.perator H. Spencer Lewis, who 
was an innovator in chis burgeoning field of 
communication, presented regularly scheduled 
broadcasts, including programs of live musical 
performances. In the early I 930s young radio 
aficionados who had nowhere to meet and djscuss the 
exciting new technology found a haven at the studio 
in Rosicrucian Park's Adminimarion Building. 
Rosicrucian programing was also aired on the very 
powerful 1.os Angeles station KNX. This station 
caught the attention of future members 
throughout California, the Southwest, and the 
Pacific Northwest. When Dr. Lewis' son, Ralph, was 
elected co succeed him, he continued to keep 
Rosicrucian and community programming on the 
air. Even after the removal of che sr.1tion and rowers 
at the Park, San Jose radio station KEEN broadcast 
local talent contests from Rosicrucian Park's Francis 
Bacon Auditorium. AMORC's policy of using 
available technology to advantage has continued 
throughout rhe history of the Park. 

The Spirit 
of the Park 

There has been a nearly rangible force of spirit ac 
work in Rosicrucian Park from its very beginning. 
ln an address cncided "H. Spencer Lewis, the Man," 
delivered to chose attending the 1957 Rosicrucian 

membership at an upcoming Rosicrucian conven­
tion. It did nor deter Dr. Lewis in the least chat he 
was the only accomplished musician among the lot. 
To aid Frater Falcone in playing the bass violin (an 
instrument Frater Fa.lcone knew nothing about!), 
Dr. Lewis reduced notation and fingering to cl1eir 
machcmacical essences and proceeded co make 
numbered chalk marks on rhe bass' fret board 
indicaring which of his fingers rhe numbers 
represented. There were only three rehearsals before 
the performance ar che opening of that year's 
Rosicrucian Convention, and yet through Dr. Lewis' 
genius, the limited progrnm was well performed and 
rhe music warmly received. 

The spirit chat continued i11 rhc Park afrer 
rhe transition of Dr. Lewis was embodied in the 
accomplishmems of his son, fmpcracor Ralph M. 
Lewis. Rose-Croix University and che Research 
Library reached new levels of eminence and 
excellence. The ensuing paragraphs illustrate the 
evolution of the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum 
imo a world-class institution during Ralph M. 
Lewis' tenure. 

"[c cook decades, bur Ralph Lewis' 
continuation of his facher's dream was finally 
rcali·Led in November, l 966, as che doors opened 
to the largest display of Egyptian artifacts in che 
Western United States, and rhe only such museum 
on the planer archirecrurally designed in the 
Egyptian reviv~I style, and situated in an Egyptian­
style park. Even the moving of the artifacts was 
personally and lovingly supervised by the 
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D1: lewiJ 011 "Re(l(;hi11g ,be Roof''.· "/ nllo,wd my 
111mrnlly-cn:111td 11r11r111re ro fOlllt!I' i1110 ,he skitJ 10 

euor1110111 h,igh11 .... "1y111boliud by Roria11cin11 
P11rks Obelisk (above) in 1h, process of being plnced 
i11to posilion, I 937. (Upper right) AMORC off,cm 
Cecil A. Pool, n11d Rnlph M. Lewis confer 11rnr the 
o/ficifll tlll/Ylllct 10 Rosicmcin11 f>flrk--the P11rk 
Portttl-1111dc1· ,-01111r11c1io11, mid-19301. 

Pai:e JO 

:;:;J~------------------------~~-Z 

(Above) fmpmttor R11/ph M lewis 111med 1he 
Jim sbo1,elfi,I of wit nl rhe Gm11d 7i:111pfis 
gro1111dbn!llki11g 011 Augmt 20, 1948, while 
orber o.lficm of rh, Supreme nnd Cm11tl lodgn 
1oimessed ll1t eoem: rmd (left) rh, ,mo 7i:mple 
111ul,r comfl'11ctio11, lnre 1948. 
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lmperacor, as relaced by former Museum Tour 
Guide, Frater Juan Perez, who assisted in che move."1 

,.Reaching the Roof" 
In a 1930s Rosicrucian Digest article entitled 

''Reaching the Roof," Dr. Lewis declared his views on 
success and achievement. There was no minianare scale 
dimension to Or. Lewis' plan for che Rosicrucian 
Order or for Rosicrucian Park. The article's opening 
paragraphs explain the derivation of che cicle: "Not 
long ago a conrraccor scarred co build a home in che 
suburbs of chis ciry, and I was interested in watching 
the care with which he constructed the foundation. 
It appea,·ed co me chat a very fine and accractivc 
home was ro be builc on the concrete walls, which 
he planned and constructed so carefully. 

"Shortly thereafter l mcc che contractor ac a 
luncheon and asked him how his new house was 
progressing, and was astonished to hear him say 
chac he was just completing the roof. 'Why,' said I, 
'you have reached the roof very quickly.' 

(Above) Dr. Le111ir, rr11 rrrromplishctl 11111siti,111, 
plrryi11g his cello, mid (right) the Rosir:l'lldrr11 
Orrhmrn of the 1930s nnd I 940i wm rr tlJ{J11de1ftt! 
1wm11ple of 1ht Roiir:mci,111 p1usio11 far the rrrts. 

"'Yes,' replied rhe concraccor, 'you know when 
some persons build, they plan a roof chat is very 
close co the ground and it docs noc rake much rime 
or much efforc co build up from the foundation co 
the roof."'4 

ff you've already guessed char Dr. Lewis was 
among chose whose roofs arc never near che ground 
buc soar fur above the ground. let his words-again 
from "Reaching chc Roof"-confirm your 
supposition. "J allowed my mentally-created strucmre 
co rower inco the skies co enormous hcighcs and I 
raised chc roof of the structure so high that from 
where 1 stood in the picture l could nor see where 
ic was nor what it looked like. ln fact, I never felt 
sure that there was a roof upon this mental structure 
or that a roof was evi:n necessary, for it seemed to me 
rhac the only thing co consider was the making of 
the foundarion so srrong and the walls so supported, 
that story after story could be added ro the building 
in irs rising heighcs without limit and without fear 
of collapse or weakness. "1 

This unlimited \'isionary approach has been rhe 
driving and sustaining force animating Rosicrucian 
Park for the last sevenry-five years. The principle of 
visualiiing and still keeping oneself open to the 
inspirational t0uch of the hand of rhe Cosmic is in 
face an exercise in humility. Ir could be expressed as 
cultivating che patience necessary co avoid reaching 
our roof too soon. 

Good paiming instructors advise the novice co 
resolve details slowly and patiently, rhus allowing 
inmition and inspir~cion co play their part in the 
creacive process. Dr. Lewis' oil paintings and 
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warercolOl's, srill to be found here at the Park, testify 
not only to his abiliLJ as a paimer, but also serve to 

demonstrate what can be accomplished when we 
bdic.:ve not only in ourselves, but in something greater. 

When Ralph M. Lewis became lmperator after 
his amazing father's transition in 1939, this unlimited 
perspective was perpecuared and the further evolution 
of Rosicrucian Park continued. This erudite and 
articulate mystic increased the wealth of Rosicrucian 
literature :md profoundly enhanced the landscape of 
Rosicrucian Park. During his tenure, his father's hope 
to construcr a new Supreme Temple was realized in 
1949, and a much expanded Rosicrucian Egyptian 
Museum, as we know it today, became a reality 
an 1966. 

Rebuilding AMORC 
The War Years and After 
The war years at Rosicrucian Park were a time 

of intense activity. The massive rush to enlist in the 
Armed Services created a diminished work force 
nation wide. In response to this circumstance, 
Supreme Grand Lodge officers at the Park picked 
up brooms, mops, and gardening tools to keep the 
buildings and grounds in apple-pie order for the 
dtLration. To allow any deterioration of the 
premises would have been a kind of defeat and 
disservice co those who looked co chis oasis as their 
spiricual home. Activities and programs continued 
at Rosicrucian Park, despite the irregt1laricies imposed 
by che war on American society. 

Page 12 

Rosicrucian Convocations and I nitiacions were 
held throughout World War [(, and the Order 
conrinued producing the full complement of 
monographs, books, and maga-zim:s for disrribucion 
to Rosicrucian srndenrs at home and in rhe 
trenches. (Although the thinness of rhe Rosicmcia11 
Digests paper in the 194 5 issues attests 10 rigorous 
wartime paper rationing!) Conventions and Rose­
Crnix University International (known as RCU in 
those days) continued to be hdd ac the Park. In a 
preface to the 1944 edicion of Hieroglyphs, rhe 
RCU yearbook, Frater Cecil Poole wroce the 
following: "If we want ro be successful in meering 
the challenge of a complex environment, such as 
exisrs today, we find it increasingly necessary to 

draw noc only on our own experience, but upon 
the experience of those abom us and chose who 
have preceded us."6 Opportunities ro put such 
exchanges of experience into action did indeed 
present themselves. 

During cl1c war years numerous frarres and sorores 
in military service came through the Bay Area, and 
ochers were stationed at nearby bases, affoi:ding 
them che opportunity ro visit Rosicrucian Park and 
accend RCU. One Rosicrucian Convention dul'ing 
those years included a special forum that focused 
on membe1·s in milirnry service. These Rosicrucian 
students were abk co relarc how their studies were 
enabling them co adjust and be fle"-iblc.: in dealing 
with the harsh realities of wartime milicary service. 

!111pe)'{l1or R11lph M. Ltwis in rhe Ki11gi Chnmber of rhe Cl'Mt Pyrrtmirl 

\• 
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Throughout rhe Rosicrucian Order there was 
a consciousness of rhe necessity co serve chose serving 
our nation. [n Los Angeles, AMORC's Hermes Lodge 
made its library and social mom available for twelve 
hours a day co Rosicrucian servicemen and service­
women and cheir friends, providing a warm welcome 
and refuge from the exigencies of milicary life. 

Even before the end of the Second World War, 
appeals for lrnpcracor Ralph M. Lewis' presence in 
Europe made rheir way co Rosicrucian Park via the 
underground. Rosicrucian Officers from rhe 
continent grcady desired the rebuilding of the Order 
following years of devastation. Considering che 

Prom upper lefr, clockwise: J1111rtn'fl1t 
nr11'!:ltr nnd ci11r111n1ogmplm; l111perr11or 
Rnlph M. Lewis, behi11d 1hr rn111em ''o11 
lucntio11" i11 n f,1m111ny ln11d; Nn/ph mid 
Glndys lmis i11 Bnrb111lus, 111itl-t950s; 
J111pem1or Rnlph M. Lewis t11J(I Frnter 
Erwi11 \YlnW'llltJtr rtt rt RCU 1m:mi11g. 

extremely sensitive and rcsmcnve nature of 
communications among mystics in such perilous 
times, where stray information could be a matter of 
life or death, it is very significant chat these messages 
were given priority. After all, the Rosicrncian Order 
and its teachings did not find favor in the eyes of 
Fascist regimes. In Europe, literature and propenies 
belonging to the Order were destroyed as casualties of 
war or as inrencional targets of repressive rule. 
Anticipating a time when the light of Rosicrucian 
learning could burn again more brightly, those 
courageous European francs and sorores-d1e Order's 
carccakers on rhc Conrinenr-took the risk of 
conraccing the lmperaror in the only way possible. 
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Atri11I vitw of Rosim,ci1111 P11rk, 1939. Dtspiu a 
dtmde of worldwide tco110111ic dtprtssion, Dr. uwil 
vision of Ro1ia·1ttit1n Park w,u romi11g into fr11itio11! 
Btgi1111i11g at rh, photoi top m11er and moving 
clock,vist, wt see 1h, Egyp1ia11 Obelisk, Pur11ttari1tm, 
Pnrk PQrtnl. Francis 8ncon A1tditori11111, AMORC 
Ad111i11i1trnrio11 b11ildi11[l, and the Orienr11/ M11St11m. 
/11 rht photo'! lower cmttr; 11 l11w11 1111d gnrdm nun 
with n small fo,mtnin and rhe toobm1 of shade 
flus beckoned visitors. Nearby. 11 ro1111dtd section 
of the building (behind tht Mweum) com11i11td 
thr privmc offitt of fmpcmror H. Spmccr Lewis, 
bthi11d which m11 be sw1 AMORCl two rndio 
br011drnst' 101&11. /11 rhe ct/I/tr of Rosicrr,ci1111 Pnrk 
ore the Plnw Ft)wltoin, Akl111ot(J11 Shri11e, 1111d 
Rost-Croix U11ivmi1y IJuildi11g-behi11d which i1 
tht j1m-co111pltttd Rosim1ri11n Rtu11rrh Libl'ltr)'. 
Adjt1m11 to rh, l.ib,my (1tpper left side of photo} is 
a /111-ge l!tlrnlll /01, e11m111til site of the Rosicr11ci1111 
Ttmp!t, COI/Jlrll(ttd in 1949. As Ctl/1 bt Jttll, in 
1939 1l1tre wer, uill a 1111111ba of private hom,s 
occupying 1he city block thtlt tv/lJ rapidly becoming 
Rosic,·11cit111 Pm·k. 
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ln the spring of 1945, lmperaror Lewis arrended 
the World Securiry Conference, convened at the 
War Memorial Opera House on San Francisco's 
Van Ness Avenue. This conference of leaders from 
around the world gave birth co the United Nations. 
The: war in Europe ended on May 7, 1945, and rhe 
lmperaro,· immediately began making arrangements 
and "doing battle" with all the mulrinational red 
rape that a trip ro pose-war Europe would entail. fn 
the summer of 1946 rhe journey to Europe was 
finally possible. A heartwarming reunion in Paris 
wi1b the European Legare, Soror Jeanne Guesdon, 
preceded che F.U.D.O.S.I Conclave in Brussels. 
(F. U.D.O.S.1., in French, Fedemtio11 Universe/le ties 
Ordres et Societls /11itit1tiq11es, or in Larin, Ftdemtio 
Univmnlis Dirigms Ortlines Sociemtesq11e /11itintio11is, 
was a federation of Rosicrucian and ocher mystical 
orders dedicated to perpetuating che iniriaric 
tradition.) In her book, Great Women lnitinus, 
Soror H~lene Bernard recounts more evenrs from 
the remarkable life of Mlle. Gucsdon. Meetings 
with officers of several European jurisdictions 
followed, and the groundwork for European 
reestablishment was begun. On the home front, a 
tremendous relief effort on rhe part of AMORC's 
affiliated bodies across America went into full swing 
co assist Rosicrucians in Europe and the Pacific. 

Another very visible conrriburor co rhe Park as 
we know it today was archicect Frater Earle C. Lewis, 
Imperawr Ralph Lewis' ralenred brother. Earle served 
as architect for che Supreme Temple, rhe AMO RC 
Administration Building, the Research Library, and 
chc Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum. His powe,ful, 
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Murh•mlnrgrd lw1icmri1111 Egyprim, 
.Musc11111 1111der rom1mcrio11 i11 1966. 

monumental designs give the Park its visual 
cohesion, a vital element of esthecic uniry. He was 
also, for many years, the painting and sculpture 
instructor for RCUI. Even if one was not to achieve 
the master painter level of a da Vind, Cassat, or 
Monet (at least in this incarnation), a profound 
u ndersranding and appreciation of the creative process 
was imparted to every swdenr who w:1s forrunare 

Sm, Jo,e Mn;'Or lw11 J11111t1 (left) 1111d lw1im,d1111 !111ptmtor Rnlpb kl. Lt,vis clll rbt 
1ibbo11, ofjicitilly ope11i11g ,!~ 11e111 Rosim1ri1111 Egyp1i1111 M111t11111 011 Nn11e111b!r 26, I 966. 



Lewis c1111hr 
,btr 26, I 966. 

Scm,1 from tht prep1m11io11 of tht mw A111w1111i d/,.or d11ri11g 1hr st1111111er of 
I 966. (Clockwise, from ~l"ive) Artist, work 011 rork romb pni111i11g1; plt11tr1tr n, 
work; th, completed rock tomb, which is 1111 r.,-nct rrprotl11ai1111 ofn 4000-yrn,0 0/d 
Egypri1111 11oblt1 ro,·k•c111 mmb fl/ Beni !-lrw1111; nnitt Joh11 /\,/re, /111pem1or lrwil' 
tnlmted 11eplm11, 111 work 011 thr Miummi 111l'i11111 ji-ifzr. 
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(Clockwise, from nbove) Fnmr 
L4wis with Mm,: i11 fi'O!t/ /Jf the RCU 
811ildi11g, 196Os; Ralph M, lewis 
working flt his dnk ns AMO/IC 
S11prt111e SecretfllJ\ Sfl11 Frn11cim,, 
I 924: l111pm11or lewis i11 his home 
oJjice ,111d /f/11t'tWJ1 {110,e pet dfJK m1rrd 
b,hi11d Frnter Lewis). 
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Fmttr lewiifo11oriu photo of himself! Rnlph 
Lt111is httd tt pns1io11 for photography 1111d film 
mid tmvelrd to the sites of fl11cie11t civiliw1ions 
tht world 011e1·. lie 011ce told fl /i-imd, ''if 
I h11d111 urved ns fmpermor, f 111011/d hflvt 
bun fl photogmphrrfar Nn1io11ttl Gtogmphic!" 
Ht hnd II km, sense of history n11d n deep 
nppredn1io11 far d1t co111rib111io11s of pnst 
civilizario11s to 011r pmmt•dt1y 1odtt)< 



·,self Rfllph 
~y (/l,dfi/111 
ciuili:uuiom 
{riwtl, "If 
11011/d IJ(IVC 

";eogmphid" 
1ml II deep 
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Rosicrucifl11 Pflrk tWIS rhe re11i11g far l!lflllJ 
111011dtrjitl 0111door RCUI l1111dmmt in rhe 1950s 
fl/1(I I !J60s, 10111t1imes co111plete 111i1h 111micfll 
e1mrrfli11111m1 flt rhe Plflzn Fo11111fli11! (Riglit) 
lmper(llor R11/ph M. lewis find yl)rmg boy J(li/i11g 
fl modrl bofll llt the Plflzn Fo1111lt1i11 in rhe cmrrr 
ofrhe l'm-k, enrly 1910s. 

enough to elect one of his classes. 
Frater Lewis held his painting classes 
in the open air, with the Park as pal't of the.: visual 
inspiration for his scudencs-yct another inspiring 
role the Park has played. 

During his tenure as Jmperacor, Ra.lph M. Lewis 
was also responsible for a monument of a different 
kind. He crafted a body of literature chac is out­
standing in the history of mysticism. With unc.:qualed 
clarity, he defined the concept of the "Rational 
Mystic" for rhe 20th century and perhaps for all time. 
The Srmct11111y of SelJ Thro11gh 1he Mind's EJ,e, and 
The Comciom Interlude arc but a few selections of 
che scholarly, yet never pedancic works rhat comprise 
the legacy he bequeathed to humanity. These works 
resonate wirh the mathematician or physicist, as well 
as with rhe Hecmccicisr. The necessity for humility is 
imparted in cerms char are praccical. A palpable sense 
of reverence fur the Divine permeates these works that 
at first might seem an incongruicy in such a rational 

Glorious afte1·noons in the Park 

format. Upon reflection, chis makes perfect sense. 
lmperaror Lewis lived through several periods of 
occult and mystical resurgence. Some of the practices 
advocated during these rimes of revival were ,it best 
questionable, and at worst harmfi.11. Maintaining 
objcccivicy in one's studies was a tradition of 
Rosicrucian study that Frater Lewis fdr could nor 
be overemphasized, and nearly a.II his books, articles, 
and discourses make reference to this vita_l approach 
to enlighrerimcnt. 

Frater Lewis communicated cleady and succinctly, 
an all coo rnre quality in a myscic, and his recorded 
discourses reveal a profound love of sharing whar he 
had learned. His capacity fo1· dear, compelling analogy 
was vast. The following excerpt gives a simple, yer 
powerful, clarifscacion of che difference between 
knowledge and wisdom: "All knowledge does not 
stand the cesr of time. True wisdom does. le is 
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sagacious in meeting circumstances and applying 
what is known in che right manner. Time proves or 
disproves decisions chat men make. The knowledge 
that survives and conrinues co be applicable when 
called upon is Wisdom."7 le is humbling and inspiring 
co recall, while relaxing on a bench in Rosicrucian 
Pal'k, that such powerfi.al liceramre was composed in 
chis amazing sercing. 

The Case of the Mummy 
Who Knew the Way 

to San Jose 
"Tn 1971, a landmark event cook place at the 

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum when an unexpected 
visitor came co scay: A mummy case had been 
purchased as pare of the on-going acquisitions, and 
che supposedly empty c.15e was fow,d to be occupied! 
This priceless find has been the subject of concinuing 
investigation as 10 rhe mummy's acmal identity. In 
che course of these investigations, an x-ray in 1995 
revealed an iron pin in his leg, evidence of ancient 
posthumous repair. "1 

There is indeed a certain amount of mystery 
connected with the mummy found occupying the 
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beautifully crafted coffin of the priest Usermoncu, 
who lived in Thebes in the 26th Dynasty (circa 600 
BCE). The srory begins wi1h che rescue of artifacts so 
d,ac they might be properly conserved and displayed 
with the reverence due to human funerary relics. 
The 1971 Neim1111-Mmrns Cbrist111ns C11111/og offered a 
pair of "His and Her" mummy cases. Usermoncu's 
c.,se and ics companion, a Pcolernaic period woman's 
coffin, might have been destined for a decorative and 
relatively :tnonymous exisrence in an affluent Dallas 
suburb bur for the quick action of a soror in Texas. 
She contacted the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum and 
was instrumental in securing the purchase of the cases. 
When the mummy cases arrived from England, 
they went ch rough customs tn Florida. X-rays revealed 
that Usermontu's case was occupied! This complicated 
the cusroms' processing and involved che police, since 
it had co be established that the human remains were 
not the result of a crime. The amiquicy of the ancient 
st0waway was established, and even if ic had been a 
case of foul play, che likelihood of producing witnesses 
was remore. The mummy e,,scs and the unsuspecred 
traveler were released LO the care of the Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum. 

Even after the 1995 examinations of che mummy 
were performed and rhe pin discovered, ongoing 
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A1 ye, 11111'tle111ifitd, ,he Rosicr11tin11 Egypti1111 M11sc11ms s101(}(111111y 111111111111 exhibi1t 
hn/111111/'k! ,,f I 9th-Dy11,11ry 11111111111ifimtio11 prnctias. Nott tht cromd 111'111! 1111tl 

opmed 111011th. /11 th,· i11stt x-my to tht right, the pin joi11i11g tht //111111111y's ftmur 
1111d ribin dm1011strnres II sophiJticnwl k11muledge ofjoi//1 rtrtim/111io11. 

SCJ'uLiny indicar<:l; he could conceivably be a resident 
of the 19th Dynasty, 600 years earlier than originally 
suspected, rhus making the presence of che meral 
pin even more astounding. 

Step inro rhc Museum fol' a moment and ler your 
eyes adjust co the cooler lighr. Turn to the left, descend 
a shore Aighr of stairs, and approad1 che case chat 
contains tl1e remains of this, as yer u11idcntified, rime 
traveler. Notice d1e crossed arms with manicured hands 
displaying nails dyed with henna. The posrnre and 
the dye were particular features of the 19th Dynasty 
and, as a I'llle, were reserved for Royals. Based on 
criteria put forth in 71n M111t1111y in Ancient Egyp1 
by Aidan Dodson and Salima lkram, Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum Curator Lisa Schwappach has 
matched eight out of ten potential conditions that 
were parcicufar feacures of 19th-Dynasty mummifi­
cation practices. Look to your left and notice two 
exquisite mummy cases of similar design. The male 
mummy case was rhe imcnded resting place of 
Userrnontu, and the curator has identified the 
adjacent coffin as that of a kinswoman, perhaps a 
cousin. Her name was Ta'awa Ta-sheriL. Charm, 
beaury, and a certain impish qualicy still radiate from 
her masterfully carved portrait. Her coffin was 
acquired in 1980 from Sotheby's, the international 
arc auction house, thus effecting a long-delayed family 
reunion. The cases a.re of slightly different heigh rs, yet 
the proportions, dimensions, and placcmenc of 
carvings, as well as the similar palette of hand­
produced colors, proclaim that these might be the 
work of a single workshop or artisan. 

Fraternity and Sorority 
on a Unique Campus 

Since 1934, Rosicrucians have had the oppor­
tunity to study beyond rhe scope of the 
conventional university curriculum. From ics 
inception, Rose-Croix University (today's RCUI) 
provided a course of study embracing the arts, physics, 
philosophy, psychology, chemistry, and the healing 
arcs from a standard academic perspecrive, but with 
che added dimension of a Rosicmcirm point of view. 
The dynamics of this instirurion have varied over the 
years, and courses under che aegis of Rose-Croix 
Universicy have been given at Lodges, Chapters, 
Pronaoi, and Conventions tl1roughout chis juris­
diction and rhe world. 

Rose-Croix University is not a building; it is 
wherever the banner of Rosicrucian learning is 
unfurled and eager minds ga.thcr to acquire funher 
instruction. Classes for the upcoming Summer 
2002 Session include Rosicrucian Principles, Self. 
Discovery, Alchemy, Kabala, Art, Science and 
Myscicism, and more. This continuing tradition of 
alternative srndy is greatly enhanced by the 
unselfish contributions of volunteers who anticipate 
the needs and comforc of students and instructors. 
Volunteers participate in registration, srndent 
oriemation, and in many other areas of service that 
make attending RCUI ;1 joyous experience. The 
instructors are truly living treasures of the 
Rosicrucian Order. They bring viral insights from 
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In tt 1940s RCU/ scimct cl,w, A111110111y "11d 
PhJSiology /11sm1C1or, Dr. H.F. Sy11dtrgttnrd 
(cmttr) observes rhr oprrtttiom of Frttttr Orvnl 
Grnvts, 111/io m·vrd ttS the AMORC Rrsrt1rch 
librntittll ttt rhnr timr. 
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(Left) Rosim1cin11 ,mist Oronw Abb111troltt (mo11d fto111 
left) tet1chi11g n11 RCUI nrr clnss t1I Rosicr11cin11 Pndls 
Fo11111ni11 PlnZII in the I 950s, tt11d (below) firm, ilx 111111, em. 
Rosicmcinu nnim dn11111111d pnim fro11111 modrl Sttu josri 
wo,ulerfidly temprmte 11111111/fr cli111n1e /c,u/s irsrlf bmurifi,lly 
ro 0111doo/' 11r1 td11ctttio11. 

St11lp111rr imrrucror, En,lr C L,,wis, 111rhir,c11111d 
t1vid m·tist, ttttthi11gn11 RCUI nrt elms in tlll' 19501. 
Fmrrr lrwis drsig11rd n 1111111brr of Rosicrut"i,111 
P11rk's sr111111i11g EgJptin11•s1ylr b11ildi11gs, i11rl11di11g 
1hr Gmud 1tmple, prtJt/11 Ad111i11ilfl'tttio11 
B11ildi11g, t111d 1hr Rosicl'llcin11 Egyp1im1 M11sttfl11. 



rem, 
Josei 
ifi,lly 

. 1 
I 

I 

For 1111111y yr,m Rosicmci1111 Co1111e111ions orrurrtd 
rw11111tlly i11 Rosirr11rifl11 P11rk. 77u P111-I/J Jim OJnwwiou 
orc11rrcrl in thr 11111I111cr of I 928, where Co1111mtio11 
flf/e11r/m posed i11 fi-oiu of rhe j1ut-co111plmrl origi1111I 
11/V/ORC Ad111i11istmtio11 B11ildi11g (upper left). M1t11y 
Co1111m1io11s flllmrtrd Rosirmcifl11S Ji-0111 thro11gho1111hr 
111orld. (Above) Rosim1cin11s from tl11u tlifferenr 
11r11iom 11d111ire one of the P,,rk} sphi11.~ts nt th; 1952 
Co1111mtio11, Ill/fl (left) " h11ppy gro11p posed far 1hi1 
phoro nrrtr 1hr Pln11e1nri11111 d11ri11g n Co1111mtio11 i11 thr 
/me 19401. 

(Above) Rosicmci1111s gt11her 11mitl m,rs nmr rhe P/nz,t 
Fot111111in d11ring n Con11m1io11 in the 19501, 1111d (left) 
fo,n·ts 111ul 10I·0,~s III rht 1962 l?osicr11ci11n Co1111e111io11 
w11i1 i11 ji-om of 1hr Grrmtl 7i,mplt for nd111issio11 into 
Co1111om1io11 . 
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(Above} 77Jt J 95OJ Jfll/J RCUJ st11dmts mjoyi11g d11y•lo11g tl'/liit 
j,111km ro 11rnrby m/111001/ famu. rhr bftldm of Sn11t11 Cruz. 1111d 
historirnl si1n 011 rhe Mommy Prni11suln. (Right) /11 1957. 111odd­
rr:11ow11ed 1i11g,r Soror Edith T'inf (fi-0111 1-0111 ceJl/er), of Pm#. fr1111re, 
,1cco111p,111i111•d by /,,,- urmnry 1111d 111e111b,11 of rhe French Cm11d 
Lodgr, pttid fl 11i1it ro Ro1icmri1111 f>tirk. 

their academic, professional, and personal experiences 
to enlighten and enrich in an atmosphere that 
exists in perhaps no ocher insticurion of learning. 
The experience of attending and sharing cime and 
ideas wirh others of a mystical nature is refreshing 
and nurturing beyond description. 

In the upcoming Summer Session, two of the 
classes will be open to non-members, affording a 
wonderful opporcuniry ro atrend with a friend or 
loved one who may be imcrcsccd in the Order. This 
session will combine the opportunity for inuoduccory 
level instruction, and for the mosc pare offer advanced 
copies chat are not to be found in any summer 
quarter catalog in mainstream or alternative 
institutions. This is an ideal exposure ro Rosicrucian 
scudy, and classes will be conducted in Rosicrucian 
Parle Ir you have been purSLLing home study and 
have not attended a Rosicrucian event 
recently, this would provide an ideal 
opportunity co couch base with both the 
Order and Rosicrucian Parle You will become 
betcer acquainted wirh activities and prnjects at 
rhe Park, and you may even find an ourlet for 
your abilities or a project you wish to support. 
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lmpemror Rilfph M. l.,wi1 (right) wir!, 110,1 AMORC Grt1111! 
Co1111ci/011, D1: Sugio Sr111feli//', Ncn rmd /-/nrold I? Sru11r1n, 
11d111in· h/0J10111J 11,n,· ,he P11rllf A11g1111111 Cnnnr 11n111e i11 thi1 

196O1-fl'fl p!,1110. Fmter f.twi1 1111·ore, "E11c/, t!11y wt 

i111,•11tio11n/91 or i11dijfarru191 10111 f/ srrd. Tlmr 1arls nr;· 1111r 
daily rhouglm 1111d 11ctio11s. Ntlllfl't! 11111·t11m 1he111 11/ikt. 
r;,,, •. will ,w,n/ rhtir h11rt1tJI. \I/fill i, bt whrll //Jc hnve 
sought fi'om lifi?" 
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Conventions Bring the 
World Together 

In Augusr, 1929, Rosicrucian Park hosted its 
first convention. Conventions have included 
lectures, workshops, opporrunicics for fellowship, 
special convoc:uions, and networking ro raise rhe 
level of Rosicrucian activities chroughour the world. 

The 1939 Rosicrncian Convention was planned 
co coincide with the Golden Gare Exposition in 
nearby San Francisco, which was celebrating the 
completion of two awesome bridges-rhe Golden 
Gate and che San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridges. As 
anti.cipated, the Convention's attendance was 



l111,rm11io11nl 11ig11e11r1 firm, 1he 1982 Rosicmcin11 \'(/o,JJ Co,wr111i1111. 
Clorlauist, fiw11 nbo11,; lmpemlor R/1/ph /VI. le111is, e11er the phi/owpher 
lfJI(/ 1t11dm; co111H!l~<'i with fi,um n11d sorom 1111mtli11g th, Co111H!11tio11; 
Ro1im1d1111 Co/0111bts speaking 1hrec differ,111 ln11g11nges lmd rh,ir 
m111slntio11 nbili1in ro 11id Co11vemio11 ,mmdrrs f,·11111 thro11gho111 
the world: 111ul jiwn-,s nit(/ somm Ji·om Nigeria mu/ \~st Aji-icn i11 

}'out o/thr Rosicri,drm tgyptifl11 Museum. 

enhanced, thanks to the lure of rhis World's Fai1·, 
cclebracing the 20ch cenrnry's outstanding engineering 
achievements. Sadly, lmperacor H. Spencer Lewis, 
in failing health, was unable to addJess che assembled 
rhrong at rhe Francis Bacon Audirorium. le was less 
than a month lacer on August 2, 1939, chat the 
formidable gentlcm:rn passed through t1·,rnsicion. 

The 1943 Rosicrncian Convention was attended 
by a strong rcprcsenracion of American and Allied 
military personnel. In that time of world strife, 
discussions and forums affirmed the value of 
Rosicrucian teachings and principles as valuable 
means of dealing with challenging circumstances, 
and a renewed sense of dedication co the Order was 
forged while a deeper understanding of Rosicrucian 
purpose was conveyed ro rhe communicy. 

ln a speech delivered co Rosicrucians garhered 
ac the World Convenrion in Goceborg, Sweden, in 
August 2001, Soror Irene Beusekamp-Faberc, Grand 
Master of rhe Grnncl Lodge of che Dutch Language 
Jurisdiction, shared these thoughts: "As Grand Master, 
I have had great experiences and I have mer some 
very special people, not only in my jurisdicrion, 
but also during Rosicrucian conventions and ocher 

meecings. For instance, during my ftrsr v1s1r ro 
Surinam I mer a cheerful eighty-year-old gcntleman 
named Uncle Nick. His mochcr was a slave and he 
too had always had to labor hard. He heard about 
our Order, became a member, and rogether with 
his fellow brothers and sisters, he participated in 
the advancement of the Order in Surinam. His words 
still ring in my cars: 'I am a happy man, the Rosy 
Cross has given me everything. l owe eve1ything co 
the A.M.O.R.C.' He always carried our Order with 
him in his he,1rt. I commemo1-ate all the Rosicrucian 
workers who unconditionally and loyally gave the 
best of themselves in the service of our ideals."• 

Rosicrucian Park will be che venue for a World 
Peace Conference from June 29 co July 4, 2004. 
This will be rhe firsr cime in many years that 
Rosicrucian Park has hosred such a gathering. 
Members have always made convenrions and other 
gatherings at Rosicrucian Park a cherished memory 
for those who atlencl. ln some cases, such a journey 
is the trip of a lifetime. If you have ever attended 
such a Rosicrucian gathering, you know the efforts 
chat ocher fratrcs ~nd sorores put forrh co welcome 
you, put you at e:ise, and generally rry co make 
your experience a cherished memory. 

\• 
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lmprmror Rnlph M. l.eruis in 1ho11ghrf11/ reflecr/011, I !)40s. 

Reflections 
on a Treasure Hunt 

Gathering material fat· this hisrol'y was in some 
ways a challenge and in all ways a del.ighr. The 
challenging part was to find unusual material and 
fresh perspectives, si nee ve1·y experienced wri.ters 
have already done excellent histories of the Park. 
The delightful part involved searching through 
numerous old files and boxes, pouring over old 
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publications, and viewing vintage photos, slides, 
and negarives in the quest for visual documenracion. 
Listening to audio tapes of discourses and countless 
reminiscences brought Rosicrucian Park's earlier 
days co life in a way chat only the human voice can 
do. In many ways it was like spending a rainy day 
going through old steamer trunks and hacboxes in 
che aerie of a home that has seen many generations 
come and go. Co-workers and longtime members 
shared wonderful stories and were happy co 
indicate further resources that might contribute co 
the story of Rosicrucian Park. One file contained 
an assortment of short captioned phocogrnphs 

Rosicmciim Pork strv,s ns t111 impirn1io1110 1hose who npp1rdnte 
b,n11ry t111d llijlltry. Luc11I nl'I Jtutlmr, Currillt· Vt1/J;z. l,111 d1,,m, 
1/,, huilrli11g1 n1 Rosirn1Cin11 l'flrk for hu se111rs1er projec1. 



TYJe original Amenhotep Shrinr (righr) n11d 
1,ulny~ Ak/111111on Shrine (above) re/luted in the 
Fom,rni11 of living \~1terJ 11rrtr the tcnttl' of 
Ro1icmci1111 P11rk. 

The Park evolving 
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from Rosicmcit111 Digests from rhe 1930s ru1d l 940s 
chat spoke of courage, determination, and generosicy 
during the Depression a11d War ye,1rs. Choosing 
rexts and images for inclusion was no easy matter. 

While delving into what seemed a rather 
unpromising file drawer, an artifact surfaced with a 
heartwarming srory ro tell. A copy of Hieroglyphs 
from the 1946 RCU session, once the personal 
copy of an attending soror, was filled wich 
i11scriprions and aurographs of her classmates. One 
of the inscriptions was a short and charming poem, 
signed by a frater who is still very active in service 
to the Ralph M. Lewis Lodge and co rhe Park in a 
volunteer capacity. When asked if' be recalled the 
soror and composing and signing the poem in char 
faraway summer of '46, it appeared that he did, 

The Silent Sentinels, 
witnesses to the 
Park's History 

and suddenly char summer was nol so very long 
ago or so very far away. When asked further if one 
of the initials in his signature mighr stand for 
"Romeo," our good frater blushed a shade of red 
thar would do credit co any twency-year-old and said, 
with a nostalgic twinkle in his eye: "Well, you lrnow, 
Love is one of the points of our Rosicrucian Lriangle.'' 

During lunch, aftt:r a recent weekend work 
party, a fracer and soror began a discussion about 
what sets AMORC aparr from religions or other 
groups. One frater immediately suggested that it 
was a matter of choice. He offered a personal 
perspective srnting, "My parenrs weren't Rosi.crucians 
and my kids bavc no interest in it." He wenL on ro 
say rhat affiliation and setvice weren't a result of 
religious guilt, familial or social pressure; it was purely 
a matter of choice. That smtemcnt suddenly pur the. 
Park into perspective. So much of what is good, 
positive, and special about rhe Park and the 
Rosicrucians who built it has been the purity of 
mocivacion. The shared desire co create a beautiful, 
sacred space has proven ro be a powerful force. 
We often hear the words "Labor of Love," and 
a varieLy of images may come to mind, but all 
roo rarely do we realize we arc sranding in 
the middle of one! 

To be continued . . . 
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cSurrounc yourself au1h a widening aura of foue 

and ch'spef shadows oom and depression. 

71 unioersa law will brin_ff lo alf 6ein!J4 

.7.£e law is wilhl.n you I 

-'.()r. J£ cSpencerBewis, 19:Jl 




