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S u g g e s t i o n s !

ROSICRUCIAN EMBLEMS
Members desiring Rosicrucian emblems may obtain them from Headquart

ers. They are made of gold, beautifully inlaid with enamel, neat in size, and 
consist of the triangle surmounted by the Egyptian cross. Men’s style emblem 
with screw back $2.00. W om en’s style, with patent safety catch pin, $2.25.

H OM E SA N C TU M  SUPPLIES
Rosicrucian Candlesticks: Beautifully designed to represent Egyptian col

umns like those in Egypt and in the Supreme Temple at San Jose, finished in 
dark red mahogany, mounted on double triangle base. Each will hold regular 
size candle. Price $2.50 per pair; postage prepaid.

Sanctum Cross: Design of this cross is like the famous Egyptian Crux 
Ansata (the looped cross), mounted on double triangle and finished to match 
the candlesticks, with red stone in the center of the cross. A  very beautiful and 
symbolical ornament. Price $2.50; postage prepaid.

Student’s Membership Apron: For those members who wish to wear the 
typical Rosicrucian triangle lodge apron while performing ceremonies at home, 
this symbolical device made in the ancient manner and easily tied around the 
body and containing the Cross and Rose within the triangle, will be found 
very appropriate. Price $1.50 each; postage prepaid.

Rosicrucian Incense: A very delicately perfumed incense, carrying with it 
the odor and vibrations of the Oriental flowers. Made especially for us in con
densed form, so that a very small amount is necessary at one burning. Far 
superior to any high priced incense on the market. Price $1.00 for a box con
sisting of twelve large cubes sufficient for many months’ use, postage prepaid 
by us.

Complete Sanctum Set: Includes two candlesticks, the cross, box of in
cense, and the ritualistic apron, all described above. Special price if complete 
set is ordered at one time, $6.50; postage prepaid.

ROSICRUCIAN STATIONERY
Boxes of twenty-four sheets of beautiful blue stationery, broadcloth linen 

finish, with envelopes to match, club size. Each sheet bears a symbolic Rosi
crucian emblem. This is fine stationery to use in writing to a friend or acquaint
ance to show your affiliation with the Order. Price per box $1 25- postage 
prepaid.

A U T O  EMBLEMS
Made especially for your automobile, but can be used anywhere. Made 

of metal, finished in gold and red in duco enamel. Emblem is identical with the 
smaller emblem worn on lapels. Easily attached to radiator. Five and one- 
quarter inches high. Price $1.50; postage prepaid.

A T T R A C T IV E  SEALS
Beautifully printed and embossed gum seals about the size of a twenty-five 

cent p.ece in red and gold to be used in sealing envelopes or on stationery. 
Contain the emblem and name of the Order. Price 50c per hundred postpaid.
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The Thought of the Month
U N D E R S T A N D IN G  T H E  C O S M IC  A N D  IT S  L A W S

B y  T h e  I m p e r a t o r

v  V V v V
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fN  TH E newspaper clippings 
' and magazine articles which 

we receive from all parts of 
the world, there is one word, 

Hlffilllfiili or P^rase> which we find be-
IPJillil comin9 9uite popular, and

quite generally used in con
nection with the attempts on the part of 
men and women in all lands to express 
their ideas regarding a spiritual mind or 
consciousness, and its methods of work. 
The phrase which seems to be the most 
poular is, “The Cosmic is responsible 
for these things.

The word Cosmic is used more nowa
days by those who have had a little 
philosophical training or have read a lit
tle in books or magazines pertaining to 
the metaphysical things of life and is 
rapidly supplanting other words or 
terms, which were just as popular in the 
past. In one way, we may rejoice in the 
fact that an appreciation of the exist
ence of such a universal power as the 
Cosmic implies, is becoming so univer
sally understood; but we must not for
get that along with the wide-spread use 
of such a term there is sure to be a very 
popular misunderstanding of its real 
meaning and of the laws and principles 
used by the Cosmic in its manifestations.

Perhaps one of the most erroneous 
and most serious conceptions held by 
the average Christian today is that 
which is embodied in the statement so 
often heard, “ God has willed it, it is 
God's will, through God it has been 
done!” If there is going to be a ten
dency on the part of men and women 
generally throughout the world to use 
the word, “ Cosmic,” in place of the 
word, God. and with the same thought 
in mind as when they have used the 
word God in expressions like that given 
above, then we must immediately begin

an educational campaign to prevent this, 
and make the public better acquainted 
with what the Cosmic really is and how 
it manifests.

The error connected with the state
ments regarding G od ’s Will and God’s 
manifestations is based upon a miscon
ception of the theological fact that God 
created all things and all things are of 
Him. This theological principle, or truth, 
includes the understanding that not only 
did God create good and evil, but in Him 
we have our life and our being eternally. 
Theologically, it means that God is the 
cause of all causes. But a misunder
standing of this theological principle has 
evolved in the Christian religion a fear 
of God. inasmuch as God is conceived 
of as being a person or an intelligence 
ruling the universe and all of the mani
festations of the universe, and directing, 
controlling, and influencing every inci
dent, every affair, every problem, trial, 
blessinq, reward, or benefit that consti
tutes the experience o f this life.

Such an idea is easily elaborated 
upon by the unthinking and non-analy- 
tical minds to such an extent as to bring 
into their consciousness what is now a 
fairly universal belief regarding God 
and His relationship to the incidents of 
our everyday life.

Thus, we find the average Christian 
of at few years ago firmly believing that 
God in His high position and with His 
Omnipotent power, arbitrarily pointed 
His fingers toward any one of us, 
and in an instant caused us to have 
an experience good or bad, to suffer dis
ease, accident, pain, want, or misery, or 
o enjoy an expected or anticipated 

p easure, blessing, reward, compensa- 
'on, or material benefit of some kind; 

an every hour of our lives was subject 
0 t e arbitrary intervention, the
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personal volition, and immediate ac
tion of God’s mind;- that we, as 
humans, were subjects to His moods 
and fancies, His impulsive decisions, 
and His arbitrary decrees. Because of 
the varying impulsive decisions, and His 
arbitrary decrees; because of the vary
ing nature of the incidents of our lives 
for which God was responsible, we 
were told that God was just and mer
ciful, kind and loving, and yet stern and 
rigid, unrelenting and jealous, revenge
ful and the last court and the last judge 
in our appeals.

This belief was sure to foster a fear 
of God, rather than a love of God; for 
it was quite apparent that with our 
earthly, incompetent, finite, humble, 
comprehension, we could never under
stand the reason for any of G od ’s sud
den decisions and Divine decrees, and, 
therefore, we could make no provision 
to protect ourselves against them, and 
could most certainly discover no man
ner in which to insure ourselves of only 
the blessings and only the good things 
in life. If God caused a blessing or hap
piness to be our lot for a few minutes, 
it was due to His mercy and not to any 
act on our part that either justified it or 
warranted it. W e  could not demand a 
blessing in exchange for a good deed, 
for that would be a presumption upon 
the intelligence and infinite laws and 
workings of the mind of God, which we 
could not comprehend. W e  could not 
be sure that through proper living, 
proper thinking, and proper treatment 
of our fellowman, we would be free 
from pain and suffering, accident, pov
erty, and want, for this would reduce 
part of the activities of the God con
sciousness to a system of give and take, 
equivalent to a law of compensation, 
and this would be inconsistent with the 
idea that God was all powerful, infinite 
in His understanding, superior to any 
laws or rules of automatic action, and 
supreme in His right to set aside any 
law, any principle, and arbitrarily in
tervene.

Thus, there was nothing left for the 
Christian to do but strive as best he 
could to obey God’s dictates and in
junctions by always living in fear of 
God s sudden wrath, sudden determina- 
Three

tion, to teach us a lesson or impress us 
with His omnipotent power.

W as it not quite common a few years 
ago for the so-called good  Christians 
and the so-called devout Christian 
churchman to publicly proclaim that he 
was “ living in the fear of God?” W as 
it not quite a common expression to 
hear Christians say that they were 
“walking in the fear of God?”  W as not 
the word, “ fear,” the most dominating 
factor in the life of every sincere Chris
tian? Death was feared, the darkness of 
space was feared, the silence of night 
and the unconsciousness of natural 
sleep were feared, the coming of another 
day was feared ,the unknown events of 
the future were feared, and everything 
about our lives as Christians was feared, 
because of the fundamental belief that 
God intervened arbitrarily in the things 
of this life, and in accordance with a 
system purely optional on His part and 
far beyond our human comprehension.

Gradually, a host of Christians have 
come to learn that God is neither re
vengeful nor jealous, nor even merciful, 
but merely just and true in accordance 
with a law of compensation decreed by 
Him in the beginning of time, and by 
which all things are judged impartially, 
and, therefore, fairly, and in a manner 
which we can comprehend; and Chris
tians have come to learn that God is not 
to be feared, but to be understood, and 
through the understanding develop a 
realization in our lives that by living in 
accordance with His laws, we may prop
erly anticipate that reaction, that com
pensation, that adjustment, either in 
sorrow, grief, or pain, or in joy, and 
rich rewards of happiness and benefits, 
as automatically result from our own ac
tions. This leads us to understand that 
while we are here we must look into 
our own actions, into the events of our 
own lives, and discover wherein we have 
been wilfully or unconsciously in error 
to have brought upon ourselves a man
ifestation of God’s laws, instead of 
holding ourselves blameless, and, with 
regret, admit that God arbitrarily visited 
His powers upon us for no reason 
within our understanding, and for no 
act of our doing.

W hat we must guard against, how
ever, at the present time, is a wide



spread substitution of the word, “ Cos
mic,”  for the word, “ God,” in connec
tion with the old ideas regarding G od ’s 
intervention as explained above. Now 
we hear that the Cosmic visits its wrath 
upon us, or arbitrarily and without ap
parent reason or cause, rewards us or 
punishes us, blesses us or condemns us. 
This belief will lead to a fear of the 
Cosmic like unto the fear that many had 
of God. W e  must prevent this by ac
quainting the Neophyte, or the casual 
student of the metaphysical principles, 
with the fact that the Cosmic does not 
act arbitrarily, that it does not act im
pulsively, spontaneously, and without 
law or reason when it seems to inter
vene in the affairs of our lives.

The Cosmic is the Divine Intelligence 
and Consciousness of God, and it is 
just, impartial, and absolutely fair. Its 
tendency is always constructive, its am
bition is to recreate and be beneficent 
in all its manifestations. But, whatever 
may be the lot of our lives, whatever 
may be the incident of the hour or the 
day that changes our status or brings 
to us a manifestation of the higher 
laws, whether it be through illness, ac
cident, or suffering, through a joyous 
blessing, a rich reward of goodness, or 
a happy moment of laughter, we are ex

periencing from the Cosmic that which 
we have earned or deserved, or created 
and caused, through our own actions 
past or present, and are now finding the 
reaction, the reflection from the Cosmic 
without personal or impersonal inter
vention, and without revenge, retribu
tion, jealousy, hatred, or partiality.

In our own lives it behooves us, there
fore, to have faith, rather than fear, to 
give obedience rather than disobedience 
to the Cosmic laws and principles es
tablished by God and eternally active, 
automatically, in the lives of every hu
man being. Let us adore God and the 
Cosmic for His sublime and transcen
dental wisdom and attempt in every 
way to cooperate with the Cosmic prin
ciple with a joyous heart. With the 
knowledge that by lifting our conscious
ness up to the Cosmic and into the 
Cathedral o f the Soul we will come to 
understand the Cosmic laws and prin
ciples, and thereby attune ourselves 
with their constructive operations so 
that reactions in our own lives will be 
what we would have them and what we 
are earning and deserving by our way 
of living and thinking. This, then, will 
bring us closer to God and make us as 
intimate with the Cosmic as the Cosmic 
is intimate with us.
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THIS M A Y  INTEREST Y O U

? T ral ° f m,e“ berrs have suggested a very interesting way in which 
o help spread the light of our teachings and our work, and yet at the same
r ni 7 e/ h!w PenSei°  SUCh W? rk Cared for in a Pr°Per manner. The plan 
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Bureau” A M O R c”T ™ ?  ^ “ 7  t0 S e n a r y  of aY a M O RC  Supply
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every community who are delighted to come in c a t f t  f t
“The Mystical Life of Jesus,N “ Self Ma“  erv anH p 7 --h ■■ ¥ V T * ’ A
Years of Yesterdays,” “ Unto Thee I ( W  n ^  ThofUSan̂
books thank our members for bringing this matter t tifr-S' ^ ea<̂ ers (̂ ,SUC 
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The Transmutation of Gold
SO M E  C O M M E N T S  O N  T H E  A C H I E V E M E N T S  O F  

R O S IC R U C IA N S , P A S T  A N D  P R E S E N T

By F r a t e r  R o y l e  T h u r s t o n , F. R . C .

V V V V V

VERY now and then some 
extraordinarily learned scien
tist attempts to convince sim
ilar minded members of his 
profession that he is a very 
superior person by indulging in 

a diatribe directed against the “ scien
tific” minds of the day, and nothing de
lights his peculiar mentality so much as 
to find an opportunity to criticize and 
ridicule an alchemist. W hen the al
chemist appears to be a Rosicrucian, it 
is a more serious thing because we real
ize then how little the learned scientist 
knows about the history of alchemy and 
the contributions that Rosicrucian al
chemists have made to the modern sci
ence of chemistry and in fact to all of 
the branches of science.

The foregoing remarks are called 
forth by an article appearing in a scien
tific magazine entitled “The Philoso
phers Stone.” It is seemingly an edi
torial comment and presumably written 
by the master scientific mind of the pub
lication. As one will note from the 
comments to be made, the writer of the 
criticism does not even know what is 
meant by “The Philosopher’s Stone” 
for he associates it with the work of 
transmutation of metal and the real 
philosopher’s stone of the alchemists 
had nothing to do with the transmuta
tion of metals but with another and 
higher form of transmutation which was 
part of the secret work of the Rosicru- 
cians. The editor seems to think that 
the philosopher’s stone of the alchemists 
was an actual stone of some kind or sub
stance of a stony nature "which would 
convert base metals into gold.” Con
tinuing the editor says:
Five

“Since his time many men have at
tempted to make gold by chemical pro
cesses. The latest name on the list is 
that of M. Jollivet-Castelot, president of 
the Alchemist Society of France, who 
announces that he has found a process 
for manufacturing gold in the labora
tory. Many savants, he says, have en
dorsed his process, which he desires to 
have investigated officially.”

Here the editor quotes a brief outline 
of the process used by Castelot showing 
that he had been able to transmute gold 
estimated to weigh ten milligrams using 
some tin as the base metal.

Continuing the editor says: “ But it is 
claimed that if a successful commercial 
process for the manufacture of gold was 
discovered, it would wreck our entire 
financial fabric. Gold would immedi
ately be eliminated as the basis of 
money, but the public need have no fear. 
W e  published the Frenchman’s an
nouncements merely to illustrate how 
the alchemists are still at their old game. 
They fooled nobody quite so completely 
as they fooled themselves. No more 
will be heard of Jollivet-Castelot’s "pro
cess,” in all probability, unless it is an 
announcement that somebody has or
ganized a company for the industrial 
manufacture of gold and is selling stock 
to those, one of whom is ‘born every 
minute.’ W hen a successful way to 
manufacture gold is discovered, the 
chemists will be the first to know about 
it. W e  will not have to obtain our 
information from the alchemists.”

Let us remind our readers of the fact 
that M. Castelot is not only president of 
the Alchemist Society of France, which 
is a very old and reputable organization, 
but an officer of the Rosicrucian Order
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in France, and an honorary member of 
AM ORC in America. W e  must also 
remind our readers of the fact that this 
man is not only an alchemist but a 
chemist, if we are to make the distinc
tion in process and methods of experi
mentation, which the scientific world of 
today wishes to make, and, therefore, 
should be given as much credence and 
recognition in the scientific world as in 
the alchemist world. And this is not his 
first announcement regarding the results 
of his experiments in transmutation; he 
has labored in a very wonderfully 
equipped alchemist laboratary for many 
years and made his first successful dem
onstration years ago under test condi
tions and received the recognition for 
his work of the entire world. In the 
July, 1926, edition of this magazine, we 
published a very large picture of Brother 
Castelot in his laboratory at Douai, 
France, which picture also appears in 
the “ Rosicrucian Manual,” and likewise 
a photograph of a vial containing the 
transmuted gold. Two months pre
viously, we had announced in our maga
zine the success of his transmutation ex
periments and had taken extracts from 
the 1926 winter quarterly of the Rose- 
Croix magazine published in France. A 
very complete outline of a process was 
given in our July issue referred to, and 
our good brother has continued to im
prove the process since then and has 
never had any thought of forming a 
stock company or selling shares of 
stock, as the scientific editor insinuates, 
in fact, every alchemist, who has ever 
experimented with transmutation, as has 
the Imperator of our A M O R C  here in 
America, has freely admitted that the 
cost in time, chemicals, equipment, and 
labor involved in making even a few 
milligrams of gold is so tremendous that 
the manufacture of gold as a commer
cial process or commercial produce is 
not only out of the question but a very 
silly contemplation. If it costs approxi
mately one thousand times the value of 
a gram of gold to make it, how could 
such gold be sold and how could a com
pany be organized or formed to manu
facture it, and in what way would the 
making of such gold affect the basic 
value of gold and wreck the gold stand
ard of the world?

Rosicrucians and alchemists are not 
the only ones who have transmuted gold 
in recent years. The process has been 
tested by our governments and by other, 
foreign, governments, especially in Ger
many and similar tests have been made 
in the metallurgical department of the 
various universities throughout the 
world. Each of these has learned that 
the cost involved is tremendous and that 
and that the only benefit to be gained 
from such experiments is to test and 
prove the fundamental laws of vibra
tions as involved in nature’s process of 
making gold in the body of the earth. 
Our Rosicrucian records are filled with 
the examples of Rosicrucian alchemists 
who have devoted their entire lives to 
laboring with the transmutation pro
cess and laws until at last they achieved 
the making of one microscopic piece of 
gold, and then in their old age, worn 
out and suffering from privation and 
want, have rested and gone to spiritual 
sleep with the satisfaction of having 
achieved in their own laboratory the 
grand demonstration of nature’s laws. 
T o them, there never was any idea or 
conceivable method of manufacturing 
gold in any commercial degree, and cer
tainly they would not have parted with 
the little piece of gold they made for 
any price, but that they contributed to
the archives of the Order. It is in this 
way that hundreds of modern scientific 
discoveries in chemistry or in processes 
involving some degree of chemistry 
have been contributed to our worldly 
benefit by the unselfish labors of those 
who had a higher ideal to work for 
than the making of money.

The editor of the scientific magazine 
most certainly knows all of this, and 
when he says that these men have 
fooled nobody quite so completely as 
themselves, he was not revealing his ig' 
norance of facts but his willful attempt 
to deride and ridicule the great brother
hood of workers who have given the 
world so many wonderful revelations of 
nature’s processes.

In our last issue there appeared an 
article by the Imperator dealing with 
the scientific achievements of that fa' 
mous mystic, Leonardo da Vinci, who 
was also famous as a painter, a musi
cian. and an unquestioned and univer
sally recognized scientist. W e  know
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from the manuscripts this man left and 
which are only now being translated be
cause of his request that the informa
tion in them be held until certain years 
after his transition, that in his day he 
was looked upon by the so-called aus
tere and conservative scientists as a 
foolish dabbler in things that were none 
of his business and as a dreamer, a 
visionary, a mystic, a Rosicrucian of 
theoretical ideas, and a painter who 
should have held fast to his brushes and 

.left scientific matters alone. The editor 
who wrote the foregoing diatribe 
against Brother Castelot would have 
sharpened his pen and dipped it in 
vitriolic ink if he had lived in 
da Vinci’s day. Yet at the present time, 
we find in the encyclopedias and in the 
records of the austere scientific bodies 
the belated recognition of da Vinci as 
a real scientist who accomplished more 
in his secret private alchemistic labors 
than any other scientist that ever lived 
for he is now freely admitted to be one 
of the world’s greatest scientists, if not 
the greatest of all. And what da Vinci 
contributed to the various branches of 
science were fundamental discoveries of 
world-wide importance, and present day 
science has based and is still continuing 
to base most of its evolved successes on 
the sound, rational, true principles 
worked out and revealed by da Vinci.

The science of astronomy owes all of 
its fundamental principles, all of the en
thusiasm, profound interest, and exact
ing demands and facts to the unselfish 
labors of the mystics and astrologers of 
the secret brotherhoods of the past. 
Chemistry by its very symbols, which it 
still uses to denote the nature of the 
chemical element it uses pays tribute to 
the fact that it was the mystics and 
the alchemists who laid the foundation 
for their present day science and gave 
them the laws and principles, mathe
matics, and other tools, which they still 
use. The science of physiology owes to 
such men as da Vinci and others of the 
mystic brotherhood the fundamental 
facts which made possible the evolved 
science of physiology of today. W hen 
we stop and consider the revelations

that were made in the marvelous manu
scripts of such men as Roger Bacon, the 
old friar and monk who was a devout 
Rosicrucian and an alchemist, we real
ize that it is from the labors and deep 
studies of these Rosicrucians that have 
come the scientific achievements of this 
day. It is easy now for the modern 
scientist to take the formulas, processes, 
laws, and principles of the mystics of 
the past who labored in incomplete and 
inexpensive laboratories, equipped with 
the most crude and homely of utensils, 
and denied the assistance of marts 
where materials and supplies could be 
easily purchased, and unaided by the 
thousands of books and manuscripts 
contributed by hundreds who preceded 
them in such work, and with this mass 
of information and with every modern 
facility appropriation of funds and ut
most convenience, build up, revise, and 
reclothe the ancient discoveries and pre
sent them in a newer form for newer 
and more modern application.

W e  realize then why the last words 
in the editor’s foregoing criticism are 
bitter and written with a pen poisoned 
with ridicule and self-conceit. Read 
these words again: “ When a successful 
way to manufacture gold is discovered, 
the chemists will be the first to know 
about it. W e  will not have to obtain 
our information from the alchemists.” 
So far every process that has been 
worked out by government or college in 
the modernly equipped laboratories to 
show that transmutation of base metals, 
is a natural process or a process of na
ture that can be imitated at great ex
pense and great labor as being a dupli
cation of the processes evolved and used 
by the alchemists. When science once 
shows to the world a process of trans
mutation or a process of duplication of 
any one of nature’s great laws that has 
not heretofore been evolved in its pri
mary principles by some alchemist of the 
past or present, then we will give cred
ence to the editor’s prophecy that out of 
the modern chemist’s laboratories will 
come the great light instead of coming 
from the sanctuaries and sanctums of 
our unselfish and devoted brethren.

V  V  V  V  V
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Success -  A Mental Conception
A  N E W  A N A L Y S I S  O F  T H I S  P R IN C IP L E  
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ACH of us* is an aspirant 
to success. Aside from the 
performance of those du
ties imposed upon us by 
the apparent necessity of 
living, our greatest efforts 

are toward the acquisition of success. 
Success has always been erroneously 
associated with a creative enterprise. 
W e, too, often believe that success, as a 
reward, is the impetus given only to 
noble, constructive, and unselfish forms 
of mental and physical activity. Many 
pretentious and learned writings both 
from a moral and ethical viewpoint have 
endeavored to show that if certain 
standard rules were abided by, by us, 
success would inevitably be the reward.

There are hundreds of sysetms of 
study, presented throughout the world, 
whose sole purpose and object of exist
ence is to outline in either a simple or 
complex form, the road to success. As a 
matter of reason, it would appear that 
with so much concentrated effort to
ward one goal— that is, success for man 
— most every individual should be pos
sessed with it. It would also appear 
that those who are not so fortunate as 
to be successful at the moment, need 
only fall in line with some established 
principles and they, also, will become 
one of the many successes; however, we 
all know too well that such are not the 
circumstances and that a casual observer 
can note the absence of success in any 
given number of individuals. W h y  
this so? Let us take the negative posi
tion now and say that it is not so.

There are thousands in your com 
munity who are phenomenal successes.

those in your immediate acquaintance
ship whom you consider failures or at 
least far removed from the plane of suc
cess, that are really successes? This is 
not as confusing as it may appear to 

W e  have been led to believeyou/ ---through implication, that success is a 
tangible thing. From early childhood 
through school and business, we have 
been taught to weave a certain pattern 
of success. Are we at fault? I think not. 
Certain threads have been given to usU r .  L otto
to use in weaving our pattern. W e  have

is
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been instructed that we must limit our 
pattern to a certain, definite design of a 
formal nature. There are, at this very 
moment, at least a half a hundred names 
of so-called prominent successes that 
you could recall. Without further ef
fort you could profoundly declaim the 
well-known procedure by which it is de
clared they attained it. The constant 
repetition of these same examples and 
the inevitable citing of the same rules 
has given us an apparently well-arranged 
catechism of success. So tangible does 
it appear to us from the procedure con
stantly outlined that it is almost mathe
matical in its development. It would 
seem that one need only add a certain 
number of regulations to his affairs and 
subtract from his habits o f living a few 

enials and multiply the remainder by 
contormance for a number of years, 
months, and days ;and the answer is— 
success.
in ^as not attempted to attain it 
Lkk^ manner and failed, failed miser- 
r ’ as stated above, the world is
u.1(. .? suc êsses not recognized by any

The world today is teeming with them, it bv a “ T  ~ r"m> i »
but they are not measured by the tradi- confe t o rPai 03lT ardstick' The?  haVf
tional standard that we like to measure material fiv <.L-at su<icess *s n0 ,
success by. Do you realize that there are known bv it f ^ iag- It cannot eoy its procedure, but by its re-
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suit. W e come to know that success 
is not a uniform manifestation to each 
alike. Knowing this, we must not ex
pect an inflexible code which all can 
follow irrespective of personal condi
tions. Consideration of the general defi
nition of success will give you some 
working illustrations. A  favorable is
sue, or an advantageous one, is termed 
success. Thus one may have an idea, 
which he pursues with determination, 
methodically planning event by event, 
step by step until it reaches the perfec
tion of his dreams. At last he realizes 
on his idea. He has terminated favor
ably, or to his advantage, an issue. Do 
you call it success? You would perhaps 
if the result were creative, if it were 
constructive, if it were considered mor
ally and ethically good; but suppose the 
result were an infamous crime, a viola
tion of the absolute duty owed society; 
it nevertheless is a success. If we agree 
that success is not a concrete thing, but 
rather a result of a process, then the 
above is an illustration of it. T o  think 
of success as the finish of a chain of 
noble, just, and creative events is to 
wrongly define it. Success may be de
structive; it may be cruel, ignoble; it 
may be in direct opposition to every ac
ceptable religious creed and dogma, and 
still be a favorable issue. Thus there 
are those among us, those who have 
committed diabolical atrocities and are 
indisputably successes. Realize that to 
terminate an issue favorably, which is 
known as success, means to conclude it 
in your own favor. The result of a defi
nite plan, conceived in an individual’s 
mind and nursed through its embryonic 
stages to final maturity, can be a suc
cess to the creator and still not be rec
ognized as such by others. If we are to 
have a true conception of what it really 
is, we must shatter our traditional be
lief that success means a noble result, a 
creative enterprise in every instance. 
W e must also understand that no cer
tain things, or combination of things, 
represent success; that it is not definite 
like the letters in our alphabet.

Another paramount point to keep in 
mind is that success is not an external 
condition. It is not like the proverbial 
pot of gold toward which you must con
stantly climb, but never grasp. Success 
is a state of mind— a mental concep-
Nine

tion. Most of us are definitely conscious 
of the state which we would call ideal, 
for ourselves alone. Most of us could 
describe in a few words the acquisitions 
of those things or the favorable conclu
sion of some acts which would mean 
success to us, alone. Success is vision
ary. It is idealistic. You conceive in 
your mind a definite state which you be
lieve is that which you most desire above 
all things. That state o f mind which 
you seek may be one of the multitude 
of states of mind. It may mean the reali
zation of political power, great financial 
power, prominence in social or profes
sional life. To you it may mean glory, 
revenge, health, travel, knowledge, hap
piness, or any phase of human life. That 
state of success you seek may be either 
selfish or unselfish, just or unjust. It 
exists, however, only within the realm 
of your own mind. If you begin to real
ize your conception; that is, if in your
self you become conscious of that state 
which you think is success, then you 
are a success. It is of no matter whether 
in actuality you are a success or not. O f 
what importance is it whether the world 
calls you a success, if you are a success 
unto yourself? No man is a success un
less he, himself, realizes it. As success 
is born first in the mind, there first it 
must reach maturity. If another’s vis
ions are not also yours, why try to 
realize them? In other words, if what 
the world formally holds as success is 
not your conception of it, why try for a 
standard which is not your own. If you 
wish to know success, follow your own 
concept first.

Allow me to say that we cannot be 
the holders or possessors of success. 
W e  can only know it. When we be
come conscious of certain conditions 
about us which are in harmony with our 
mental conception of what success is to 
us, then we know success. An illustra
tion: If our ideal is power in the busi
ness world and we diligently apply our
selves and acquire that power, then we 
come to know success. W e  don’t pos
sess it. W e  don't have it. It is not a 
thing, but a state of mind . As a point 
of logic, we say two things which are 
alike unto each other, are the same; 
therefore, if your conception of what is 
success and my conception of it are not 
identical, we cannot both realize it the
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same. It is then of little value for me 
to attempt to outline to you any pro
cedure by which I expect to attain suc
cess or for you to tell me of your 
method. W e must learn not to look 
outside of ourselves for success.

Let me come back to an original 
point: W e have said that success may 
be destructive. That is true as we have 
seen: but success which is realized in 
defiance of natural laws, is not lasting. 
It is transient only. Possibly, one may 
attain the state he has in mind in op
position to the general rules of natural 
justice: but as inevitable as time, itself, 
those immutable laws, governing all 
things, will adjust events and success 
will be wiped away, bringing in its wake 
the penalty for the original violation; 
therefore, if you wish your success to be 
permanent, build it upon the rock of 
justice. Make your conception of suc
cess in accordance with the dictates of 
your conscience. Your conscience within 
is a divine intelligence which will read

ily inform you when your mental con
ception of success is in accord with the 
divine decree of what is right.

Come to realize that since you, alone, 
must be the creator of your personal 
success, others cannot build it for you. 
Whatever you may conceive it to be, 
you must be the prime factor in mani
festing it. You must plan it, determine 
whether it should be or not, and start 
to bring it about. The most that any 
suggestions or rules or principles or 
studies can do for you is to supply you 
with adequate working tools and sound 
materials. If you expect some individ
ual or organization to make you a suc
cess, you will come to realize that in the 
process of attempting to make you a 
success, the teacher will know success, 
not you, because he is building accord
ing to his idea of what success is, and 
not according to yours. Success is 
neither here nor there. It lies in the 
mould of your mind. As you think so 
you shape it.

V V v  v  v

What Is Health and the Exact Underlying 
Law Controlling It?

By A r t h u r  B. Bell , F. R . C .

HE law of health is also the 
law of sickness. Both ol 
these qualities are interpre
tations of the same law. 
This seems a bit paradoxi- 

WillllMIMWWX cal so let us analyze the 
m m m  matter and get down to a 
clear understanding. Let us take a street 
a thoroughfare which for sake of con
venient reference, we will call “W is
dom” Street, running north and south 
through any community. This street is 
intersected by another which we will 
designate as "Center” Street, running 
east and west. Now Wisdom Street 
runs in a direct line from north to south 
without a single break or offset but at 
the point where Center Street crosses

an arbitrary division is made and one 
part is called North Wisdom and the 
other South Wisdom.

On the north section of our street we 
find attractive homes, well kept lawns, 
smoothly paved roadways, and clean, 
white cement sidewalks, making it an 
altogether charming district in which to

Ktaon ot this street. The home: 
old, shabby, and many of them 
dilapidated. Only here and there d 
find a lawn at all. The street is rc 
with many chuck-holes and the 
walk consists of a dusty pat! 
strewn with various sorts of rub 
The whole aspect of the district i£
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down, and the pervading atmosphere 
denotes carelessness, disappointment, 
discouragement, lack of refinement, arid 
culture. A very distressing and unhappy 
picture is it not?

North and south represent two parts 
of the one street. The north portion 
may be said to represent health, happi
ness, and comfort, while the south por
tion reflects sickness, discouragement, 
and even despair.

You have been told that all laws are 
dual and we shall now proceed to show 
what this means. W e  find two vastly 
differing sets of conditions on the one 
street, " charming”  and "shabby." Could 
you not say that the north portion is 
well and the south section sick? There 
are a number of reasons why those re
siding in the tumble-down district find 
themselves where they are and the fol
lowing explanations will about fit the 
case of each and every resident:

They are satisfied with their sur
roundings.

They are firm believers in ill-luck, 
chance, misfortune, and have al
lowed fear of these things to rule.

They do not know that law governs 
every activity of life and, therefore, 
have no knowledge of these laws.

They are unwilling to make any ef
fort for the betterment of their 
conditions because they lack confi
dence in themselves and believe 
such efforts useless.

They are indolent of mind and body.
Some have the ambition to rise and 

escape from their unhappy envir
onment but do not know how and 
further, are unwilling to take the 
proper steps to acquaint them
selves with the process. They have 
never realized that the supply of 
everything they may need is fully 
equal to the demand.

Every law with which we have to 
deal has two parts, or more correctly 
speaking, two phases. The law of 
health has these phases, one being in
terpreted as good and the other bad. 
yet it is all the same law just as “ W is
dom Street is one street, having two 
parts or phases. One is high in the 
scale and the other low. If you wish to 
gravitate from the lower portion to the 
upper, you must do it deliberately. First

Eleven

you must will to improve your position 
and then take the necessary action 
which will tend to relate you to the 
object of your desire. If you are ill, you 
must take the following steps:

1. Realize that illness is but the lower 
portion or phase of the law of 
health and that health and sickness 
are but manifestations of the same 
law.

2. Realize that there is a cause for the 
manifestation and that the illness is 
the effect.

3. Realize that the cause is within 
yourself— due to the processes of 
thinking in which you have in
dulged or are indulging.

4. Come into agreement with your
self that you will change or correct 
any thought processes, acts, or at
titudes which could in any way 
contribute to the illness you now 
propose to master and eliminate. 
Willingness to take this step is the 
most important of all.

5. Examine minutely your dominant 
mental attitude on the many sub
jects which come before you daily 
and be firm in your determination 
to change each one you find is not 
good and then make a persistent 
and unswerving effort to adjust 
each attitude, act, or method of 
thinking that you find to be con
trary to positive, good.

6. Realize that all things are gov
erned by law and believe in the 
principles you apply.

7. Eliminate from your consciousness 
all belief in chance and know that 
the laws and principles you are 
now using are potent and powerful 
and that exact results must be at
tained which will be in accordance 
with your sincerity and the correct
ness of your application.

In seeking out the cause of your diffi
culty let your analysis be careful and 
deliberate. For your convenience I shall 
list below many of the negative, de
structive phases which you will either 
have to correct now or at some later 
time and immediately following, I shall 
set down the positive, constructive op
posite which should be used:
Fear of disease
Fear of failure r ..................... Courage
Fear o f  anything J
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(an element of fear) ' ......... Confidence
Criticism of others..................Tolerance
Doubt, dread .uncertainty /
(all are elements of fear) ) .... Courage
Love
Good-will 
Friendliness 
Consideration 
T olerance

) Hate, malice, antagon
ism, bitterness, resent- 

-ment, animosity, enmity, 
ill-will, rancor, anger, 
envy, jealousy.

Selfishness ....................... Unselfishness
Cruelty, Brutality....Mercy, Tenderness 
Intolerance ...............................Tolerance
Dishonesty .................................Honesty

There are many others, of course, 
but the foregoing are, perhaps the most 
i m p o r t a n t .  Negative, destructive 
thoughts must always be replaced or 
overcome by positive, constructive ones.

Every thought, act, or attitude possesses 
power in exact accordance with its per
iod or rate of vibration in the scale and 
the physical self must correspond to the 
vibratory rate thereof for this is the law.

W hen one stops to think the matter 
over, doesn't it seem silly to think that 
an All-wise, Loving, Merciful Creator 
would put His children here to learn 
how to hate, fear, and criticise his fel
lows and to be inconsiderate, selfish, 
cruel, intolerant, and dishonest? But 
these are the things many of us are do
ing merely because we have never real
ized that our purpose on earth is to 
learn just the opposite of these things.

If you want to live on North Wis
dom Street, be healthful, happy, and 
comfortable, then you will have to take 
all of the steps necessary to get you 
there.

V V V V V

The Rationalism of Reincarnation
S O M E  IN T E R E S T IN G  P O IN T S  R E G A R D I N G  A  

V E R Y  A N C I E N T  D O C T R IN E

By T h e  I m p e r a t o r

DONER or later the seeker 
for mystical truth and a ra
tional solution of some of 
life’s problems comes face 
to face with the very old 
doctrine of reincarnation. 
Usually it is at this point in 

his search that he either becomes ini
tiated into the more secret doctrines of 
the mystic philosophers of all lands or 
ends his quest and forever closes the 
book of mystical revelation. In other 
words, it is the one bridge, the crossing 
of which with confidence and trust 
brings illumination and convincing evi
dence of many higher principles or the 
hesitancy of crossing brings an abrupt 
ending to the search for greater light.

Truly, it is not necessary for the 
seeker for higher knowledge to accept 
the doctrine of reincarnation and make 
it a part of his beliefs or convictions in

order to prosper in his search and attain 
higher knowledge. The true seeker may 
reject with logic and rational sentiment 
the doctrine in its entirety and proceed 
to great heights, but he must reject the 
doctrine not with a bias conclusion that 
it is false and untrue but rather with 
that open mind that says: “ I do not un
derstand; I cannot comprehend, so I 
will pass it by and wait until I am con- 
vinced of its truthfulness or of its fal' 
sity. It is seldom, however, that he 
who refuses to accept the doctrine does 
so with such an attitude, and, therefore, 
it brings the sudden close to his future 
enlightenment.

After all, what is there about the doc
trine of reincarnation in its true prin
ciples that is so difficult for the minds 
of the western world to accept? W e 
may get to the answer to this question 
if we ask another: “W hat is there about
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the religious training and convictions of 
the minds of the western world that 
leaves no place for the acceptance of 
the doctrine of reincarnation?” Nearly 
three-fourths of the earth’s population 
have accepted the doctrine for many 
centuries, and a careful analysis shows 
that practically only the modern Jewish 
religion and the Christian religion are 
devoid of principles that permit of the 
acceptance of the true doctrine of re
incarnation, and strange to say, both of 
these religions originally contained the 
acceptance of reincarnation as is proved 
by the early scriptural writings of these 
religions still accessible and even still 
accepted. Before touching further on 
this point, let us examine the rationalism 
of the doctrine of reincarnation.

Is it inconsistent with every other 
manifestation in life with which we are 
familiar to say that nothing dies, but 
simply changes, and is reborn again in 
a similar though slightly higher form? 
Science tells us that both matter and 
energy are indestructible and that no 
matter how we change the nature of 
matter, it still remains an element in its 
gross domain and reveals itself progres
sively again in other forms. If we be
lieve that the human personality or soul 
or spiritual character within each human 
body ceases to exist at the end of its 
cycle of expression on this earth plane 
and never again manifests itself in a 
similar physical form or in a similar 
earthly expression, we have then the 
only exception to a great universal law. 
To the minds of even the ancient phil
osophers and to the minds of every stu
dent of natural and spiritual law, such 
an exception seems incongruous and 
impossible.

I am not unmindful of the fact that 
there is a very serious and general mis
understanding of the doctrine of rein
carnation in the western world. For 
some unexplainable reason, even en
lightened minds in the western world 
have confused reincarnation with an 
ancient superstitious doctrine called 
metempsychosis. That doctrine was it
self a misconception of the doctrine of 
reincarnation held by the illiterate, im
pious, and non-inquiring minds of an
cient times, which were given to all sorts 
of superstitious and mythological be-
Thirteen

liefs. These persons were prone to be
lieve, and in fact, found some form of 
satisfaction in believing that not only 
was rebirth on earth a law of the human 
soul, but that the rebirth would occur 
in lower forms of physical expression 
such as dogs, donkeys, reptiles, birds, 
and other animals, many of which were 
esteemed as holy beasts in their heathen 
religions. To find thinking men and 
women of today, and especially physic
ians and clergymen scoffing at the idea 
o f reincarnation on the basis that they 
did not “believe that the human soul 
would be born again in a dog or cat" 
is one of the astonishing things of our 
present day understanding of natural 
and spiritual laws.

The average orthodox Christian is 
perhaps the most strenuous objector to 
the acceptance of the doctrine of rein
carnation on the basis that it refutes or 
contradicts the doctrines of the Chris
tian belief. I wonder how many of these 
who may read this article of mine will 
be tolerant enough for a few minutes 
to analytically examine their own 
thoughts in this regard and permit a few 
questions to reach their unbiased rea
soning. Do these Christian persons real
ize that there is nothing in the Bible 
in either the standard or revised ver
sions that actually contradicts the doc
trine of reincarnation or makes that doc
trine inconsistent with the religious prin
ciples revealed in the scriptures? I will 
admit that the doctrine of reincarnation 
appears to be inconsistent with certain 
creeds and certain theological principles 
sponsored by the Christian churches, 
but may I call attention to the fact that 
these creeds and doctrines are elements 
composed by church councils and 
church fathers in years more recent than 
the writing of the Holy Bible. Such 
creeds and doctrines are, therefore, 
theological postulations and not funda
mental Christian principles either re
vealed by Jesus or taught by His dis
ciples. From a purely orthodox and dia
lectical point of view, therefore, it is not 
the doctrine of reincarnation that stands 
at a disadvantage, but those church 
creeds and doctrines, which do not have 
their exact counterpart in anything es
tablished by or revealed through the 
statements of Jesus or His disciples. In 
other words, if the devout Christian
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wishes to argue his faith on a basis of 
strict orthodoxy, he will find that it is 
more easy to accept the doctrine of re
incarnation on the basis of scriptural 
authority than it is to reject the doc
trine of reincarnation on the basis of 
theological doctrine.

The same remarks apply to the de
vout Jew in regard to the modern form 
of his religion.

For the sake of those who may ask 
where one may find any intimation in 
the Holy Bible to support the state
ment that the early Christians and the 
Jews preceding the Christian era be
lieved in the doctrine of reincarnation, 
I would call attention to just a few 
salient points and quotations for that 
same careful consideration and analyti
cal study that both Jew and Christian 
give to their theological doctrines when 
they attempt to interpret them as being 
inconsistent with the doctrine of rein
carnation. In other words, if the Jew 
and Christian will be as tolerant and as 
analytical in his study of the few fol
lowing scriptural quotations as he is in 
his attempts to contradict the doctrine 
of reincarnation, he will find that noth
ing but the doctrine of reincarnation 
can explain the Biblical quotations given 
here with a correct interpretation of the 
veiled mystical meaning.

Take for instance in the pre-Chris
tian writings, we find in the book of 
Job, chapter 14, a number of proverbs 
or comments upon man’s life, his birth, 
his living, and his passing away. W e  
find in the twelfth verse of that chapter 
a very definite statement regarding the 
physical body of man and the fact that 
at so-called death the body goes into 
the grave and lies there until “ the heav
ens be no more," and that that this body 
shall never awake from its sleep. But 
we find in the fourteenth verse another 
definite statement regarding the real 
man, the part of man that actually lives, 
and here the statement is made that the 
real man waits for the days of his ap
pointed time after transition until his 
change comes. That entire chapter of 
Job must be studied carefully and read 
analytically, as are so many of the 
Christian scriptures, in order to sense 
the divine message that is contained in 
it, and most certainly, the twelfth verse

does not permit of any interpretation 
that would be consistent with the theo
logical doctrine of the resurrection of 
the body from the grave and life on 
earth again in the same body. And verse 
fourteen permits of no other interpreta
tion than that the soul of man awaits its 
appointed time for the change that will 
come. Now let us progress to the thirty- 
third chapter of Job. The whole chap
ter is extremely illuminating, especially 
in the latter half. In verse twenty-eight, 
we read that God will deliver the soul 
of man from the pit of the grave and his 
life, his soul shall see light again, and 
in the twenty-ninth verse we read that 
these things God worketh oftentimes 
with man. In what sense other than in 
the sense of reincarnation can these 
verses be interpreted? If the soul of 
man leaves the pit and corns back into 
the light o f the living again and this 
happens often, surely we need search 
for no other definite statement to sup
port the fundamental doctrines of rein
carnation.

--------- ------------------  W U V U V  ^ U O U W J J V W

taken from the Jewish writings and no 
elaborate emphasis is given to them and 
no attempt is made to make them ap
pear to be outstanding religious doc
trines, for they are quoted and referred 
to as casually as any other of the com
plex incidents of life, simply because 
the doctrine of reincarnation was so uni
versally held and understood and was a 
scientific, a biological, a natural, phy
sical law of the universe separated from 
religious creeds.

To show how universal was the be
lief in reincarnation among the Jews 
even during the days of the mission of 
Jesus, the Christ, we may turn now to 
the Christian gospels and find one of a 
number of incidents that reveal the very 
thorough understanding and belief in 
reincarnation, and call your attention 
to the incident where Jesus turned to 
His disciples and asked that question 
which would be very strange indeed if 
we knew nothing of the doctrine of re
incarnation, “and whom do they say I 
am? W hat was Jesus asking of His 
disciples in this case, just what was it 
that he wanted to know that could be 
of no importance to him unless it re
lated to some point that would reveal 
the spiritual perception for understand-
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ing that he hoped to find developing in 
the populace of the country. Jesus did 
not ask this question to solicit words 
of compliment and praise. He did not 
intend to solicit an answer that was 
complimentary to His majesty, His heal
ing power, His great wisdom, or His di
vine mission. His disciples understood 
well what He meant, and that Jesus 
wanted to determine whether the popu
lace had rightly or wrongly related Him 
with the great work of the prophets 
who had preceded Him, and whether 
they realized that He, the Christ, spirit 
incarnate, was one of their former 
prophets come to earth again, as had 
been predicted and expected. That such 
was His intention in asking the question 
is plainly indicated by the answers given 
by the disciples. They said that the 
populace believed that He was this one 
or that one or another one that lived 
before. Then when He asked His dis
ciples as to what they understood about 
Him, the answer given again shows that 
they understood the reason for His 
questioning and that Jesus was anxious 
to determine whether His intimate asso
ciation with the disciples had revealed 
to them that He was not only the rein
carnation of a past great prophet but 
now the ultimate, infinite spirit of the 
highest attainment in divine Sonship. 
By reading that one incident in the life 
of Jesus and associating it with the 
statements of John, the Baptist, and 
other prophets regarding the one who 
was yet to come and the one who was 
yet to be born, we realize, if we have an 
open mind, that nothing but the doc
trine of reincarnation can make under
standable these passages.

And what can be found in the true 
and exact statements of the Gospels or 
of the Christian scriptures which if spir
itually true make impossible the doctrine 
of reincarnation? Some unthinking per
sons have argued with me that the 
Christian doctrines maintain that at the 
time of transition, one’s soul passes into 
a period of suspended consciousness to 
await the ultimate judgment day when 
all of us shall reach the spiritual realm 
and dwell eternally in the consciousness 
and presence of God. They further 
maintain that this doctrine, this funda
mental belief of the Christian creed con- 
Fiftten

tradicts the possibility of rebirth and the 
doctrine of reincarnation. But does it do 
so? Is there anything about that Chris
tian doctrine, which by the way is not 
the precise doctrine taught by Jesus, 
that precludes what changes that might 
take place oftentimes, as referred to in 
the book of Job referred to above? The 
true doctrine of reincarnation assures 
us that we shall have many changes of 
birth and many incarnations on earth, 
but that ultimately, after having had 
many opportunities to learn the lessons 
of life and to compensate for our evil 
acts and purge ourselves of our sinful 
natures, we shall ultimately and finally 
come to the judgment day when there 
shall be determined whether we have 
become pure of spirit and pure in heart, 
and Godlike and worthy of eternal 
dwelling in the consciousness and sight 
of God or be condemned to eternal suf
fering and pain; the time of birth and 
the time of transition. Each night when 
a day is done and we close the eyes in 
unconscious sleep, we close a period of 
life filled with opportunities for good 
or evil, and fraught with lessons that 
fill our souls and spirits with sin or 
purge us of our evil ways. And each 
awakening in the morning is like being 
born again into light, as stated in the 
twenty-eighth verse of the thirty-third 
chapter of Job with a new period of in
carnated existence in which to correct 
the evils and sins of the preceding per
iod and redeem and save ourselves be
fore the judgment comes. If, therefore, 
we compare each period of incarnation 
on this earth like unto a day of our 
lives, we will see that the fact that there 
is an ultimate and complete suspension 
of earthly life preceding the hour of 
judgment does not preclude the possi
bility of intervening incarnations and 
period of preparation and purging in an
ticipation of the ultimate judgment day.

The doctrine of reincarnation teaches 
among many other wonderful things, 
too extensive and too numerous to item
ize here, that the purpose of life and its 
various periods of incarnations is to en
able us to work out our salvation and 
become redeemed and ready for the 
final judgment day, when, if we are 
worthy and sinless and have made com
pensation for all the evils we have com
mitted, we shall at the sound of the



trumpet which will be the clarion call to 
the soul of the good, we shall be ab
sorbed into the consciousness of God 
and remain eternally there, never to in
carnate again. Is this inconsistent with 
the true mystical and spiritual principles 
taught by Jesus and His disciples? 
Again I must admit that it may appear 
to be inconsistent with some theological 
doctrines added to the Christian teach

ings in later centuries and now a for
midable part of the ritual and creeds of 
the Christian religion, but not essen
tially a part of what Jesus taught and 
revealed.

If our members desire to have more 
comments on the doctrines of reincar
nation and will inform me, I shall be 
glad to write an article on this subject 
for a later issue of this magazine.

V V V V V

The Evolutionary Force
S E C O N D  P A R T  O F  A  SERIES O F  L E S S O N S  

By D r . B e r n a r d  F e l d m a n , F. R . C .

The
Rosicrucian
Digest
February
1930

Y  studying solely the physi
cal manifestations in nature, 
Western scientists have be
come ingrained with a ma
terialistic conception of na
ture's laws. But the ancients 

T went one step further, and 
they obtained a fuller and truer knowl
edge of the evolutionary process by 
studying both its physical and psychical 
aspects, side by side. They never left 
the psychical aspect out of their calcu
lations. To them, the One Reality had 
its dual aspects; Cosmic Substance was 
its physical, and Cosmic Energy its psy
chical counterpart. Both of these needed 
a third factor, the ether, in order that 
they unite, blend, and manifest in a 
mathematically exact, cyclic, and un
changing manner.

So we can resolve the universe into 
one great trinity— matter, energy, and 
ether; yet we cannot tell exactly what 
any one of these three entities is. W e 
can explain matter away until we have 
nothing but electricity left. W e  can 
take energy and explain it away until 
we reach the same point. W e  find that 
we are going around a circle that has 
neither beginning nor ending. This is 
the Cycle of Life— the eternal mystery 
—which can be traced only to an eter
nally mysterious and infinite source. 
This causeless cause must be eternally

existent, absolutely perfect, and imper
sonal in its infinite powers. There must 
be some one basic principle that is dual 
in its unity having substance for its 
physical aspect and life-energy for its 
other psychical extreme; and it must 
have space for its field of operation.

THE ETHER

This space must be filled with some
thing for we cannot conceive of empty 
space; and this something must be the 
ether. W e  theorize that this ether must 
pervade all space; it is more than a 
mere idle dream or a speculation be
cause it becomes quite apparent from 
the observed facts which force us to ad
mit its reality. For not only does the 
ether act as the transmitting medium of 
light from the sun but across many bil
lions of miles from the distant stars. 
There is practically a unanimous agree
ment, whatever its nature may be, that 
ether is the primal substance of which 
all matter is formed.

The ether is indeed marvelous in its 
capabilities for transmitting all sorts of 
vibratory waves. It is commonly be
lieved by science that through the phy' 
sical sun there are sent out certain 
waves in the ether which we call light 
waves. If we analyze these waves by 
passing them through a glass prism, we
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M ATTE Rfind a great variety of waves. Only a 
small portion of this variety affects our 
eyes to cause the different color sensa
tions. By placing a sensitive thermom
eter in the dark space beyond the invis
ible red of the spectrum, we find that 
there are invisible waves present which 
produce HEAT. At the other end of 
the spectrum beyond the patch of violet 
color, we also “ see darkness.” Here we 
find waves that will affect a photo
graphic plate and exhibit other chemi
cal action. Even if the ether transmitted 
only these waves it would be truly mar
velous, for it is transmitting all this va
riety at one and the same time.

Yet the septenary ether transmits all 
energies even the highest mental and 
life energy.

EN ERGY

Energy is the great protean actor. 
While it appears to us in its several dis
tinct forms (light, heat, sound, and so 
forth), its changes from one form to an
other are instantaneous. Any kind of 
force is now recognized as simply the 
passage of a state of motion into an
other state of the same. Chemical energy 
transforms into electricity or heat, 
sound into heat, heat into light, and so 
forth. All forces are matter in one of 
many states. In physical nature we mark 
off the different varieties by which we 
are able to distinguish them by differ
ent names, calling one set light, another 
set heat, and another sound. Yet they 
are all of the same nature with a uni
form and constant speed of 186,000 
miles per second. They differ in the 
length of the waves.

Science claims that all is electricity, 
and all of the latest advances are con
firming the great truth that the Univer
sal Source or Causeless Cause caused 
everything to spring out of the primor
dial substance, energy. The view is 
widely held among chemists today, that 
from one elemental stuff arose the whole 
array of chemical elements. All matter, 
in short, is supposed to be in its final 
analysis essentially the same in consti
tution.
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The finite mind cannot fully grasp 
why the one employs a propelling power 
to cause it to manifest as two, then three 
on the Cosmic plane. W e  can only 
study its manifestations and watch how 
the One differentiates into the many this 
Cosmic energy or vital power, in obed
ience of the Infinite Mind, brings into 
existence all the various states of being, 
thrilling and vivifying every atom in 
existence. Running along the seven 
principles of the Ether, this Cosmic 
electricity acts upon the one primordial 
element and by differentiating it into 
various centers of energy sets into mo
tion the laws of cosmic evolution. Thrill
ing outward from its source, this force 
condenses while crystallizing into more 
and more gross types as it descends into 
manifestation.

Its first manifestation, viewed from 
the Cosmic plane, consists in attracting 
the tiny particles of energy called elec
trons to unite themselves and to form 
atoms and molecules. It brings together 
the elemental atoms of space and makes 
them aggregate and combine to form 
“ matter.” The more subtle the matter 
is, the less is its resistance to this force 
resulting in higher vibrations and higher 
states of consciousness. The life-force 
interpenetrates all matter and is con
stantly playing upon it to cause the dif
ferent rates of vibrations to give us 
“ matter” in its different densities.

There is but one matter and it pos
sesses its seven gradations; there is but 
one energy, and it possesses its septen
ary gradations, too. The evolutionary 
force, like everything in the Universe, 
must be septenary and cyclic too.

THE LIFE W A V E

The first manifestation to us of the 
life-force, then, is in the atomic and 
molecular groupings which are deter
mined by the polarities, number, and the 
arrangement of the electrons which 
compose it. Its invisible energy aspect 
is centered in the positive nucleus, called 
the proton while the visible aspect or 
form comprises the negative electrons. 
The proton is the balancing and equili-



brating part of the atom; and the third 
factor which is necessary for the atom- 
manifestation is the ether. Here we 
have nature’s great trinity —  force, 
ether, and matter. Therefore, there must 
exist in nature a triple within a septen
ary evolutionary scheme, and any theory 
which considers but one of these three 
phases can be only partially true.

The psychical and physical aspects 
fluctuate, and when one predominates 
the other appears obscured, since they 
are the two inherent parts of the one 
thing or cycle. Between these two ex
tremes are five intervening phases to 
complete the septenate which is univer
sal in nature. The life-wave, therefore, 
must have its seven times seven grada
tions of manifestation.

Sweeping down to its polar opposite, 
the vital force, as it radiates from its 
source, passes through forty-nine stages 
of manifestation to become finally en
meshed in matter. Matter is, therefore, 
but one phase of life slowed down in 
its vibrations in exact proportion to its 
mass of varying degress of fineness. 
The nearer matter approaches to the 
source, the more ethereal does it become 
and the less can it be appreciated by the 
finite senses.

These life-waves pervade all nature 
and not an atom is devoid of them. Col
lectively, they are called cosmic energy 
or life which fills all space. The life- 
energy, therefore, is septenary to cor
respond with the seven conditions of 
matter and the seven gradations of 
ether. The law of vibratory harmony 
ordains that a harmonious balance is 
reached to preserve order and system 
throughout the universe.

THE G A M U T  O F  LIFE

This evolutionary force of life causes 
the evolution of all things to take place 
in a rational order which excites our 
wonder as we behold it. "With this abun
dance of life, there is the quality of 
insurgence. Living things press up 
against all barriers; they fill every pos
sible niche in the whole world. Ab
horring a vacuum, nature fills all space 
with life. W e  see this life spreading 
everywhere, insinuating itself, adapting

itself, resisting everything, defying 
everything, surviving everything.

There is no stopping these currents 
of evolutionary force for they envelop 
everything in the relentless passing of 
time. For countless centuries, this fash
ioning of materials and forms has been 
going on. First was the life and then 
came the form, the two always go to
gether. W hen the form changes, the 
life is ready to pour itself into the new 
forms derived from the old. As nature 
proceeds, she models and remodels the 
available material which comes to her. 
All evolution consists of an evolving 
life passing from form to form, storing 
up in itself the experience gained thru 
the forms. There is a continuous becom
ing, a ceaseless march or progress on
wards to a higher life.

W hat a gamut of life there is pre
sented from atomic life, through crystal
line life, through the microscopic bac
teria, through the various kingdoms of 
nature until it reaches man!

The same life which plays upon min
erals and imparts its particular rate of 
vibrations of life to them to bring about 
the crystalline forms of varied designs 
and patterns, fructifies the seed and 
differentiates the rose from the sturdy 
oak. It is playing constantly upon the 
other kingdoms of nature. Life is the 
eternal uncreated energy which causes 
the endless development of the condi
tions.

Each created form has its place in the 
scale of being; everything in nature has 
its natural period or rate of vibration. 
Everything is endowed with an individ
ual character o f its own such as color, 
odor, touch, and so forth which has 
been termed the “ soul of things."

H U M A N  EVO LU TIO N

Wonderful indeed are the means 
supplied by nature to all living things to 
as^u*"e self-preservation. The enormous 
whale has an eye that is no larger than 
a cat s, because there is not much use 
or it: yet nature gave to the whale an 

enormous speed to elude its captors. Iu 
T t - s t .  observe the visual mechanism 
OfU e f y.to Permit it to escape capture.
• . an™a ŝ have their sense of smell 

*g ened to an extraordinary degree,
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while still other have a very acute sense 
of hearing and still others have devel
oped great strength. Even the minerals 
have their distinctive crystalline forms 
to be able to manifest their activities in 
a better manner And so on up the lad
der of creation, we can climb rung by 
rung until we reach man.

Analagous to all others of nature s 
creations, man’s evolution has been go
ing on septenially through seven cycles 
or seven world chains.

Man is a two-fold being, the product 
of two lines of descent, the one psychi
cal and the other physical. As the one 
becomes prominent during the cycle, the 
other phase becomes obscured. The 
two always go together throughout the 
cycle, and they will continue to go to
gether until the end of time. Starting 
the rounds as a psychical being, a son 
of God, man is destined to taste of all 
the material experiences of life until, 
billions of years hence, he returns to the 
source in the same purely psychical 
state that he started.

Man’s physical body is made up of 
the same electrons as any other matter; 
but his psychical self is of the very 
essence of life.

The life waves have been playing 
upon this physical body of man since 
the beginning of time and have evolved 
his organs gradually. That changes 
must have taken place in man’s physical 
body to meet the changing environ
ments is a very apparent truism.

BUILDING O F THE B O D Y

When man needed a breathing ap
paratus to conform with the atmos
pheric environment, nature gradually 
developed and perfected his exquisitely 
fine mechanism called “ lungs.” W hen 
man needed vision to adapt himself bet
ter to his natural environment, nature 
built his eye to its present stage of effi
ciency. So with his blood stream, his 
nutritional organs, his excretory appar
atus, and his musuclar and other sys
tems. When man needed a thinking ap
paratus, his brain became gradually 
what it is today. And when man needed 
a psychical apparatus, nature gave him 
an elaborate sympathetic nervous sys
tem as a parent stem to which it added
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at a later date, the cerebro-spinal sys
tem. All became coordinated through 
appropriate groups to carry on the life 
in man.

It was the constant playing of the 
light waves in the life energy that built 
up the eye, the sound waves within the 
life-energy built the ear, and the men
tal energies of life built up the brain. 
For within the life-force, we have the 
whole gamut of vibrations on the Cos
mic keyboard, and man s psychical self 
can attune itself to the whole gamut.

So with the cells of the various or
gans of the body. B eginning with the 
ovum from which all the cells of the 
body develop, and owing to an organic 
evolution which has been going on for 
millions of years, these cells have be
come modified and differentiated by 
environment and function, until today 
we find that the organism of man is 
composed of thirty or more species of 
cells, each possessing special function.
It is an axiom of science that life pre
ceded function, and that function pre
ceded form. This will explain why the 
epithetical cells have their peculiar 
shape, and so forth, to become so per
fectly adapted for secretion. The muscle 
cells are delegated to the duties of con
traction and locomotion; the blood cells 
feed, cleanse, and repair the organism. 
And so on until the brain cells are pe
culiarly adapted to their highly special
ized work of a mental and psychical 
character.

MAN'S PSYCHICAL SELF

While man’s physical body has be
come so perfected at the expense of ob
scuring his psychical aspect, the life- 
waves or the evolutionary force cannot 
forget this all important entity of man. 
the chief engineer of the body, mans 
psychical “ self.” T h e  self is man s psy
chical entity, and it alone can receive and 
respond to the thrills of the life force 
since it is of the very same essence. 
Because it is in vibratory attunement 
with the life energy, the self is able to 
respond to all the cosmic vibrations con
tained within the life force, and it can 
thereby carry on the multitudinous ac
tuation of the body, voluntary and in
voluntary, objective, and subjective.



W e have dulled our subjective facul
ties by training ourselves from infancy 
to adulthood to think and live as ma
terialists until most of us are conscious 
of our physical body only. However, 
our divine aspect is only obscured and 
dormant, waiting to be awakened into 
activity. Happy is the man whose “ I” 
is no longer confined to his physical 
body but who can say, “ I am a seven
fold Soul!"

W e can raise ourselves to higher 
levels! W e  must weave our coarser bod
ily materials into finer vestures before 
we can attune ourselves to receive con
sciously life’s higher vibrations; man 
has the power within himself to raise 
his vibratory rate. Gradually the self 
awakens man's more divine powers from 
latency to activity. Constant exercise 
with the finer things of life will trans
form man’s coarseness of body into 
something finer. A  harmonious all- 
around development will give the aspir
ant a healthy mind in a healthy body.

M A N ’S DESTIN Y
The ancient sages are unanimous in 

asserting that the important part of man

is that divine part, the self, which is 
shut up within a body of clay to work 
its way to light and liberation through 
the valley o f earthly experience.

W e  are pilgrims who are purifying 
this self through aeons of time in order 
to attain the nirvanic consciousness, to 
become finally reabsorbed into the abso
lute consciousness from whence we 
started on our journeys through the 
rounds.

W e  are told that we have passed 
through four such rounds; in our de
scent we have reached the middle point 
of the cycle with its fullness of material
ism. Henceforth, for the next billions of 
years, we will traverse the other half 
of the circle in an ascending arc in our 
upward progress.”

The inexorable law of evolution car
ries us from one life to another until 
man will once again become the “Son 
of G od” which he originally was. This 
must take place at the end of the sev
enth round of the seventh race.

For initiation and illumination are the 
destiny of the human race!

TH E PICTURE OF TH E M ASTER JESUS. TH E CHRIST

Members who have purchased the photograph of the painting of the 
Master Jesus, as a Mystic, painted by our Imperator. and which hangs in 
the anteroom of the Supreme Temple, have expressed a great appreciation 
of the picture and have asked if it could be secured in colors resembling 
the original. The art photographer, who made the black and white photo
graphs, has arranged with an artist to make duplicates of the original 
painting, 8x10 inches, finished in oil colors at the special priec of $1.75 each 
postpmd. The uncolored prints, size 8x10 inches, are still available at 
M.00 each. Address your order with remittance to AM O R C  Supply 
Bureau, Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California.

FOR YO U R HOME

A great many of the members have secured the attractive wall card 
which is 11 by 14 inches, m several colors and gold, containing the "Con
fessions to Maat. This is a beautiful and useful decoration for any sanc
tum. I am sure that those of you who secure this card will find it a beautiful 
addition to your sanctum It may be had at 35c, postage prepaid by us. 
Send all orders to A M O R C  Supply Bureau, Rosicrucian Park San Jose,
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realize that even the lily is not as pure 
in its whiteness as some other products 
of nature. Bear in mind that the early 
mystics lived in countries and climates 
where snow was unknown and where all 
the coloring materials used in painting 
or dyeing were extracts of clays and 
the minerals of earth, and where white 
in its purest form was practically un
known. A piece of linen or any other 
object that through bleaching and purg
ing of its foreign elements could be 
made perfectly white represented the 
acme of cleanliness and purity. It was 
for this reason that a few costly and 
rare pieces of material could be made 
white and were used almost exclusively 
by the high priests or masters in the 
mystery temples when officiating at their 
altars. Hence the wearing of white be
came symbolical of purity not only in 
thought and spiritual nature in man but 
in everything else. W hen it became pos
sible to obtain more clothing material in 
white, we find that the early mystical 
schools adopted it as the color for their 
initiated brethren and so distinct became 
this mark of mystical initiation that the 
members of the various secret schools 
like the Essene and therapeuti were 
known commonly among the populace 
as the Brethren in W hite or the W hite 
Brethren.

In many mystical writings of the per
iod just preceding the life of Jesus, we 
find references to the Brethren in W hite 
and some references to the men of white 
clothing. Jesus always wore white, as 
did His followers, although the poorest 
of them often could afford only a small 
white mantle over their other multicol
ored costumes.

It is easy to understand then how the 
more secret brotherhood that was held 
to be an invisible one or one never to be 
known in public was believed to be a 
brotherhood in white, and hence the 
term White Brotherhood.

The word “ great” on the other hand 
did not have any significance implying 
grandeur, superiority, or personal ag
grandizement, but rather formidable in 
its influence and Cosmic power. There
fore, we see that the term “ Great W hite 
Brotherhood” was not a term of popular 
adoration but really a term of symbolic 
distinction.

Only those who had attained the
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highest degrees of self-mastership and 
spiritual illumination were admitted into 
that section of the mystical brother
hoods of the orient, the members of 
which wore the white robe. These mem
bers did not wear these white garments 
or mantles or the complete robe in pub
lic during the first centuries of the use 
of this distinguishing costume, but wore 
the white only within the temple or 
when performing sacred or mystic dut
ies. W hen mingling among the popu
lace or the everyday labors, the mem
bers of the White Brotherhood wore 
nothing that would distinguish them 
?rom offier men. There were two reas
ons for this that are quite logical. First 
the costliness of the white material and 
need for taking good care of wh^tevc, 
mantle or robe each one possessed and 
preserving it against unnecessary soil- 
fna and second, the ancient injunction 
that the mystics should not wear any
thing or do anything that would make 
them appear to be ekvating themselves 
above the human touch. Therefore, the 
W hite Brotherhood became a really se
cret organization and for many cen 
turies it"was difficult indeed for one who 
was not a member of the outer arc e or 
an initiate to tell which of his neigh 
hors if any, were members of the
W hite Brotherhood or which were not
Tf was only through the life that these

find them wearing them in pub hnd tiiem w ^  continued, how-

with indifference that contained a blem
ish W e  may say in passing that it was 
at this time that one or two colors of 
a distinct nature were adopted as marks 
of degeneracy or evil practice as a sort 
of antithesis to the white robe. urp e 
became the color of immorality and of 
course, we find many references to the 
wearing of purple and its significance



in many sacred writings. Today, purple 
and the ultra-violet have become signifi
cant of high spiritual qualities instead of 
lower moral and spiritual vibrations.

Perhaps, we can understand now why 
the meeting place or the assembly of 
these Brethren in W hite came to be 
known among them or especially among 
the Neophyte in waiting as the Great 
White Lodge. Many persons today do 
not realize the distinction between the 
terms Great White Lodge and Great 
White Brotherhood. Many make the 
mistake of thinking that a lodge is a 
group of persons united for some pur
pose in more or less of a secret manner 
and holding private sessions or convoca
tions. In this sense, the only difference 
between the Great W hite Lodge and 
the Great White Brotherhood might be 
in the number of persons included in the 
body. The truth of the matter is that 
the word “ lodge” does not mean a 
group of persons but a closed private 
protected meeting place. Contrary to 
what is often argued now on this point, 
especially, by some secret sessions, there 
may be a lodge without any person be
ing present to constitute the lodge. In 
other words, the meeting place may be 
in every sense a lodge without the pres
ence of any human being. Some argue 
that a lodge is composed only of a defi
nite and secret place containing prop
erly accredited persons so arranged as 
to constitute those conditions of time, 
place, and persons warranting the ap
pellation of lodge. In the ancient sense, 
this was not true, and in the Rosicru- 
cian understanding, a lodge or a temple 
is a lodge or temple so long as it con
tinues to be the appointed sacred place 
for convocations whether persons are 
present in the place or not.

As the Great W^hite Brotherhood in
creased in number and spread to many 
lands and no longer held its convoca
tions in one place where it originally 
started, there ceased to be a physical 
place on earth known as the Great 
White Lodge, or in other words, the 
ancient lodge room or temple of the 
Great White Brotherhood. The mem
bers of the Brotherhood had their robes 
or meeting places eventually in many 
lands and these lodges and temples had 
convocations for the W hite Brethren 
alone, and at other times for the Neo

phytes in waiting or the Postulants 
waiting for advancement to higher 
grades. Therefore, these temples or 
meeting places could not be rightly 
called W hite Lodges since they were 
used as often and as actively by those 
who were not yet given the white robes 
as by the W hite Brethren themselves.

As time passed on and the members 
of the higher circle who wore the white 
robes met in various localities or often 
on mountain tops, or in the silence of 
their homes or grottoes for periodical 
meditation, contemplation, and projec
tion of thought to the Cosmic the idea 
was evolved that the place where their 
thoughts and projected consciousness 
met in attunement with one another be
came their lodge or the temple, and this 
invisible, immaterial, and wholly unlo
calized assembly place was then given 
the name of the Great White Lodge. 
And thus it remains today. From this, 
we will see that while the Great White 
Brotherhood is composed of several 
hundred men and women, who have at
tained high development and high ini
tiation, and are permitted to wear a 
white mantle or white stole in their offi
cial capacity here on earth as well as 
those who have passed on and have at
tained the white pureness of spiritual 
existence, the Great W hite Lodge on 
the other hand, has no existence in a 
material form on the earth plane but a 
holy, a spiritual, or Cosmic meeting 
place or just those few who are quali
fied to reach it in their thoughts and 
there in psychic communion and spiri
tual correspondence, discuss and medi
tate upon the problems of mankind and 
the direction of the earthly activities of 
the Great White Brotherhood.

Therefore, we see that any references 
by modern metaphysical movements to 
the existence of the Great White Lodge 
as though it were an assembly of per' 
sons meeting in some temple on this 
earth plane is entirely erroneous and 
must be misleading in a wilful sense, for 
such persons should know better and 
the facts of the case are easily obtain
able if desired.

On the other hand, there is that other 
spiritual place where all of our mem
bers may meet with their thoughts and 
receive spiritual illumination, consola
tion, encouragement, peace, and divine
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happiness. This place is the Cathedral 
of the Soul, and although it has been 
known to a few for a long time, we have 
not been permitted to reveal all that we 
would like to tell about it until the pres
ent time, and during the year 1930 those

who are worthy and sincere in their de
sires to know how to contact this great 
Cathedral of the Soul will learn from 
articles in this magazine and in other 
matter that may reach them in various 
ways from time to time.

V V V V V

Shadows on the Sand
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  A N O T H E R  B E A U T IF U L  S O U L

By S o r o r  V e r n a  T . M a k e p e a c e

S
HE W ay to Mysticism lies 
beyond the Enigmatic Desert 
and it is beset with terrify
ing shapes. N o pilgrim ar
rives at the Shining Fount 
who has not struggled to the 
very end of the Path of 

Tears. Lost and wandering like a waif 
among the Shadows on the Sand . . . 
baffled, maddened, thwarted! Then 
from out the fantastic, moving shapes 
. . . the Light!

Only this evening have I closed the 
covers of “Aerial or the Life of Shelley,” 
by Andre Maurois, and so clearly and 
sympathetically has the author depicted 
the poet’s pitiful search toward the por
tals of the Divine that I am questioning 
how he could have shown so delicately 
the light of a Master’s life save by the 
illumination of his own.

If Christhood comes through suffer
ing and waiting, then Shelley attained. 
All of his life was a futile struggle 
against existing materialism, and he died 
with the bulk of his work unpublished 
and unknown.

After rather disastrous efforts in the 
Catholic Emancipation in Ireland, he 
realized the hopelessness of ever being 
understood by the public. He wrote a 
friend:

“Never again will I address myself 
to the ignorant. I will content myself 
with being the cause of an effect which
will manifest itself years after I am 
dust.”
Twenty-seven

As a schoolboy he was misunder
stood by aristocratic bullies who hooted 
after him, “ Mad Shelley!” Then later 
in college began a lifelong estrange
ment from his father with the publica
tion of "St. Irvyne or the Rosicrucian.” 
Soon after this he was expelled from 
Oxford for his radical ideas, and his 
allowance was cut off. Although of 
noble birth and in spite of the fact that 
he was to inherit a fortune, he was com
pelled to live a life of physical poverty, 
and he never became reconciled with his 
father.

Grown to manhood, he drifted from 
one disharmony to another. His 
thought was too pure for the crude 
earthly machinery of civilization. The 
vision never became the reality. Thus 
it was with his first marriage, and with 
all of his affairs with women. He was 
a master of fairy edifices, but they broke 
like soap bubbles upon the sands of 
earth.

And strange as it may seem, it was 
through the blowing of soap bubbles 
that Shelley was drawn from pure logic 
to poetry. On account of the persecu
tion of radicals, Shelley had come upon 
a unique method for the distribution 
and diffusion of Virtue. He would cork 
his Divine remedies within a flotilla of 
dark green bottles, or within a little 
box, well resined and waxed, with a 
little lead below, and launch them on 
the ocean; or he would make little fire
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balloons and “having loaded them with 
Wisdom, set them sailing in the summer 
sky.”

After he had worked hard in this 
manner, his favorite relaxation was 
blowing soap bubbles. Seated before 
the door, “churchwarden” in hand, he 
would blow the glassy spheres that re
flected all the colors of earth and heav
en, and watch them float away until 
they broke and vanished. Then he ex
perienced, as Maurois says, the need of 
fixing in verse their intangible beauty 
of shimmering violets, green,s and 
golds.

Like Byron, his life was involved with 
women, but unlike Byron he looked 
upon them as a source of exaltation. 
But women saw only his Shadow and 
the Beings he loved were not conscious 
of That within themselves that recog
nized his soul.

Maurois states that life brought him 
so much suffering and his good inten
tions were repaid with such evil results, 
that he came to have a horror of any 
sort of action.

“ He felt an intense but undefined de
sire to withdrawn from the perilous 
throngs of men, men whose reactions 
cannot be predicted and who are 
swayed by such terrible gusts of pas
sion. The regeneration of the real 
world now appeared so unrealizable 
that he no longer sought satisfaction 
therein for his loves and hatreds, but 
looked for it in the more malleable 
world of the imagination. Subjects for 
his poems, vague and shadow-like, 
floated round him, which, feeding upon 
his sorrowful thoughts, gradually took 
form at the expense of his powers of 
action.”

“These aerial edifices, these crystal
line palaces, which with their filmy va
pours had so long hidden from him the 
actual world, seemed to detach them
selves from earth and to float up as 
though drawn by an invisible force. 
They did not melt away but swaying 
with a gentle movement rose in all their 
translucent glory to the high realms of 
pure poetry. In the place they now 
occupied, Shelley saw the world as it

is, the brown earth, arduous to culti
vate, the harsh faces of men, women 
full of nerves and hysteria, the cruel 
objective society from which he longed 
to escape.”

Thus did Shelley make his way 
across the Desert and find the Sub
stance behind the Shadows. W e may 
visualize him through this description of 
Maurois’ :

“ The Master worked in the pine 
woods outside of Pisa. There the sea 
winds had thrown down one of the 
pines whilch now hung suspended over 
a deep pool of glimmering water. Un
der the lea of the trunk and nearly hid
den sat the Poet, like some wild thing, 
the way to his retreat pointed out by 
the quantities of scattered papers, cov
ered with the scrawls of unfinished 
poems.”

Thus did he labor, his work misun
derstood and unappreciated like him
self, until his tragic death caused by 
the capsizing of his fragile craft aptly 
named “The Aerial.”

Somewhere in the pages of Count 
Herman Keyserling I read that three 
relationships exist about every man. 
The idea he has of himself, the opin
ions of other people concerning him, 
and his meaning before God. Shelley 
blotted the first two from his life, and 
through doubt and darkness he strug
gled to maintain his bond with the Cos
mic. And as he toiled the terrifying 
Shadows were lost behind him and he 
was bathed in the soft light of Peace.

He walked again among the splen
did visions, the crystalline palaces, iri
descent vapours, which during so long 
a time had appeared the sole reality. 
He knew today that there existed an
other universe, a harsh inflexible one, 
but in these high regions that were ani
mated only by the liquid undulating 
sweetness of song, by the invisibe move
ment of luminous spheres, in these re
gions the jealousy of women, money 
worry, political quarrels appeared so 
infinitely petty that they could not 
touch his wild, sweet, incommunicable
happiness.”

V V V v  v

T  went y-eight
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First of all, the Imperator, the Su
preme Secretary, and every officer and 
employee of the staff at headquarters 
wishes to thank the members throughout 
the North American jurisdiction and the 
many members in foreign lands who 
sent to them birthday and Christmas 
cards, gifts, and tokens of esteem, and 
words of appreciation during the holi
day Season. There were so many hun
dreds of messages, letters, cards, tele
grams, and cablegrams that it was im
possible to answer each one individually, 
and so we must take this opportunity 
of expressing our appreciation and 
thankfulness. It truly was an avalanche 
of love and good will, and it made all 
of us very happy.

Will our members please remember 
and make a note again of the fact that 
when they move from one address to 
another they should leave a change of 
address at the post office or with the 
carrier of the mail. Lectures are being 
returned to us constantly because mem
bers have moved and left no change of 
adress. And remember, that the post 
office will not forward the magazines to 
your new address unless you leave with 
the post office a few stamps to cover 
this extra expense. Your lectures will 
be forwarded, however. Please keep this
in m i-n rl

W e would like to have those of or 
members who bought copies of the bool 
"Self Mastery and Fate,” to please not 
this: Take a pencil and make the foi 
lowing corrections in your copies c 
“Self Mastery and Fate.” On page MC 
on the tenth line from the top of th 
page change the words to read “at eigh 
minutes after 5:00 in the afternoon.” O  
page 152, on the eleventh line from th 
top of the page, change the last word 
to read “ from 6:51 to 10:17 a. m." O: 
page 155 on the second line, change th 
letter “ D ” to the letter “ C .” These ar 
unimportant errors which in no way af 
fected the working out of periods o 
cycles or the interpretation of them, bu 
should be corrected in your book mereb 
for the sake of proper reading.
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It has been suggested that more of 
our members might like to know of the 
plan that is helping a great many “ shut- 
ins.” Members have called at one or 
two of the hospitals in their cities and 
have asked whether a subscription to 
the “ Rosicrucian Digest” would be ac
ceptable to them for the patients to read. 
These members have then sent in a paid 
subscription to AM O R C for such hos
pitals. In order to help this plan, we 
will make a special subscription price 
to our members for this purpose at a 
liberal discount from the regular rates. 
If you want to help the “shut-ins” in 
this manner, write to us about it. 
AM O R C, itself, has donated free sub
scriptions to hundreds of hospitals and 
libraries throughout the country, but we 
cannot reach every hospital in every 
community.

Some members have inquired regard
ing copies of the constitution of the 
Order. W e  have a few copies of a very 
attractive small book containing the 
complete constitution of the Order and 
with a place in the front of it for the 
member’s individual record of member
ship and initiation into the various 
grades. These books can be secured 
from the AM O R C Supply Bureau at 
35 cents per copy.

W e  have back numbers of many is
sues of the magazines containing very 
interesting articles and these may be 
secured at 50 cents per copy. If you 
would like to buy some back numbers 
to use for propaganda purposes or to 
give to friends or for your own library, 
write to the Supply Bureau for a list 
of the issues still on hand.

Those who want to go with the Im
perator next January on the trip to 
Egypt still have time to make reserva
tions by addressing a letter to the Trip 
Secretary, c/o A M O R C ,  Rosicrucian 
Park, San Jose, California. If you are 
seriously interested in going on this tour, 
beautiful literature will be sent to you 
by the first of February.



SPECIAL A N N O U N C E M E N T

Just Off the Press!

®fjc jfWpatical life of Jesus
By H. S p e n c e r  L e w is , F. R . C.

IM PERATOR OF AM ORC FOR N O R T H  AM ERICA

V V V V V

This is the book that our members and friends have been 
waiting for. It has been in preparation for a number of years 
and required a visit to Palestine and Egypt to secure verifica' 
tion of the strange facts contained in the ancient Rosicrucian 
and Essene records.

It is not an attack on Christianity, nor a criticism of the life 
of the Great Redeemer of M en . It is a full account of the 
birth, youth, early manhood, and later periods of Jesus’ life con' 
taining the story of H is activities in the times not mentioned 
in the Gospel accounts.

The facts relating to the Immaculate Conception, the Birth, 
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension will astound and 
inspire you.

The book contains many mystical symbols, fully explained, 
original photographs, and a new portrait of Jesus. There are 
over three hundred pages, with seventeen large chapters, beau' 
tifully printed, bound in purple silk, and stamped in gold.

Here is a book that wall inspire, instruct, and guide every 
student of mysticism and religion. It will be the most talked 
about book of the year, and will make a fine gift. Read it and 
be prepared for the discussion of it that you" will hear among 
men and women of learning.
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Sent by mail, postage prepaid, for $2.90
Send Remittance and Order direct to

A M O R C  SUPPLY BUREAU
R o s ic r u c ia n  P a r k  S a n  Jose , C a l i f o r n i a
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THE PURPOSES OF

T H E  R O S I C R U C I A N  O R D E R
The Rosicrudan Order, having existed in all civilized lands for many centuries, is a non

sectarian, fraternal body of men and women devoted to the investigation, study, and practical 
application of natural and spiritual laws. T h e  purpose of the organization is to enable all to »ive 
in harmony with the creative, constructive, Cosm ic forces for the attainment of health, happi
ness, and Peace.

The Order is internationally known as A M O R C  (an abbreviation), and the A M O R C  in 
America, and all other lands, constitutes the only form of Rosicrudan activities united in one 
body having representation in the international Rosicrudan congresses. The A M O R C  does not sell 
its teachings, but gives them freely to all affiliated members, together with many other benefits.

Inquirers seeking to know the history, purposes, and practical benefits of Rosicrudan asso
ciation, are invited to send for the free book, "'T h e Light of E gypt.” Address, Librarian, S. P. C ., 
care of

A M O R C  T E M P L E
ROSICRUCIAN PARK SAN JOSE. CALIFORNIA, U. S. A.

(CABLE ADDRESS: •-AM ORCO.’ RADIO STATION 6KZ)

Directory of the Worth American Jurisdiction

(Including the United States, Dominion of Canada, Alaska, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, N ic 
a ragu a , Costa Rica, Republic of Panama, the West Indies, Lower California, and all land 
under the protection of the United States of America.)

H. Spencer Lewis, F. R. C., Ph. D ..............................................................Imperator for North America
Ralph M. Lewis, K. R. C..............................................................Supreme Secretary for North America

The following principal branches are District Headquarters of A  
New York City:

New York Grand Lodge, M r. Louis Law 
rence, K. R. C . Grand Master.

Boston, M ass.:
Mass. Grand Lodge, M rs. M arie Clemens,
S. R. C., Grand Master, Lodge Building, 739Boylston Street.

Waterbury, Conn.:
Conn. Grand Lodge, Grand Secretary, P . O .
Box 1083.

Pittsburgh, Pa.:
Penn. Grand Lodge, D r. Charles D . Green,
K. R. C ., Grand Master, P . O . B ox 558,
N . S. Dimond Street Branch.

Philadelphia, Pa.:
Delta Lodge, A M O R C , 767 N orth 40th St.

Hartford, Conn.:
Isis Lodge, A M O R C , M r. W .  B. Andross,
Master, Box 54, South W indsor, Conn.

Tampa, F lorida:
Florida Grand Lodge, M r. L . H . Sawin,
K. R. C ., Grand Master, 904 Twenty-sixth  
Avenue.

San F
.. .  rancisco, C a lif .: K R G  Portland, O rego n ' g  L . Merritt. K .R G .,
Calif. Grand Lodge. M r. H  A . Green. K .R .G . Grand Lodge. F "  rth Avenue.
Grand Master, A M O R C  Tem ple, 1655 Polk u r e ^  19 E . KiUmgswo
Street. * .

(Directory Continued on Next Page
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Los Angeles, C alif.:
Hermes Lodge, N os. 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, and 
46, A M O R C  T E M P L E , 3 1 6 ^  W e st Pico 
Street, D r. J. C . Guidero, Master. Inquiry 
Office and Secretary, Suite 813, N ew  O r- 
pheum Theatre Building.

San Jose, C alif.:
Egypt Lodge N o . 7, M r. A . Leon Batchelor, 
K . R. C ., Master, Rosicrudan Park.

Flint, M ich.:
Michigan Grand Lodge, George A . Casey, 
Grand Secretary, 1041 Chevrolet Avenue.

Chicago, III.:
The Illinois Grand Lodge, Chas. M . Banta, 
F . R. C ., Grand Master. Information Bur
eau, Room 715, Lyon & H ealy Building, 64 
E . Jackson Blvd., Telephone: Harrison 0460.

Salt Lake City, Utah:
Salt Lake Lodge, Catherine S. Boes, Grand 
Master, 20 W e st  24th Street.

f o j
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Washington, D. C .:
Columbia Grand Lodge, Mark I. Hanan, 
K . R. C ., Grand Master, 213 Second St., S . E .

San A n ton io , T exas:
T exas Grand Lodge, Mrs. C. Wanblom, 
S. R . C ., Grand Master, 1133 So. Laredo St

Cleveland, O hio:
O hio Grand Lodge, M rs. Anna L . Gaiser,
S. R. C „  Grand Master, 15804 Detroit St.

O TH ER AM ERIC AN  BRANCHES
Chartered Branches and Groups of A M O R C  will be found in most large cities and towns 

of North America. Addresses of local representatives given on request.

PRINCIPAL C A N A D IA N  BRANCHES
Vancouver, B. C .:

Canadian Grand Lodge, D r. J. B. Clark, 
K. R. C ., Grand Master, A M O R C  Temple, 
560 Granville Street.

Montreal, Q uebec:
A M O R C , English Division, Albert E . Poad, 
K . R. C ., Master, A pt. N o . 4, 1431 M ackay  
Street.

Montreal, Q uebec:
Societe d'etude d’A M O R C  (French Section). 
E . G . Clossey, K . R . C ., Master, 3702 St. 
Denis Street.

Verdun, Q uebec:
M r. R. A . W illiam son, Master, 3809 W e ll
ington Street.

W innipeg , M an.:
A . G . Gaillard, P. O . Box 681.

Lashburn, Sask.:
M r. V .  W illia m  Potten, Master, P. 0 .  
104.

New W estm inster, B. C .:
M r. A . H . P . M athew , Master, 1313 7th

V ictoria , B. C .:
Secretary, A M O R C , Box 14.

Edm onton, A lta .:
M r. James Clements, K . R. C., Master, 
Jasper Avenue, E .

Box

Ave.

9533
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England:
The A M O R C  Grand Lodge of Great Britain, 
M r. Raymund Andrea, K .R .C ., Grand Master, 
41 Berkely Road, Bishopton, Bristol, England. 

Scandinavian Countries:
The A M O R C  Grand Lodge of Denmark, 
Commander E . E . Anderson, K . R . C ., Grand 
Master, Manogade 13th Strand, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

Netherlands:
The A M O R C  Grand Lodge of Holand, Mr. 
F. A . Lans, K . R. C ., Grand Secretary, 
Schuyststraat 244, The Hague, Holland. 

France:
The A M O R C  du Nord, M r. Charles Levy, 
Grand Secretary.

Germany and Austria:
M r. M any Cihlar, K. R. C . Grossekretar der 
A M O R C .

China and Russia:
The United Grand Lodge of China and Rus
sia, 8 /1 8  Kavkazasaya St., Harbin, Man
churia.

Australia:
The Grand Council of Australia, Adelaide.

SPAN ISH -AM ERICAN  SECTION
jurisdiction includes all the Spanish-speaking Countries of the New World. Its Supreme 

Council and Head Office are located at San Juan, Puerto Rico, having local Representatives in all 
tiie principal cities of these stated Countries.

Hon Manuel Rodrigues Serra, F. R. C., Supreme Grand Master, P. O. Box 702, San Juan 
Puerto Rico. ’

Armando Font de la Jara, F. R. C., Secretary General, P. O. Box 36, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
* k J13" 1'  u ®d<Jres? ° f other Officers and Branch Secretaries cannot be given general pub- 

JuLn’ Puerto3 Rko ° btained * ° T ^  ,nformation or sPecial Purposes, through the Head Office at San
ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO  TH E SECRETARY GENERAL

India:
T h e Supreme Council, A M O R C , Calcutta, 
India.

Dutch East Indies: , ,
W .  J. Visser, Grand Master, Bodjong 13* 
Semarang, Java.

E gypt:
The Grand Orient of A M O R C , House of the 
Temple, Grand Secretary, Nasreih, Cairo, 
Egypt.

A frica :
The Grand Lodge of the Gold Coast, 
A M O R C . M r. Stephen H . Addo, Grand 
Master, P. O . Box 424, Accra, Gold Coas * 
W e st Africa.

British Guiana:
M r. Frederick E . Charles, Master, Victoria 
Village, Demerara, British Guiana.

Costa R ica:
W illiam  T . Lindo, F. R. C ., Grand Master, 
P- O . Box 521, Limon, Republic of Costa 
Rica, C . A .

The addresses of other foreign Grand Lodge* 
and Secretaries cannot be given general pub 
licity.

T h irty-^0



Special Announcement

The Joy of Every Rosicrucian and a Guide to Every Seeder

A  NEW  BOOK

Rosicrucian Questions and Answers W ith  Complete 
History of the Order

LL Rosicrucians in the world will be happy to read and possess 
this book as will be every seeker who has tried for years to contact 
the real fraternity of the Rosy Cross and learn how and where to 
enjoy its teachings and its benefits.

For years seekers have had to thumb through hundreds of 
miscellaneous books in large libraries in order to secure a little light 

, — and some definite information regarding the Rosicrucians, their
istory, rules, regulations, and manners of carrying on. Many seekers who 
ave finally contacted the true Rosicrucian Order state that they sought for 

years before they could find the definite keys that would unlock the mysteries
0 the origin and existence of the Order, and the path that would lead them to
1 chamber. A few books in foreign language in distant 
anas have contained a brief history of the Order, but never before in English 

or m any language has such a complete history been published of the ancient 
origin of the Rosicrucians and their activities in all foreign lands and in America.

io  the seeker it opens up the sealed chambers of the traditional and actual 
istory, and presents a picture that is alluring enticing, fascinating, and instruc- 
Ive' l o  the member of the Order the book is a joy, because it brings to him a 

proper pride in the origin and great accomplishments of his brotherhood, and 
enables him to show the high ideals, purposes, and attainments of this very 
old brotherhood.

SCORES OF QU ESTIONS AN SW ERED
addition to the very complete and interesting history, there is a second 

part of the book in which scores of important questions are indexed and an
swered in detail. To the seeker and member alike, these questions and answers 
orm an encyclopedia of great value and unlike any similar book of mystical 

ana occult information ever published.
book was written by Dr. H. Spencer Lewis. F. R. C., Imperator of 

e Rosicrucian Order for North America, is well printed on antique book 
paper with over three hundred pages, bound in green silk cloth, and stamped
A  cn “  ma^es a valuable addition to the Rosicrucian library. Price per copy, -P̂ -bO, postpaid.

R O S I C R U C I A N  S U P P L Y  B U R E A U  
Rosicrucian Park San Jose, California

T  P R I N T E D  I N  U .  S .  A .
I H E  R O S I C R U C I A N  P R E S S ,  S A N  J O S E ,  C A L I F O R N I A
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ROSICRUCIAN
L I B R A R Y

The following books are recommended because o f  the special knowledge they contain, 
not to be found in our teachings and not available elsewhere.

Volume I. Rosicrucian Questions and Answers and Complete History of the Order.
The story of the Rosicrucian ideals, traditions, activities, and accomplishments is told interestingly 
in this book, and the answers to the scores of questions form a small encyclopaedia of knowledge. 
Over 300 pages, printed on fine book paper, bound in green silk, and stamped in gold. Price $2.50 
per copy, postpaid.

Volume II. Rosicrucian Principles for the Home and Business.
A  very practical book dealing with the solution of health, financial, and business problems in the 
home and office. W e ll printed and bound in red silk, stamped with gold. Price $2.25 per copy, postpaid.

Volume III. The Mystical Life of Jesus.
A  rare account of the Cosmic preparation, birth, secret studies, mission, crucifixion, and later life of 

e reat Master, from the records of the Kssene and Rosicrucian Brotherhoods. A  book that is 
eing emanded in foreign lands as the most talked about revelation of Jesus ever made. Over 300 

pages, beautifully illustrated, bound in purple silk, stamped in gold. Price $2.90 per copy, postpaid.

Volume V. " Unto Thee I Grant . . ."
b° ° k pr.ePared from a secret manuscript found in the monastery of Thibet. It is filled 

^ iV L the w n  S“ bllm.e Cachings of the ancient Masters of the Far East. The book has had many 
editions. W ell printed with leatherette cover. Price $1.50 per copy, postpaid.

Volume VI. A Thousand Years of Yesterdays.

solcMn^mnnv^ry ° f reincaT ation and mystic lessons. This unusual book has been translated and 
per cop”  p o stS d U3fleS ‘S universallV endorsed- W ell printed with flexible cover. Price 85 cents

Volume VII. Self Mastery and Fate, With the Cycles of Life.
^nd w aarsdthronnhlinf9 SyStCw  fo"  determining your fortunate and unfortunate hours, weeks, months, 
astrology eG E M  I n ?  ^  N °  mathematics required. Better than any system of numerology or 

strology. Bound in silk, stamped with gold. Price $2.50 per copy, postpaid

Volume VIII. The Rosicrucian Manual.

S rd e V 0S eL 0nUdt etere jhe mlets’ ^ “ lations, and operation of lodges and student work of the 
crucian terms and w o X  v e r v  - ^ '  I bf17 )raPhies' explanations, and complete Dictionary of R « *  
to progress rapidly and a mrid* t. i ? ete7  1 ^  necessity to every student who wish
Price $2.30 per copy, postpaid °  3 SCekers‘ 1 Printed and bound in silk, stamped with go

Send all orders for books, with remittances, direct to

A M O R C  SU P PLY B U R E A U , Rosicrucian Park, San Jose. California


